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The first still life Salvo made appeared in a photograph from 1973, Autoritratto con natura morta 
(dal ritratto del Dott. Gachet), a tableau vivant in which Salvo, in the half shadow, enacts the fa-
mous portrait of van Gogh. In the foreground we see a pile of fruit. In another work that year, the 
self portrait disappears and the fruit remains alone, anticipating the still lifes that he would create 
later.

1973 was also the year of transition, when Salvo chose painting as his medium of choice. 

In the late 1970s, the subjects of his first painted still lifes were flowers and books, and in the fol-
lowing years these were accompanied by vases, jugs, shells and various everyday objects, through 
to the as yet unexhibited skulls of 2015.

Even though they are a lesser known aspect of his painting, still lifes were by no means a minor 
genre for Salvo. In his painting, there is no great difference between trees that stand out against 
the sky and objects that emerge from the background of a coloured wall. In both cases there is 
a horizon line, which may be a lawn or the edge of a table, that separates the planes of what are 
purely pictorial elements in his paintings.

Salvo’s still lifes allude to the passage of time, and in many cases they take their titles from the 
months or seasons. But above all they allude to the passing of personal time, with its little daily 
habits. The time of breakfast, of vegetables put down in the kitchen, of piled up books.

He preferred the English term “still life” to the Italian equivalent, natura morta, literally “dead na-
ture” and, even more, de Chirico’s term: “silent life”. It is indeed a silent life that we sense in these 
works, a freeze frame of a time in which the universal and the particular come together, transfor-
ming simple objects into domestic mythologies.

Norma Mangione Gallery - via Matteo Pescatore 17, 10124 Turin - +39 011 5539231 - info@normamangione.com - www.normamangione.com



Room I
(from left)

Untitled, 1988, oil on canvas, 25 x 35 cm

Untitled, 2005, oil on board, 20,3 x 25,4 cm

Patate, 1990, oil on cardboard mounted on canvas, 20 x 30 cm

5 libri, 1985, oil on board, 44,2 x 48 cm

Untitled, 2004, oil on canvas, 25 x 30 cm

Merenda, 2001, oil on canvas, 45 x 35 cm

Ottobre, 2009, oil on canvas, 30 x 40 cm

Natura morta con servizio da caffè, 1988, oil on cardboard, 36,6 x 26,6 cm

Luglio, 2009, oil on canvas, 40,4 x 30,2 cm

Untitled, 1984, oil on canvas, 40 x 30 cm

Untitled, 2013, oil on canvas, 40 x 50 cm

Conchiglia, 1984/90, oil on board, 30 x 30 cm

Room II
(from left)

Mele verdi, 2003, polychrome ceramic, 29 x 21 cm

Untitled, 2009, oil on canvas, 20 x 20 cm

Autoritratto con natura morta (dal ritratto del Dott. Gachet di Van Gogh), 1973, color photo ap-
plied on board, 50 x 60 cm

Col tempo, 2015, oil on cardboard mounted on canvas, 13 x 18 cm

Office

Primavera, 2015, oil on board, 67 x 52,5 cm

Il nuovo mondo - Tabacco e vaniglia, 2008, oil on cardboard mounted on canvas, 12 x 20 cm

Estate, 2005, oil on board, 30 x 40 cm


