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Masaya Chiba

Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving (resting in peace or
just simply leaving)

October 27 - December 31, 2022

Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving (resting in peace or just
simply leaving) is Masaya Chiba’s first solo exhibition at Bel Ami, and in the United States. The title
summarizes the narrative structure of Noh stories, in which supernatural beings temporarily assume a human
form.

In his process, Masaya Chiba attempts to give physical shape to an intangible concept or memory. Constructing
elegant sculptures from found objects, clay and wood, Chiba observes how pulling a dream down to earth incurs
a sense of loss. To record this complex feeling of grasping for pieces of something ethereal, Chiba then makes
still-life paintings and videos inspired by his sculptures. These two dimensional works return the sculptural
experiments to the floating space of ideas.

Masaya Chiba’s philosophical musings and fine craftsmanship merge in a new series of diptych paintings with
video components. One panel of each diptych is a still-life oil painting, paired with Japanese paper folded over
MDF. Within the paper panels, Chiba embeds QR codes, smaller oil paintings on canvas, and ink drawings of
Edo-era spirits. In the exhibition, a haunting dissonance between

objects and their representations becomes palpable, and it seems briefly possible that we are moving among
ghosts.

The diptychs in the show are all entitled Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts,
OR code, sound, time, and present recurring motifs, which Chiba explains:

The sculptures depicted on the small canvases comprise five balls attached to a cross construction,
representing the basic structure of matter: it may represent an atom or a whole stellar system; or

it may represent a small community, such as a family, or a larger one, such as a nation or a civi-
lization. The color combinations of the balls are sourced from paintings by Giorgio Morandi and
Steven Aalders, and Adidas sneakers.

I begin my process by reproducing abstract ideas and thought models as gravity-based objects and
then looking at them. Observing these abstract thoughts clumsily recreated in actual gravitational
space, | find many pathetic details that make me say, “This is not how it’s supposed to be.”

And, outside this still-life painter’s field of vision, a dizzying array of events, both depressing and
comical, unfold with no respite. This is my attempt to show the limits of translation as still-life
paintings: the kind of works that capture a layered perception, that’s what I’'m after.

The ghosts [painted in ink on paper] are reproductions of drawings mainly from the Edo period.
In quoting them, I interpret them as traces of the Edo-era painters sympathizing with—or perhaps
amused by—the bitter resentment of unfair and untimely deaths. Reading Quentin Meillassoux’s

essay Spectral Dilemma prompted me to draw these ghosts.
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The paintings extend their two-dimensional surfaces by linking videos and sound as QR codes:

The video Sage (2021), quotes from Shinigami (the Grim Reaper), the rakugo story. Rakugo is a
traditional Japanese form of comedy, where the performer sits down to deliver a one-man show.
“Sage” [which in Japanese means lowering]| indicates the bowing of the head at the end of the
story-telling.

In the Shinigami story, a man makes a deal with the devil to successfully make a fortune, only to be
killed by the devil when he greedily cheats him. I see this protagonist as a neoliberal businessman.
In the video, the weight of my pissing from atop a tree causes the object to lower its head, bringing
the story to an end.

Another video is footage of my beloved partner dancing and goofing around. Such joyful moments
should also be embedded in my still-life paintings.

The sound was recorded on a winter day in 2020, when at dawn my cat started telling me
something.

The exhibition also includes a sculpture, Hyottoko (old-timey comedian) (2022), composed of a mask and its
painted reflection resting on the edge of a potted plant. Chiba says:

The mask painting functions like a device to generate a place where two things [or worlds] are
brought to the very edge of each other. Masks symbolize characters that have their own meaning
within their worlds, while allowing anyone to insert themselves into them. And those who take on
these characters put aside their social roles and feel their very souls.

Masaya Chiba (b. 1980, Kanagawa, Japan) lives and works in Kanagawa. Selected exhibitions include Masaya
Chiba Exhibition, Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery, Tokyo (2021); Painting and ..., Gallery aM, Tokyo (2018);
Perry Rhodan and my life, Art Center Ongoing, Tokyo (2018); MAM Collection 006: Materials and Boundar-
ies—Handiwirman Saputra + Chiba Masaya, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo (2017); What to Do With Memories

by Utilizing Things Such as Indirect Lighting in Light Box Style, Yatsuzaki Halo, Feeling of Wanting to Kiss,
Family Story, Sagamihara Stone Burger, Forget Medusa, and Element 50m Ahead, ShugoArts, Tokyo (2017);
Discordant Harmony, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, Hiroshima (2015) (Traveled to Seoul and
Taipei); and Roppongi Crossing 2013: OUT OF DOUBT, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo (2013). He is a teacher of
painting at Tama Art University, Tokyo.
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#1), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel

Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#1), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#2), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel, mouthwash

Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#2), 2022
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Antisoptic

Mouthwash

250 mL (8.5 FL 02)

Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#2), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#3), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel

Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#3), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#4), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel, clock

Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)

www.belami.info



Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#4), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Hyottoko (old-timey comedian), 2022

Oil on canvas, wood, mask, snake plant

Dimensions variable

painting with stand: 25 3/8 x 10 1/2 x 6 in (64.5 x 26.7 x 15.2 cm)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Hyottoko (old-timey comedian), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Hyottoko (old-timey comedian), 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Hyottoko (old-timey comedian), 2022

Oil on canvas, wood, mask, snake plant

Dimensions variable

painting with stand: 25 3/8 x 10 1/2 x 6 in (64.5 x 26.7 x 15.2 cm)

USD 6,000
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Masaya Chiba
Unlimited Factor (The more you go back in time, the more and more ancestors you
have), 2022
Ink and pencil on paper

101/2x91/21n (26.7 x 24.1 cm)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Unlimited Factor (The more you go back in time, the more and more ancestors you

have), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Temaeza (Authentic), 2022

Camphor wood, balsa wood, nails, sneakers, pigment, cotton fabric
Dimensions variable


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022


Lee Foley
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022
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Temaeza (Authentic), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022


Lee Foley


Bel Ami 709 N Hill St., Suite 105, Los Angeles, CA 90012 www.belami.info

Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Temaeza (Authentic), 2022


Lee Foley
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Masaya Chiba

Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022
Oil on canvas, wood, mask, denim jacket

723/4x25%x225/81in ( 184.8 x 63.5x 57.5 cm)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022

Oil on canvas, wood, mask, denim jacket
72 3/4x25%x225/8in ( 184.8 x 63.5 x 57.5 cm)

USD 6,000
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Masaya Chiba
Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Inase-Hagi-no-Mikoto (Mediator / Denim Jacket Observer), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, OR code,
sound, time (#5), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel, motion activated sound

device
Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#5), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#5), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
“Appearing — Talking about the object of regrets or obsession — Dancing — Leaving
(resting in peace or just simply leaving)”, 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#6), 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel

Diptych: 29 1/2 x 35 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 74.9 x 90.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#6), 2022


Lee Foley
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#6), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#6), 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Like multiple objects intersecting as they grow / drawings with ghosts, QR code,
sound, time (#6), 2022
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Masaya Chiba

Like the Wind / Drawing with a Skull and a Question Mark, 2022

Oil on canvas and sumi ink on Japanese paper over panel

Diptych: 31 5/8 x 11 1/2 x 3/4 in (each panel), 80.3 x 29.2 x 1.8 cm (each panel)


Shiva M Abadi
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Masaya Chiba
Like the Wind / Drawing with a Skull and a Question Mark, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Like the Wind / Drawing with a Skull and a Question Mark, 2022
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Masaya Chiba
Like the Wind / Drawing with a Skull and a Question Mark, 2022


Lee Foley


