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TWO Chiness companies are
hoping to profit from the warld
renown of China's swimming

sensatians al the 2002 Olympbes,
/ Y Shiwen and 5on Yang.
| é Long before their triumphs in

London, a gardening company in
4‘; Sichuan Province and a dictary

'

Z

/ supplement produwcer in Henan

/  Provinoe filed trademark applica-
tions related te their names.

Last month, China's top mar-

ket watchdog gave Chengdu
Huakbphul Gardening Co Lid

/ preliminary approval to build a

business around the irademark
| ‘// *YESHIWEN."

Howewver, Henan Hongsheng
.4 Health Industry Service Co Lid's

r

Z

/ application to wse “SURKYARG" is
sl under consideration, accond-
ing to the Trademark Office of the

State Admindstration lor Industry
and Commerce’s website,

Records showed that Huabohud
entrusted a local intellectual
property agency o file its appli-

' / catbon on August 16 last year, 22

days after the then 15-year-old

r
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ﬁ ""'f SWimmer Sprung a surprise in
. winning the women's 204 insdi-

/ vidual medley at the FiNA World

af wiic | to him:
/ Championships in Shanghat. pl b ke ngg&:g:::.-; "':':T/% d':
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7 CHINESE FIRMS SEE A PROFIT

7 IN SWIMMING STARS’ NAMES

Webaites containing Ye's name,
such as yeshiwen.com, yeshi-
wen.com,.cn, and yeshiwen.net,
have been registersd, and other
Chinese Ohympic champbons, vet-
cram lifter Wang Mingjuan and
shooter Yi Siling, face similar
isgues, Chenpdu Ecanomibe Daily
reported yesterday,

However, companies who
register celebrities’ names as
trademnarks are likely 1o face in-
tellectual property infringement
cases because renowned athictes
would mod likely allow ather par-
thes 1o make money by taking
advantage of their reputations,
Clan Yuanchun, a Shanghai law-
yer, said.

He sabd that celebritbes could
lodge complaints with the nation-
al office 1o have such trademarks
revoked.

In Febroary, baskeiball legend
Mixhae!l Jordan filed a lawsuit
claiming that Fujian Province-
baged (Maodan Sports Co Lid
deliberately and aggressively
using his name without per-
mission and misled customers
inte thinking he authorised s
Roods,

Jordan accused (iaodan Sports
of Tiling more chan 100 tradermark

%LLI Z Shanzhai Times
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applications related to his name
and alleged that compamy's logo
was a silhouetie of the former
Chicago Bulls star in action.

Shanghai Mo. 2 Intermediate
People's Court has accepted the
suit as Shanghal Bairen Trads Co
L1, vhe zabes subsidiary of (Hao-
dan Sports in Shanghai, is alsoe
listed as a defendant.

Oin the other hansd, Tellow NEA
atar Jeremy Lin didn't take a
sporis urility company in Wioed,
Jiangsu Provinoe, o oourt oven
thowgh it had registered ®heremy
Lin Shuhao® rradermarks without
his authorization.

*I was impressed by his tal-
ent when | was watching an KEA
game on T in July 2000, [ sensed
that he would become an NEA su-
perstar someday,” sald Ya Mingie,
owner of the company,

The company pent just 4,460
yuan (USS699.77) on irademark
registration last August, Forbes
magazine believes the rrade-
marks are now worth around 100
million yuan,

IT the Harvard podnt guard
wants to uie his Chinese nanse
as a trademark, he has w get Yu's ¢
appriwal because she owns the Y/
trademarks until August 2020, !
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The Guardian
August 24,2002

It has become synonymous with the
terrorist attacks of September 11 -
but what is the origin of the name
al-Qaida? Giles Foden on how Bin
Laden may have been inspired by
Isaac Asimov’s Foundation
continued on

o lcanng another hole in
the airport security net

ANDREW BLANESTEIN
AND HowARD BLUME
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Virgin America Flight 415
from New York 1o Los Ange-
les wis already two hours
intio it journey when some
pagsengers in the upscale
“hain Cabin Select”™ secthon
complained that the man
seabed in 3B recked of body
odor.

A Might attendant asked
CHajide Oluwassun Naibl for
his boarding pass and was
surprised to see it was from
diifferent fight and in soimee-
one slee's name. She alerted

authorities, and Nol went
back b sleep in his black
leather alrline seat. When
the plane landed, auihor-
ittes chase medl Lo arrest Nol-
il mllcradng hulem G0 e the
RIFPHOTE

On Wednesdny, Molbi
Wiks ArTesiad Crylng Lo bonrd
& Delta Might out of Lox An
geles. Once agaln, he had
managesd 1o pass andetec-
ted through security with an
expired ticket [ssued in
someone ¢S namse. Al-
thorties found at least i
ather boanding passes, none
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SULAYMANIYAH, Iraq -- This dusty town near the
Iranian border does not yet have a McDonald’s. But
it does have a MaDonal, as well as a Matbax, both
of which sell cheeseburgers and french fries using an
unmistakably familiar pair of golden arches. It is the
only city in Iraq with mobile telephone service and has
dozens of shops selling electronics. It has liquor stores
with shelves full of Tennessee whiskey and Dutch
beer, plus Internet cafes offering espresso.

This ethnically Kurdish town in the rounded
mountains of northern Iraq has, in short, a thriving
private economy, albeit one not fully calibrated to the
finer points of international copyright. Its free-flowing,
free-market ways are the result of the independence it
has known for the past decade from the rule of Saddam
Hussein.

Now, with Hussein gone and market forces beginning
to seep into Iraq, the Kurdish areas of the north seem
likely to take the lead in the development of a private
sector, serving as a sort of incubator for capitalism in
the rest of the country. Trading networks are already
established here, with merchants well versed in how to
move products into Iraq from neighboring Turkey and
Iran. Goods have traveled overland the other way as
well, reaching Iran after transiting here from the port
of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, by way of Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Syria and Turkey.

“This place has been a very important place for,
transit,” said Assan Hawrmy, a local agent for an
Iranian trading company. “In business, he who is strong
will remain so no matter who is in government. We will
get the benefit of these 10 years. We have connections
and experience. Maybe the Kurdish will be the leaders
in the market.”

Under Hussein, private businesses were largely

discouraged. Those that did pop up were taxed heavily

and subject to random confiscations of goods. But

after the 1991 Gulf War, this area became essentially

severed from the rest of Iraq. /ﬁ
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MALL IS ALL FOR FAKES

The Sun (England)
January 6, 2009 Tuesday

A SHOPPING mall is to open for fake stores only.

The centre has a Pizza Hut lookalike named “Pizza
Huh”, a “McDnoald’s” burger bar and a “Bucksstar”
coffee shop.

But city leaders in Nanjing, in China’s Jiangsu
Province, are under pressure to shut the development
after pictures of the fake stores were leaked online.
One shopper said: “It’s dishonest.

A lot of people will walk in thinking they are getting
the real thing.”
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SHOCKING
EVOLUTION OF FAKE

PRODUCTS IN CHINA

Korea Times
October 6,2011

China has been confirmed as a hot bed of bootlegs
again recently. Not only just selling imitations, it has
parodied or recreated the original ones as well.

While just counterfeiting the external appearance
of cell phones in the past, now it has adde'd new
function in the products. On top of that, it even
shows the latest model of popular brands, which is
not released yet in the market.

For example, although iPhone 5 is not released
yet, ‘self-claimed iPhone 5’ has already sold all across

hina.

¢ The Chinese government confiscated ' 561

fake iPhones in Fuzhou, the capital of Chmese
southeastern province of Fujian, according to Xinhua
News Agency on Monday. ‘“They looked 90 percent
genuine in terms of design, finish and operating
system,” Xinhua reported. Attached an Applf: logo on
its back, the labeled iPhone 5 featured functions such
as double SIM card compatibility and GPS, which the
real iPhone does not have. Because of these reasons,
some people have said that the fake one is better than
the real one, according to the news agency.

‘The sliding touch screen menu wor1§ed very
slowly and photographs captured l?y its low-
resolution camera were blurry. Meanwhile, its double
SIM card function was unstable,’ said one of officials
of the Fuzhou authorities. '

There is another story. A restaurant has parodied
the Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), one of the mo§t
famous fast food restaurants in China. The store 1r{
Beijing set up its sign on Oct. 3 which rea}ds ‘OFC,
meaning ‘Obama Fried Chicken.” The 51gn.sh0ws
a face of U.S. President Barack Obama instead
of Colonel Sanders who founded KFC. The small
restaurant will open Saturday to sell hamburgers and

i ickens.
frle("lfl(i}el US. media such as the New York Post
extensively reported the OFC last Tuesday, after it
became known to the public through the ’Ch1.n65e
blogs. ‘It is very insulting and rude behavior, said Al
Sharpton, a Republican Representative, after seeing
the sign which uses the president’s name illegally.
The KFC has also felt unpleasant. ‘OFC is not related
to KFC, said one of the officials from KFC based
in Beijing. ‘It is definitely sure that they pirated
its trademark, so we are going to take legal action
against the store.’we are going to take legal action

against the store.’

WELCOME TO CHINA’S
FAKE APPLE STORE

IN CHINA, APPLE
MAKES STOVES?

The Atlantic Wire, July 20, 2011
By Uri Friedman

When Apple announced record-high quarterly
revenues and profit yesterday, COO Tim Cook noted
that China--where the company’s four stores bring
in the most traffic and revenue of any Apple stores
in the world--was “key to our results.” That growing
popularity among Chinese consumers, however, may
also explain the incredible discovery an American
living in Kunming, the capital of China’s southwestern
Yunnan Province, revealed on her blog, Bird Abroad,
today: an elaborate and strikingly realistic fake Apple
store.

The whole thing began innocently enough. A couple
weeks ago, the blogger and her husband stumbled
upon what appeared to be an Apple store near their
house. The scene, pictured above, had all the trappings
of the company’s iconic retail outlets. There was the
winding staircase, the Genius Bar and upstairs sit-
and-play-with-our-products area, the employees with
blue T-shirts and Apple name tags, ut there were also
suspicious signs. Kunming, as the blogger put it, “is
the end of the Earth.” Why would there be an Apple
store there? What’s more, the stairs were shoddy, the
walls were painted poorly, the employees’ name tags
only said “staff.” And then there was the matter of
the signs. Apple Store signs generally just show the
company’s trademark fruit symbol. The Kunming
store’s signs read, “Apple Store.”

All this evidence--plus the rather damning fact that
Apple’s website showed only four stores in Beijing and
Shanghai--led the blogger to conclude that the store
was a “beautiful ripoff” (an Apple spokesperson later
confirmed to MSNBC that it doesn’t have a retail outlet
in Kunming, though it does have a reseller in another
part of the city). Perhaps even more surprising, the
blogger claims that the store’s employees “genuinely
think they work for Apple ... when really they’re just
filling the pockets of some shyster living in a prefab
mansion outside the city by standing around a fake
store disinterestedly selling what may or may not be
actual Apple products that fell off the back of a truck
somewhere.”

The blogger soon discovered two more fake Apple
stores nearby, including this gem:

The fact that Chinese counterfeiters ripped off an
entire Apple store is funny, The Financial Times notes,
but the discovery is also “a worrying development for
Apple and Steve Jobs” and a “serious embarrassment
to the Chinese government, which has been trying
to crackdown on counterfeits and IP infringements.”
ZDNet adds that “Apple’s job will be to shut down
the stores. But the rip-off stores are probably just the
tip of the iceberg. Apple is likely to have a lot more
counterfeit fires to put out as it enjoys crazy growth
in China.”
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By Deborah Netburn
February 27,2012

IStove? iDon’t think so.

Chinese officials have confiscated nearly 700
stoves branded with Apple’s trademark logo from two
warehouses in Wuhan, a city in the Hubei province in
Southeast China, according to Chinese news reports.

In photographs circulating around the Internet, a
green sticker affixed to the simple stove top not only
has an image of Apple’s apple, but also bears the word
“iPhone.”

Apparently it’s no longer enough to do an Apple
knockoff, now they are slapping the Apple brand names
on products that have nothing to do with what Apple
makes.

The small gas stoves, which come with just one
burner, were reportedly confiscated because they were
deemed unsafe, rather than for ripping off the Apple
logo.

After all, this is the country where authorities have
seized dozens of real Apple tablet computers from store
shelves in northern China over a legal argument over
who owns the trademark to the name “iPad.”

The iPhone stove is just the latest in a series of
examples of Chinese entrepreneurs’ experiments in
counterfeit Apple products.

In August 2011, an American blogger living in
China exposed an entire fake Apple store in the city of
Kunming. The store looked like an Apple Store — blond
wood, workers in those blue T-shirts, but somehow
didn’t quite feel like an Apple store. And that’s because
it wasn’t.

And it turned out there were at least 25 more fake
Apple stores in Yunnan province alone.

Other fake Apple products to come out of China in
the past year include Apple-branded high-top sneakers
and an Apple-branded USB hub.
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Double trouble in Shanghai

[n-N-Out fights to guard its signature brand in Asia

Tirrany Hsu
REPORTING FROM
Los ANOELES

Davip PFIERSON
REPFORTING FROM SHANGHAT

Millions of Chinese have
come to love Big Macs and
Whoppers. S0 when a Cali-
fornia-inspired chain put up
signs in Shanghal announe-

ing the coming of the Dou-
ble-Daouble, loeal burger lowv-

CaliMurger

ersrejoiced. . CALIBURGER touted a “Double- Double™ burger in

The same can't be sald of  China until In-N-Out filed a trademark lawsuit,
In-MN-0ut.

The Irvine-based com- sauce and onions, and plan-  turns out CaliBurger's
pany doesn't operate any ning to serve thick shakezin  founders were Americans
stores in China. So its own-  palm-tree-print cups. " with company offices in Dia-
ers were miffed to see a red- Enforcing its intellectual  mond Bar.

and-yellow doppelganger
called CaliBurger laying
clalm toits signature burger,
touting "Animal Style” fries
topped with cheese, special

CHINESE IPHONE,
SAMSUNG, MOTOROLA
KNOCKOFFS USE
CREATIVE SPELLING

By David Sarno
April 26,2012, 5:00 a.m.

Everyone knows Apple is popular in China -- so
popular that people riot outside Apple’s stores, or set
up fake stores, or just crank out fake iPhones.

On arecent trip to an electronics bazaar in Shanghai,
we spotted a few of the most blatant of these knockoffs.
Amusingly, the phones on display didn’t look anything
like actual iPhones -- insteac{ the manufacturers |
concentrated their piracy efforts on attempting to
replicate the spelling of the names of popular devices
and brands.

Those efforts went humorously awry,
For the iPhone: IPhnce and iPneno.
For Motorola: Motoralo and Motcrolv.
For Samsung: Smusvng.

For Nokia: Nioka.

For those wondering, Changchong is an actual
Chinese electronics and smartphone maker, althou§h
“Chanchong” is not. Speaking of Apple knockoffs,
Changchongrecently announced its plans for its “Ciri
smart voice TV,” which includes the following flourish
in the product description: “There is a intangible fairy
in the smart TV, after the consumers buy Ciri TV, they
not only get a actual TV, but also get a lovely and
functional family member.”

Although China is a font of funny mispellings and
translations, it bears mentioning that electronics piracy
is not all fun and games. Besides the obvious issues
of intellectual property theft, phone fakery may have
led to at least one violent death. A Shanghai online
publication reported that a man stabbed someone to
death after getting in an altercation over the sale of
fake iPhones.

property rights half a world
away might seem & chal-
lenge for privately held In-N-
Out, whose cult following be-
lles its modest size, But it

They agreed to tweak,
CaliBurger's menu and de-
cor after In-N-Out filed suit
in 1.8, District Court in

[See Burgers, AG)

tried to cash in on racial pro-

5 charged insinsby opersing  human

smuggling ring that hired
* maostly Afrcan American

smuggling

scheme

VicToria K

drivers who didnt speak o
word of Spanish to ferry!
small groups of immigrants
frorm Mexioo to Los Angeles,
_In the end, the alleged
Ring allegedly hired Wﬁlﬂﬂﬂm‘-‘zﬂh-’ﬁm%ﬁ
black drivers in effort g, m': el Loven e and
0 AVETT Suspicion four ﬂth!mﬁ_'hiﬂﬂhldhlit con-,
: spiracy transporting
when crossing border. ;4 12 boring illegal immi-
e —, grants. Lopez-Diaz, two
fumily rermbers and a driver
were armested by agents
In the calculus of eross- from TS, Immigration and
border human smuggling, Customs Enforeement and
Marla Lopez-Diaz allegedly the Border Patrol.
concluded that black in- - A second driver facing a
stead of browm equals green. consplracy charge, 32-year-
The &0-year-old Comp- old ¥vette “Hazel” Binford,
Lo Wornan, prosscutors say, [Seo Smuggle, AAL)
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COUNTEREFEITS A
GREAT DANGER TO
CONSUMERS

The Nation (Nairobi)
October 5, 2011
By Esmond Shahonya

A recent survey carried out by the Quality Control
Laboratories and Pharmacy and Poisons Board has
alarming facts indicating that 30 per cent of drugs in
Kenya are fake. This is part of the growing menace of
counterfeit goods.

In the health sector, the dangers posed by fake
drugs range from death to emergence of drug-resistant
pathogens. Counterfeit drugs have dire consequences
for unsuspecting patients.

In the world of electrical appliances and electronics,
the message to consumers is that fake products can be
quite troublesome and deadly. Fake electrical goods can
cause electrocution or start fires.

To show the extent of the dangerous trade, the
Communications Commission of Kenya earlier
expressed concern over the growing numbers of fake
mobile phones in the market. It directed the operators
to switch them off by the end of the year because of
the dangers they posed. Mobile phone users are being
exploited by unscrupulous traders who peddle fake
hand-sets that might pose health risks because they are
not compatible with international standards.

Counterfeit products have become challenges for
the entire business community. Their proliferation
is a pointer to lapses in regulation and weak law
implementation. The scourge of counterfeits is
exacerbated by the ease with which fake products
can be manufactured and circulated due to corruption
and laxity among law enforcers. Poor vigilance and
loopholes in the regulatory mechanisms, in addition to
greed, have led us to this pass.

Manufacturers and distributors of fake products
are devilishly smart. That’s why the government
wants to eradicate the menace for consumers who
cannot distinguish between genuine and fake goods In
many cases, even the packaging is replicated to exact
precision.

Besides, the so-called cheap mass production for
the African market has loopholes for unscrupulous
traders who pay little attention to standards. This is
already common with products from the East, especially
China. A few months ago, Apple, the manufacturer of
iPhones and iPads, discovered dozens of fake Apple
stores in China which were dealing in the gadgets. A
raid exposed the degree to which counterfeits mimic
established brands.

In Kenya, there are chances of coming across
electrical appliances and medicinal drugs that have been
counterfeited to mimic common brands. The antibiotic
you purchase in the nearby chemist might actually
bear the name of an established brand yet it is fake.
The antibiotic in the nearby chemist might not just be
generic but rather a product made by a counterfeit dealer
across the globe.

There is more to a fake phone than just the loss of
cash or short life of the gadget. The exposure standard
of radio frequency from mobile phones employs a unit
of measurement known as the Specific Absorption
Rate (SAR) and any deviation from the set standards
could spell health problems. The SAR level provides a
substantial margin of safety to users.

The problem of fake phones, drugs and any other
counterfeits might not have a quick fix. All that is
required is for the relevant bodies to find appropriate
ways of stemming the malpractice. Key among them
is proper regulation, vigilance and adherence to laws
governing the desired standards, trade and consumer
safety.
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“e=% W, Partyof Chinain 1921, Beling often used to subversively
gl criticize  those in  power.
Hopefully this won’t affect Neil
Gaiman’s adaptation of Journey
To The West.
It’s not particularly surprising
that a country without free speech
won’t let you say whatever you
want about a historical figure.
Meanwhile in America (F*
YEAH!), we’re making a film
adaptation of a book titled
“Abraham  Lincoln: Vampire
Hunter. God bless America.

>

SCIERCE F ICTH0N FERFORAL DT iNG

mAEasL W N A S N

WHISKEY
72¢ 40% Vol

STt FD el BOTTLED BY

BEET W WD WINERY C0OLTD
e T A% N BRITAIN
B et TP wEEEES WA ITMED LKA

-lKI- BOETEHER

| i\. n-af-r-r-nllﬂ

“The airline maintains

. = pecurity and olher sereening

systems [ ane | in plass b pre-

R Fuch AR ShtUSTEnce:

Fetravieer, In Lhis case it ap

S @ peears sEall may havee migsed

¥ an mlert wihen Uhe pREsenger

pressnied 4 boarding pass

% fnom a priar fight, ™ said Vir-

s %' gin Americn SpOKEEWOSMAR

T o Patricis Condom, “We Lake

& 1 BECUTILY mallers vwery ser

= F oy afhd &né resiewing owr

training Lo ensure thak this

1 s onmormaly OoEs Bob  OSewr
Ly Egmin”™

W, The &&ga began June 24

S when Molbd got on the plane
Nt JFE

Henlbl wad ok on the Hst

= Of pastengers for the Might

whilch would be mandatory
“ior each pRying paasenger
on ewery LS domesth:
flight,” wrote Special Agent
Hevin K. Hogg Inan FBI&M-
devil. Visgin had norecord of
Blalkd paying for his thekoet
Degpite this, he was obls
ko move past two chsel-
points &= &t the sSecurily
SCreETUnE &rel and &b the
gld — with his expired
bkl and untversity ID
Inwealigutors later deter
mbnid Lhé boarding pass be
longed to nman Elentifed in
e mMdiarit oy ol "MD"
Thet mih told authorities
v printed his boarding pass
AL home, fodded I8 up snd pait
it in his beck pocket. But
when he asrived at JFE sfter
taking the subwuy, he
coubdnT Nind it. He said he
dbd nod ke Mokl and
printed & replacement
THEIECl N ass
When the Might attend-
ant approsched Molbl {wo
mours Into the twin-jel Abr
Eid A0 Might, MNoibd peo-

lduced a boarding pass for

thve day before, The attend-
ant alerled Capl. Joseph
QT who directed her o
seel nddutionsl sentifes
tlign, mecordEng to the afida-
vit, Nodol initially besflated
baat Eheen prosdioced o student
ID Proms the University of
Mlchigan. Nolb| stlended as
an undergradunte student
between 2008 nrd 2003, thi
el lege coremed

Orofll noted that the
names did not match, andg
the crew mberted nut In_..mﬂé:
on the gresmst T

T crew Kept L sulject
— wid was aslesp far much
of the fight=—ander sarell
lanee, bat bt no fime felt
there wak any threat 1o the
Eecarity of the flight,
Condon zaid

The fMve-hour, Z-minute
fEghs lamched in Loa Angeles
At 12:53 A, Satuarday. Walt
ing offlcers et Nolbl go after
guaestioming his, and It's un
chear o e gpend his tlenes
in Southern Caliormia. Bl
he returmed to LAX on Toes
diy, passed throggh seoarty
screening and wmlted for
hiours st e mirpsort

When he tried Lo Dosrd
Dl Alrtines Flight 0 G
Allamta wsimg the expired
Hekel autloritles took him
into  cuslody Wednesday
MEOrming.

He iried 15 pérsusde
Dlta officlals Eo bl him 66
the plane, saying he had
migssd kis Mght the prEv-
ous day, “The Delta sgent
told Mol ‘mo teice, nnd
HWiodhl kept Loyieg Lo hisd Rer
ith boarding pass,” Uhe aifl-
sl machd

Molbl, also known A8
Seun Naibl, proclalms him
seil & "storyteller, strategist
need desi gres Wl 18 pRiTIONR
ki mbsoaut resching the workd
for Jesus,” nooonding 1o his
Facebook page. He was Aor-
resbed in Chickpn i 2008 ol
ter allegedly refusing to pay
i 5470 fare on a Metre train
Those charges were bRber
o]

Mol feoes  shomciiy
charpes &nd 18 selheduled 1o
appeear in federal cowrt Fri-
dny.

Cﬂh"lm K'IGI\‘["\ : : ' :_-.:*-: '::._

DIO & GOMEZ 4 v

L L] — - "
S L i N N ™ i L. .
j = oy e 2
r - . - Pl — - '
: - 4 P T 4
S s L o, Py f - e
L % - - |-

‘OBAMA’
ENDORSES
CHINESE
‘BLOCKBERRY”

June 23,2009
By WSJ Staff

It’s the biggest product launch of the year:
a Chinese company is selling a BlackBerry-like
device with promotional assistance from none
other than the president of the United States.

Okay, not really. But that’s the idea behind
this ad, the latest emanation from China’s
zany shanzhai culture, a mixture of old-school
copycatting and arch parody.

The ad promotes a smart phone called the
“BlockBerrydd 9500~ (OO, xuanfeng, means
“whirlwind”), that more-than-slightly resembles
the BlackBerry Storm, Research In Motion’s first
touch-screen device, released last fall. The touch-
screen BlockBerry purportedly runs on Windows
Mobile software, has Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, GPS and
3G wireless
capabilities, and comes in six colors, from
purple to champagne. “Obama’s BlackBerry. My
Blockberrydd 9500, reads the tagline below the
president’s photo (which is inverted, apparently
by a sloppy layout designer, with the American-
flag pin backwards on the wrong lapel). China
Journal admittedly hasn’t verified this with
Robert Gibbs, but we’ll go out on a limb and say
that Obama’s presence in the ad is unauthorized.

So who’s behind the BlockBerry and its
clever marketing — and is it even for real? As
with many shanzhai products, the maker seems
to prefer anonymity. The ad claims it comes from
HAFF-COMM, or OOOO (another shanzhai
touch: OO, or ha fo, is Chinese for Harvard), but
no such company comes up in searches on baidu.
com or google.cn. So we spoke to someone at
mobileuncle.com, the Chinese gadget chat site
where BlockBerry appears to have first been
noticed, spawning a host of other posts in the
blogosphere.

Our mobileuncle contact, who didn’t want
to be identified, claims to have spoken to the
BlockBerry’s maker, which he says provided
him with the ad poster and information about
the device. He says the producer is a factory
in Shenzhen that isn’t called Haff-Comm (fake
name), and that BlockBerry is scheduled to go
on sale next month for less than 1,500 yuan each
(about $220). The BlockBerry’s makers saw news
stories recently about Obama’s well-known love
of the BlackBerry, he says. “They were inspired
by the news and decided to market it this way.”

Is all that accurate? We can’t vouch. In a
shanzhai world, we may never know for sure.

CHINESE TEEN SELLS
KIDNEY FOR IPAD AND
IPHONE

By Melisa Goh

An iPhone and iPad were worth more to a Chinese
teenager than his kidney, according to a report Friday [§
from China’s Xinhua news agency. Now five people in [l
southern China face charges of illegal organ trading. 1

The 17-year-old, surnamed Wang, received about
$3,500 for his kidney, which was removed and delivered
to a recipient last April. Wang’s mother grew suspicious
when her son returned home with the costly new gadgets,
and his confession soon followed. Xinhua says the teen is
now suffering from “renal insufficiency” — a decreased Mg
level of kidney function — and that his condition is @
deteriorating.

The five charged include the surgeon, as well as the
broker, who was reportedly penniless and hounded by
gambling debts. Another of those charged was tasked
with hunting for donors through online chat rooms, §
Xinhua says, and another with leasing the operating
room. Together, they shared the rest of the $35,000
received for the organ after giving Wang his share.

The case is stirring alarm in China as citizens worry
about increasing consumerism, particularly among the
young, The Associated Press says.

Also alarming is the enormous gap between people
needing transplants in China and donors, which Xinhua @#
says has led to a huge black market for organs.
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CHINA’S “‘WONDERLAND,” AN ABANDONED

FAKE-DISNEYLAND

The Washington Post
December 13,2011
By Maura Judkis

It’s as if you hopped off of your flying elephant and
walked straight into an apocalyptic wasteland, surrounded
by scrubby grass, empty buildings, and the shell of a
Magic Kingdom. This is the ghost of a Disney World-style
amusement park in China, abandoned partway through
construction, and now a hauntingly beautiful scene of decay.

A farmer carries a shovel over his shoulder as he walks
to tend his crops in a field that includes an abandoned
building that was to be part of an amusement park called
‘Wonderland.’

“Wonderland,” which is situated on a 100-acre plot of land
45 minutes outside of Beijing, was intended to be a huge
tourist destination. But according to Reuters, construction
was halted in 1998 when farmers and local government
sparred over property prices. A small “town,” the skeletal
remains of a castle, and the metal framework of a huge
pavilion are all that remain, and the site is completely open
to explorers.

Reuters photographer David Gray was amazed and
amused to see farmers working their fields amid the ruins. “I
came across a rather farcical sight of some farmers digging
a well next to a castle; a moment I will always savor as a
photographer in a place like China where castles are not in
huge supply,” wrote Gray in the Reuters’s Photographers
Blog. He called Wonderland “another sad example of
property development in China involving wasted money,
wasted resources and the uprooting of farmers and their
families.”

Wonderland is another example of the Internet’s obsession
with Urban Exploration — finding abandoned places of the
world. There are sites tracking abandoned shopping malls,
abandoned theaters, abandoned swimming pools, and of
course, abandoned amusement parks. With Wonderland,
fans of nightmarish ghosts of theme parks can add a new
destination to their list.

Videographer Catherine Hyland also took a trip to
Wonderland, and set her haunting images to a spooky
horror-movie soundtrack.

MALL OF MISFORTUNE

UAE / June 12. 2008
By Michael Donohue

he people who work at the South China Mall, in
the;r muggy?factory—ﬁlled city of Dongguan, have the I
honor of passing each day in the blg%est shopping rlna .
on the face of the planet. In theory, 1t's a glorious place:
a seven-million-square-foot .retall—and entertainment
behemoth in the heart of China’s southern Pearl Rnger
Delta, the wealthiest region in a nation that boasts the
world’s biggest population and its fastest-growing N
major economy. The mall is part of China’s new arie?h
of superlatives: the world’s largest airport termmal, e
highest train track, the golf resort with the most holes.

The employees of this giant mall could, if they wanted,

their breaks driving bumper cars, browsing for
;%?122 wares, strolling along a Venetian canal, petting
fake herons in an indoor rain forest, or gazing at an11
eighty-five-foot replica of the Arc de Triomphe — ?d’
of course, without leaving the premises. The?/ cou
also picnic next to the bell tower of St Mark s\Square
in Venice, soak up the ambience of San Francisco, or
take a ride on themall’s indoor-outdoor roller coaster, a
553-meter flying railway kr(liogm as }’{uayue Shi Kong, or
“ ing Through Time and Space. .
M[g: 1iItl%lappensg ,it’s just those things —time and ;gace
— that give so much frouble to the workers here. They
have too much of both. On a recent Friday afternoon,

MOM OF FACE-EATING
ATTACKER SAYS:
‘HE WAS NO ZOMBIE’

The Los Amgeles Times
May 31,2012
By Rene Lynch

A face-eating zombie cannibal or a Bible-
reading, church-attending Christian?

Those are the two vastly different portraits
being presented of Rudy Eugene, above left.
He was gunned down by police Saturday
afternoon in Miami after horrified onlookers
found him naked and chewing on a homeless
man’s face, eating off his mouth, nose and
forehead and gouging out one of the victim’s
eyes. The victim, above right, remains
hospitalized and faces months, if not years, of
recovery.

Eugene’s mother, speaking out for the
first time, said she’s devastated by her son’s
inexplicable actions. But she says the media
have her son all wrong.

She also criticized police for killing her
son instead of trying to find other means of
subduing the man that she said faithfully read
the Bible and accompanied her to church.

“Everybody says that he was a zombie, but
I know he’s not a zombie; he’s my son,” the
mother, identified by the Miami Herald as
Ruth Charles, told the newspaper.

“I feel devastated. That was not him who
was seen on TV doing that. He was a nice kid.
He was a good kid. He gave me a nice card on
Mother’s Day,” she told CBS TV in Miami.
She added: “I never had any problems with
him. The police don’t have to shoot him. They
could have Tased him.”

Mom might be speaking from experience.
The Herald and CBS report that North Miami
Beach Police used a stun gun on Eugene to
break up a domestic dispute involving his
mother in 2004. Beyond that incident, Eugene
was arrested for a handful of minor, marijuana-
related charges.

There has been some speculation that
Eugene might have been fueled to a frenzy by
“bath salts” -- a nickname for a potent, cocaine-
and-speed laced street drug. It will take weeks
before toxicology reports are completed.

Meanwhile, the victim’s chances of
recovery remain unclear. A homeless man who
had a problem with alcohol, Ronald Poppo
has suffered a loss of more than 75% of his
face, according to reports. Doctors are trying
to deal with the immediate concern -- infection
-- before they begin addressing the possibility
of facial reconstructive surgery.

ement-park employee, slouphed ina
?cr)lrgll(léfl ticket %ooth, tried to kill time by making
origami. Another worker slept, with perfect
impunity, on a table. In front of the haunted house
attraction, one attendané \bvlas gf)mg hand-stands
1 others looked blankly on.
Wh’lllkfe;\:i)vas nothing else to do, because the S_outh
China Mall, which opened with great fanfare in
2005, is not just the world’s largest. With fewer
than a dozen stores scattered through a space
designed to house 1,500, i.t is also the worl_d s
emptiest — a dusty, decrepit complex of buildings
marked by peeling paint, dead light bulbs, and
1 bered mannequins.
dls‘gll“?lr:y set out to b::] the biggest, and hoped thag
being the biggest would be the attracting factor,
says David Hand, a retail analyst at Jones Lang
LaSalle in Beijing, who has followed the project.
“It hasn’t delivered.” ’
It"ltlhe world has plenty of empty malls; there’s
even an American website, deadmalls.com, q
where connoisseurs of desolation post photos an
reminiscences of the once-great, now-gutted places
where they spent the Saturday afternoons of their

outh. .
y continued on

GHOST TOWNS GROW WITH URBAN DEVELOPMENT

South China Morning Post
January 25,2010
By Toh Han Shih

China’s economic stimulus programme has
accelerated the already aggressive pace of urban
development in the country.

But while investment in construction is creating
much-needed infrastructure in some cities, it is also
adding to the number of ghost towns with nearly
empty facilities in other parts of the mainland.

The nation already has its share of empty edifices.
Overlooking Beijing’s “Water Cube” swimming centre
and “Bird’s Nest” stadium stands Pangu Plaza, a huge
but little-used five-tower complex spanning the length
of seven football fields.

The project includes an office block, serviced-
apartment buildings, a shopping centre and the Pangu
7 Star Hotel.

Although Pangu Plaza was completed two years ago,
the shopping centre is mostly empty, with virtually
no tenants and many outlets boarded up, Patrick
Chovanec, a professor at the School of Economics and
Management at Tsinghua

University, said. “There are no lights in the offices.
At night, people don’t seem to be home.”

A public relations executive at the Pangu hotel
said the shopping centre and office building are still
seeking tenants, adding: “Our hotel’s occupancy rate
is alright, but this is the low season, so the occupancy
is low at the moment.”

The China edition of GQ magazine threw a lavish
launch party at Pangu Plaza in November last year,
but a New Zealander who attended said the complex
is mostly empty.

“The hallways on the ground floor are empty and
you feel that it is a ghost town apart from the top floor
where we were. It certainly was not full of activity
beyond the show,” he said.

Examples of mega projects abound.

Chovanec describes his visit to a development zone
in Yingkou, a port city in Liaoning province, where an
industrial zone and a residential zone with a marina
are planned.

“The scale of this thing will take your breath away. It
is comparable in scale to Pudong (Shanghai’s business
district),” he said.

Yingkou’s development zone is under development
and hence is mostly empty space.

A government building and a steel mill are possibly
the only two buildings in the zone, Chovanec said.
“The administrative building is this monstrous
monolith. It’s almost empty except for a presentation.”

The steel mill was completed one year ago, added
Chovanec. “It’s sitting there empty and they haven’t
fired up the furnace.

There is so much overcapacity in steel, they can’t
sell what they make.”

Over in Guangdong, many residential units sit
empty, said Neeraj Sawhney, a Hong Kong textile
trader who often travels to the province.

“I have seen houses and shops built in second and
third-tier cities in Guangdong in 2005 that are still
empty,” he said.

“Supply is much more than demand in these cities.
Funding was easily available for developers, who went
ahead and constructed, disregarding demand.”

China’s fixed-asset investment increased at a
faster rate after Beijing launched its four trillion
yuan (HK$4.5 trillion) stimulus package in late 2008
to combat the global economic crisis. Investment
rose 30.1 per cent to 22.5 trillion yuan last year, 4.6
percentage points higher than in 2008, the National

Bureau of Statistics said. Gross domestic product
grew 8.7 per cent last year, thanks to the stimulus.

To support the stimulus, banks lent out a record
9.59 trillion yuan last year, of which a quarter went
to infrastructure construction, the People’s Bank of
China said.

And that investment in physical infrastructure
boosts GDP.

“If you spend money, you’ll make 8 per cent GDP
growth,” Chovanec said. “Whether it’s productive is
another question.

The central government said to the provinces, give
us your wish list. The local governments accelerated
their projects.

“You got 10 to 20 years of infrastructure
developments accelerated to a three-year time frame.
Once you accelerate it like that, the vetting process
gets thrown out the window.”

Although it is difficult to judge any single project
as unviable, given that so many massive projects are
being rolled out, the probability of waste increases,
Chovanec said.

“All over the country, every province has at least
one mega project. It’s one thing to build one mega
project over a 10-year plan. It’s another thing to build
this 10-year project in two years and do many of them
all over the country. How much capacity expansion
can the economy digest at one time?”

In Yingchuan, the capital of Ningxia province, 70
per cent of GDP growth last year was related to fixed-
asset investment, according to the city’s officials.

“I can’t think of any economy where that rate
of growth is sustainable,” Bruce Richardson, an
American businessman

living in Yingchuan, said.

Both useful infrastructure and empty buildings
can be seen in Yingchuan, he said. “I see significant
investment in transport infrastructure like roads and
airports. As soon as a road is finished, it’s used. There
are no bridges to nowhere.”

On the other hand, high-end residential units in
Yingchuan have a 50 per cent vacancy rate. The
local government is considering discouraging the
purchase of second or third residential units to slow
construction, Richardson said.

Some local officials have realised the massive
build-up is generating undesirable effects and are
switching towards sustainable growth, including Yun

Guangzhong, the mayor of Ordos, a city in Inner

Mongolia.
Ordos, with a population of 1.55 million, has been

described as a “ghost city” in blogs and Al-Jazeera

television, because it contains a newly built city
centre with ultra-modern buildings that is nearly

In contrast to focusing on building infrastructure
last year, Yun recommended alternate policies
like attracting competitive industries to Ordos and
increasing jobs this year.

Yun admitted failings in the administration of
projects, saying: ““We must not undertake prestige
projects for the sake of image and must not fake data.”
The city government “contains elements of laziness,
falsification, laxness and shallowness in work ethic,
which has seriously damaged its efficiency and image”.

Jonathan Woetzel, a director in the Shanghai office
of international consultancy McKinsey, said: “There is
a lot of living dead out there.”

Most cities have newly developed zones that are
often initially empty when completed, he said. “Some
work out well, some not.”

As arule of thumb, if a new city centre has a
population of one million in 15 years, that would be
successful, and these projects have long-term payback
timetables measured in 10 to 20 years, Woetzel said.

In contrast to isolated Ordos, the bustling coastal
cities of Quanzhou and Jinjiang in Fujian province
are benefiting from the construction of badly needed
infrastructure.

The two cities are merging as part of the
government’s policy to create mega cities, Douglas
Sheridan, a United States footwear trader who does
business in Jinjiang, said.

The result is a series of infrastructure projects
such as highways, sewage systems and buildings
in Quanzhou and Jinjiang, Sheridan said. “They
are merging cities, but they don’t have enough
fundamental infrastructure like transport and food
supply logistics. Buses are not enough. There are
more trucks on the roads, so traffic flow is increasing
enormously.”

Woetzel said: “On a national level, China has
another 15 to 20 years of rapid urbanisation, so
on average, urban construction is a necessary
development.”

Ramped up thanks to the stimulus measures, fixed-

asset investment grew to 22.5 trillion yuan last year, a rise
of: 30.1%

5 Rl =
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empty. Ordos’ population density is 17.8 people per |

square kilometre, compared with an urban density of ¥

10,606 people for New York City.

In a speech on January 12, Yun said the speed of
development “cannot substitute quality and efficiency.
GDP alone cannot represent the people’s aspirations
or the raising of their income. Fixed-asset investment
does not mean industrialisation and urbanisation have
improved.”

In contrast to focusing on building infrastructure
last year, Yun recommended alternate policies
like attracting competitive industries to Ordos and
increasing jobs this year.

Yun admitted failings in the administration of
projects, saying: “We must not undertake prestige
projects for the sake of image and must not fake data.”
The city government “contains elements of laziness,
falsification, laxness and shallowness in work ethic,
which has seriously damaged its efficiency and image”
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|“h"nb What sets the South China Mall apart from the rest,
esides its mind-numbing size, is that it never went into
| decline. The tenants didn’t jump ship; they never evenlg
nfﬂ"'ncame on board. The mall entered the world pre-ruined,
as if its developers had deliberately created an attraction
Ek Iﬂifor people with a taste for abandonment and decay. Itis a
spectacular real-estate failure — but it is also, as |
[nrﬁﬂ'l'l Three years ago, just before the South China Mall
opened, it was featured on the front page of The New
PmatioYork Times as part of China’s “astonishing” new,
, consumer culture. As the Times put it, with perhaps a
'“fﬂmtrace of hyperbole, the “Chinese have started to embracek
America’s ‘shop till you drop’ ethos and are in the
|nfnrmmiddle of a buy-at-the mall frenzy.” A spokesman for
the mall’s developer Hu Guirong, an instant-noodle
Ek billionaire, told the Times that Hu’s team had spent two
years traveling the world — France, Italy, Nevada — in
rnrn search of ideas. They expected the mall to average more
MMhan 70,000 visitors a day. “We wanted to do something
groundbreaking,” the spokesman said. “We wanted to
ﬂ“aﬂ'nleave our mark on history.”
| In making size the first consideration, Hu wask
n‘fﬂfﬂ'lfollowing a general trend among mall developers, for
whom the competition for the “largest” label can be as
|n fierce as an arms race. Consider the mall-building craze
underway in the Emirates. Its largest shopping center,
* the 2.4-million-square-foot Mall of the Emirates, is only
three years old, but will relinquish its throne this year
[.nrnmto the even bigger Dubai Mall — which in turn will be
superseded in 2010 by the gargantuan Mall of Arabia.
m.latin(Together, the three properties will contain about 10K
million square feet of leasable space — more than two ;
!nfﬁrrnsquare feet for every resident of the country.) And it’sH¥When it’s easy to get financing without having to
' not enough for a 21st-century mall to have shops; it must_. . convince someone of the project’s feasibility, and [nf“"
|I'|ﬁ also have gondolas, trams, water slides, “Olympic sized”""*without having to show pre-leasing commitment, you,

] I .
hockey rinks, ice palaces or — in the case of the Dubaiygaican start to get into trouble,” he says. tionWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek In tl'l-fﬂ

Mall — one of the world’s largest aquariums, to be filled “It’s all wrong,” said a middle-aged man I met

!k Infwith 41,000 fish. The big attraction of the South Chin exploring the empty storefronts, who wouldn’t give hismwl,* :IHWHWE* IHWHWE* Ineek \

Mall was supposed to be its “foreign” design. Learning™ - name because, he said, he’s a rival developer. “It’s too R i e ¥ i N ;|

[ﬁrﬂrmfrom Las Vegas, where replicas of European monumentsf |big. It’s too confusing. But if it were in Guangzhou”pppyofficial permission from our company, thus constitutingnf\ieek Iﬂfﬂ
and New York landmarks draw throngs of tourists, the' . "~ a much bigger city, about forty miles away — “you  a breach of contract and directly affecting the image of 1

fimatigPongguan mall modeled seven zones after variousi#@might have a chance.”The people at Hu Guirong siti@the shopping center.” eek lfhl"l‘ﬂi

. exotic world locations. Its rooftops reflect at least twenty _company, Sanyuan Yinhui, declined to be interviewed,w It’s odd to find a store with an actual person in it, like I

;nfﬂ"ndlfferent influences, from Czech town halls to TurkishT¥but Edward deSwart, an industry veteran brought inl¥¥#!S-Square, a small, stylish clothing store with black- Hr“h I“fﬂ
mosques. . . !Ifmlast summer to turn the South China Mall around’l'l.’i painted walls. Its 21-year-old shop assistant, Miss Chenm ™

n As the mall was about to open, one of its designW@%hinks the location is fine. “It’s a pretty good market M@said business wasn’t so bad back when the mall first Info
consultants, Tan Thomas of the Thomas Consultjng‘fmabout 50 million people in the Pearl River Delta,” heﬁopened- Rent was then 10.000 yuan, but it’s no longerm I

* IniGroup in Vancouver, told the trade publication Shopping##says. “We will draw from all the cities around, but it collected. “We used to get lots of tour groups,” she said| n EEk |
Centers Today that the zones were “done with suchp fhas to be a strong enough attraction.” DeSwart go IPI(f)W I’s just lztudent (gigr(})lupsaang %ccasmnzﬂ!y oS nWieek !

[ ﬁfﬂl“l‘ﬂamhenti?ity’ wit}l such great attganti(’),n to detail, that you™ “hired after Sanyuan Yinhui sold a controlling stake in getsaf(t)?lgy 0‘;’?\; OE:,’I‘Z,HESI?O mte resya (;)ar;,t a nl(liypirslggs 131% h oures: I ﬂfﬂ

: riends.

Z |
fmatigor the Squtﬁl Cll)lina Mlall —one olf the i}rst thingsdI sa}vlvlm “I\l/{any devell())per? [in Chinél]shave fallen into what/\{ Miss Chen often sends texts to Miss Peng, also 21 'ﬂf“‘rﬂllllﬂ
upon arrival — bears eleven circular seals engraved with _ T call the cowboy league,” deSwart says, trying to i i i : ies
Infni"fnthe name of the city that meant so much suffering foﬂ'rﬂ]explain how the ¥n311 %ver got built. “(%,uys r\th(% alllﬂﬂ‘s”fllz)%stlﬁsatb fshjﬁgttger ‘é?fg‘ufge}? fﬁgﬁﬁééﬁgﬁ%ﬂéﬁ fge;rse(géiiﬂ In Iﬁﬁ]
Napoleon’s army: “MOCSOW”. It takes a .minute to of a sudden have a lot Of_ money .anc.l WE.lIlt to build the two ladies from chatting. “Our bosses say we could.
|Mﬁgure out that the seals have been affixed upside-down. wfoia magnificent structure, without thinking it through.”Illgo into the corridor and yell down to each other,” Miss2ek In Infn
The great arch leads you out of Paris and into either, INOW he plans to “wind the clock back™ and start___ Peng said. “I usually just stare into space. Sometimes I m
!k Venice or Amsterdam — it’s hard to tell, since this halfk completely over, leasing the mall in small phasestifkget really sleepy and want to take a nap, but I get scared EEk \
of the mall, where the pedestrian walkways are allﬁover several years. (The complex does have two fairly ti because at any time a customer could come in, and IEE.IE h
rﬁhmoutdoors, has never been finished. The buildings have™%healthy anchors, a Spar department store and a B & Omight miss the only customer of the day.” o Iﬂfﬂ
ornate, generically European facades, but their insidespaaQ housewares center, both of which can be entered)|fyf) Neither Peng nor Chen spends much time with Xia, fgnpn
. hremain shells filled with puddles, unrailed staircases,and” " without having to pass through the mall’s interior.) over in Polo Meisdol. “There used to be a girl our |
AMNARIC andom stacks of tile and concrete. The exotic palm trees Hand, the retail expert from Jones Lang LaSalle gjg@e¢ Who worked there,” Peng said, a little sadly. “Herggps ||:Lﬂrﬂ'|a
| lining the sidewalk have been invaded by homegrown  — maintains that Chinese developers are learning  astrological E‘gn }‘I’V as ?ldlia%o,{l’ and we used to hang out
RforfMsouth-China weeds. quickly and that the market has great potential. “Thej sorlgletmlles. ut]t St s et{{ ¢ retail is th ¢ difficur@ek I Info
A suspicious security guard, clearly elated to have  Chinese love shopping, they love brands, and they [OP:C 1N Toa esiate say nat Tl 13 e ot o

|nf|:|r|1'|something to do, turned me away from this section. “Welg llove international products, even though the averagennﬁgfksg Elr((épt%r;yUXEd?tv g;%p{)eEr\i/SEy]inf f},‘f%n;fﬂ‘fﬁ?;nm Il'lfﬂ

ust want to look at the tower,” my translator told him, . income is low,” he says. “New shoppers are born., oven up at once. “You hear simultaneously evervone
ak Ianpointing to the red-brick Venetian campanile down at theﬁeveryday. We won’t run out of them.” rﬂnlgfmch“iﬁg the project ﬂlllat’s suppo;led to blé t{le regi};nalEEk M |

enfi‘. , , . ma “.It’s SO boring h@:re,” said Xia Qunyan, the Sh0p draw,” says Groves, the Hong Kong consultant, who
rﬁhrm That’s what they all say,” he replied. assistant in Polo Meisdol, a leather-goods and clothing'®®'has also worked on projects in the Emirates. With malls
Back through the triumphal arch, past the never—,‘hstore whose logo contrives to emulate that of Ralphlﬁﬁ“so large they beggar belief” sprouting up all over thepale - [,
n.naﬂnopened Eagle Nest Bar, a sign heralds the entrance to™ - Lauren. “There’s no business.” Xia, a friendly woman™ - Middle East, Groves says, “one or more of the projects orma
San Francisco: “Here you can find high-grade perfume.lfmin her early thirties, rolled her eyes when remindedmeould have trouble.” ' ‘ _sek In
Iﬂfﬁﬁnfrom France, genuine leather items from Italy, as well™*"that she works in the world’s biggest mall. “That’s The situation is even more complicated in China, Iﬂfﬂ
' as well known watches from Switzerland.” But there’sf |what they told us to get us here,” she said. where per capita income is about a fifteenth of thenm
nothing except vacant storefronts, with a couple o Rent for the shop, located in a theoretically high- UAE’s. Much s expected of China in the next decade. Its
nforMescalators sheathed in dust covered plastic. foitraffic spot next to an escalator, was originally 28 000fjgeconomy continues to experience double-digit growth aale |y Info
It’s a relief to find Amazing World, the mostly outdoor  yuan (Dh15,000) a month, but Xia says it’s never and its factories now assemble most of the toys, shoes |
2k Infamusement park on the east side of the mall. On my first¥¥been paid. The company invested 230,000 yuan inlW¥22d dm1c1ro_ch1ps 130%18 world. The counl;ryzgégeétﬁ.to Infomeek
day, a Friday, a few dozen schoolchildren, bused in from g renovations, she said, and since they’re one of only quadruple Its year per-capita income by -
- - . . gis rising, and before long — the conventional thinkinggale Iu I
[ﬁfﬂﬂ'ﬂmore than an hour away, were enjoying the massivellfour small retailers left, the mall gives them free rent soes — there will be a gigantic Chinese consumer class nffc
bright-colored rides. The Action Arm, a giant yellow ‘men Friday, Xia passed the time chatting with a friend four or five hundred millions of prosperous, educated I
ﬂ“aﬂﬂswmg, flipped them around three hundred and sixtyM®who’d dropped by with her baby. On Saturday, my people looking to stroll through malls and buy lots Of*k "ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ
degrees, while the Drog Tower let them free-fallfromk ltranslator and I found Xia alone, playing cards Wlthmstuff they don’t need. (At present, fewer than 10 pernw!“
twenty stories. (The mall.sEnghsh Websne asks,“Do you™ 'herself. At her suggestion, we sat down and played'""*cent of China’s population of 1.3 billion have enough Il'lfﬂ
dare to take a try — experience the feeling of ‘death’? Theﬁthree rounds of a game called Catch the Landlord. itigdiscretionary income to count as “middle-class”.) In
|nfﬂ"..ﬂanswer is yes because the safety is ensured.”) A Mayan- This section of the mall has four floors, and two About 500 new malls have been built in China over the f"fo
themed flume would have looked pretty good too, if onlypyglevels above Xia’s shop is a loud arcade, Dino’s World,lw&ast five years, estimates Kevin Jiang, a researcher at the Iﬂfm‘n
ak Iniit hadn’t been drained of water. On Saturday afternoon, _ that blares techno music throughout the empty atrium. _ Mall China Information Center. All of them are waiting eek
a couple of hundred locals gathered in Amazing World ffi@There’s also a huge Teletubbies playroom for kids, andfj@ifor the arrival of this coming mega-middle class, as arepglg In' |
nfo Chen Xiaodong, a 23-year-old insurance company _ a bridge leading off to the indoor section of Amazing_, the rest of China’s countless “visionary” development Infe
FMworker, sat by the central pond with her boyfriend. “It’sii@World. A tour of the section’s 600 retail storefrontslﬁﬂ'fs’gg%‘g(s)- Th_edse tlncmdt% a ffrsolin-sc}iagch eco-city df(’?* In
not very exciting,” she said. The two had already tried, yields glimpses of what the South China Mall might hond aesll ents n.(ﬁ o h ang (;"‘1’ %ComPOFI} o ;
fmatitme rides and had considered looking for shops, butk lhave been; in some parts, there are even signs for threem'l-;/[ un f.e %xur%fl Vi asd n t fh raos kesertl.o ?gfanEel-ol’mE
| decided against it. “I didn’t want to go inside,” she said,ﬁor four stores in a row, most of them south Chinese or g | ((i) nl%r? 1earia;1r]1 S?Htm?]lésragaigg;e wﬁ?clﬁ_lx)x?;s aeepstlr%a gd beEEk In
ﬂfﬂrrﬂ“because there was a weird smell.” Hong Kong chains with eccentric English names. You go'c imp DA y y Ilﬂfﬂ
Exactly why the South China Mall failed so badl ass Kentex, Marino Orlandi, and Ebose, all empty. US British and French troops in the nineteenth century,
| . y why ! ! : YmaP ; 0 , ose, pty. US\A ™ The cowboy developers of China, like the  bored Inforn
nforrﬂi)s a matter of some dispute. Did the retailers hold back™ ™Eell, Wen Chun, IP Zone, Weekend Workshop —empty. " " employees of the South China Mall, are still waiting. tn:fﬂ
ecause there were no customers, or did the customersyf  Orlandi, and Ebose, all empty. US Eell, Wen Chun gjgiSome day — and they hope it’s soon — this new middle] II\-
!k Mstay away because there were no retailers? Or did™ 1P Zone, Weekend Workshop — empty. Balenno,  class will finally show up to fill the empty spaces. The \
Hu Guirong doom the project by opening it beforeyfgySmitih’s [sic], Greenwood— empty. Carslan — gated. gjgymalls will overflow, the stuff will sell, and the countrymgle [y ‘
[ﬂmmcqnstmctlon was finished — driving everybody away = Henan Medicine — locked, full of pharmaceutical ~ will take its rightful place among the world’s great ll‘ifﬂ
with t111<e Séaffoldlng and tllle dust?1 based b products, with an eviction notice for “breach offfficonsumer powers. But until then, Xia Qunyan remainsnWeak
Dic roves, a retail consultant based innearby;
m.laﬂnHong Kong, chalks it up to inexperience in the leasing
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‘WE STOPPED
GETTING ORDERS

FROM IRAQ A
LONG TIME AGO’

For 17 years, the pride of the Iraqi navy

- two small warships - have been moored
in the middle of a Nato naval base in
northern Italy, unable to sail because of a
UN embargo. The 12 crewmen still scrub
the decks daily, whom? Sophie Arie is
granted a rare audience with Saddam’s
forgotten sailors

By Sophie Arie

Abdul Wahid Toama beams from ear
to ear and his soft brown eyes sparkle
as he tucks into a thick Italian ice cream
amid the striplights and plastic chairs
of his favourite hang-out, a Co-op
shopping centre in the northern Italian
port town, La Spezia.

“Isn’t it bello , beautiful here?” he
asks, gazing at a couple of pimply
teenagers canoodling at the next table.
“It’s so beautiful. I must show you
upstairs.”

I try to muster some enthusiasm,
when I can’t think of anything I would
rather not do than check out the Co-op’s
bargain shoe selection. Actually, all I
want to do, after scouring the streets
for this man for several weeks, is find
out who is giving him his orders these
days. Because, although Saddam may
be gone, my gentle friend is one of 12
Iraqi sailors still loyally serving the
Iraqi government - even though there
isn’t one - on two battleships that are the
proud remains of the Iraqi navy.

Each day they solemnly hoist the
Iraqi flag, but they haven’t been able
to put up much of a fight in the recent
war, or in fact for the past 17 years,
because of a slight mobility problem.
The two 680-tonne corvettes, complete
with helicopter launch-pads and 76mm
cannon, have not moved since they were
built by the Italian shipping constructors
Fincantieri as part of a 12-ship mega-
order from Iraq in the early 80s. Iraq
had just paid for the first two ships in
1986 and Italians had begun training the
Iraqi crew to sail them home when a UN
embargo was slapped on the country
after the Iran-Iraq war.

Since then the Mussa Ben Nussair and
the Tarik Ben Ziad have been stuck in
La Spezia, nestling quietly near ranks of
Italian frigates in the vast naval harbour
which doubles up as a key European
Nato base and centre for anti-submarine
and mine-warfare research. Over the
years, Iraq has refused to sell the ships
and Italy has tried to deny there is
anything awkward about hosting their
crews, who oil the cogs and polish the
brass while patiently waiting to set sail.

Originally the scores of sailors and
their families were comfortably housed
in an idyllic suburb called Lerici,
looking over the so-called Bay of Poets
where Byron and Shelley once came for
inspiration. But as Saddam made more
and more enemies, the chances of the
boats ever leaving shrank and the crews
were whittled down. Today just 12
sailors, most of them from the Iraqi port
town of Basra, live and eat and watch
the news reports from their bombed-
out country on board the ships. To save
money they do their own handwashing,
causing giggles and frowns among
the pristine Italian sailors by stringing
up their boxer shorts to dry on deck,
alongside the Iraqi flag.

“We stopped getting orders from Iraq
a long time ago,” Toama says in broken
English and Italian. “We watched bombs
falling on places we know. All the
phone lines were cut. The government is
finished. Now the capo (boss) in Basra
is your people, the British. But they
have not phoned us.”

As we wander along the palm-tree
lined seafront, passing clusters of novice
Italian sailors in Popeye tunics, Toama

takes my arm and rolls his eyes at the
thought of Saddam. His smile shows
his relief that the regime is gone. He
even gives me a present of a 250-dinar
note, pointing at Saddam’s face, as
a souvenir. But he says that any Iraqi
leader is better than an American one.
“I did not want any more wars. No more
mess. I have had enough of Saddam.
Basta . I have served eight years in the
war with Iran. And then in Kuwait.

“But I know the Americans don’t care
about Iraqis. All they want is our oil,
our wealth.”

Toama, 37, left his wife Basme
and five-month-old baby Eli in Basra
when he was posted to La Spezia last
November, as part of the regular annual
change of guard.

The men have hunkered down together,
cooking Iraqi dishes with fresh local
fish and zapping to skimpily clad ladies
on Italian TV gameshows for light relief
from the war. They hope they might be
able to return to Iraq “in a year or two”.

After weeks without contact, Toama
has managed to speak to his 28-year-
old wife using the international call
centre at La Spezia train station and
a borrowed satellite phone in Basra.
Before the war, she did not know where
he was. The Iraqi regime kept the
sailor’s destinations secret - and their
families were kept in Iraq to ensure the
sailors did not run off into the Italian
sunset. Some of Toama’s fellow sailors
are still cut off from their relatives
and are said to be worried now about
reprisals against military families.

Last month the Iraqi embassy
managed to pay the running costs of the
ship, apparently from its reserves in a
local Italian bank account. “But who
knows whether there will be money
next month? Maybe the Italians can
help,” says Toama, who has no personal
money problems. Making a sign of
a growing pile with his hand, he tells
me he has saved most of the Dollars
700 (pounds 436) monthly pay he has
received for the past seven months,
spending only a little on tiny presents
- a cheap Chinese portable radio, a
football for his toddler son.

Depending on how long it takes the
rest of the world to decide whether
to lift the embargo on Iraq, Italy may
well find itself having to bail out the
stranded Iraqis. Naval officials, fearing
adiplomatic incident, had a hard enough
time convincing Saddam’s regime to
pay for emergency repairs to save the
two rusting hulks from sinking. “It
took us four years to talk the Iraqis into
repairing the ships,” says the Italian
naval spokesman, Comandante Pilato.
“We had to do the work at a special
price, or else one day they could have
sunk. That would be a waste.”

While Italy continues to play the
perfect host, and Iraq is now supposedly
free, the 12 sailors remain trapped in a
gilded cage. Toama proudly shows me
his temporary residence permit, which
gives his current address as ‘“Marina
Militare, La Spezia”

He and his fellow sailors are not
allowed to wander outside the town, not
even to nearby Genoa: carabinieri clock
them in and out of the high-security
navy base every time they feel like
going for a walk.

Everyone seems a bit embarrassed by
the odd situation. The Iraqi consul, Faris
al-Shooker, says he still does not know
when their situation will change. The
mayor of La Spezia is still waiting for
an answer from the Italian government
after he demanded a decision on the
status of the 12 men and has offered
to provide them with humanitarian
assistance.

Spezzini, as the locals are known,
have developed an affection for the
burly, moustached men whom they
often spot gazing into designer shop
windows, sipping cappuccinos and
carrying food supplies back from the
supermarket. “They’ve been here so
long, they might as well be Italians,”
says the newspaper seller outside the
entrance to the naval base.

During the war the men were
harder to find, hiding behind the high,
barbed-wire topped walls of the navy,
manning a piece of Iraqi territory

contract”. Triumph International — empty but withimsitting on a stool in front of her shop, shuffling her "M‘ J I’IME ok ; ‘M :

i | periens ) anangry notice from the mall: “According to records *="playing cards and wondering how to pass the time. on Eﬂ““atk‘“ I"hﬂﬂa“ﬂll EE‘k il"lfﬂ]’l'l'laﬂﬂnwee:k Immiu
| business, mixed with an undisciplined financial system . the entity closed its business without first acquiringg. . ‘
nforfauunsvecn miutnauUIEreen  HnOHTNGUG VeSOl auL Y Y eER nuiMausveeen unmauunveeen anuniation InformationWeek  InformationWeek  InformationWeek  Inforfnawwisscen

nformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek Information InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek InformationW

that was floating inside one of Nato’s
key European bases. A US battleship
recently came within a stone’s throw
of the Iraqi outpost, stopping off at the
base as it returned from Iraq.

Amid the tension of the war, Italy
expelled four Iraqi diplomats just
in case they were spies. The men,
reportedly phony cooks at the embassy,
left the country and Al-Shooker was left
rattling around the shabby, yellowed
corridors of the Iraqi embassy with only
Arab television stations and portraits of
a young Saddam for company.

Local MPs in La Spezia questioned
the wisdom of allowing Iraqis to live
inside a military base that was on high
alert. But Italian officials insisted that
their guests were not a threat. There
was a sense of deja vu: everyone had
gone through the same rigmarole in the
last Gulf war. Back then, suspicions
were raised that from their unusual
vantage point, the Iraqi sailors could
feed European military secrets to
Saddam’s regime. And one crew
member, 39-year-old Mohand Kasim
Orseed and another sailor, downed their
uniforms and claimed political asylum
in Italy. “I’'m not sure which was more
important at the time, his desire to
defect or his love for a local prostitute,”
a moustached terrorist police agent told
me with a grin. “Orseed said he’d fallen
in love.”

Italy granted Orseed political asylum
and mounted an intricate plan to put Iraqi
agents off the defector’s trail, letting it
get out that he had slipped out of Italy
and gone to sea on an unidentified oil
tanker. In fact he holed up in a sleepy
village outside La Spezia until the
storm had settled and then moved to
Milan to work as an electrician.

But eight years later, Orseed popped
up in a flat overlooking the perimeter
wall of the La Spezia naval base, with
a machine-gun, some hand grenades
and 250 floppy discs full of military
information downloaded from the
internet. He was arrested but the spying
suspicions could not be proved and he
got a two-year suspended sentence for
illegal possession of a weapon.

It seems highly unlikely that Toama
is a spy. Just a gentle, lonely guy living
a bizarre side-chapter of the whole
Iraqi saga. The only time his smile
evaporated was when he explained
that his wife won’t tell him how many
friends and “brothers” have been killed
in the war. “I know I have been lucky to
be in Italy,” he says. “The Italians are
good people. They have white hearts.
But I am Iraqi. As soon as there is a new
Iraqi government, I want to go back.

“I want to fill my ship with batteries
and sail them back home. It’s hard to
get batteries in Iraq. It’s a problem, you
know?
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Many are believed

to be opportunists
looking for handouts

In an insurgency. everyone is an im-
podtor. Thi ebemy wears no wniform
and carries no identity cand.
Just 56 wilh a mullah 0 Kandahar
n mamied Mooral Aziz Adter trading bis job
ax a Talban commander for a cushy
pogl as an Alghan governmient official,
Uy 2100y goes, hie was takoen last month
I by the military ooalition o & towr of his
old Bases, whers he made speeches to
persaade the bocals not o Suppart the
inSurgency.
Except the locals say they never
hard od hism
Theen there was Uhe AIRRAD “Senator™
lﬂ who [nstesd may have been o Talsban
uptmlw.lnlmu.aq',he:unmd s Wy
pg | oo petting a VILF: tour of somse of the
enioat secret locations in Kandahar, with
I| briefings from the provincial governoe,
Tooryalai Wesa, the local head of the
Alghan |mtelligence service and the gov-

2 erneor of the stratégic district of Dand.
He did not even bother to adopt & real
B! senator's name. “There was no senater

by that mame in the entine senate’" sasd
Bismillah Afghanmal, who ks a real sen-
abor, from Kandahar,

These are hardly izolated cases. In
September, 3 man posing as 8 Taliban
ll'n peace enviry iraveled from Kandabar o

Kabal 1o meet the bead of the High
EE1 Peace Council, and uséed a bomb Ridden

ifi hid turban 0 assassinabe him. The
EE' wisar bedone, an impostor wheo persusded

the Americans thal bé was & high-rank-
aV

nV
ee

ing Talihan offickal wiho wanied (o (alk
peace was Down in by a NATO belicopter
o meet with President Hamid Karzal,
and paid kandsomely lor his time, In lage
3004, a CIA informmeer who turmed out ie
Iﬂ bee a Qivecda plant killed efght people in a
sulclde attack at a CIA. oulpast.
B  Mr. Aziz. the supposed Taliban com-
mander, showed up in Kandshar bast
EE| year with 30 armed men and a lecter Erom
the Talihan leadership i Pakistan show-
ingg that be had just been appoinied the
shadow povernor of Kunduz Provinoe
His story was that he did not like it up
morth 20 was turnang kimsell s as part
of thie povermiment’s reRtEEration pro-
gragn, in which tormeer Taliban fighters
are offered acoiss b0 CommUnRIly and
jobd programs,
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Seeing Double-Double in China

| Burders, from Ad|

Santa Annfor trodemenark in-
fringernent and coumberfelt-
Ing Ln-M-Out wonldm® oome
ment on the settlement #x-
eopl far o gtatement siying
“the maiter has Decn pe-
solved =

Baf in Shanghnl, where
CaliBurger cpened s first
branch last month, soomes of
thie reslaurant’s ermpkiyees
wren't shy aboul Lhe source
of thielr inaplration. Jofia-
than Woeng CaliBurgers
chef de culsire &nd direcior
of tradming and develop-
méent, 15 s formeer mansger at
an In-N-0nal store in Borth-
erm Californis

“The msdel was In-N-
Drut,” sa5d Wong, 28, & nathe
of Hercules, Calll

St  CallBunger has
made some tavendcs Go the In-
M-t formsla thal &en
some Southern Californis
dile-hards redght find an im-
provement on the original
e nrwd hakes,

The Shanghal restaurant
perves Californis wine ns
wirll ps vanills shakes spiked
wiLth bourbon. And &5 mns
cots  nre  beggy.  meoaly
Weatern models “as golden
ns the Cobfommis sun™ who
represent the company al
events in Chine, scconding
ta thie CaliBurger webaits

“The stalf really loved
Lheeem, ™ Wi snld

“Thi* Bumger batlle ks just
the latest skirish ver in-
tellectual property in China,
whers pirated movies and
menchandise ane gining way
o knockoll services nnd re
il bruairwssses,

Pholos of & fuke Apple
store im Eouthern Yuannan
provinece went viral on the
[nEEFRel LAl Fear.

Global restaurant chalng
hawe become popular far
gels as well. Big Chirese ¢il-
ies nre filled with knockofis
skich a3 Cexiry Fairy, Poza
Huhard Jamba Juioe. Then
theres OFC, or Obuma
Fried Chicken, & realavirant
ir Beijimg that was threst-
el with bigsl acison Dy
KFC, which has zeroed non
Crirch 08 o maajor market

Execul bvesal CaliFurger
which is now part of & hald
ing company based in the
Coyman  [slands, flgured
Chirese fast-focsd  Mvers
were rendy Lo slep up BB
e 10 - Gnder BUrgersE

“In Asbs, whith bas k-
ETOWiNG ecOnMHTIES W xaw
mare opportunity for A
higher-end, premium
Eipand, ™ sasd Johem C Miller, s
Laos Ampeles native &nd one
af the chains three oo
Inanders

Miller and CaliBurger £x-
ECigllves woRildmT cosmaTent
on the feud with Im-2N-Ueuk
Bt the spat e Lusl vaar
whsen CaliPuarger began con-
stracting its out et in Shang-
hai. It placed Engliab-ban-
Fumge signs reading “Enjoy o
vl - Dhavpbnle ™ arwl “Nesas-
er 15 BetterAnimal Style™
ower e future home Bul
didn't mention the company
nArne.

Mo makter, Photos of the
Signe 200 began cirealating
on the 'Welb, and speculation
started fying about In-N-
Ot going global

IE masmt — nat yeb &ny-
way. Long a regional chain,
In=M-Cut dide® verbune b
yand Californds untll 28
wwineEn Il opened In LS Vegns
whlEh remeirsd iLa ondy ouwt-
of-state locathon ot il S000

Thee chnlen rer has moee
Lhain 250 restadirmnle 5 Cali-
fornis, Arizone, MNemda,
Uiah ol Texas. IL has no
sfores oulsides the United
Siatea, Wyt T wain't shout
to kel a bunch of upstaris
frcims BLs RO STAbLE cofry il
ke In one of the world's
lstest-growing  consumer
markets,

I Sepasenbar 200, [n-N-
Crut Mled a bvwswil, albeging

CaliBurger’s acthons led 1o
"substantin damepes™ and
“irreparnbie harm”

CaliBunger made some
clhanges and lagrshed &
rrerid and decor that seerm
elighitly less like an In-N-Onat
clong, Dirers can crder & du-
al-patty (and trademarked)
Call Doubde wrnpped in wax
paper for aboul E760. The
fries can now be ordened
“Wikd Sayle." Burgers wilh-
cut buns are referred 0 as
LC 8oyle, or “low-cann,”

CaliBnirger uses Augtral-
n bl instesd of Amersean
meal backuse of Impart re-
stricilons, ckel de coisine
‘Wong el The compary im-
ports Land & Lakes cheese
&nd frozen Fremnch fries frsm
the ULS and |8 develaping a
“gporel”™ menE with mone
wegelablis

Exemutives snbd CaliBur.
BT plana 10 open & secord
store in China ard one in
Bouth Hores by the end of
the year. The chain, which
wdza hiopes to expand 1o Tl
wan, Hong Hong and élse-
where, sadd £ will partner
wiLh Frafelilsesd for &l IFber-
nutkonsl grostin

Mlarnaille, In-M-Oul ap-
pears L be testing Uhe mar-
Wit Aeross Lhe Pacife. [n De-
comber L Lok B shEnalune
Burgers 10 Shanghod for o
ome-dny pop-up svent b i
Erddiuce Lhe brand Lo con-
sumers. Last month, In-N-
it heeldl @ Sdmmilar Lasting in
Sydney, Ausiralia

Proteciing B3 fmame b

LOOK FAMILIART One big differenod is you oan et
BoaiFtsnn i _l,'l'b-l.ll':-.huil:i"' L Lhis '[.'Ih“l:ll‘gf."t' CLLory 16
Chiana. I M -Ohat aleo & iésting markets in A, -«

noLNENE s G0 in-5-Uui,
which hins b ouilck Lo take
liepm] actbAan momlael FHE
eopyeata, A Maryiand chain
ealled Grab-N-Co Burger
apreed Lo change its ped-
aned-yelbow logo after In-M-
DUl goed last year fortrade-
mark infrirgement.

All ihe Pass was bost an
Chilnese customers @ininga
the Bhanghsd CaliHurger an
& rmeoend  Friday night
Triagh Che iritial b wis
driven by EXpELASLES, Ay
diners haed nimver heard ol In-
M-Chuk

=T live in the neighbor-
hood and 1 wanbed to Ery
pomething new.” sakd Big
phen Sun, 3, 4 shoe sales-
TERR dining with his wife. *1
like how they Loasted Lhe
bun, [ &lsa like how strong
the spiked shakes are |
worked hard today.”

Zhang Wenting. o 24-
vear-ohd local resident wear-
Ing Dior glasses and & faax-
far eoal and carmying & dark
Claced parse, saad the Call-
fermin vilss was last on her
She found the cream-col-
e Bangpartles and chess-
board Aoors urdnspiring.

“1 think they need Lo &0
something about the color
seheme in here,” she sald,
describing heer pladn Burger
& "m0 dferend fram Burger
King."

Customers who  kKnew
bt Uhe [R-N-Ohal conmes-
Ehon — meostly UL, expals —
suld CaliBurger s o websname
addition 1o Ehanghal, which
i beiter known for As Ta:
mousd S6kip dimplings. oF
riasiong bao

Ag Ak ArLacked o ekeete-
burger, Cheryl Hung. an
AmErican, sl it Navor was
elcge enough Lo In-N-Oul o
SALESRy B Laste busds

"I China,” sakl Hung
H “Aryehere else and I'd b
murprised by A fp-o.”

[MaDonal]
ruled by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, an ethnic
Kurdish Party, and protected by a no-fly zone that
barred Iraqi military planes and was enforced by the
United States and Britain.

In the years that followed, hundreds of private
businesses emerged, encouraged by the local
government and aided by the easy availability of
goods from Turkey. The firms have been constrained
by the absence of a banking system that has generally
forced transactions to be in cash, but they have also
been nurtured by capital from Kurdish relatives
abroad.

Sulaymaniyah today is a place that feels unlike the

rest of Iraq, a place where money can fetch what it
desires and the traditional mores that prevail elsewhere
generally do not obstruct the selling of product. It is
a place that feels prosperous, as evidenced by Swiss
watches on many a wrist and the BMWs ubiquitous
in the traffic.
At a cafe in the lobby of the Sulaymaniyah Palace
Hotel on a recent afternoon, patrons in well-tailored
clothes sipped bottled peach juice from Turkey as they
watched music videos on a large-screen television --
Abba, followed by an animated sketch featuring a pair
of women in bikinis exploring Miami in a convertible
adorned with vanity plates: “Make Luv.”

Down the street, Ismail Hama Amin attended to his
framing shop, which was full of posters of President
Bush and Prime Minister Tony Blair superimposed
on a map of Iraq. Nearby, a row of appliance shops
offered hair dryers from Germany, juicers from
France, and vacuum cleaners and Sony PlayStations
from Japan. Other shops offered pirated DVD movies,
such as “Jaws” and “Raiders of the Lost Ark,” and a
Charlie Sheen picture called “Hot Shots! Part Deux,”
featuring a cigar-smoking Saddam Hussein character
as a villain.

Nearby, Mohamed Abdul Wahid piled ice cream
bars from a factory in Iran into a Styrofoam cooler,
handing them off to a boy who would sell them in a
nearby market.

A block away at Renas Internet Center, a largely
unknown and illicit medium in Hussein’s day, satellite
delivered the global computer network to men
occupying 15 cubicles. They stared at the same sort
of content that attracts most of the attention in other
lands: One downloaded a photo of an Italian soccer
star, while another surveyed a German casino gaming
site. A third visited an “adult love line,” taking in the
sight of “blissfullgrl25” in her underwear, next to her
vividly detailed description of how she prefers to pass
the evening.

“They like to check e-mail, chat, then visit the sexy
sites,” the manager, Aram Omer, said. “Mostly sexy
sites. But some sexy sites want MasterCard. We don’t
have a bank in our country.”

Lately, northern Iraq lacks a lot of other things, too.
Though the war hardly touched this region, sparing
it the heavy damage inflicted elsewhere, the conflict
inspired Turkey to shut its borders, crimping the flow
of goods and raising prices. At his electronics shop,
Khader Abdulla complained that the same Samsung
videodisc player he used to buy from a trading
company in Turkey for $23 now costs $48.

At Matbax, which opened four years ago, owner
Ahmed Amin does not worry about legal challenges
from McDonald’s, asserting that a small rectangle in
his logo that blocks the bottom of one of the arches
makes clear that his is a non-infringing operation.
Moreover, he said, the name Matbax, is close to
the word for “kitchen” in Arabic, solidifying his
legitimacy. He said he is exploring plans to build
restaurants in Kirkuk and Baghdad. His manager,
Amanj Mohamed, scoffed at the suggestion that their
cross-town rival, MaDonal, was competition. He
warned against even setting foot in the place. “Cheap
quality,” Mohamed said.

Amin even holds out the possibility of partnering
with McDonald’s, imagining that the world’s most
successful hamburger franchise might wish to tap
his extensive knowledge of beef shwarma, which
occupies a prime place on his menu and a large chunk
of his kitchen space as well.
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FASHIONABLY BLACK, “It’s an alternative style of dressing,” asserts I’M BART’ I’M BLACK

Eag‘?er]l)d%trolg\;hi6’Waea\ly‘\;as;n?grtl’?;l’cglCk;llrtnl;lsétm?"gragg [ - 9 will directly ?ha]]er}ge “The Cosby ShOW”.— a satirical
AFRICAN AND “’attitude adjustment” and to complement his tattoo- BROOKLYN RESTAURANT S AND WHAT AB OUT IT? -] Cartoznbflz?lil}\//éi(ig]r% (())1? ﬁ%ﬁfa"l]}-zi(iirtfarcnalrlgié < one of
thered fi . “It’s just thi dif-f t ]
CARIBBEAN STYLES ~ jmythered forsamm. Iy just something citferne NG A\ TE MAY BE A POINT By MICHEL MARRIOTT

the white Bart’s popular slogans: “Underachiever andf?
Rizzo takes pride in her untraditional dreadlocks.

While there have b ional blackened Bett BLACK WITH ATTITHRE A PR
ile there have been occasional blackened Be
CATCH ON, WAY OF She read a book about Jamaican Rastas that told how OF PRIDE ) BUT THE Boops and a few attempts last year to recast Batman a}s/

Moreover, some critics of the “Black Bart”'
; ! A phenomenon complain that recasting Bart as black
to make dreads, and *’I just stopped brushing my hair. “Black Man,” no other non-black figure, born or drawn, trivializes authentic black heroes and concerns.
DRESS TH AT BRID GES It took about five months to get it matted in round NOTE IT HITS IS SOUR has been so freely appropriated by young blacks as Bart Minutes after Nelson Mandela spoke at Yankee
locks.” Simpson. “Bart is so flexible, almost anyone can relate Stadium last June, for example, vendors were hawking
RACIAL GAPS Randy Levy, 40, St. Paul, Minn., head of Rose . to him,” Tony Jackson, a black 32-year-old street artist, selling souvenir T-shirts with the likenesses of the
Production, a music booking agency, stopped cutting ER— . said as he was custom-painting “Black Bart,” as the
USA TODAY his hair 15 years ago. Dreads were a natural outgrowth. BAMA EWA FHEE transformed character is known, on T-shirts at a recent
[+2 —

[Tk A BAGE TR
ey et el
L SAS Rl .‘

o South African leader and Black Bart standing against
EH:“H an African backdrop.
August 14, 1990 Even though fashion has finally caught up with him, L street fair in Detroit. Ultimately, the reasons for the popularity of the
By Elizabeth Snead Levy says, A lot of older people tend to look at me | tHo N 4 The T-shirts have gained popularity at a time when black Bart character may be as elusive as determining
cross-eyed.” [ ’ | A = i movies like “House Party” and television shows like “In where the great masses of T-shirts come from.
Fashion is turning black by popular demand. Still, full lips, broader noses and darker-skinned | i A e L ) Living Color,” created by blacks, are beginning to make ~ Ask any street vendor where he gets the T-shirts,
Dressing Afrocentrically - in dashikis, small round fashion models are in growing demand at major talent = small inroads into populgr culture. ) ) R which sell for $5 to $10, and you’re llke!y to receive
kufi hats, “’fade” shaved-side hairdos, Rastafarian agencies. | by = 1L 5 | e — Nonethele”ss, Reginald Hudlin, who directed a shrug of the shoulders and a rather dubious “I don’t
dreadlocks, kinte cloth, batik dresses and African  Even Vogue, that oracle of material modes, notes L L L W ' ‘House Party,” said there remained a conspicuous , , , , know.” o o
beads - is now hipper than hip for young (and young- the regrowth of the old Afro hairstyle. The retro-do 1 absence of. blacks in movies and on telev‘1s10n,“on the . Given all that, said David Rambeau, dlrgc.tor of . Tony Jackson, the street artist in Detr'01t, said his
at-heart) blacks and whites. is also imitated by a new funk band called, yes, the screen, which may account for the popularity of “Black Project BAIT, or Black Awareness iln Television, a shirts are not mass-produced and that he did not know
©African looks are very big among kids,” says Afros . Bart.”Th . N ‘ X p;lbhﬁ—mter]gi%t z(%(r(l)z:lp in Detroit, the plrlmary motivation who dAe;igns an;(i markets theLmas/i—prolduceddversionls.
: . : : : “This shows us that there is an audience so hungry of selling “Black Bart” is commercial. ox spokeswoman in Los Angeles said recently
Irma Zandl, president of Xtreme, a New York-based And teen idol Bart Simpson has been The New York Times that they will blackface a white idea,” said Mr. Hudlin, “It is just another aspect of, interestingly enough, that none of the Black Bart T-shirts are licensed by Fox 4

%100 ru;lz)—(;;l %rfkfﬁ;nr%eivg?ecnya s iE l;tlclkkﬁii’s c’cizilfiens pon sible I_A;rg;ca rg;glzi?r' ]g?rﬁtlggnveﬁlconlsggrftsai;rg)?g ;F];Sl]lgl;tri April 4,2009 who is devel-oping a pilot for a black prime-time crossover,” he said. “This time it is from the white side or the crea-tor of “The Simpsons,” Matt Groening.
: & ’ pson, By KAREEM FAHIM animated series. to the black side.” In a written statement, Mr. Groening said he had

It's not just clothes, though. All things African ~Simpson - are selling wild in the streets. Yet in an era in which ethnic polarization seems Sadly, he added, black artists who could create mixed feelings about the proliferation of dark-skinned |

a{)e bemgcf}:lmlfrac&? r}-?l a cross—lful‘t’u}rlal dtre]rgd S oma} . Modern tréb?ll bgdy—embelllshmentsl— tattoos, nose h‘T1(<) the hsdt Olf,kl(’gy nam;s thflit géagorizz the 01}3}”5 iflied widening and racial relations are more edgy, others - original black cartoons have been shut out of the mass ~ Barts. Part of the statement: “You have to have mixed
opserver aries . omas calls “"the dar enimg o rings, even oelly utton rings - are also growing in chicken stands, like Crown, Royal an ennedy, one brooklyn including some black scholars who have examined the media. feelings when youvre gettlng rlpped off.”

white America.” popularity. restaurant owner decided to add another: Obama. h i . . . . . ) . - RGPOr S .
. . . . staurant’s pers . : [phenomenon - say there is something more complex in Simply darkening Bart’s skin was not enough to But, speaking more specifically about the
The show biz black pack - including Soul IT Soul,  And while matted dreadlocks can be cut off, these of grr&f Eﬁetff;ﬁ‘g@“g};‘fg&‘{fﬁgi’Liiﬁdgﬁscehg?%fﬁ;‘ﬁriﬁ Bart’s darkening com-plexion than just the addition of ~ make him more popular for black youth, said Percy  character’s racial or ethnic identity, he denied that Bart
M.C. Hammer, Spike Lee, Eddie Murphy and Arsenio ethnic accoutrements aren’t so easily discarded. From other perspectives, it was tone-deaf at best, and racist at color. Newsum, produc-tion manager for Olmec Corporation, had any. “Bart is like Santa Claus,” he said. “No one
Hall - has put black lingo, culture and fashion in the Rizzo, who wears a trio of nose rings, admits she’s worst. When the restaurant, Royal Fried Chicken on Rutland Russell Adams, the chairman of the Afro- a black-owned toy company in New York. He said that really knows what color he is.”
limelight. o ) over the cutting edge with her pierced lip. Yes, it does Road in Brownsville, changed its name last week to Obama American Studies Department at Howard University in ~ the character was made to reflect a black background, Oba-Ta-lIye, a 48-year-old black vendor at
“What we are seeing is various aspects of black get reactions. ' . ' Fried Chicken, the reaction was swift. 'Washington, said he believes that young blacks have a with clothing styles and accessories. Harlem’s African Market, said there was no mystery
culture incorporated into the daily lives of white “People are always asking me stupid questions, Community leaders came. They t"ldgus we have to special affinity for Bart for two reasons. “The trend right now is that minority people are  to Bart Simpson’s herit-age. “He’s a white boy who’s|[#&2
Americans,” says Thomas, professor of urban studies like did it hurt and how do I kiss,” Rizzo says. ‘’But change the name,” said Mohammad Jabbar, 33, the manager. First, he said, Bart is a celebration of the outsider. looking for something that suits their background,” said crude and arrogant and has no respect for his elders,”
at the University of California, San Diego. *’It began le like it.” They said if you don't change it they will take action. “There i diness about Bart and ished  Mr. N h has sold more than 1.1 he said. “This is a dis he le buy this
' iversity » St g0. g some people like it.” . ' . It was the latest outbreak of commercial enthusiasm for ere is a rowdiness about Bart and an unvarnishe r. Newsum, whose company has sold more than 1. e said. is is a disgrace, that our people buy this
with music and has spread to fashion, dance, language Even if you aren’t going to be pierced, inked or President Obama and his family. An Illinois company tried chutzpah on the part of Bart,” he said. He suggested that million black dolls and action figures since the company stuff. It’s messing up black kids. . .
and body adornment.” dreaded, you can’t miss the message in popular music. to sell dolls that looked like the president’s daughters, and a these qualities speak particularly well to many black was founded in 1985. Oba-Ta-Iye, who has been selling African art
Seventeen magazine proclaims dreadlocks and “’Read a book or something. Learn about yourself. Brooklyn brewery, Sixpoint Craft Ales, named a beer Hop youngsters who are grow-ing up in a society that often He said that the results of a survey the company objects for 20 years on the corner of 125th Street and
Caribbean chic as “’the new fashion passion spreading Read about your culture,” the controversial rap group Obama in honor of the community organizer in chief. alienates them. conducted in Washington this summer showed that Malcolm X Boule-vard, said he refuses to stock any
from coast to coast.” Public Enemy admonishes in She Watch Channel A few minutes’ drive from Obama Fried Chicken, Obama “There is a suppressed rage in the cartoon that  almost 90 percent of black respondents considered it  of the dozens of variations on the Black Bart T-shirt.
And still trend-setting singer Cyndi Lauper flaunted  Zero. &eaﬁty Supdplg, opened .l(tjs ?IOOI‘S Sev.eral.m‘c’lngls 2}%0- hﬁ{g"neﬁ black people are picking up on,” Dr. Adams said. “Insulting” to offer white toys that were only painted A few feet away, hundreds of those T-shirts
onammed Serajl, said he was mspirec by s CArcren s Second, there are elements of the character that black. beckoned to frequent passers-by. A slender black}

long Rasta dreads in her recent concert at the Berlin And that’s precisely what blacks and whites are enthusiasm for the president, along with Mr. Obama’s - ! ! - ) 3 -
Wall. doing, through the wearing of cultural fashions. popularity in the neighborhood. A Michelle Obama wig he make him particularly accessible, he said. The most But while some blacks say they are encouraged woman in her 20’s stopped and scanned the many rows i

“The interracial clothing trend began a few “For me, (black culture) is the only thing in this sells, for $49.99, is emerging as a popular item. obvious example is the character’s hair, which is starkly by what they interpret as black youths’ rejection of a of neatly folded ;F—shirts that spolie fo her, 7in boldlx
years ago in Venice Beach and San Diego,” says country that has any culture that I'm interested in,” A White House spokesman, Ben LaBolt, said in an e-mail similar to the box-cut hair styles that have been popular basically white character until it reflected more of }‘ettered blurbs: :jk‘[‘)artheld. No!, £ didn’t do it,
Regina Rizzo, 19, a trans-planted “’El-Ayer,” now Rizzo says. *’After all, Africa is the mother of where message, “"The White House has a longstanding policy of among young bl’flcks. . their own style and attitude, many other blaqks say the Watch it, Mon!!!” “I got the pPower, and the coolly
a saleswoman at Nomad, an ethnic clothing shop in we all came from.” disapproving uses Of”the president’s name and likeness for Ernest White, the host of Cross Talk, a daily character that has emerged on the T-shirts is crudely sly “’You wouldn’t understand; it’s a black thing.”

iy ’ ) : commercial purposes. telephone call-in program on WDCU radio in stereotypical and will be ultimately harmful to African- On learning that the vendor didn’t have a fall

Wz‘l’sll\llmgt(,)’n, DC. How do black people feel al?)out whites wearing At the restaurant, Mr. Jabbar, who said he had been a lawyer Washington, said the subject of “Black Bart” has come ~ American children at a time when positive black images  line of Black Bart sweat shirts, she huffed and walked
ow,” says Rizzo, who sports blond dreadlocks dreadlocks and African pendants? and university instructor in his native Bangladesh before up frequently on his program in popular culture are painfully scarce away

and nose rings, “’it’s really happening.” “It’s a joy to see the subcultures reflected by both moving here in January, has, apart from serving food, become “I beli : P . . . . X e
. .o, N, . Obama Fried Chicken’s spokesman. The owner, he said, did elieve the.re is a feeling in the black community Dr. Adams of quard s.?ud he was dlstl}rbed by Derrlck. Saunders, 23 years old, who llve§ in the
on\s]frréi?rci)?r?gres l:f)re(frrrll Il)\}l;\};%% fﬁ?gﬁgg;%?g?g;&gs Zoﬁl?c%l;fglgs Sgd ;Zg:gt;es ’basrigsBl\l/JI?rlrlll;’ J(;r;mfﬁ,rs f;ﬁ not wish to speak to repon‘e’rs, that blacks are being blamed for a number of social ills Bart’s generally anti-authority, anti-education and  Rockaways in Queens, frowned at the suggestion of a

X : S, Explaining the decision to rename the restaurant, Mr. Jabbar that they are not necessarily responsible for,” he said. “verbally violent” behavior and its potential influence black Fred Flint-stone or George Jetson or any other
now the trend ha's hit Seventh'Avenue, Whﬁ}l‘G batl!(, absolute joy. ) ) ) . said that not only was the owner fond of President Obama but “I guess this presence of the ‘Black Bart” T-shirt’ says on young psyches. This fall, he said, new episodes popular cartoon character. -
bold cplors, foreign pattern mixes are de rigueur in And ther¢ 18 2!150 the feeling that this fashionable that the entire neighborhood also *’loved” him. there is an association with the underdog, a need to fight of “The Simpsons” have been moved by the Fox But, he said, there is “something about Bart” he
surfer jams, sarongs and summer dresses. exchange will bring the cultures closer together. “’From this love, everything is happening,” Mr. Jabbar the establishment.” Broadcasting Sunday to Thursdays, when the program likes.

It looks like the trend may hang around. Paris Erika Betts, 20, of Annandale, Va., has been said, weary from all the attention.
couturier Yves Saint Laurent draped his models in cultivating dreads for 10 months. “’Overall, the There were support and derision for the unnamed owner
python prints and Afri-can wooden jewelry for spring cross-cultural trend is good,” she says. *’They (white along Rutland Road, where most every store hangs a picture -

¢ . . . f th sident, and where, on a rainy Friday, passers-by took
91 couture, previewed in Paris last month. youths) have to at least know what the colors mean to (c)el1p%grizséicetrll;re‘;nofﬁleeigb?arﬁerglf?edréh?cykgs ;:Z;Sd v oo

wear them.” Chantel Harewood, 18, a college student who grew up in

the n;ighborhood, ordere‘c’l food from Mr. J gbbar’ ’and sa1d GERM AN B IZ ? S ODE b

e e new mame, Wy s iy she i
However, Mr?/?ab.bar Sl'a)lid %hat the resiaurant Wai bowing TO B AM RAISES L
h , and that i 1d b d P Fried d

té)hgcliczrf);sgf: wzt:r::kéngt. lizlswgll;rcwgorgrcli?gl Eot th(;EE ?;ucillif FINGER-LICKIN ’ FUROR

the new name. ’That’s so blah, predictable, typical,” she said.
The current name, she added, gave her “’pride.” Daily News (New York)
In the Au Monde Chic barbershop, where Mr. Obama’s March 17,2009

portrait hung on a back wall, Alnord Benoit cut a customer’s BY MICHAEL SAUL
hair and called the name change *’disrespectful.”

“’Did he get permission from Obama?”” Mr. Benoit asked. [l R . A GERMAN FROZEN food company seeking to

In a nearby computer store, the manager, Earl Dennis, - capitalize on President Obama’s popularity recently
jokingly said he should rename his place Obama’s Computer 4 began marketing a new fried chicken product called
Store. “’It’s publicity,” Mr. Dennis said. Of the chicken ! “ %ama Fingers,” sparking outrage from African-
restaurant, he said, *’I’'m not eating there.” v Americans on this side of the Atlantic.

Competition might have played some role in the new name. i “It’s racist and inappropriate,” declared Councilman
Crown Fried Chicken is across the street, owned by Osman [ SSSSSSSS= Charles Barron (D-Brooklyn), calling for a boycott of
Mohibi, 47, an Afghan immigrant. He keeps pictures of Mr. the company’s products. “e’l\fe should do all that we can
Obama and Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. taped to the to see to it that no [company] disrespects the first black
plexiglass divider by the cash register. President.”

Mr. Mohibi said his competitor’s misstep was winning new Judith Witting, a sales manager for the company,
customers for Crown Fried Chicken. ‘’He used the name,” Mr. Sprehe, said the connection. between Obama and fried
Mohibi said of the owner. ‘’He used black people.” chicken - a stereotype long associated with African-

Kevin McCall, one of the community organizers who Americans - never occurred to her
confronted Obama Fried Chicken’s owner, said he received “It was supposed to be a homage to the American

calls from residents disturbed by the sign, and quickly lifestyle and the new U.S. President,” Witting told
contacted the owner to tell him it was ’very offensive to Spiegel Online, a German media outlet. )
African-Americans.” “We noticed that American products and the American

The owner told him it would be taken down the next day, way of eating are trendy at the moment,” Witting said.
Mr. McCall said. When it was not, he contacted the owner “Americans are more relaxed. Not like us stiff Germans,
again. 'l said we would be out there having a rally,” Mr. like [Chancellor Angela] Merkel.”

McCall said. While the company alleges it didn’t intend to offend,

City Councilman Charles Barron, who was also involved African-American leaders here in the states called on
in the effort to change the name, said it was possible that the the company to rename the product and apologize.
owner was simply trying to exploit the president’s name. “Without a doubt it does raise concerns that are
“’Fried chicken, watermelon and minstrels are part of the rooted in the history of racism and.stere(’),typ‘lcal types of
racist stereotyping of black people in America,” he said. “’It’s characterizations of AfricanAmericans,” said state Sen.
outrageous. You have to be sensitive and knowledgeable.” Bill Perkins (D-Harlem). “It reminds us that [Obam&} s]

At the store on Friday afternoon, Mr. Jabbar served ice victory does not automatically end that which we’ve
cream to teenagers and chicken wings to regulars. He said been struggling against. .
he did not really understand the pressure to bring down the A“ccor ing to the product packaging, the fingers
sign, since everyone who came in the store seemed to like the are t’f’:nder , juicy pieces of chicken breast, coated and
idea. And he was concerned about what would happen if the fried. .
community advocates returned. It comes with a tasty curry sauce.

“I’m new to this country,” he said. “’I don’t really know The White House declined to comment.

what they could do.”
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[Foundation...]

In October last year, an item appeared on an
authoritative Russian studies website that soon had the
science-fiction community buzzing with speculative
excitement. It asserted that Isaac Asimov’s 1951 classic
Foundation was translated into Arabic under the title
“al-Qaida”. And it seemed to have the evidence to back
up its claims.

“This peculiar coincidence would be of little interest
if not for abundant parallels
between the plot of Asimov’s book and the events
unfolding now,” wrote Dmitri Gusev, the scientist
who posted the article. He was referring to apparent
similarities between the plot of Foundation and the
pursuit of the organisation we have come to know,
perhaps erroneously, as al-Qaida.

The Arabic word qaida - ordinarily meaning “base”
or “foundation” - is also used for “groundwork” and
“basis”. It is employed in the sense of a military or naval
base, and for chemical formulae and geometry: the base
of a pyramid, for example. Lane, the best Arab-English
lexicon, gives these senses: foundation, basis of a house;
the supporting columns or poles of a structure; the lower
parts of clouds extending across a horizon; a universal or
general rule or canon. With the coming of the computer
age, it has gained the further meaning of “database’:
qaida ma’lumat (information base).

Qaida itself comes from the root verb g-’-d: to sit
down, remain, stay, abide. Many people appear to think
al-Qaida’s name emerged from some idea of a physical
base - a command centre from where Bin Laden and
other leaders could direct operations. “We’ve got to get
back to al-Qaida on that one,” it’s possible to imagine a
footsoldier saying. Bin Laden himself has spoken, post-
September 11, of being in “a very safe place”. There have
also been stories that his father had a vernal estate called
al-Qaida in Yemen or Saudi Arabia. Could there be a
sense in which the name of the organisation represents
a notion of the eternal home in the consciousness of its
fugitive leader?

On the surface, the most improbable explanation of
the name is that Bin Laden was somehow inspired by
a Russian-born writer who lived most of his life in the
US and was once the world’s most prolific sci-fi novelist
(born in 1920 in Smolensk, Asimov died in New York
in 1992). But the deeper you dig, the more plausible it
seems that al-Qaida’s founders may have borrowed some
rhetoric from Foundation and its successors (it became a
series) and possibly from other science fiction material.
As Nick Mamatas argued in an article on sci-fi fans in
Gadfly magazine, “even the terror of September 11th
had science fictional overtones: it was both an attack on
New York from a tin-plated overlord with delusions of
grandeur and a single cataclysmic event that seemingly
changed everything, for ever”.

Science fiction has often featured “evil empires”
against which are set utopian ideas whose survival must
be fought for against the odds by a small but resourceful
band of men. Such empires often turn out to be amazingly
fragile when faced by intelligent idealists. Intelligent
idealists who are also psychopaths might find comfort
in a fictional role model - especially one created by a
novelist famous for castigating that “amiable dunce”
Ronald Reagan: the president who prosecuted the CIA’s
secret war in Afghanistan.

The Empire portrayed in Asimov’s novels is in turmoil
- he cited Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
as an influence. Beset by overconsumption, corruption
and inefficiency, “it had been falling for centuries before
one man really became aware of that fall. That man was
Hari Seldon, the man who represented the one spark
of creative effort left among the gathering decay. He
developed and brought to its highest pitch the science of
psycho-history.”

Seldon is a scientist and prophet who predicts the
Empire’s fall. He sets up his Foundation in a remote
corner of the galaxy, hoping to build a new civilisation
from the ruins of the old. The Empire attacks the
Foundation with all its military arsenal and tries to
crush it. Seldon uses a religion (based on scientific illu
sionism) to further his aims. These are tracked by the
novel and its sequels across a vast tract of time. For the
most part, his predictions come true.

Seldon, like Bin Laden, transmits videotaped
messages for his followers, recorded in advance.
There is also some similarity in geopolitical strategy.
Seldon’s vision seems oddly like the way Bin Laden
has conceived his campaign. “Psycho-history” is the
statistical treatment of the actions of large populations
across epochal periods - the science of mobs as Asimov
calls it. “Hari Seldon plotted the social and economic
trends of the time, sighted along curves and foresaw the
continuing and accelerating fall of civilisation.”

So did Bin Laden use Foundation as a kind of
imaginative sounding-board for the creation of al-
Qaida? Perhaps reading the book in his pampered youth,
and later on seeing his destiny in terms of the ruthless
manipulation of historical forces? Did he realise much
earlier than anyone else that the march of globalisation
would provide opportunities for those who wanted to
rouse and exploit the dispossessed?

ASIMOV

FOUNDATION

In the Arab newspaper al-Hayat, the Muslim
intellectual Yussuf Samahah put it like this: “Anyone
who believes that his (Bin Laden’s) ‘ideas’ and the
new phenomenon (globalisation) are contradictory
would be mistaken, because while globalisation
is gradually uniting the planet, it is causing many
introverted and revivalist reactions which use the tools
that globalisation provides to give the impression that
they are not only fighting it but will ultimately defeat
it.” Using something like game-theory, Asimov’s Hari
Seldon worked on exactly such principles, taking into
account, across time, the dynamic between intergalactic
megatrends and local reactions to them.

If Bin Laden did read Asimov, when was it? It is clear
that from an early age he consumed western products
and media, until a fundamentalist reversion occurred
when he met the Palestinian preacher Abdullah Azzam,
who was to be a crucial influence.

As Bin Laden’s best biographer, Yossef Bodansky,
putsit, he “started the 1970s as did many other sons of the
affluent and well-connected - breaking the strict Muslim
lifestyle in Saudi Arabia with sojourns in cosmopolitan
Beirut. While in high school and college, Osama visited
Beirut often, frequenting flashy nightclubs, casinos, and
bars. He was a drinker and womaniser, which often got
him into bar brawls.” If Bin Laden did read Foundation ,
it most likely would have been in these wild years, when
he was aping western habits. Maybe he read an English
version, bought in one of Beirut’s English-language
bookshops, or during a trip to the US or London (where
he bought property in Wembley).

Was there any science fiction for him to read in
Arabic? A search dating from 1972 to the present of the
Index Translationem , Unesco’s register of translated
books, reveals a reasonable amount of classic fantastic
fiction in Arabic: The Time Machine , The Invisible
Man , Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea . But so
far as 20th-century science fiction is concerned, a search
found only two clear-cut examples: a 1985 Kuwait book
which collected Ray Bradbury’s Pillar of Fire and The
Fog Horn and a 1988 Iraqi edition of Colin Wilson’s
The Mind Parasites.

Maybe, says Dennis Lien from the University of
Minnesota, who made the search, the fabled Arabic
edition of Foundation was published prior to 1972 and
has not been reprinted since, but passed from hand to
hand. “I suppose one could argue that since Asimov
was Jewish it may have become politically incorrect
in the Islamic world to reprint his books, but the same
argument would apply against their being printed to any
great degree in the first place.”

In the wake of September 11, the spectre of another
science-fiction novel, Frank Herbert’s Dune , was
also raised as a possible influence on Bin Laden’s
self-mythology. It features a mysterious man whose
followers, Arabic-speaking sons of the desert, live in
caves and tunnels. They engage in a religious jihad
against a corrupt imperialist civilisation.

The case that science fiction, and in particular Asimov,
could have had an effect on Bin Laden is strengthened
by their better documented effects on other

psychopathic personalities. Japan’s Aum Shinrikyo sect
- which released 11 packets of deadly sarin gas into the
Tokyo subway in 1995 - was also apparently trying to
build a community of scientists modelled on the members
of Asimov’s Foundation. “Aum’s bible was, believe it or
not, the Foundation series by Isaac Asimov,” says David
Kaplan, author of The Cult at the End of the World , a
book on the sect, or “guild” as it styled itself.

This is backed up by others. According to Yoichi
Clark Shimatsu, former editor of the Japan Times
Weekly, “The ultimate purpose of the guild, said the
sect’s science minister Hideo Murai, before he was
murdered by a Korean gangster, is to rebuild civilisation
after a cataclysm and to combat the powerful globalist
institutions that are bringing on an apocalypse.”

In 1995, after the subway attacks, a coded letter arrived
at the magazine Takarajima 30. Believed to have been
from Aum sympathisers, it gives a sense of how seriously
the sect’s members took Asimov and science fiction
more generally. The letter, which promised an attack on
the Tokaimura nuclear reprocessing plant, embedded its
threat in a passage of literary criticism.

Shimatsu explains: “The letter was a rebuttal to an
essay by Susan Sontag in which she claims the sci-fi film
genre is based on a fascination with catastrophe in the age
of the bomb. Instead, this critic asserted, science fiction
is really about surviving catastrophe, and is therefore
optimistic - and the key to the genre is the longing for a
sense of scientific community resembling the craft guilds
of the past.

“A professor of American literature at one of
Tokyo’s top universities, a specialist in science fiction,
immediately recognised the passage as the work of
literary critic Frederic Jameson. It was obviously
selected as a defense of the Aum sect’s effort to build a
community of scientists modelled after Isaac Asimov’s
Foundation series.”

A small, unplanned nuclear reaction took place at the
Tokaimura plant in 1999, the same year the Japanese
government cracked down on the sect. There had been
other, more minor incidents. All are generally attributed
to human error, but Shimatsu believes they may be
connected to a second, resurgent wing of Aum working
in the nuclear industry on Asimovian lines. “Aum enjoys
a huge following within Japan’s nuclear establishment,
which is riddled with believers from millennialist sects.
Another clue is contained in Asimov’s masterpiece. After
the visible First Foundation was crushed by the Galactic
Empire, the invisible Second Foundation persisted to
eventually win the universal struggle.”

One can’t blame Asimov for fuelling the swollen
fantasies of the murderous. It is the last thing this
committed pacifist (“violence is the last refuge of the
incompetent”) would have wanted. He may not be
the only famous sci-fi author to have been taken up
by lunatics, anyway. Killer cultist Charles Manson’s
favourite book is said to have been Stranger in a Strange
Land , written by Asimov’s rival for the imaginative
future Robert Heinlein.

More generally, the space opera sub-genre of science
fiction offers the possibility of a massive expansion of
self- mythologising will-to-power. In a 1999 New Yorker
article on galactic empires, Oliver Moreton beamed
up French philosopher Gaston Bachelard, author of
The Poetics of Space , to explain all this: “Immensity
is a philosophical category of daydream. Daydream
undoubtedly feeds on all kinds of sights, but through a
sort of natural inclination, it contemplates grandeur. And
this contemplation produces an attitude that is so special,
an inner state that is so unlike any other, that the daydream
transports the dreamer outside the immediate world to
a world that bears the mark of infinity.” A world, one
might add, in which knocking down the twin towers with
passenger jets seems a possibility that can be realised. As
a genre, science fiction can’t claim exclusive villainous
effect. Other figures of extreme public animus have been
influenced by different types of novels. Ted Kaczynski,
the Unabomber, who held science in contempt, told his
family that he’d read Conrad’s The Secret Agent “about
a dozen times” in his Montana hut, and is thought to
have modelled himself on Conrad’s anarchist. He also
registered under the name “Conrad” in the Sacramento
hotel from which he’s believed to have sent his bombs.
Earth First!, the militant US environmental gang, claim
inspiration from Edward Abbey’s 1975 novel, The
Monkey-Wrench Gang , in which eco-guerrillas sabotage
dams and bridges. Oklahoma bomber Timothy McVeigh
was a fan of neo-Nazi William Pierce’s The Turner
Diaries , which tells of a group that blows up the FBI
headquarters in Washington.

As, in that very same biscuit-brown building in
Federal Plaza, more “Most Wanted” pictures of Bin
Laden were being pinned up in the wake of September
11, the Asimov/al-Qaida story was spreading. There was
a piece in the Ottawa Citizen. On Ansible, one of the
most popular science-fiction websites, hip sci-fi novelist
China Mieville was quoted: “An expert on the Middle
East told me about a rumour circulating about the name
of Bin Laden’s network. The term al-Qaida seems to have
no political precedent in Arabic, and has therefore been
something of a conundrum to the experts . . . Unlikely
as it sounds, this is the only theory anyone can come up
with.”

The expert Mieville was referring to is Fred Halliday.
who teaches international relations at the LSE. Trying
to define al-Qaida, Halliday inclu-ded the Asimov
connection as a glancing aside in the “keywords” section
of Two Hours that Shook the World , a book about
September 11: “The term has no apparent antecedents
in Islamic or Arabic political history: explanations range
from a protected region during the communist era in
Afghanistan, to it being an allusion to the Bin Laden
family’s construction company, to the title of a 1951
Isaac Asimov novel which was translated into Arabic as
al-Qaida.”

Many readers of Gusev’s original website posting
disagreed with its thesis entirely. “Asimov’s story
hinges on a secular extrapolation of human history
based on mathematics,” says John Jenkins, an expert on
the author. “It’s an idea which would make a Muslim
extremist cringe.” A letter to the most important British
science-fiction magazine, Interzone, pointed out that the
German title of Karl Marx’s preparatory musings on
capital, Grundrisse , can also be translated as “base” or
“foundation.”

Fantasy has certainly been an element in other terror
campaigns, as in the influence of Celtic myths of
nationhood on Irish Republicanism. Fergal Keane brought
a quotation from Yeats into his contribution to the BBC’s
9/11 book The Day that Shook the World: “The heart fed
on fantasy, grown brutal from the fare.” What Yeats was
indicating, says Keane, “was the power of mythology
in the shaping of the terrorist’s consciousness”. To be
capable of sustaining a savage war, he went on, “it is
necessary to narrow the mind, make it subject to a very
limited range of ideas and influences.”

That would seem to cut out Asimov. But other reasons
why al-Qaida might be so called are no less mysterious.
After all, communiques issued by Bin Laden and his
associates never use the name. Instead they refer to
themselves as the “World Islamic Front for Jihad against
Jews and the Crusaders”, the “Islamic Army for the
Liberation of Holy Places” and so on.

The first use of al-Qaida in western media was in
1996 in an American newspaper report which identified
it as another name of the Islamic Salvation Foundation,
one of Bin Laden’s jihadi charities. The term only came
into general usage after the group’s bomb ing of the US
embassies in East Africa in 1998, when the FBI and
CIA fingered it as an umbrella organisation for various
projects of Bin Laden and his associates - many of which
grew out of ideas originally hatched by Abdullah Azzam,
who’d been killed by a car-bomb in Peshawar in 1989.

The network grew exponentially. By the time Bin
Laden was expelled from Sudan in 1996, his roster
of jihadis had been computerised. Flying back to
Afghanistan on a C-130 transport plane, he is said to have
had with him, along with his wives and 150 supporters, a
laptop computer containing the names of the thousands of
fighters and activists who would help him further expand
his struggle against the west. This qaida ma’lumat , this
“information base”, seems a very plausible source of the
name.

Dr Saad al-Fagih, a Saudi dissident and former Afghan
mujahideen, thinks the term is over-used: “Well I really
laugh when I hear the FBI talking about al-Qaida as an
organisation of Bin Laden.” Al-Qaida was just a service
for relatives of jihadis, he said, speaking to the American
PBS show Frontline. “In 1988 he (Bin Laden) noticed
that he was backward in his documentation and was not
able to give answers to some families asking about their
loved ones gone missing in Afghanistan. He decided to
make the matter much more organised and arr-anged for
proper documentation.”

Fascinatingly, the acclaimed biography of Bin Laden
by Yossef Bodansky, director of the US Congressional
Task Force on Terrorism, hardly mentions the name al-
Qaida. Written before September 11, it does so only to
emphasise that al-Qaida is the wrong name altogether:
“A lot of money is being spent on a rapidly expanding
web of Islamist charities and social services, including
the recently maligned al-Qaida. Bin Laden’s first charity,
al-Qaida, never amounted to more than a loose umbrella
framework for supporting like-minded individuals and
their causes. In the aftermath of the 1998 bombings in
Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, al-Qaida has been portrayed
in the west as a cohesive terrorist organisation, but it is
not.”

There’s no doubt that the name came to prominence in
part because America needed to conceptualise its enemy.
This is certainly what Bodansky thinks now. “In the
aftermath of September 11,” he says, “both governments
and the media in the west had to identify an entity we
should hate and fight against.”

Rohan Gunatara, research fellow at the centre for the
study of terrorism and political violence at the University
of St Andrews, takes a different view. In an important
recent book on al-Qaida, he argues that the name came
from political theory, citing the concept of al-Qaida
al-Sulbah (the solid base) formulated in an essay by
Abdullah Azzam, Bin Laden’s intellectual mentor.
The solid base provided a platform, Azzam wrote, for
the “sole purpose of creating societies founded on the
strictest Islamic principles.”

Al-Qaida al-Sulbah mixes a type of revolutionary
vanguardism, borrowed from European political
philosophy, with Islamic martyrdom: it’s the pioneering
vanguard that, after “a long period of training and
hatching”, must be prepared to “jump into the fire”.
And there may be another borrowing: the essay reads
like nothing so much as Hari Seldon’s plans for his
foundation. Perhaps it was Azzam, after all, who read
Asimov.

CHINESE MARKET AWASH IN FAKE POTTER BOOKS

The New York Times
August 1,2007
By HOWARD W. FRENCH

SHANGHAI— Chinese readers could not wait for
the official release of “Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows,” the much anticipated seventh and concluding
book in the series, a little more than a week ago. And
they did not have to.

A book with the same title came out a full 10 days
before the official worldwide English-language release
on July 21 — a wholly unauthorized version that bears
nothing in common with the instant best seller written
by J. K. Rowling.

The iterations of Potter fraud and imitation here are, in
fact, so copious they must be peeled back layer by layer.

There are the books, like the phony seventh novel, that
masquerade as works written by Ms. Rowling. There
are the copies of the genuine items, in both English
and Chinese, scanned, reprinted, bound and sold for a
fraction of the authorized texts.

As in some other countries, there are the unauthorized
translations of real Harry Potter books, as well as books
published under the imprint of major Chinese publishing
houses, about which the publishers themselves say they
have no knowledge. And there are the novels by budding
Chinese writers hoping to piggyback on the success of
the series — sometimes only to have their fake Potters
copied by underground publishers who, naturally, pay
them no royalties.

No one can say with any certainty what the full tally is,
but there are easily a dozen unauthorized Harry Potter
titles on the market here already, and that is counting
only bound versions that are sold on street corners
and can even be found in school libraries. Still more
versions exist online.

These include “Harry Potter and the Half-Blooded
Relative Prince,” a creation whose name in Chinese
closely resembles the title of the genuine sixth book by
Ms. Rowling, as well as pure inventions that include
“Harry Potter and the Hiking Dragon,” “Harry Potter
and the Chinese Empire,” “Harry Potter and the Young
Heroes,” “Harry Potter and Leopard-Walk-Up-to-
Dragon,” and “Harry Potter and the Big Funnel.”

Some borrow little more than the names of Ms.
Rowling’s characters, lifting plots from other well-
known authors, like J. R. R. Tolkien, or placing the
famously British protagonist in plots lifted from well-
known kung-fu epics and introducing new characters
from Chinese literary classics like “Journey to the
West.”

Here, the global Harry Potter publishing phenomenon
has mutated into something altogether Chinese:
a combination of remarkable imagination and
startling industriousness, all placed in the service of
counterfeiting, literary fraud and copyright violation.

Wang Lili, editor of the China Braille Publishing
House, which published “Harry Potter and the Chinese
Porcelain Doll” in 2002, one of the Chinese knockoffs,
said: “We published the book out of a very common
incentive. Harry Potter was so popular that we wanted to
enjoy the fruits of its widely accepted publicity in China.”

The attitude reflected in Ms. Wang’s comment goes
a long way toward explaining not only the explosion
of unauthorized Harry Potter literature in China, but
also the much larger problem of rampant piracy in
China, where travelers can find six different knockoffs
of Viagra, without prescription, on display at airport
drugstores, and where bootleg DVDs, fake Picassos, and
even near-identical copies of famous-brand automobiles
are widely available.

China has recently stepped up efforts to rein in the
production, and especially the export, of fraudulent and
substandard goods in the wake of scandals concerning
exports of contaminated food and a dangerous drug
additive. Authors and editors say, though, that cleaning
up the worlds of literature and publishing is, at best, an
afterthought.

Wei Bin, editor of the Writers” Publishing House,
which investigates book piracy, said that his group’s last
survey in 2001 showed that as many as 30 to 40 percent
of the books for sale in China might be illegal.

“The focus of the government is not to fight against

piracy,” Mr. Wei said. “It seems they fight harder
for banned publications, like pornography, political
books, such as things written about the leadership, the
government, and historical matters like the Cultural
Revolution, and the Anti-Rightist Campaign.

“They maintain tight control over such things,
but as literary books, such as the ones we identify
as being pirated, when we report the matter to the
relevant authorities, they settle matters by leaving them
unsettled.”

Neil Blair, a solicitor at the Christopher Little Literary
Agency in London, which represents Ms. Rowling, said
the company was investigating reports of piracy and
preparing to take action through its local lawyers and
Chinese publishers and with the help of law enforcement
officials in China.

“Some of these examples seem to suggest that J. K.
Rowling actually wrote the books,” Mr. Blair said,
speaking of the fake books. “It is possible that people
might buy those believing them to be part of the series,
and obviously they’d be disappointed. ”

An Boshun, the editor of one of the best-selling works
of Chinese fiction in recent years, “Wolf Totem” (whose
author has maintained anonymity), said there were at
least 15 million fake copies of that novel in circulation
here, compared with 2 million legal ones.

“I once even got a call from someone who said that
he represented two pirate-book businessmen and they
wanted him to say thanks to me for my work,” Mr. An
said. “They wanted me to know that ‘“Wolf Totem’ had
brought many job opportunities to country folks working
in printing shops in Hebei and Shandong Provinces.”

Some homegrown “Harry Potter” authors are also
unabashed about their forays into publishing One such
writer is a manager at a Shanghai textile factory named Li
Jingsheng. “I bought Harry Potter 1 through 6 for my son
a couple of of years ago, and when he finished reading
them, he kept asking me to tell him what happens next,”
he explained. “We couldn’t wait, so I began making up
my own story and in May last year, I typed it up on my
computer. [ had to get up early and go to bed late to write
this novel, usually spending one hour, from 6 to 7 in the
morning and 10 to 11 in the evening to write it.”

The result was “Harry Potter and the Showdown,”
a 250,000-word novel, the final version of which he
placed recently on Web sites, followed by a notice
saying he was looking for publishers. The book quickly
logged 150,000 readers on a popular Chinese site,
Baidu.com’s Harry Potter fan Web page.

“This is fantastic,” Gu Guaiguai, an admiring reader,
wrote online about “Showdown.” “I wonder if Rowling
would bother to continue to write if she had read it.”

Another reader was even more breathless. “You are
the pride of our Harry Potter fans,” he wrote, adding,
“We expect you to go on and write Harry Potter number
eight,” which Mr. Li has in fact already begun.

For all the reader enthusiasm, no publishers contacted
Mr. Li, a 35-year-old high school graduate who grew up
in rural Henan Province and said that he and his wife,
who works at the same factory, together make about
$600 a month.

That didn’t stop his book from turning up for sale
in a bound version on the streets of Beijing, Tianjin,
Dalian and Shenzhen under the imprint of the People’s
Literature Publishing House, the official publisher of the
Harry Potter series in China, which says it had nothing
to do with the printing of “Showdown.”

“You are not supposed to use the name of Harry Potter
anywhere else other than J. K. Rowling’s own books,”
said Sun Shunlin, director for business development of
the publishing house.

Not all book editors hew to this strict interpretation of
copyright, however. Lu Jia, whose Ba Shu publishing
company acknowledges printing one knockoff, “Harry
Potter and the Chinese Empire,” a few years ago,
initially said she did not wish to discuss Harry Potter.
“It had problems of intellectual property violations,”
she said.

Moments later, though, Ms. Lu spoke almost wistfully
about the experience. “Everything would have been fine
if they hadn’t made the cover so obvious, even if you
copied some sections of the original story,” she said.
“But the cover was so outstanding, and foreign people
care a lot about things like that.”
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shooter game allows players to destroy enemies that
resemble U.S. forces.

Glorious Mission and other “serious games”
supported by Chinese authorities form one front in
Beijing’s multiheaded cultural offensive, launched
last fall. There’s been fighting talk from Hu’s likely
successor, Xi Jinping.

China’s universities are “a key ideological front
to equip our youth with the core values of socialism,”
he told the country’s deans last week.

Through massive investment, and countless
censors, the Communist Party aims to boost China’s
“soft power,” or cultural influence, abroad and shore
up “cultural security” at home by guiding audiences
back to “socialist core values.” Neither goal will
come easily. ”

The international culture of the West is strong
while we are weak,” Hu admitted

China is the home of pandas and kung fu, yet
it took Hollywood to make the smash-hit animated
movie Kung Fu Panda, the sequel of which was
China’s most popular film in 2011.

The fast-swelling ranks of young, urban
consumers here have proved highly receptive to the
pop culture of the USA and Asian neighbors South
Korea and Japan.

State censors launch regular crackdowns,
sometimes with bizarre targets: Last year, authorities
restricted time-travel TV dramas and banned
downloading of certain foreign pop songs, including
The Backstreet Boys’ seemingly non-political 1999
hit I Want It That Way.

The New York Times
July 18,2011 Monday

WAITING FOR HARRY,
CHINESE FILMGOERS
GET PATRIOTIC EPIC

By SHAO HENG and ANDREW JACOBS

BEIJING -- It has been something of cruel summer
for Chinese movie audiences. The latest installments of
Hollywood blockbusters like <’Transformers: Dark of the
Moon” and ‘’Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part
2" have been delayed, and it is doubtful that American-
made crowd pleasers like ‘’Horrible Bosses” and “’The
Hangover Part II” will ever arrive in theaters. In the
meantime countless moviegoers have been driven into
cinemas as part of a government campaign to promote a
sprawling epic about the Chinese Communist Party.

“’I was confused throughout the entire movie,” Liu
Yang, sophomore at Tsinghua University Medical
School, said after watching ‘’Beginning of the Great
Revival,” which was released last month to coincide with
the party’s 90th anniversary. *’It featured way too much
romance with Mao Zedong.”

Even as box-office revenue soars and the nation
accelerates construction of new theaters -- 313 were
built last year for a total of 6,200 screens -- audiences
in increasingly sophisticated cities like Beijing, Shanghai
and Guangzhou criticize the selection and quality of
films.Government regulations effectively limit wholly
foreign-made films to 20 titles a year, roughly equal
to the number of monthly domestic releases. Despite a
World Trade Organization ruling that seeks to remove
the quota, the Chinese State Administration of Radio,
Film and Television continues to shield the domestic film
industry from foreign competition.

Box-office receipts last year in China totaled $1.57

belief that culture transforms -- exposure to high
culture can make you a more moral person, exposure
to low culture can cause you to behave immorally,”
she says. “The party sees the many problems in
Chinese society and hopes to address them with
culture. To some degree, it can be seen as a substitute
for religion.”

Video game creator Linus Xin hopes his “serious
games” achieve some impact by enlivening the
ideology and morality classes every Chinese college
student must take.

Being tested in the capital’s colleges, the
Emotional Quotient Gas Station game teaches
students how to interact with the opposite sex in a
respectful manner, says Xin, CEO of Intellect Valley
Communications. China’s Ministry of Culture
promotes the “serious game” category, characterized
by strong educational and moral messages, although
Xin and fellow game developer Zheng Yagqi say they
have not received funding support.

“I hope the name ‘serious game’ won’t scare
off players,” says Zheng, CEO of Pipilu Culture
and Technology, who is transforming the popular
children’s stories of his father, Zheng Yuanjie, into
educational games.

Online game fanatic Liu Bowen, 23, has never
played a “serious game” and dismisses EQ Gas
Station for its “boring and silly” name. But he looks
forward to the PLA’s Glorious Mission “if it’s violent
and bloody.” Otherwise, “I have no interest.”

“I don’t think it’s good for government to
control or encourage which type of game we should
play,” Liu says.

billion, up 64 percent from 2009. Even with their
comparatively small numbers, foreign films drew 44
percent of all receipts and made up 4 of the Top 10 draws
last year.

“You can control the system and all the incentives for
people to watch movies, but at the end of the day they
are going to watch what they want to watch,” said Kevin
Lee, vice president for programming at dGenerate Films,
a distributor of independent movies from China, most of
which are never seen at mainland theaters.

The government also wields a heavy hand over
domestic productions and imports, tinkering with
scripts, censoring content and barring entire genres.
Recent regulations include bans on scenes depicting
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excessive drinking and smoking and plots that denigrate

. their views on the US. Apart from

Chinese media, the other sources

. that influenced the students” views

were American maovies, masic, TV

dramas, novels, news reports, sports

 (especially NBA), Western festivals,

revolutionary heroes and government officials. Another

guideline warned television producers to steer clear of

chatting websites and occasional

dramas employing time travel. Such shows, the State

acquaintances with Americans.

Administration said, “’casually make up myths, have
monstrous and weird plots, use absurd tactics, and
even promote feudalism, superstition, fatalism and
reincarnation.”

In two dozen recent interviews at theaters around
the capital, some patrons said they were pleased that
domestic films were beginning to adopt Hollywood
production values. But younger viewers, especially those
who have grown up downloading American sitcoms and
films -- nearly all of them illicitly -- increasingly demand
the technical wizardry and narrative complexity that they
say is often lacking in state-backed productions.

“’Unlike domestic films, foreign ones often have
layers of plots,” Wang Tong, 14, said earlier this week
as he waited to see the Hong Kong thriller *’Mysterious
Island™ at a theater not far from Tiananmen Square.

That’s not to suggest that Chinese filmmakers are short
on creativity. A number of recent box-office successes,
including “’Let the Bullets Fly,” an action comedy set in
the 1920s, and “’City of Life and Death,” a period drama
about Japanese war atrocities in Nanjing, have also been
well received critically.

All the respondents said their per-

And a growing number of sophisticated art-house dramas

and and documentaries have been made without government:

childhood, the change being dosely

backing, though such films are often banned from Chinese

associated with the channels of com-

theaters and rarely make it beyond the international festival

circuit.

munication they had been exposed to.

Then there are films like ‘’Beginning of the Great

Revival,” the state-backed extravaganza that features over,

The Chinese media mainly served

100 stars but has been panned by many of those who have

- as information provider. Most of

seen it. The production has earned $46 million during its

the students said they also sourced

first three weeks, according to the state-run Xinhua news

agency. But with state-owned enterprises buying up large®

their information from international

news on TV and weekly magazines,

blocks of tickets, the film’s popularity has been questioned.

Despite adamant denials by a co-director, Huang Jianxin

mostly read by elites in China. Their

many audiences seem to believe one prevailing rumor: that

L impression: the US seemed to occu-

foreign blockbusters will be delayed until ‘’Great Revival™

. pv the center stage of international

receipts surpass $120 million. Such suspicions are reinforced:

NEws,

by a couple of undeniable truths: “’Transformers: Dark of

the Moon” will not reach China until Thursday, three weekss

. Consciously or unconsciously,

behind the United States premiere, while ‘’Harry Potter and

“hings mainstream media have

the Deathly Hallows: Part 2" is not scheduled to land here

until Aug. 4.

defined the U3’ political image
for many Chinese vouths. One of
the students said: “When sitting
for exams in political science and
answering questions on the US,
words such as hegemony, power
politics and imperialism kept pop-
ping up in my mind without any
prompting.”

But another student seemed to
contradict the first: "Our perspec-
tives of the US, of China, a.ndwm
the whale world, are
show but subtle We do not
confine ourselves to the information
fied us by the traditional media. By
Integrating the volurminous amount
of information available to us
through the Internet, we construct
one 'brave new world” after another
for ourselves”

The general view of the students
on the US, however, was that it is
a country with limited equality
(equality in American society is
equality among whites, not inter-
racial equality), relative freedom and
liberty {mostly referring to freedom
of speech), absolute openness (all
kinds of stimulating activitics to seek
fun and excitement), hegemonic
politics, economy and
false human rights claims (interfer-
ing with domestic affairs of other
countries and ph}mgﬂlemlenl'
global paolice).

Most of the respondents said that
though their high school curriculum
for subjects like
and English initially provided a
rational idea about the US, it cre-
Some of them admired the US for
hthgag;matpumwm:]:ntﬁlil
for using its strength to bully weaker
countries, while others called it

Pros and cons of soft power

Chinese college students love American films and TV dramas
but are also aware of the US"hegemonic and seamy side

somewhat of an “upstart” country
with a brief history and little legacy.
the accounts of the US
that some of the students had read in
newspapers and magazines
adolescence left an indelible mark
on them, they began secing new
facets of the US after they entered
college. Hollywood movies pen-
etrated their hearts and minds, while
American TV dramas, all down-
loaded from the Internet, opened a
irdw 1o the "Amer] o
American character”.
whether they admired or
the US, they said that American TV
dramas had greatly influenced their
views on the US.
"They started asking: Why Chincse
films and TV dramas don't have the
same influence to infiltrate other
countries and cultures? How can
the US successfully use all kinds of
media to promote American values?
In general, the students surmised:
The power of culture is inseparable
from the power of politics and
economy. Hollywood movies have
been the most influential factor in
creating the US’ image as the “dream
nation” among Chinese students.
Many Chinese students saw startling
high technologies, lingering and
loyal love stories, strong patriotism
and the eternal spirit to strive for
excollence in Hollywood movies.
The were
stucents who could blend their senti-
meenits and perceptions with strong
rational thinking to reach a condu-
sion. They were exposed to
midia chiannels, which often offered
b sort, analyze, compage and integrate
a variety of information before reach-
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Sun'reti:ma,astudem’s reaction to
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products changed withthe passage

i |

of time. Though they perceived the

US as a “wealthy, civilized, and lib- ;

eral” country, they were acquainted

mﬂtnnvsahnl.lt ll'::mnﬂm:t&and

Many respondents said the

Chinese as well as the American

versions of US history had hada |

strong impact on the formation of

their views. Others zaid their initial

impression of the US began with

films and TV dramas, but they real-

ized that was not the best way to

know the country.

Most of the students alluded 1o

the U5 bombing of the Chinese

embassy in Belgrade in 1999 when

they talked about how they formed

their views on the US. Many of ther]

expressed mixed feelings about the

US. One student who planned to go

to the US for higher studies wrote:

“1 am not sure how many people are

like mwe, who on one hand censupes

American hegemony and on the

other cherishes a secret longing for

the multiple opportunities it offers.”

To conclude, Chinese college

students’ perspective of the US

compri as well as con-

ceptual knowledge from a

variety of sources, of which the mass

miedia are the main channel. But

overall, they remain cool-headed

when it comes to enduring "Ameri:

can cultoral waees": < nenedd il

The auithor is a professor with the

School of Journalism & Commuhica- |

tion at Xiamen University.
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. BPancakes like u'
. never had before
at the IHOP

By Grouchy
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POTTER BOOK RELEASED IN CHINA &%
F O oaa g Harry Potter — “Ha-li Bo-te” in Mandarin — has
o o o had authorized translations into 18 languages.
A movie made from the first book, “Harry Potter
- and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” ranked No. 7 on the all-
time box office list in the United States, taking in
L.":'_ 3 $317 million. In China, unauthorized copies were
'I;.‘ being sold by DVD peddlers on the street four days
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I CHINESE PIRATES ROB
‘HARRY’ OF MAGIC,
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Years ago it was called the
Intermational House of Pan-
cakes, but the acronym,

i THOP, was just so easy 1o say
and s0 easy to use in advertis-
ing. IHOP had a nice sort of
jingle and so the official name
15 still the Intermational House

LEAT &
i

E after it opened in the United States and Britain.
Publication in 2000 of the genuine Harry Potter
— a boxed set of the four books to date — was a
major literary event in China.
A team of four translators, veterans who had
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BEIJING (AP) — Roll away, “Sorcerer’s Stone”!
Step aside, “Prisoner of Azkaban™! Harry Potter and
Leopard-Walk-Up-To-Dragon are here!

Chinese fans of the British boy wizard with the
lightning-bolt scar on his forehead are snapping up
the fifth book in the wildly popular series.

There’s just one problem. It’s fake — written by a
Chinese author for a Chinese audience.

The 198-page book — titled “Harry Potter and
Leopard-Walk-Up-To-Dragon” after its mysterious
villain — has the name and bio of British author J.K.
Rowling on its cover. But the tale in which Harry
turns into a hairy dwarf after a “sour-sweet rain” is
the unauthorized work of an anonymous author.

“We have not found who wrote the book or
where they come from,” said Zhang Deguang of the

rendered “Alice in Wonderland” and “Tom Sawyer”
into Chinese, drew on China’s own tales of ghosts,
magic and kung fu for language to portray Harry’s
world of sorcery.

The first printing was 600,000 copies, which the
publisher said was the biggest of its kind ever in
China for a commercial work.

Zhang said the People’s Literature Publishing
House has found copies of the unauthorized Harry in
wholesale markets and private bookstores throughout
Beijing.

One unidentified bookseller told The Beijing
Youth Daily that nine out of her 10 copies were sold
in a matter of days.

Most booksellers visited by reporters on Friday
denied having copies. They said police threatened to
fine them 10 times the $2.80 price if any copies were
found.

“The fifth one hasn’t been published!” yelled one
merchant at a wholesale warehouse.

A shopkeeper in western Beijing sold a copy for
$1.20, pulling it from a hiding place behind a stack
of books.

The cover of “Leopard-Walk-Up-To-Dragon™
shows a dark-haired, bespectacled boy in black robes
riding a satyr battling a dragon. The story centers
around a struggle between Harry and his classmates
at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry
and a mysterious wizard.

In a bizarre touch, the book is dedicated to the
owner of a house in Edinburgh, Scotland, where
Rowling lives and to the owner’s 3-year-old
granddaughter.

Characters well-known to fans of Rowling’s
series make an appearance — the Dursleys, Harry’s
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to buy a new instalment of the hit book series -
but it is a fake.

book - so has written a new adventure to satisfy

the huge Potter market in the country, according {
LN
™

to a report in The Times.
Harry doesn’t know how long it will take to
. wash the sticky cream cake off his face
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Chinese Harry Potter fans have been rushing:'
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An anonymous Chinese author has decided|
JK Rowling is taking too long to write the fifth
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of Pancakes, the acronym
rnules and 50 1t s [HOP,

Grouchy’s sweet tooth took
charge so with two friends in
tow THOP and all of its fan-
tastic breakfast delicacies be-
came too much to resist.

IHOP s located on Haines
Avenue convemiently located
near the exits from Highway
[-90, the main antery through
South Dakota. It has ample
parking spaces and it is an
easy in and out.

The restaurant itself s of
modern design and it is neat,
clean and artractive. The serv-
ice is outstanding. The day
Grouchy and guest amived
thiey wiene shown to their table
by a pleasant waitress named
Lon. She was quick, friendly
and efficient.

Coffee at IHOP is a little

100 expensive. A cup costs
$1.99 compared to the 39 cent
coffee at McDonald's. There

l":.th
==

15 an item on the menu called
2x 2 x 2 and it gives the cus-
tomer the opportunity 1o
choose from a vanety of
break fast itemis on the menu.

Grouchy had scrambled
eges, bacon and hotcakes and
his guest chose likewise.

Grouchy asserts that the
scrambled eggs were the best
egps ever and the hotcakes
were light, fluffy and deli-
cious. There are several
choices for syrup in linke glass
dispensers already in place on
the table. There are different
kinds of fruit syrups such as
blueberry or strawberry, but
there is also the old standby of
maple syrup.

_ _The 2 x 2 x 2 meal cosls
£7.59 and that is not bad for a
great breakfast meal. All wtal
the meal for three at IHOP
cost $29.19, but the $6.00 for
three cups of coffee was a bit
AT

Anyhow, IHOP is a great
place to cat anytime of the
day because all of the break-
fast items are available all
day.

Cirouchy hiked it 50 much
that a refurn tnp for a hearty
break fast was made just one
week later and once again,
Grouchy was not  disap-
pointed in the meal.

IHOP is a very busy place

especially on weekends so get
there early when you're in
town for basketball games or
are here just to shop for your
back-to-school items.

The school year is just
around the comer so before it
starts, treat your kids from
Kyle, Eagle Bune, Pine
Ridge, Porcupine, Mander-

son, Wanbli or all of the other §

places as far away as Standing
Rock to a great, delicious and
satisfying meal at the IHOP
on Haines Ave,

=]
-
[
-
R —

ql.

|||Fill'|l+'|'!:

BN AR TR E VRN
|+-I

s ARl aN BN BN A RN

TADAF RN N

SR FEFRTENES FE R P

L

. i
"ELMO ARRESTED
FOR PANHANDLING

2, 1 MET
il

BT

LR
i

People’s Literature Publishing House, which has . . '
the series’ publishing rights in China. “It’s made a  friends Hermione Granger and Ron Weasely and his = ngﬁell}gl’%‘oh]r)l?aggn}larry Potter And Leopard r

negative impact on our book sales.” archrival, Draco Malfoy. « " Harry Potter And Leopard Walk Up To

Rowling is at work on the real fifth installment, A cartoon sketch begins each chapter, as in the |~ Dragon, on sale in Beijing street markets for
which is not expected to be finished this year. original. Among their quirky names is, “The Dance = = £’1 is selling fast to the dismay of the

Rowling’s agent, the Christopher Little Literary ~ of the Spider and the Fly.” " publisher of the genuine Potter books in China.
Agency in London, said it was aware of the fake For all that, true Harry Potter fans won’t be [« " Nej| Blair, of the Christopher Little Literary
Chinese Harry. A spokeswoman who asked not to fooled for long. Rowling’s imitator just doesn’t have . - Agency which represents Ms Rowling, told The
be identified refused to comment by telephone, but  her touch. Consider the opening paragraph: . Times: “As with all piracy matters throughout
sent The Associated Press an e-mail saying, “We are “Harry is wondering in his bath how long it will the world, we take this issue extremely seriously
taking this issue extremely seriously.” take to wash away the creamy cake from his face. To and are looking into the matter urgently.”

It was unclear what punishment the fake author ~a grown-up, handsome young man, it is disgusting ’ The People’s Publishing House, which has the
could face, given the uniqueness of the situation. to have filthy dirt on his body. Lying in a luxurious & Potter publishing rights in China, said the writer
However, China’s government has promised bathtub and rubbing his face with his hands, he thinks of the pirate novel had also used the names of its
repeatedly to crack down on counterfeiters and and ~ about Dudley’s face, which is as fat as Aunt Petunia’s translators and editors - as well as a photograph
intellectual property theft. Still, flocks of hawkers bottom.” of JK Rowling. . This isn’t much of a surprise coming from Mr.
trade unpunished Friday in central Beijing, in full But the new Harry plot is a radical departure L% Undisclosed Location, and the more momentous question

. £ volice. selling fake DVD Ilvine thei P : : T M will involve whether Cheney also intends to hold back
view of police. selling fake s were plying their W fi?én anything in the genuine Rowling books to ¥ documents that Congress seeks. But Cheney’s contempt

. . . for Congress’ oversight authority and his presumption
Drenched by a mysterious rain, Potter is Z g ) b b

. - - of unreviewable executive prerogative is a pervasive
transformed into a fat, hairy dwarf and stripped one throughout the administration. This means, expect a
of his magic powers as he battles the forces of coming constitutional crisis.
~ evil in the Shape of a dragon, reports The Times. It has been a hallmark of this administration that it
% | Characters from the real Potter books have has taken special pains to limit the flow of information
™ been resurrected and new ones invented to tCo congre;swnalt ove(:irseers,han? af pliant Republican-led
~ populate a plot that is reportedly evocative of Olggrrees;anallslrel:o anslial ;:“{]rél;gt rolurillbléiséf President Bush’s
, Hobbit author JRR Tolkien. oyl
| =% The book begins with the lines: “Harry

signing statements declare that the executive branch will
i ignore requirements for submitting reports and information
=® doesn’t know how long it will take to wash the
- . g
|, sticky cream cake off his face.

to Congress.
E

And Congress has received the same treatment from
= . “For a civilised young man it is disgusting to agencies and departments. When Rep. Henry Waxman,
=1 have dirt on any part of his body. He lies in the D-Calif., documented the use of expensive private jets by
=" high-quality china bathtub, keeps wiping his

.PRESIDENT, HERE WE USE CHECKS AND BALANCES

w St. Petersburg Times
= November 19, 2006
BY ROBYN BLUMNER
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I expect the phrase “executive privilege” will soon
be tattooed on every news junkie’s mind the way it was
during the Nixon years. And if Bush broadly asserts the
privilege, the courts will soon be drawn into the fracas.

A nice treatment of the legal issues was done by
Morton Rosenberg in a 1995 Congressional Research
Service report. He found that Congress cemented its
power to probe the executive branch during the 1920s
Teapot Dome scandal, which involved oil company
payoffs to members of the Harding administration.

Congressional investigators homed in on Harding’s
attorney general and his refusal to prosecute the corrupt
officials. But that investigation was stymied when
subpoenaed witnesses refused to provide information.

The issues landed in the Supreme Court, which
ruled in two seminal cases that Congress has sweeping
powers to investigate the operations of executive
branch departments. The rulings essentially wiped away
any executive privilege claims for executive branch
department and agency operations beyond the ambit of
the White House itself.

Fast forward to 1974 and U.S. vs. Nixon. Here, during
the tumult of the Watergate investigation, the president of
the United States asserted executive privilege to quash a
subpoena sought by the special prosecutor for tapes made

of certain Oval Office conversations. . The impersonators said they were taken into custody
Richard Nixon claimed that he had absolute executive ¢ gunpoint, handcuffed and paraded on the Hollywood

privilege and could refuse to turn over the tapes even if @walk of Fame before stunned tourists and othe

they were pertinent to a criminal investigation. He also Bimpersonators. They were charged with misdemeano

claimed that, under the doctrine of separation of powers, Baggressive begging,” police said.

the courts had no power to review the president’s decision “With all of the crime in Los Angeles they pick onfs

to withhold information. us?” said Elmo impersonator Donn Harper, 45, wholg

i tl",;lll_l.l

Vice President Dick Cheney has already said he’s not
= ooing to cooperate. He told ABC News on Nov. 5 that if
"= he got subpoenaed by Congress he’d probably refuse to
= show up.

—  “Obviously, we’d sit down and look at it at the time,”
Cheney said. “But (I'd) probably not (appear), in the sense
that the president (and) vice president are constitutional
officers and don’t appear before Congress.”

|

i
lﬁ]!‘l‘ll;l[..
| 1

RIRV A N PR Fa

|
EE VN FL RS LA

AN HiNIN

A AN AL R A Lr
=i
i

a0 Md

W N

A TN PR L P AN NG EA
LR

| |
FEEN"

[

lh.l-

i 1 et e
Tuesday, October 25, 2005
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LOS ANGELES-October 25, 2005 -- The red and.
cuddly Sesame Street Muppet Elmo has learned a new
lesson: ‘H’ is for handcuffs. #

A man dressed as the character was one of threei™]
impersonators arrested last week for allegedly harassinglt_
tourists for tips after posing for photos on Hollywoodf S
Boulevard. Booked with him were people impersonatingfig"™
superhero Mr. Incredible and the dark-hooded character s
from the horror movie “Scream.”

™ |
(1%
LIF g .
iy
1}
ir B
. i
i
i

LA LI
WE R R il

|
I.

TV ay
FEIEY N

EFR RN

d
LFg FE P REN I
0
I
Pl e iiSog

administration officials for their travel, he noted that there
was no information on the abuses from the Homeland
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face, and thinks about Dali’s face, which is as
fat as the bottom of Aunt Penny.”
The Harry Potter phenomenon has been hit

| by many kinds of piracy around the world,

including pirate videos and DVDs.
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Security Department because it had failed to respond.

Even some Republicans have run up against the wall
of executive branch arrogance. Sen. Arlen Specter, as
chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, was so frustrated
trying to pry information from the White House about the
administration’s warrantless domestic spying program
that he threatened to shut off the money to it.

The administration’s attitude of impunity reflects the
view that the executive branch operates in its own orbit.
Somehow, in Bush’s and Cheney’s minds, the separation

& of powers has warped into the segregation of powers, with
¥ the commander in chief and all that flows from that office

immune from accountability.
But there’s a rude awakening coming with the 110th Congress

= when Democrats control the gavel. They are not going to be so

easily put off.

This didn’t go over well with the Supreme Court. In a
unanimous ruling the court reminded the president that
no man is above the law and that the courts are charged
with policing this mandate. It also rejected his claim of
executive privilege on the grounds that the president’s
right to receive confidential advice was outweighed by
the interests of criminal justice.

The court did throw out one nugget that Bush
administration lawyers must now be polishing to a high
sheen. It mentioned almost offhandedly that the case
might have been resolved differently had the president
been asserting a “need to protect military, diplomatic, or
sensitive national security secrets.”

We’ll see if this dangerous caveat has legs. It shouldn’t.
Courts have generally concluded that Congress can
demand sensitive and classified information.

makes up to $400 a day in tips.

Tourists have complained that the costumed characters
harass them for not tipping after posing for photos in
front of Grauman’s Chinese Theater and the Koda
Theater. Merchants say some of the costumed characters|
are scaring tourists.

Los Angeles Police Officer Michael Shea said police
warned impersonators at a meeting last month thai
the department would start enforcing solicitation and
harassment laws. Officers conducted a sting operation|
by posing as French tourists who didn’t understand
English or the American tipping culture.

“Make no mistake about it — I wanted the characters to,
know what we’re doing,” Shea said.
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H'FWEE (Top) The cast of the TV show lpartment. Below)
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mwee Accarding lu-the Betjing Kews an Fn-

day, the State Administration of Ra-

mwu dio, Film ansd TelsdAsion [SARFT) re-

cently put forward six new guidelines

IO C i o TV st The

p

mew guidelines dermand that a cleas

MWE‘E line be drawn in dramas of China's

rEﬂ'k E revolutionary history and that dramas

ut back on excessive farnily contiicts

arl jokees about histany They alsode

mw“ rand that business-themed shows

ernphasize positive values, and on

I'I"IWEE lime games and foreign shows not be
adapeed into TV serials.

bﬂiﬂﬂl’ﬂ SARFT peportedly came up with

these E\l'.-rlu:'linrs. at a mrk‘in“ COr-

mw'ﬁ ference with high:level managermsent

] I] from varices TV stations several days

E* o Theey have been put inbe effect in

the past fow days. This is not the first

mWee time that SARFT has tried to regulate

TV dramas, In December Last year, it

I'I'IWE! issued regulstions prohibaing dra-

g mas about hstorical count integees

bﬂtlnlﬂ and time travel from being aired on

TV during peare loiie.
INWeE  Those guidelines and regulations

eek InformationWeek InformationWeek InfiormationWeek inﬁum'laﬁnnWeek |
nWeek InformationWeek InformationWeek ' InformationWeek  InformationWee!

US sartas Hew | Met Your Mather, as compiled
Informatonyveek Informatuonyveek Informationvveexk

by a Weibo user. Frotos

have their merits. With Hme travel-
themed TV dramas and online novels
beecmingy 5o p-upl.lhr in recent years,
many voung people have become ad-
dicted to therm and sven seek to traved
in time when facing diffculties in re-
ality. Two schoolgirls in East China's
Fujian Prowince cormmitted sulcide
in March, leaving notes saying that
killing themselves could help them
travel back bo ancient times,
China's TV drarmas ane considered
t be lacking in vitalsty and charac-
teristics, In recent years. Chinese TV
screens hawe become flled with cos-
turme dramas, repetitive family dra
mas and poor adaptation of Chinese
classic novels. It is laudable that the
autherities are myng to clean up TV
bt tighteming the censorship on TV
dramas may be 3 superhcial move.
The new guidelines may dampen
ke inspir:l:inn of soreermwriters. This
worry s ot groundless Indeed,
sorme wribers have already said that

IMOrNmEUOnYYoes  IMOnNmatonvyees  INnornmauonyvess  Hy icrinaiiiyy

screenshots from lpariment and the

CFP and variboooam

» Popular TV show accused ‘e In Inf

of ripping off US programs

Netizens post
evidence of
scene stealing

By Lu Chen

Dozens of forum and micrab-
log users have umcovered that
recent episodes of the popular
Chinese television sernies [part-
et have many of the same
plots, lines and jokes as well-
known American TV series.

The posts have sparked heat-
ed discussion anline becnaze
the show, now in its third sea-
gon, started airing for a national
awdience last week on four ma
jor satellite TV channels across
the country.

The group of online crit
ics hawve accused producers
of stealing ideas from shows
such as How I Met Your Modher,
Friends and The Big Bang The-
ory, according 1o posis on Sina
Weibo, tanya.cn, the popular
Chinese forum, and douban,
comn, an online comrmumnity that
feouses on books and mevies,

Critics have posted screen-
ghots with subkithes of differemt
fpartment episodes. Some of
fered links to edited video dips
from previous seasons on you-
kwcom, the online video web-
site, to offer lurther evidence
that the show's producers have
long been copyving ideas from
American TV seres.

“Many lincs and scemees
have been completely nipped
off from Amercan shows, |
thought it was shameful to
do this. It is an insult to the
Amepican TV prnﬂl.ﬂ.l.ﬂ and an
insult to the screenwriters and

ek In i

producers of onginal Chinese

WFCCR  HOTTNaUdiivycen

By Du Liya

A 'l'll.-r Srate  Adrinigtration of
Television
[SARFT) has on<e again tight-
ened it oversight over the con.

Radio, Film and

et of welevision senes.

fabrications.

TV shows,” said a netizen who Inf“mm‘mn - P

asked to be identified by her
English name Grace. Iﬂm
Om  Saturday, the show's

producers sent an apology let- b&k Il'i Infﬂﬂ

ter o a famous online jpoke

and screenplay writer for using |W‘Ehek I

his jokes willoul permission

In the apology, the producers ek I]'l Infor
acknowledged that the show T ]
confained jokes from “various Iﬂfﬁr’l‘ﬂﬂﬂl‘h

sources.”
They offered to pay o000 ek I Infor
51,564 i Sathom l ﬁ
yuan (31,500) n cormpen I“

for every 1,000 Chinese charac-

ters of maberial.
rl:Jru:' of the actors on Ipart- ‘wm Ir
ment, Chen He, delended the !ﬁk I“ Ih.h.l

show Friday in a report in the

Sh.:mgh:u F'l.'{'n:lng I-"-:u-:l! -:'.'|.1.|:|I||'; Infunlpm‘aﬂ
the episodes werne an hnm:lgc I

to the American TV serics,
However, Grace amnd othes

online critics didn’t buy the ex- Ek In Infm

planation. Grace said that some

of the jo-minute episodes are Il“ﬂﬂ'hEk I'

yo minutes of plot copied fram

another show and 1o minutes E‘k ln II'Ifﬂn
of jokes compiled from other I SO |

SOUICES.
right 1. wapstatng an orgs. '€k * b T
o ‘et Tom the 2s. 10K Iy Infor
::W._:_:;f}:;]”;?e it may result ,le Iﬂﬂk II'

ani nrgtm-:nl

gaid Ren Haiyong, a "-h.mfr]ml.

based lawyer specialized in in- mk Iﬁ Inh.l

tellectual property law, Infummaﬂ
Infor

Grace said she hopes he
forts wall he |]:| p:mmm onp;um ﬁ h‘l
ity an Chinese television,

Informationvveek Intormationvveek Intormationweek In Infon
ationWieek InformationWeeek InformationWieek InformationWieek InformationWieeek InformationWieek InformationWieeleek Ir
Veek InformationWeek InformationWeek In Infon
k Infunnar&unWeek InfuﬂnartinnWeek Infornormati

il Y rewval needs more than SARFT guidelines

thiey would quit their jobs.
Besides, China's TV dramas may L'E

lose any quality that makes them
interesting by complying with thess “’H
guidelines. For example, adapting
online garmes inte TV serials |8 ot m’d
undesirabde. Many popular online
gumes swch as Tomb Rabder and 4

Dead Froatler have been adapicd 'l'Eﬂ *_II"'-‘_'.
for TV and become hogey p-:.p-n-k II

lar. Properly adipting online games
could diversify the styie and content
of TV dramas.

The controversies anound the new “-
guidelines for TV production actually ae
mirmor the embarmssing state af the
industry, The quality of TV serials
is wormying and regulation £ neces. |
sary. but E.*.I'.I-_I":p-l:'eguhl:inm IJ:H.I-'.'EE ;
being undesirable side effects. Cul-
taral vitality could be better achieved k lrn.l
through encouragement. More work, e

Vee ;_".'-

oV

besides administrative  regulations, L' =

needs 1o be dome 1o revitalize Chinese

™

Vg bt

ek In Infor
ek In Infon

The guidelines derand That
revohstionthemed TV dramas
draw a clear line betwesn friemd
ryp | and foe, that Bamily dramas ane
mat exaggerated, and that his
wrial dramas migst pemove

The guidelines also stale
that TV drarmas adapted [rom
fareign prodiscions and online
games should be banned.

An aponymous staffer at
SARFT confirmed the news
on Saturday and said that tha
guiddines had already been
carried ol pationwide, e Bei-
jing Mews reported.

“The ban on remaking for-
eign TV series is positive, as
pernakes damage the creativ-
ity af our pan mdustry,” Miao
Rubeni, a scriptwriter. told the

Global Times. While saying
SARFT s restrictions are hased

on good intentions, Miao raitesd
“they are going too far :lllld lirt-
it our creative space.”

Li Dacndn, & professor with
the School of Ars at Peking
University, echoed Mz’ opin-
ion saying SARFT should act
rivewrg like a guide that leads the
industry i develop, inste = al
canstanily impesing bans.

An online pestng tilled
== ARFT foroes us to tum off
tedevision” on Thnya forum, a
popular domestic online social
coEnmunity, was viewed 4ro00
rienas &nad rmrm:d CIVET S0 T
plies, most of which were riti-
cil of SARFT.

*Domestic TV dramas are
really boring. 1 will rurn to
online programs il the han
15 [ into pﬂrh-l::‘ a viewer
surmamed Du told the Glohal
Tirmes on Sunday

China undf:r n ﬂuence
‘of American ciaema

Holk s influence
takes hold across the
tightly controlled
country’s commercial
and artistic Zones.
BETSY SHARKEY

FILM CRITIC

HONG EONG — A few
days ago, an art professor
Li Xu was In & small Beljing
gallery in the shadow of
Tiananrmen Soquare explain-
ing the uniikely Inspiration
for one of his paintings: the
22 T-billlon blockbuster SAy-
Atar.”

After the 34-vear-old M-

the fAlm last
year (it first opened in Ching
mmm:.u“nudm
see if he could marry the se-
renity he felt Infused “Asva-
tar=with the sesthetie oftra-
diticnal Chiness painting.
his primary medlom. IV's an
ethereal plece — black and
white, brush strokes of Ink
on riee paper creating wil-
lowey trees, cascading water-
fulls and clouds of spray —
that does iIndeed evoke the
hesh, lguid pamdise of
James Cameron's Pandora

The painting was hust one
of the many ways I (el the

ing & recent trip to Asia for
the Hong Kong Interna-
tional Fllm Festival, wihich
winds bo i chose thin wesk,

Hollyeood system o ex-
pand and reflne thelr owm ln-
dustry, and the desire for
more artiztle and cukboral
freedom that 1s the subtext
flowing through thelr con-
wersations, and Increastngly,

their art.
I was struck by how
Amerlcdn  enterialnrment

was such a tangible part of
ardinary e, In Hong Eong.,
Lran into & walter who saves
to buy his fevorite main-
stream Hollywood hits on
DVD. Outside a theater in
the clty, glggly teenagers
were carmped ot as part of
“The Hunger Oarmes™ ma-
nia, And ray Great Wall tour
guide sald he ldolizes Brad
Fitt In "Mr, & Mrs. Smith®
and 1= on his 80th eplsode of
*Despearate Housewives™ —
Just, b mesured e, to work
o iz English skills,
When 1 went to the Ma-
tional Museum in BaHull::.
the biggest drvw was not a
display of anclent artifacts,
oF & visiting Européan retro-
spective on art from the Age
of Enlightenment; it was an
exhibition on eomdls books
and animation. The show
was curated to celebrale the
Chiness artistie and com-
merclal progress in the art
form sines the Tth Natlonal
Congress of the Commmurnist
Pty in 2007, It was an inter-
active axperience, video
maonitars Urning the wmlls
with a contloaous loop of

thumbed through

In Hong Eong, [ encoun-
tered an entreprénsur Wi
had eonducted a very stud-
led reflection of the movle
business whd was setting up
an operation modeled after

making

which Is not big enough yet
Lo easlly support all the 1.8,
studio interest there, He's
found a local workforee ea-
ger to learn trades for the
small operation he's started
about two holirs by train
north of Beljing. At Filmart,
Hong Eong's verslon of the

house he's just put under
coniract. He's alresdy msde
& eouphe of low-budget fims
and {5 in talks with U8, film-
ks abowt handing their
projects, While he hopss for
blg profits, capital from his
Internet company is
gt e
Although Chinese cul-
ture feels open and global
ninded in Msual conVerss-
ion, there are reminders ev-
eywhers offust how tight a
rén the gorernment main-
titss Only ast week, the ar-
tisic community was pro-
testng the government’s
stépup of website Gensor-
ship omething I got & taste

I sensed that the punger
generntion might ot be
that complacent If Loger,
my Great Wall tour gide, is

and eager Lo analyze what he
sees, a5 well as his lkes and
dislikes, & oné-man focus
group. Oh, and he predicts
the Facebook ban will even-

tually end, within five years: -

he guesses, but he hopes it
will come Seoner.

betay sharkey@iatimes.com.
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TV series

i :
tionW/

matic
matio
nform

1 viewers

4 worried
=4 after ban

By HAN BEINGEIN
Aanibdngtsin@oiandeilicom.cn

Chinese TV series fans
are worrying they may have
nothing interesting to watch
on TV after the country’s iop
broadcasting watchdog issued
new guidelines that restrict the
making of six genres of serials
on the Chimness amall screen.

The six guidelines issued
by the State Administration
af Film, Radio and Telewi-
sion ban remakes of foreign
serials and serials based on
online games. The guidelines
also demand that revohstion-
themed TV series dearly dis-
tinguish between friend and
fine, and that serials in a meosd-
ern setting cut down excessive
displays of family conflicts.
Serials adapted from online
el are also "not encour-

The information was first
released on a micro blog pub-
lished by Zhongguo Juben
Wang (the China Script Web-
gitie), who said that the news
wis first heard al a national
TV serial conference.

The information caused
panic among scriptwrit
ers, such as Lin Lisheng and
his peers, who complained
on Sina Weibo — a popular
micro-blogging service — that
they might lose their jobs.

An anonymous official
from the adminksiration con-
firmed the information to the
Beljing News on Thursday,
saying the new guidelines
became effective a few days
ago.

That same day, more than
900,000 micro-bloggers dis-
cussed the topic an weio,

“Lam shocked by the guide-
lines. 5o will we still have
imteresting TV serials to watch
in the future?” said Xu Kal, a
lovyal fan of historical dramas.

The guidelines demand that
historical dramas cull out fab
rication and dramatization,
But in Xu's opinion, as long
as a historical drama, which
is different from a docurmen-

tary, gets the basic facts righe,

dramatized details are noces-

tionW
imatio
matio
nform

rmatio
tionW

h he
sary because otherwise the
shonw will be boring to watch, "H“ﬂ
Thie so-called clear distinction

between friend and foe, she nform
acdded, will also make shows m

uninteresting because it will
stereatype all the characters. tionW
imatio

Xurs views are supported by
cultiire critic Tan Fei.
Tan said that the guidelines
will prevent scriptwriters from matio
fully applying their talent and  pfiorm
creativity and pose a major
challenge to the TV industry’s fMALIC
“core valucs”, mw
He predicted the guidetines
will have a “huge impact” on |
the whole industry as its favor-
iite subjects and magor sources
of inspiration will be wiped
ot nform
But veteran TV serial direc rmatic
tor Wang Huisheng remained

optimistic. He said that in the Hion\W
gu'rddm -::-|:||:|. [win Eml'ﬁl:lf

sertals are stricthy banned. For 'fl'lﬂ'ﬁﬂ
o e vaghe erms sch as MO
Lge6 For him, th means THOMTR
there's room for negotiation pyatio
ottt willave O

a huge influence. It doesn't
mean we have all to give up our atia

ongning projects because they
fit into the dangerous genres.

We may just have to slightly nform
adjust them, he said,
For Wang, the administra- 11 1atio
thorls purpose is not to wipe
out those TV serial genres, At a H'L'I'Iw
tirne when the screen is replete |
with sh]_:lsh-::l:‘l and IJI'l'IE!I:i'.'II.
productions that blindly fol- rmatio
lwr miarket trends”, e sud, the
guidlelines are rather a method nform
10 “encourage mgm;ﬂandh:l_
ter productions” rmatia
But he still worries that his Hon U\
work will be harder in the
future. While the g1.|jl:|.-|:|jn-|:‘.-i |
point out what the authorities
donit like, he said, they dont TN
provide a clear standard as to
what kind of cholces will be nfﬂﬂ'rl
rmiatic

-iated.
“[ hope the administration

will point us in a cdear direc- ﬁﬂlw

tion, like what genres of TV

serials are safe choices, We 'ﬂ'l-ﬂ'ﬁﬂ

can’t keep guessing what it is matio

they want us to film,” he said.
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2 | CHiMA Tn a blzarre incident that gent the Chinsse
establishment info averdrive, the hhlﬂgh.‘u Compa

g;q:l;]g, 21 YEaTH carlier.

reactions—"Maybe God does exist™™ one person wr
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that number had already resnnated.
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nison june 4, echoing the date of the Tiananmen Square
g‘rﬂﬂl n on pro-democracy s demonstrations—June 4, 1580—
The Chinese bh;g:dphrm was abuzz with

y ferenoes
the country’s censars, already tasked with erasing re
1 an blocking online searches for stock
o et Smihrsmtmriﬂand other
such ph:r.l-sﬂ. Sill, in 2 nation thal puts great emphazison

logy—hence the Beijing Olympics’ starting time of f:08
:‘LT:}LG.:ES vood; roaltiple cighis ane considered very lucky—
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Decades ago,
China’s Deng
Xiaoping is said
to have ener-
gized the na-
tion's capital-
1%ts by

Turns out that really meant:

| Inside China, Getting Rich
| Tsn’t Always So Glorlous

masses toward the mewly rich,

of China’s nonagricultural GDE T/ ﬁ'ﬁ:@ﬁﬁi
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Just under 1% of households  That concentration of commer- BESFEEH EEHE
globally control nearly 40% of  clal power keeps business and PERFrFAT
the world's private financial markets from behaving nor- :
wealth, according to the Bos-  mally. Instead, the leaders of o/ e GG &
ton Consulting Group. In nonstate companles often do  [C5 -ﬂﬁ?@ﬁ?@
China, where nearly half the the logheal thing: They seek N Cr Gty Caar
population is stll rural, just out officials to trade favors. T ST
under 1% of households control Or they're connected to be- [0
more than 70% of the nation’s  gin with. The Hurun Report, et/ Gich GCH/ &
private financial wealth, BCG  based in Shanghai, tracks the [E/ @

nation’s wealthy and caleulates KRR ]
that there were a record 271
( billionaires (in U.5. dollars) in aa WM
lofu China in 201, A third of the S/ GTE
mpHED and five of the top 10 ECECFare
Percentage hald official political positions, eI
?{ : the report says. “The richer ﬁ‘_"_
households in China they are, the more political po- et/ 105 GCH €
that control 70% of shthans ImhnTl- it adds. e ety G e
3 . And, at t ; ViOE Versi. ]
prhmte financial wealth. “State intervention and gov- W@E
ernment ownership are the il ﬁ'ﬁﬁiﬁ’@
causes of China's inequality,” [Er @ ECH e
estimated in 2008, Surveys of  writes Zhang Weiying, an e CE e e
public opinion regulariy place  economist at Peking Univer- e o
corruption and income in- sity. It encourages “official cor- 2=, ‘
equality at the top of Chinese  ruption and the collusion be- et fiet G0/
CONCerns. tween the government and Ha N

Two factors especlally feed  business™
the problem. Chinese state- Another problem: The well-
owned and affiliated enter- known difficulty of getting re-
prises—the moneymaking ma-  course through Chinese Law,
chinery of the Communist Two professors from the
Party—account for about half

Flease turn fo the mext page a7, I&W@ﬁi
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e s GAL ) L Iy Gk G ry Gaary G F IS CAL s (L (R ;ml:lrh and you'll get an-
; Lﬂ Entreprenears who make it
(chistcr F o A big and land on well-publicized
EE & #ﬁﬁ { #] rich lists in China are more
feer & ’ il likely to draw government
Fﬁﬁ: BN e8] S A o scrutiny, some new research
B i A - N P R M AL shows. That can be costly—to
66 Wiz ik B AR the business and the entrepre-
s B . Bigips b ag . Jmeur And while plenty of high-
1T e " st fliers in the business elite still
iF i o : i F uﬂlramldf_]usmrtnfpmba
FECr/ (6 B8 A %HHE Y lem, the finding highlights the
G E) Edktk - 358 & o troubling forces at work in
L ar i China’s complex. and evolving,
(A (£ mii) o business culture.
The unleashing of capitalist
(o | animal spirits transformed
TEEd; & China in a single generation,
Fﬁlﬂ o efifranchising hundreds of mil-
. lions with new economic
s 3 power. It also gave rise 1o
ELT & oA widespread corruption, ex-
L E 4 panded income inequality and
&S o deepened suspicion among the
?E'IE?&: i
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Editur’an-ntrﬂm}-ﬂmnzﬂ&m
tary Fiu Jirbao addressed the opening

Ry session of a workshop for ministerial
7 e and provincial officials on fudy 23,
_:’; The following is the latest Hq:k.r

Diaily commmentary on the speech:

IETI

(3@ The kind of banner we hold to
T e i guide social progress and the kind
7 & of guiding ideology we depend on
T tounite public opinion will decide
TEEE the success or filure of our cause,
I Addressing a workshop for
T ministerial and provincial officials
I om fuly 23, Hu Jintao once again
A - stressed that socialism with Chi-

(cray nese characteristics is a distinet
FECE &) achievement of the Party and the
7 e & people through more than 90 years
et of struggle, creativity and accumu-
e el lation, an achievement that we must
I redouble our efforts to cherish, stick
Al to and develop further,
e We have opened a socialist
4 ? road, formed a socialist theoretical

(e : system and establizhed a socialist
;.EEE? system, all with Chinese charac-

i ieristics, in the ess of devising

7 ! a series ul’ll‘murp::?mﬂ practices
T over the past decades. These theo-
A r:nsmd practices range from the
I & opening-up policy to the drafiing

of an overall plan for socialism with

Fﬁ Chinese characteristics, from the
Lz creation of Deng Xisoping Theory
P el to the creation of the important
e & thoughts of Three Represents and
{3 the Scientific Outlook on Develop-
Lo o

ment, from the establishment of a i guide the and the people characteristics socialism i
socialistic market economic system tnnulmemun;':lrrrqmumm The  the I’a.rt}l*sthmr:}::;J mnu?::;n,
to the development of a legal sys- socialist system with Chinese char- based on China's national condi-
tery with Chinese characteristics, acteristics, which will provide fun tions and the combination of the
{Jrnﬂ'wal.slmlmnm:hm:d amenta institutional guarantes for tide of the times and the practices
theoretical innovations, we have Chinass development and is  of reform and development.
formed and implemented the Sci- an embodiment of the characters and To contimsousdy push forwand
entific Outlook on Development advantages of socialism with Chinese  socialism with Chinese characteris.
over the past decade, a significant  characteristics. tics under new historical conditions,
strategic thinking which we must By embarking on the socialis wﬂuuiﬂnmu:uu:admnungmm
adhere toand implement in devel-  road with Chinese characteristics, the tims and our
oping soclalism with Chinese we have developed ourselves into tions of the laws of the Party’s gov-
characteristics. All these significant the worlds second lagest economy,  emance, socialist construction and
achievements answer such ques- established the workds ligestsociall ©— humankinds development.
tions as what kind of banner we security systern, succesded in com To fully realize the rich substance
should hold and wisat kind of road  bating the sudden outhreak of SARS  and internal requirernents of social-
we.dmmd tmﬁm'k on, both of and overcome the deadly Wenchuan  ism with Chinese characteristics,
which are pertinent to the fate of earthquake. By following the socialist  we should have an in-depth under-
the Party, the future of the nation theory with Chinese characteristics,  standing of the powerful force of
and the welfare of the people. we have continuously created “mir- developing socialism with Chinese
To fully realize the rich substance  ades™ in improving peoples living characteristics. The reform and
and m.tcrny requirements of social-  conditions. By adhering tosocialism  opening- up are a crucial choice that
ism with Chinese characteristics, with Chinese characteristics, we have  has decided the fate of contempo-
ms]_:—wldﬂﬂlymdrmmﬂw- given a satisfactory answer tohowwe  rary China and contributed to its
r:]nmn.s_ among the soctalist road hearve overcome the global financial rapid development over the past
wll.h{]?mﬂ-e characteristics, its Crisis. 30-odd years, We should continue
damreu.:_a.] system and its political Our adherence to socialism with  unswervingly to adhere 1o this ini-
system. Socialism with Chinese Chinese characteristics fundamen-  tiative for further
characteristics is a banner for the tally depends on our adherence ﬂmrcamnuhnuufm:hru.pan-
development and progressof con- 1o the socialist road with Chinese sion of the socialist road with Chi
temporary China. It is also abanner  characteristics, and its thearetical nese characteristics, and its theo-
for the unity of the whole Party and  and political systems. retical innovatkon and institutional
people of all ethnic Eroups. To fully realize the rich substance  improvements. By holding high the
The socialist road with Chinese and internal requirernents of social-  banner of socialism with Chinese
characteristicsis the only road to ism with Chinese characteristics, characteristics, we can firmly take
realize soctalist modernization and we should have a profound under- the right direction for the develop-
create a better life for the people. The  standing of practical, thearetical, ment of the cause of the Party and
socialist theoretical systermn with Chi-  national and contemporary charac-  the nation, and create a hrsader
nese characteristics i the theary that  teristics of socialism with Chinese prospect for it.
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Continued from the prior page
City University of Hong Kong
and University of California at
Irvine examined decisions
made by the Shanghai Courts.
When a Chinese government
agency took on a farmer, indi-
vidual or company, it won
100%, 92%, and 24% of the
tire, respectively. When a gov-
ernment company tangled with
an individual or company, it
won 90% and 86% of the time.

“Many entrepreneurs have
given up on gaining wealth
from normal business activi-
ties,” writes Andy Xie, a for-
mer Morgan Stanley econo-
miet. “Tnstead they rely on
cultivating special relation-
ships wiath government agen-
cies or state-owned enter-
prises to gain special
advantages.”

Public dissatisfaction *15 not
about who is rich, but abwowt
how ane becomes rich,” he
continues, “Chinese people
suspect that most riches in
China are ill-gotten.”

Olliver Bui, a professor at
China Europe International
Eusiness School in Shanghai,
who received his M.B.A. and
Ph.Dv. in finance from the Uni-
versity of Houston, wondered
how public sentiment and pulb-
licaty affect the wealthy and
their businesses.

He and two colleagues
loaked at the publicly lsted
companies affiliated with indi-
viduals appearing on the
much-publicized Hurun Rich
List from 1999 to 2007, They
found that on average the
share prices of the companies

Agircn Tranir-Serd sk s 1y Iradet

af the list.

research showed,

mmwwﬂmm pm_arenmllheﬂ!r_m nawuwuwnaﬂmuﬂm
months following publication

The companies also re-
ported a decline in subsidies
from the government. And in-
dividuals on the Kich List were
miare likely (o be investigated
or arrested by the govern-
ment=—a 17% likelikood com-
pared with 6.6% for entrepre-
feurs not on the lisy, the

In an imterview, Mr. Rui says
the government may cut subsi
dies becanse it doesn’t want
public condemnation for sup-
porting the evidently wealthy.,
The share prices may drop be-
cause investors fear the new
publicity will draw megative
government attention, he adds,

IR AL IR S AT RS AL A AT
In China, Getting Rich Isn, t as Glorious
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International, a U5 nonprofit
-that does due diligence for US.
firms seeking tie-ups abroad,
says “there's disproportionate
interest in China™

The mood mews: 260 compa-
nmies in China, hoping to woo
business from foreigners, are
active members of the Trace
compliance program. That s
wp from 35 in 20404,

The bad news: That is a
drop in the vast ocean of Chi-
niese companies, And many of
the rest beliewe that getting
rich, no matter how you do it
is indeed glorious.

and investigations may ensue
secanse they're warranted.

“For entreprensurs who got
rich overnight, there must be a
lot of under-the-table transas-
tions,” says Mr. Bui, reflecting
public opinion.

Mr. Bui's research is of a se-
lect universe. But the Rich List
has nonetheless come to be
known in certain business cir-
cles as the “Death List.”

All this is another reminder
of the thicket that foreign
companies must navigate in
China. High-profile Chinese
partners can land a forelgn
firm on the wrong side ot
just of Chinese law, but of 11.5.

or European law boo. Alexan-
dm Wrage, the head of Trace

Write o John Bussey at
J'l:d'm bussepimwsLoom; fodlow
[ajphnchussey on Twitfer.
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COUNTERFEIT CAR
MAKER CRANKS OUT
PORSCHES AND
FAUXRARIS

By Vince Beiser and Joel Gershon
January 31,2011 |

You can buy cut-rate bootlegs of Mad Men and
Chanel handbags all over the world. But if you
want a fake Ferrari, you need to go to a garage
on the outskirts of Bangkok. That’s where Chris
Pongpitaya and his 10-man crew use scavenged
and scratch-built parts to piece together ersatz
Porsches, Maseratis, and other dream machines for
enthusiasts whose budgets are too small to match
their egos. “When you look at the car, there’s
nothing different,” Pongpitaya says. “But when you
test-drive it, you may notice.”

Buyers from Sweden to Dubai call on
Pongpitaya, who learned his skills working for a
Porsche parts supplier in Germany. He generally
repurposes a chassis, taking, say, a Toyota MR2
as the base for a Lamborghini, or an Opel Carrera
for an Aston Martin. Power depends on budget, but
typically he’ll put Toyota engines in his Ferraris and
Subaru engines in his Porsches. Pongpitaya picks up
genuine locks, door handles, and other parts on the
secondary market; body panels are all handcrafted
in foam and fiberglass—fortified with Kevlar and
carbon, with details copied from photographs and
toys. Pongpitaya claims that his bodies are stronger
and lighter than the aluminum and steel you’d get
on a real supercar, and a Lamborghini from his
shop costs about 4 million baht—around $130,000,
roughly half of what a midrange (real) Lambo
would set you back. It may not do 200 mph on the
autobahn, but it’ll turn heads on city streets. Just
hope no one looks under the hood.
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SPAIN’S WHITE ELEPHANT AIRPORT SPENT
30 MILLION EUROS ON ADVERTISING

The scandal of a *“‘ghost” airport in Spain that
has yet to see a single passenger through its
terminal has deepened with revelations that 30
million euros has been spent on advertising it.

The Telegraph
January 9, 2012 Monday
By Fiona Govan Madrid

Castellon airport in Spain’s Valencia region was
inaugurated in March last year after an estimated 150
million euros (£130m) was spent on its development.

But not a single aircraft has landed on its runways
after the airport failed to secure a license and was
unable to attract airlines to add the destination in their
routes.

The airport has become a symbol of reckless public

spending on ill-thought out projects across Spain
t at has left the country crippled with debt. A recent
report showed that only 11 of Spain’s 48 airports were
profitable.

Now, Just days after the debt-laden autonomous
region was forced to seek assistance from the central
government to stall a default on a loan of 123 million
euros, details of the accounts of the Spain’s newest
airport have been made public.

It emerged that 30 million euros was spent on
publicity for Castellv=n’s airport as it was promoted
at tourism fairs, ac-cording to a report in Spain’s daily
El Pais newspaper.

The airport even became the sponsor for first
division football club Villarreal CF, whose players
bore the airport logo on their strip for three seasons in
exchange for 2.35 million eurps. The sponsorship was
later extended to CD Castellv=n.

But while all advertising for the stricken airport has
now been put on hold, a 25 meter high metal sculpture
is currently being erected in front of the gleaming,
and abandoned terminal, at a reported cost of 300,000
euros.

The sculpture, by artist Juan Garcia Ripolles, is said
to represent Carlos Fabra, the former premier of the
Castellv=n province, who masterminded the airport
pr(xect

fter 16 years in power for the conservative Popular
Party, he was forceé) to step down last June pending an
investiga-tion into tax-fraud, influence peddling and
bribery.
It was hoped that Castellv=n airport would open
up a new area of Spaln s eastern coast to tourism,
although the region is already served well with busy
international airports in Valencia and Alicante to the
south and Barcelona to the north.

September 25, 2005, Sunday

PLEASE DEMOLISH
OUR HELLISH TOWN

By Steve Smith

FED-UP residents who want their entire town centre
demolished as part of a TV show are a step closer to their
dream.

Locals in Cumbernauld have begged Channel 4 bosses
to crown their 1950s-built town Britain’s worst eyesore
and have it flattened.

Producers of the show Demolition have revealed that
Cumbernauld - voted Scotland’s worst town - has joined
the £431m Scottish Parliament in the final of 12 buildings
people want bulldozed.

A show insider said: “We were stunned at the number
of votes for Cumbernauld - they literally poured in after
we asked people to vote for their worst building.

“The Scottish Parliament was also a surprise because
it only opened last year and is up for some top design

Earlier this year Channel 4 asked people to vote for
uildings they want pulled down. A winner from the final
12 will be announced during the series.
Show presenter Janet Street-Porter has already been
filming in the town for the series which starts mid-
November.

A Ground Zero Grows in Los Angeles

By ]J‘I'I.'ILIH-'I HALBFINGER

LS ANGELES. Dec, 10 = Scores of extras loded, (B
Laoes convered in Soml. A M Sprays gray insulation Bpam —
im Dew of concrede dust — af what kesis misch e the corner
of Church and Vi Ty SreeE i Lower Manhatian. Anothés
| bosses reams of poper in the wir. Mearhy, olbers ane diba-
i precisely how 1o cnush o fire trscik and as amibelance

A st over thene, across adir raad in this isalaned e
dusarial vracy nok far froon Manna del Bey, the twisied la-
cade and manghed pirders of the wreckage of the Workd
Trade Center are taking shape inpo 5 meticubously rendened
mucckup off grocuand seroe

A& continenl resneved fraim the seruring of scarmed New
Yorkers, Oliver Stone™s fllm alout 9711 rescue workers §s
dhsep anto ifs second month of prncipal photograpy. And

Oliver Stone recreates the wreckage
of 9/11 far from a scarred city.

crew members warkipg round the clock are dressing ome of
Ehie st sensiLve Mol e SeIs Imaginabhe.

The fitm, which g of niow §5 1o ke called, simply, “Wosld
Trade Cemter,” tells ; sty of fwo Port Authoricy polios of-
fieera. Bobie MoLoughdin asd Wall Jimnems, wha were the st
ren riscue workers pulled from grdand rero alive. It s
billed 55 an wpliiing siory aboul everyday New Yorkers
helping oive assber gind 8 caaClysmie tragedy. 5o for 30
days in Oclobir and Roveniser, the okt and crew were in

the Mew York metrapulsian area, Tilmang ot the polior desk
i e Por Aathority bus termannl and aSong the roale the
pdlicers took downiown om fhi marneng of Sepd. 11, 300

They filmed scones on he Staen 1sland Terry, the Long 1s-
land Bail Boad aned o saleway irakn ik Brooiklym, They shot in
Clifvon, M.J. near Br, Jimeno's howse, and i oiber suburbs.

Bul pow, 08 the production torms io the grim heart of
ihis sinry = fhe soenes inside the Warld Trade Center, and
inside the horrific pibe @ becamee; 1he discovery of the rwa
officers Meodd fect below il siarface By &6 ACCInCnng wis
had donned Bis old Mariese faggues ; and their exorication af-
ler a lodg amd arduous might by icams of rescue workers —
{he slooling of Mr, Ssones movie is being done where it will
acreset Tar less acteniion: @ and aroaml 1he giRaniic adr-
plane hangar where Howard Hughes onco builo ibe Sproce
Cpla
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CITY ARTS: GHOST
RIDER REDEEMS AND
CRITIQUES

By Armond White

If the filmmaking team Mark Neveldine and Brian
Taylor wrote out their thoughts on how contemporary
pop has traduced fun, warped thrills and debased
energy in the art form they love, it would be a great
provocative piece of criticism—although few film
publications would want such a principled view of
the destructive entertainment that’s routinely sold to
the public. That means this wildly sophisticated team
remains obscure (and perplexing to some), but their
new film Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance ought to be
the movie news of the week.

Ostensibly a sequel, Spirit of Vengeance turns
Marvel’s death-and-action Ghost Rider comic book
franchise into more than just an entertainment: It’s
a spot-on cultural assessment. Neveldine-Taylor use
the story of badass biker John Blaze (Nicholas Cage)
saving a child from the devil for a modern Redemption
allegory.

Neveldine-Taylor redeem cinema unexpectedly
by pushing its commercial extremes: outré violence
and sarcasm (coin of the Tarantino/video game
realm) where horror and comedy mix, as in their two
terrific Crank movies. Spirit of Vengeance isn’t the
perfect introduction to Neveldine-Taylor’s cynical
brilliance but it claries their method: They are the only
filmmakers interested in simultaneously mastering
genre technique, pursuing an on-going cultural
critique and laughing.

After the troubled Jonah Hex project (which
Neveldine-Taylor wrote without directing), their
gallows humor finds the basic Faust element in Ghost
Rider. When John Blaze reneges on his deal with the
devil, Neveldine-Taylor trace his madness to our sped-
up, digital-age culture. Tarantino exploits vengeance
but Neveldine-Taylor explore the ramifications of
the “Lust to punish” in today’s berserk world—a
criminals-and-monks allegory for how media mavens
and private citizens act vengefully without humility
or compassion.

Neveldine-Taylor’s moral clarity seems paradoxical
given their hyperbolic, deliberately trashy-looking
style, but there’s old-fashioned satisfaction to the
way they connect modern nihilism to a classic
theme. Concerned with the preservation of human
values, they express them when angel Moreau
(Idris Elba) enlists Blaze to protect Danny (Fergus
Riordan) from the satanic clutches of Roarke
(Ciaran Hinds). They work through contemporary
decadence the same way medieval artists did. Like
the Crank movies, Gamer and Jonah Hex, Spirit of
Vengeance satirizes purgatory.

FANS OF Horry Potter, who hive been thronging the boy wiznrd’s world at Universzal Orlando, nl:uﬁ.'r\- AN

wypect Che aame magic when the bbeekbuster atiras tion opens in Japan in the rot-too-distant futwre

PFrarLAN M, ERENHACE Hissimihseyg

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Fries with a side of fame

An American who fed
a homeless woman
].] Mompls mors E-CI'LII
searching in China.

BY JOMATHAN KATMAN
MEFSHTING FROM BELI NG

nAmerican

student has ahot

to Internet fame

in Chinms sines

bBuying a packet
of Freanch fries for o homme-
less worninn in Marngjing.

Photos of her enjoying
thee food with the student
0 Southern California native
narned Jnson Looses, who is
now endenringly known ns
“American French Pry
Brother™ by many Chinese
Intermet users — hove been
Torwarcded huncdreds of
ithousands of times on Sinm
Weibha, China’s popular
Twitter-lke microtslog

The ImaEes have set olTa
new round of soul-searching
in China since they wene
pogted Saturday. RMany
Chinese belleve that their
country's Blind pursult of
wiealth has ereated a moral
wleuLem, cavising feelings of
indifference Lowiard the
suffering of stroangers,

LoosE, who hs been
studying nt Manjing Univer
sity for nine months, wos
caught off-guard by his
sudden populnrity, ~I just
gave some food that lsn't
really even healthy toan old
woman and talked with her
for a few minutes,” he sald of
the MeDonald's Mries when
reached by phone Wednes-
day. I don't &&e much that's
newsworthy about that.™

“There win't rouch
mianey in her colleclion
vl memved G0 weos really hot
out,” Lasose recalled., 1
weinlboesd past her and
thaowught thnt maoaybhe she
could use sorme food and
SOME COmpany.”

The two talked aout her
oo health, her homde in
rural Anhui provinee, and
the wenther, She said shie
wag thirsty, he recalled, so
hee poured her some waber
He left after a0t 10 min-
(L

I just gave some
food that isn't
really even
healthy to an old
woman and talked
with her for a few
minutes. | don't
see much that's
|lt,:1.'u'.-,'1.1.-'{'1-rl_|1}f
about that.’

— JAROHN LOOAE,
Arnericnn student in Nanjing

“T asked what's her Tawvor-
ita= Fosend Ry mat,™ he sadd. “Her
answer wiuns Mot French
fries." =

Laoase cdid mol fAnd oul
until the followdnge dny that
an onlooker had photo
grophed the encounter and
posted the imnges online.
He opened his own Welbo
account soon nfteramrd
Although he hos writben
only IT posts, e already hns
rrere Than 8,000 followers

Comments on Wellbo
reflect admiration for
LaoagEes charty amd ouees-
Lion why the Chinese aren’t
alften geen performming glml
lar acts of Kindness.

Truly wigh this wag a
felbow counbrymaan, ™ wrobe
ane user. “Chinese peaple,
let's ll lemen Feoom Chils,™
wrotas mnolher,

ik SOrmE LSers neeused
Laoose of putting on n show,
and others questioned his
taate in food, One user
responded with a tonguae-in
chealk nationallstic wagger,
“Aamerican Inmperialism
wWon't even 2pare our ald
ladies,” e wirote,

In an ornlimne gquestlon-
and-answer sesslon with
Loonse, organized by Sina
Weibho, Internael users
S0UEFht more detalls abtsout
thie encounter. “Being a
foreigner in Chino itsell
nttrocts nttention, but you
mlso st with o bhegsrnr. Al
Ehe thrme did o bot of peaple
gnther nround you?* asked
CHINE® LIRS,

“This is sormething 1
didnmt notice,” n*p]uhr.l

Loose

The good Samariban has
beren n hot topic on Chinn's
socinl msdin websibes since
last fall, when CCTY video of
pedestrinns ignoring n
mortally injured 2-year-old
girl in Guangdong provinoe:
sparked widespread debnte
over the country’'s mornd
oorEcienee

Thie girl, nlcknmrmed 2Xino
e Yue, was hit by two cars
and lpnored by 18 passershy
before she was finally tnken
to o hospital by an elderiy
scrap collector. She later
died of her injuries

Internet users hawe
taken W calling forelgn goo
Samaritans “foreign Lal
Ferg, ™ inspired Dy o Mao-
era propaganda syrmibal,

On Saturday, a Brazilian
mman in Dongruan in Guang-
dang provinoe was severaly
Beaten aferattempling Lo
SEO R A TnUEERer Mrorm Stealing
W' purse, About 20
onlookers wrecl Lwo riearby?
securiby guards — filed to
intervends as Uhres men
pummeled Lhe Broazilinn
with sticks and belts, Chi-
nese television reported

Lnst fll, nn Unuguaaynn
WOrm AT rescueod nosuboiooal
Chiness wormnn from
drowning in Hangzhow's
West Lake, s well- Emnown
tourst attFaction. “1T was
angEry beEcause thie crowd
wias Just curtous and gsimply
wiatching us. Its not a fash-
fon show,™ Lhe TTri@uavan
wiorrein Lold the Shanghal
Drally newspaper.

In another recent in-
eident, an unidentified
Coucnsian man helped a
WL E e shie wns
stubbed nurmerows tirmes by
her mentoally il son in
Shanghni's Pudong airport.
Hie lenelt by her side nnd
hicld n scnrf to her wounds
until paramedics nrrived

Though Loose is slightly
bafMed by the attention, he
hopes touse his newfound
Farme to highlight the altre-
Igm of many Chiness people
Fe Krows

=[ havwe lad a great expse-
rience over fere, and this
Frans Breera a prart ol that
EXperience,” e Said.

HKaiman iz a apecial
correspondeant.,




FIRST SHOPPING MALL | The Los Angeles Times

NAMED THE NATION'S @ 2 O )
UGLIEST BUILDING BEIJING LOVES IKEA

| BUT NOT FOR
Doconbor 13- 3002 Monday SHOPPING

China’s trademark
squatters sit tight

By Tim Hall

IT WAS considered a masterpiece in the 1960s, but
now Britain’s first shopping mall has been named the]

nation’s ugliest building.

Cumbernauld shopping centre, perched on stilts
above a dual carriageway, was built as the centrepiece

of an innovative new town near Glasgow.

The shopping centre’s stock has fallen considerably
since its heyday and it is now variously described
as “looking like a war zone” and “a national

embarrassment”’.

Residents in Cumbernauld agree that the collection
of derelict buildings, dotted with abandoned shopping|
trolleys, can now only be improved by bringing in the|

bulldozers.

In a poll of 10,000 nominations to find Britain’s

worst eyesore, Cumbernauld shopping centre bea

Gateshead car park, the cement works in Rugby and the|

new pounds 431 million Scottish Parliament building.

By David Pierson

BEIJING — With no J)lans one Saturday, Zhang
Xin told his wife, son and mother to wear something
smart and hop into the family sedan. He could have
taken them to the Forbidden City or the Great Wall,
but he decided on another popular destination --
IKEA.

Riding an escalator past a man lying on a display
bed with a book opened on his belly, the clan
sauntered into the crush of visitors squeezing onto
the showroom path, bumping elbows and nicking
ankles with their yellow shopping trolleys.

Zhang said the family needed a respite from the
smog and a reliable lunch.

“We just came here for fun,” said the 34-year-
old office manager. “I suppose we could have
gone somewhere else, but it wouldn’t have been a
complete experience.”

Welcome to IKEA Beijing, where the atmosphere

By DAYID FIERSON

BELJING — The Ear-
dashian sisters don't sell
thedr eothing and perfuens
I Chima, and wou can't by
mwthentie J, Crew khakis
Tere. Bisl bsoth Fmes are al-
ready tresdemarked by Chl
Turse st e peoe looking
Lo pralit frdm Amercan &n-
terprises that want to tap
Chinas booming retall mar-
ket,

Extortion® MNope s
called “tredemark sgunt-
ting " And e legal in Chilsa,
whhere tredemarks penerally
mre awarded to those wha
@re fArsl O regidter them
with government nuthaors

ities, If these and other U8
oompanies want i use thelr
own nimes, they probably
will have 1o pay the Chiness
hodder for the righis.

That’s & major contrast
to the S, where the liw
tends (o fwvvar the frst user,
And it haa led o & crash of
appiications in Chinn to e
up the names gnd loges of
well-known forelgn brands,
either bo resell tham oF use
them an  Chinese-made
prochiscis,

About G000 trade-
marks were ed in Chine
Wit year, accoidlBg e
Thomeon Beuters resenrch
Thuts abouat thres tlenes
mare than in the T8, the

is more theme park than store.

When the Swedish furniture giant first opened here
in 1999, it hoped locals would embrace its European
brand of minimalism. A decade later, Beijingers
have done just that. Perhaps too much.

Every weekend, thousands of looky-loos pour into
the massive showroom to use the displays. Some
hop into bed, slide under the covers and sneak a
nap; others bring cameras and pose with the decor.
Families while away the afternoon in the store for no
other reason than to enjoy the air conditioning.

Visitors can’t seem to resist novelties most
Americans take for granted, such as free soda refills
and ample seating. They also like the laid-back
staffers who don’t mind when a child jumps on a
couch.

Purchasing anything at Yi Jia, as the store is called
here, can seem like an afterthought.

“It’s the only big store in Beijing where a security
guard doesn’t stop you from taking a picture,’
said Jing Bo, 30, who was looking for promising
backdrops for a photograph of his girlfriend.

The store’s success can be traced, in part, to how
grounded it is in the capital’s zeitgeist. At a time
when home ownership i1s more within reach and
incomes are rising, IKEA offers affordable, modern
furniture to an emerging middle class clamoring to
be bai ling, or white collar.

It doesn’t hurt either that the understated style is
a satisfying departure from, say, the faux French
imperial designs favored by the older nouveaux
riches and gaudy hotels.

“Our values are changing,” said Lizzy Hou, 25, a
university %raduate who moved to Beijing in May

The poll was conducted by Channel 4 ahead of its
programme Demolition, which producers hope will
create enough public pressure to see the shopping
centre razed to the ground.

That the No 1 eyesore should be in their town will
come as no surprise to residents of Cumbernauld, a
new town begun in the late 1950s as an overflow fo
Glasgow. The town, whose name means “meeting o
the waters’’, won awards in the 1970s for its “brave”
and “innovative’” approach to town planning.

The centre was designed by the late Geoffery
Copcutt in the early 1960s and won plaudits for its|
futuristic raised walkways which placed shoppers
away from traffic.

However, by 2001 it had won the Carbuncle
Award for the most dismal place in Scotland and was
described by the judges as “a rabbit warren on stilts”
and “soulless and inaccessible, something like eastern
Europe before the Berlin Wall came down’.”

In 2003 The Idler’s Book of Crap Towns named i
the second worst place to live in Britain, beaten only|
by Hull, and when Channel 4 launched its Demolition|
poll it received votes to flatten the entire town. Many!
esidents said they would help tear it down.

Programme makers thought this a little extreme
and accepted instead the nomination of the town’s
shopping centre.

More than 1,000 buildings were nominated
including power stations, public lavatories and 156
concrete tower blocks.

Most of the 12 buildings on the list are now
unoccupied, including No 1 Westminster Bridge
Wwhich sits opposite the House of Commons. from neighboring Hebei province for a teaching job.

However, at number eight is the Scottish Parliament® | = «<\We want to be modern. I think IKEA stands for
building in Edinburgh, which opened only last year- a kind of lifestyle. People don’t necessarily want to
after protracted construction that eventually costyg | buy it, but they want to at least experience it.”

pounds 431 million - 10 times the original budget.
Britain’s dirty dozen:

1 Cumbernauld shopping centre

2 IMAX cinema, Bournemouth

3 Bus station, Northampton

4 Crown House, Kidderminster

5 Cement works, Rugby

6 Park Hill estate, Sheffield

7 Gateshead car park

8 Scottish Parliament building, Edinburgh

9 The Tower, Colliers Wood, south-west London
10 Lodge’s supermarket, Holmfirth, West Yorkshire
11 No 1 Westminster Bridge

12 Westgate House, Newcastle

Imagining the possibilities here is one of the
reasons Bai Yalin drove an hour and a half from her
apartment to spend a day at the store with her 7-year-
old son and two teenage nieces. There are few other
indoor spaces, she said, where she can entertain the
children free on an ofg)pressive summer afternoon.

Bai mapped out a five-hour outing. First, they had
hot dogs and soft ice cream cones at noon. Then
they enjoyed a long rest lounging on the beds. Bai
kicked off her sandals and sprawled out on a Tromso
bunk bed. The 36-year-old homemaker made herself
comfortable and even answered passing shoppers’
questions about the quality of the mattress.

“It’s soft and a great buy at this price,” she told a
young woman, pointing to a dangling price tag.

After that, Bai and her family took group pictures.

By 5 p.m., it was time for another meal, so they
headed to the cafeteria and ate braised mushrooms
with rice.

Bai and her husband, a clerk at a heating company,
have bought Flates and cups at IKEA, but what
they’d really like one day is to rid themselves of
their clunky old Chinese furniture and bring on the
do-it-yourself particleboard.

“Today we didn’t plan to buy anything, just eat
and rest,” Bai said.

Many others arrive with the same intentions,
sometimes bringing a book to read on a bouncy

il Poang armchair or carrying stuffed toys for their
children to play with on a mattress. For the midda
squatters, the abundance of seating is no small detail
in a country of 1.3 billion where nabbing a subway

M or bus seat is practically a blood sport.

The store’s nerve center is the cafeteria. The lunch
hour is an endurance contest. Hungry customers pace
the dining room balancing overflowing trays, ready
to pounce the second a table becomes available.

Beijingers have scarfed down their fair share of
Swedish meatballs. Most, however, seem to favor
Chinese food such as marinated pork belly with tofu.

It was the prospect of a satisfying and inexpensive
meal that brought Luo Jing and her mother, sister
and boyfriend into IKEA for the first time one
Saturday. The group was resting in the sofa section,
each carrying waxy paper cups worn in by one soda
refill after another.

“We’ve heard a lot about IKEA but never came,”
said Luo, 23. “I like the simplicity. My mom liked
the food. We’ll hang out for a while.”

GOOPHONE I5 FULL
SPECIFICATION LEAKED!

m [-i':: “'Il'l )

The GooPhone i5 looks set to be the new iPhone 5 beater
in more ways than one if these rumoured specifications
are any indication of how the new iPhone wannabe will
perform!

According to sources close to GooApple, and various
pieces of information we have personally gathered we
already have a pretty good idea of the specification
the latest GooPhone Android phone will get once it is
launched, and there is a good chance that the GooPhone
1500s specification could be every bit as good as the real
new iPhone 5!

As previously reported GooPhone are expected to use
Nvida’s powerful and, now low-cost, Tegra 3 quad-
core CPU in the i5 which will be running at 1.4ghz.
1GB RAM and 16GB ROM will help in the memory
department, and there are rumors a 32GB version will be
made available also.

The 4 inch screen, the same size we expect Apple to be
using in the new iPhone 5 (the 6th generation iPhone)
is said to have a resolution of 1280 x 720 which could
actually be higher than the real iPhone’s which is
rumoured to have a resolution of just 640 x 1136!

& Android ICS (ice-cream sandwich) 4.0.4 will be loaded

on the GooPhone i5 as standard, but this won’t be any old
Android ROM, but rather a customised version of ICS to
give the OS the look and feel of iOS 6!

While we still don’t know if the genuine iPhone 5 will
get 4G, we can be pretty certain the GooPhone 15 will
not, but all the other data and navigation options should
be accounted for including Bluetooth 4.0, Wi-Fi, GPS,
AGPS along with 3G and 2G network support.

Cameras are likely to be on par with the new iPhone 5,
unless Apple are planning to up the ante with a 12 mega-
pixel rear camera that is, and both the i5 and iPhone 5 are
expected to share a similar 8 mega-pixel rear, 1.3 mega-
pixel front camera arrangement!

We’ll bring you more on the GooPone i5 as we get more
details!

While you’re here what would your dream GooPhone
i5 iPhone 5 killer specification be? Let me know in the
comments sections below!
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Chinese rush to file trademarks

| Tradamarks, from Al
MUNTET-UP,

Although itsunclear how
many af the recent Chinese
Applications wers for estal-
liskhied Westerm brands, any-
thing appears to be foir
AT

A man In Crusngehou reg-
Istered the name of teen bdal
Justin Bieber A Shanghal
FREck maker Look the name
and logo ol the pogalar oom-
puter game Angry Birds. In
northeastern Liscning
provines, someosne owng Lhe
Erasdermsiri T0 ke clothing
under the Oprah Winfney
brand. The Facebook trade-
miark has been registensd fior
& varety of produets, incdud-
Ing soccer cleats and con-
ifams — even though the so-
lad media site & banned in
Ching

"It's not RS SOy &S
oounterfeiting, but trade-
Ak scuatting | abig prob-
lern,” sadd Mark Cohen, for-
mier intellectusl property at-
tache for the ULS. Embassy
in Bafjlag ard now o visiting
professor of law 4t Fordham
Fndversity, “The gystem cre-
ates laobs of opportuntties for
abse [UE very common for
forel gn companbes to ghve in
wrd puy

The practice has been
glven  rendwed  attention
with Apple Iné. smibralled in
a legnl batile with & finan-
clailly troubled Chinese &lpe-
vrodnles company that holds
the rights in China for the
iPad name

Proview Shenzhen is
aecling $16 billksa In com-
pensation from the Cuper-
g, Calll, technology
wlnnk.

Proview has oaned the
iFad irademark sinoe 2000, a
decade before Apple’s tablet
camputer was launched, so
expertd don'T oonsider it o
typlenl example of squat-
ting. 5till, they said the high-
profile caze aould  Inspire
counthess others o join
China's trademark nee-for-
i,

Chinese low dioes prowide
gorme prodection for forelgn
COETEIRATLEE

Those thot can prove
that their nome or bmnd '
wad o0 wWell-kndwn for the
Chingse trademark oamers
Lo navee regristened I8 bn good

WOREKEERS WALK outaido Proviow Shenehen, which is sbeking $1LE billion inoo
for rights to the iPad name Proview has owned the trademark sinoe 2000, o

fLos Angeles Times

Ao e

A WOMAN TRIES OUT an Apple iPad £ at o store
in the city of Chongging in southuest Chine.

Ealth o prevail.

But R mot sasy, sabd
Stan Abrams, & law profes-
#0f al the Cenlral University
of Finanse s Eoonomios in
Beling

“The system here on the
whiode 18 geansd towands st
to e, and it takea & lot of
time end effort to nedsat Ehae
presimplion that the regis
trant fMed In Bad faith® he
suid,

Apple muy e good rea-
S0 RO WarTy.

In just the last month,
two famous global hoomry
birmrdds huve been dealt set-
backs by Chiness oourts.
Hermes International lost a
i o stop o small Chinese
ciothirg maker from making
meckties under the NXUTry
brand's Chiness name, Al
WA Snd, Chivas Bros, folled
ko EEof AROLRET ERETEARL

=ty

firm from selling clofhing la-
beled with its Chivas Regal
Beabeh whiskey loga.

Chilvas said it would son-
Hnue o appesl Hermes
Internationnl did mot re-
gpond 1o requests for oom-
k.

Phaer Inc, tried unswe-
cessfully for Il years to staopa
Chifese pharmaceuibeal
SOTRPAnY Mo seling o drag
using the popular Chinese
name far Viegrn, Wel Ge,
which transiates o “Mighty
Brother”

“These fays une using the
poodwill of other brands o
sell thelr own stull, " Abrarms
sabkd. “This s whiy we're Sup-
posed to have trademark en-
forcernent.=

Basketball Hall of Famer
Michael Jordsamn i one of Che
Intest to test China's legal
mystem. The former boops
star fMed A lawsulc last
month aguinet & well-knoem
Chinese athletic apparel
bt narmed afer Jordan in
Chimese, Qiaddan (pro-
Espiminn - an)

Qleodan Sports Co.,
whilch i valeed at aboat

Apriiled Frons

nlﬂn.htilm from Appls Ink. *
fore the tablet’s relesse;

£350 miiilon and is planting:
i EPO, uses & logo thal re-
sefnbiles Mike's Alr Jordan
alihousite and 18 socused by
Jordan. ol duplng Chinese
consamers Into thinking it
wick [he official brand of the
former Chicagno Bulls leg-
endad

A ssarch of China’s na-
tional trademark databass
revEals the company also
omms the rights in Chiness to
tht Hu Ren Dul or Lok Peo-
phe Team — the common
‘s Bere e (he Loo Ange-
lea Lakers,

incdan did not respond
L recpuet s for cormenent.

IF Jordan winas, he won't
bt frst Baglostball star in
Ohilma bo prevall In e Urade-
Frark dispute. Several vears
&0, retinpd Houston Rock-
ets star nnd Shanghal native
Yop Ming blocked & com-
my&mnuﬂu]ﬂmun
& line of women™s sanitary

Mearwhile, a sporting
gooda maker In epstern
JLErEmL provinoe continues
to manufscture basketballs
emblazoned with Jeremy

LATIMES.COM

5 H.I., the Romanized Chi-
nese initials of New York
Enfcks ssnsation Jememy
Lin.

Tu Minjie, the owmser af
the company, trademarioed
Uhee narme in 2080, reportedly
becauss she aaw great po-
tentinl In the Chinese Amert-
carnthlete,

Oither trademark holders
say It was serendiplty that
ed them to thelr curlous
MRS :

Xu Junwy, who makes
public-address SYSLAE
under, the J. Crew brand In
Guangdong, sxid he's never
heard of the & clothing
chain and explained (hat his

sabes tenen came up with the o

TN

“They Jusl pleked some-
thing e&ey [0 rerEmber
without & lot of letters.” he
sakd.

But if the American re-
taller decldes Lo apen stoses
in China ope diy, Xu sald, he
st prepared to give it up
sl

“Wene Pt A lod of affort
Into buflding this brand,” Xu
sabd. “We're recognized in
Chiren.

Zhen Yongyu sxid he
rndemaroed Eminem after
he saw it writben on & bar in
Hong Kong. He now wanta
Lo Import Seoltish whiskey
End Russian wodiks ander
the name and & logo, which
besies Bdemtieal 1o Uhe Detrait
FREEErSs album oovers,

“Ive never heard of Emd-
ném.” sald ZThen, who's
based In Befjing. “The only
Weatarn artlst 1 know 18
Lady Gaga,” which is al-
ready trsdemariosd by a Bel-
Jing sompany o make walk-
Ing stlcke and sausage cat-
Ing

Zhen, who sabd he's oow
focused on developlng &
braned ol gpuar For women, 1S
open bo negodintian,

“Irehis Eminem tumsoul
Lo b & [AmCLS EiRger, we're
willlng to-coopTale A8 A P
tentinl partner to relense
this brand in China,” be sald.
“We're also open 10 selkng
"

david. plerson & latlmed oom
Tommny Yang and Nisole Liy
In The Times Beging
buresu contrikusted tothis
(g =til gl
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Woman awakens after she’s declared dead

Xu Chi

A FIRST-AID doctor has been
suspended for mistakenly de-
claring an 35-year-ald woman
dead after she cutl her wrist in
a suicide atvempt but came o
during a lorensic check

I'he women gradually opened
her oyes amd gently maved her
shaking hands when a forensic
dactor was photographing her
basdy, about 30 minutes alter
the firsc-ald doctor declared her
dead and police cordoned off the
apartment on Wednesday, her
relativies said.

The woman is now stable
after her shodked relatives and
neighbors called the medical
emergency hotline again and
rushed her to a hospital,

Fudong Medical Emergency
Center officials apologized 1o
the Ffamily yesterday and sadd

the incident was cansed by the
first-aid doctor's *improper
riscue cfforts.” The doctor has
been suspended, said Tang
Zhilong. vice director of the
center.

Tang said the center got the
first call for help about 9:30am
on Wednesday frem the wom-
an's doughter who found her
mother lying in blood in an
apartment on Jinkou Road in
Fudong.

Tamg sakd the first-aid doctar
checked The waman™s vital signs
and declared her dead after
reading results from an elecino-
cardiogram machine. Police later
arrivied and asked the [orensic
doctor to check the body, when
the woman awoke.

“Although first-aid doctors are
all irained and required to give
first-aid treatments (o paticnts

even when the machine shvws
they are dead, the doctor didn't
make proper rescue cfforts and
bel,” saikd Tang.

Begulations reguire doctors be
carey oul rescue efforts for at
beast 30 minutes, and then stop
only when the patient's family
asks thoem to stop, Tang sald.

The woman®s daughter, sur-
named Bian, sald she begged
the doctor to give one more
iry o save her mother, but he
didn't act afver a straight line
wiad shivn om Phe machime.

“Mly mather was not dead. Why
did the doctar not resce her bt
declare her dead?™ asked Bian,

An official surnamed Dong
with the Shanghai Medicalk
Emergency Center told Shang
hat Daily that pressure, a lack
of responsibility and rather Jow
pay may have driven the doctor

the price for

had J.ppr(‘h{'ndcd five vendors
suspected of attacking foneign-
ers. However, it urned out

n & South Korean
freend 1old mee that
he was nervous

aboast entering some Shang-
hai nedghborhoods alone, |
].]'|I11__h{‘1d. at his timidity, How
EYET, 4 MEOEnL repor SugResis
that his concerns may not be
groundiess,

A Britich man and his wife
were attacked by twa men at
thi whalesale market on Gipa
Road - commonly known
a5 “cheap road” - early last
:I.'I\'.I‘!IEI:I.

Ctieven Baternan and his
wiihe were tailed by two men
who were trying to persasde
them ko |:|u:,I a pair af fake

Armani jeans. The couple was
followed inside the market for
3o minutes before being physi-
cally attacked.

The twa rren Aed Tefore
police armved. And they were
still at large a5 of last Thursday
when police stated tuat they

that none of those held were
the men who attacked the
Batemans,

Crpu Road is well known
for selling cheap or fake brands
and has been |'.l-'.|p-l.|.'|lr AMANgG
loeals for decedes. And in
TECETit years it has IJIL"E.'.II""i!'i'
ingly attracted the attention of
foreigners for the same reason,

A security guard at Qripa
Raad 1wld reportess that physi-
cal altercations between ven-
dors and overseas customers
are 3 COTFINAHL COOETTEnoe

And it seems the problem
is only getting worge, Vendors
now hire people to harass
people in the market even
otitzide their own sialls

Oyer versdor even went as Far
as to suggest that a recend spaie
of anti-foreigner stories in the
media may have contributed 1o
this current antipathy towards
certain customers. Another
vendor, surnamed Ding. teld

A

AL i
bocal mredia that he thought

it was right o overcharge for-
eigners for goods, because the
are generally richer,

50 what 15 the salution o
this?

I would suggest that one
g idea 12 10 make sure that
you don't travel to Qhpu Raad
market alone. It & betber to
travel in a growp or at least
with one ather I'u"r:-um.'l'rg.'iup;
to tackle these peaple an vour
own is not a good dea.

II'g,'l,:ni car, tey 1o go o Lhpu
Road with Chinese friends. 11
they know the market well ot
will be all the eazier for vou to
escape from any mouble, They
can alsa Et:'|'|1- you in hargaining
with vendors and make sure
that misunderstandings don't
AT,

it's aleo & good kea to avoid
dn-.:sing ] Dd-ﬂl:‘-nl..:ll'il.'rl.l.'il}. if
yon dhe, verdors may think you
are an easy target for buying
theeir fake, but Aashy, brand-
named poods,

It's 2 good dea when you
are in the malls to know where
thie qu ickest cscape roules
are. And if Yo are harassed,
inform the security guards of
what i happening

And if you are unlecky
encugh to be attacked, try 1o
rermember exactly what the at-
tacker looks like, not just their
clothes, but alss thedr I"IE"IHI"I':.
fucial features and body shape.
Make sure FOHL Tepart anmy
incident to the nearest police
=11 A8 500N A5 Possibe,

Last, buat ot beast, iy b
learm some Chinese phrases
that will help in negotsating
with vendors. 11 might just do
the trick in dissipating a potén-
tial volanle siraron.

o make such a mistake,

“If he could have waited for
anather fve MinOEEs W0 ey more
rescue efforts instead of totalky
relving on the machine, he coald
have saved the woman himseglf”
safd Dong.

Dong said the mamber of local
first-aid doctors, who save lives
unider heavy phvsical asd mental
pressure, (s shrinking sharply.

I summer, & firse-ald decoor
hias 1o take about 10 rips a day
inambulances doe 108 ﬁhl:ll'li.]ﬂll'
of docirs.

They usually check and rescue
paticnts alome but don't get paid
a5 mach as a doctor in a hospatal,
sadd Domg

=sore than 50 first-aid doctors
have quit their jobs in the emer-
pency center this vear as they
dan't want 1o work under heavy
pressure,” Dong said.

My mother
was not
dead. Why
did the
doctor not
rescue her
but declare
her dead?

the: daugihter of a
winman mistakenhy
declared dead

LEATHER YOGURT AND
THE POWER OF WEIBO

By Michael Ardaiolo

Zhao Pu, a CCTV anchorman, made enemies in
the yogurt and jelly industries early last week when he
spoke his mind on Weibo, advising consumers to stay
away from the possibly suspect confectioneries: “You
never eat solid yogurt or jelly ever again, especially the
kids. The inside story is horrible, but I won’t go into
details”

His reliable source? A text message from a colleague
investigating the industry.

An anchorman spilling a story before it airs might
have originated as a CCTV human resources problem,
but it grew into something much more consequential.

For starters, an actual journalist appeared to
corroborate it. Zhu Wenqiang of The Economic
Observer wrote on his microblog, “a friend working
for the CCTV said that eating yogurt is like eating
rotten leather shoes. And this year’s March 15 Gala
to expose business fraud had intended to expose the
yogurt scandal, but, the program was not broadcast.”

Two unverified comments should not start a
scandal, even if they originate from players in the
media. China’s food industry, however, has a serious
soft power problem. Thanks to numerous health and
safety infractions over the last couple of years, making
a comment like Zhao's is akin to putting a cigarette out
in a pile of dry leaves. It is no wonder the Internet’s
kindle went up in flames.

Despite lack of evidence, the rumor evolved
to claiming that Chinese yogurt-makers were
adding harmful industrial gelatin, made from used
leatherwear, in place of edible gelatin.

Major manufacturing groups, such as the China
Association of Bakery and Confectionery Industry,
the China National Confectionery Association and
the China Dairy Industry Association, were quick to
respond. They claim that it is neither possible (as it
would ruin the taste) nor beneficial (as it would only
provide a meager savings) to use industrial-grade
gelatin.

The final stage of the weeklong rumor-train was the
backlash. Zhao and Zhu were subjected to journalist-
on-journalist verbal violence for their lack of reporting
standards.

As the cycle comes to an end, Zhao Pu goes back to
his job reading the news, yogurt-and jelly-makers prep
a new round of expensive ad campaigns to highlight
their quality control and dedication to natural
products, and we are left to, once again, hesitate before
buying anything stamped with a “Made in China”
insignia.

CHINA MILK SCANDAL

BWIDENS AS MELAMINE

B -OUND IN YOGURT

By Lee Spears and Dune Lawrence
September 16, 2008

China’s tainted milk scandal widened as melamine

Mwas found in products of a second dairy company,

after infant formula contaminated by the chemical was
linked to 1,253 cases of infant kidney stones, killing

S (WO.

Wellcome, a supermarket chain owned by Dair

BFarm International Holdings Ltd., said it will stop

selling ice cream made by Inner Mongolia Yili
Industrial Group after the chemical was found in a

sample, according to a statement sent by e-mail late

B nade by Sanlu Group Co. sickened children. Mill§

powder produced by 22 Chinese dairy producers,
including Sanlu and Yili, were found to have melamine,)
China Central Television reported late today.

B2 boratories established where you can check these

products,” Joerg Wuttke, president of the Europea
Chamber of Commerce in China, said today in a
phone interview from Brussels. ''This is a severe

gl weakness”

Sanlu, 43 percent owned by New Zealand’s Fonterra
Cooperative Group Ltd., apologized to consumers and
promised to recall all milk powder produced before

ol Aug. 6, Xinhua News reported late yesterday.

Hu Liping, board secretary of Yili, wasn
immediately available for comment when called afte
office hours today. Calls to different phone numbers at
the company weren’t picked up.

Melamine can make the protein level in dair

K products appear higher than it is. The chemical, used

to make plastics and in tanning leather, was found
in exported pet food last year and blamed for killing]
thousands of cats and dogs in the U.S.

‘Natural Choice’ Yogurt

Hong Kong’s Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department found melamine in Yili's '‘Natura
Choice Yogurt Ice-bar with Real Fruit,” Wellcome said
in its statement. The supermarket operator said it wil

ialstop selling all Yili brand ice cream as a precaution.

Other products made by the dairy company wil
still be for sale, according to Annie Sin, Wellcome’s
marketing and communication manager. Wellcome
had sold Yili ice cream products in some of its more

R han 250 stores in Hong Kong, Sin said.

People who answered the 24-hour hot line of the
Food and Environmental Hygiene’s Center for Food
Safety in Hong Kong said no statement had bee
issued and that they couldn’t comment.

Fonterra Recall

Separately, Fonterra recalled one batch of prenata
milk sold in China under the Anmum Materna brand
name, according to a statement sent by e-mail today,
The batch was manufactured under license by Sanl

fusing local raw milk that may have been contaminated

and sold only in China, according to the statement.
All other batches of Fonterra’s Anmum and Anlene

products were produced using milk imported fro

New Zealand, the company said. A media officer who

S cturned a message at Fonterra’s 24-hour media ling

said the batch recalled was 11 metric tons.
China announced an investigation into Sanlu’s
infant formula last week after reports of a rash of cases

e of kidney stones in infants in at least seven provinces.
fThe company has since admitted that it knew of th

contamination in early August, more than a mont
before the public recall issued last week.

The Ministry of Health ordered the recall of products
made by the 22 dairy companies that produced mil
powder found to contain melamine, China Centra
Television reported, citing the latest findings in th
government’s investigation.

Two more men were arrested in China for alleged!

iiadding melamine to milk, bringing to four the numbe

of people arrested in relation to the scandal. Th
two milk dealers, who supplied Sanlu, were arrested
early today, according to a statement from the Hebei

Province Public Security Bureau.

Yili’s shares fell to the lowest in more than two years
in Shanghai trading, which closed for the day before
Wellcome sent its statement. Yili fell 6 percent to close

at 13.43 yuan, the lowest since March 2006.

Woman says

was forced to

A woman in Southwest China's
Yunnan Province has scoused
local officials of forcibly termi-
nating her eight-month preg-
nancy in 2005, provoking an-
other wave of public anger over
forced abortion.

Tang Legiong from Xinping
county, Yuxi told the Global
Times that she and her hus-
band applied for a permit for a
second child in 2002, but was
told by local Family planning
suthorities that the permit had
expired in 2005, when she was
eight months pregnant.

Tang said that several days
before she was due to give
birth, local officials came to tell
her husband that Tang was not
qualified to have the second
child, and took her to a hospital.

“In the hospital, | was forced
to take abortion pills under the
supervision of a doctor who col-
laborated with the officials. Af-

ter that, the doctor gave me an

| injection through my stomach.

Then my baby was motionless,”
said Tang,

For the past seven Yyears,
Tang continually petitioned bo-

governments and finally
posted her experience online,
demanding that the officials
inwelved,

the Xinping Family Planming
Bureau, get their due punish-
ment,

However, Fang claimed the

ahortion was in accordance (8

with the law, citing the expira-

thon of Tang's second child per- [$98

mit, the Southern Metropolis

reperied.

Zhai Zhemwu, dean of the
School of Sociology and Popula-
tion Studies at the Renmin Uni-
versity of China, told the Global

Tirmes Sunday that forced late- g

term abortion should never be
allowed regardless of the valid-
ity of the birth permission.
*Since Tang was officially
permitted to have the second
child, she was legally autho-
rized to give birth to the child,

aranc liking
what he sees from
China so far, he says

By EIANG CHETYAN
el CECTLY LAWY | Lionclion

Chinas athletes reprevent theis
CORESITY [N @ Pespet iy, fuan
Antonin Samaranch kb, exrotne
tosaed member of e Iniermational
Dympic Committee, tald Ching
[raidy im an exclusive inderview in
(FC R

Samaranch, the &3 yrar-ald wn
of the fonmer president of e IOC
s desoribed the Chisese Cliymn
pic feamn a8 being ™very strong”
which s beoame on by the Fact it
cumrenlly lead the pold medady
tadhy:

~Yeas lave very good athleies
in all gports, and yimming is na
excepiion. |t was going o come
ST Oof BeT — iy oreving [
hie i of Chima’s sucoma in the
Ofyerpac pool

“hwimessing hu itartod with 2 ot
ol vl wecoerdss, s e (i)
athletes b b abde an:-."i:-r:n
tx Ehee bt il thcir abslity] he eaid

Sun Yang became the first Chi
e b erdmiTer bo cars Ciames
podd when e won the 400m feoe
ity 5 an Cymoge: recond time.

And prnuaties Yo Shiwes, 16,
stunned the world twice with her
pecoed-bacaldng perkorsance in
the 400m individus] madlcy and
e 200 imcievadual medley.

LIS swisssing conch fetss Loon
i saled i perfommanog was "
picion” mral Breosght hack “w ot of
aehd memeeies”,

Some Wisshern media describesd
(Myirsead alhleies b “podads” whio
were b prodeced o wm sedaly

Bul in Samaranch’s mind, "1
Ehisk therey nothing B [ sy
absoupt Chinese atblcies. Thay are
exirsiedinary yourg pﬁf«k Ty
o peprosnsd vourr counlry wigh a
(ot oo o

“They i extssondinery ambas

wary of life. s the Chirese cul
-~ o

bz albsan e Chinas sacorss in
i o nuumibser of ot

“Your medah are cossing Iroma
e vanety of sports, Thas ghees an
abed the g ol [ Trissess spuorts”
Samaranch sl

Even so. Samaranch abso noted
T i thal in SRoRt MeRm SO,
your country sl has more womrk
1o di, there 5 8 lot of room fo
Improvement

“Flowever, in indevidual sports
v afe EEoslly s Chere in sl of
tha sports. right sema”

Whem asked about his impees
iy s B ol e | oricdons
Sarmaranch widt =1 think: the Lon-
el CHyTiprics b jsi shasied
far w0 pond. We v Bapyn

Akt the London Olymples
opcEing ceresnony, Samaranch
commenbed-"H e g wosderful
wemderfull cevemaonsy, a big suoosa”

Thawe hdrne harn COMOETTIE AT
whirther London’s public trans
peet systesn, the busiest s Enrope.
wirpld by gl 86 bandle the ruiky
oif gpectmiors. atewading the Games

Samaranch sald: "'ve beem
I e many Olympics. e bees
godng 1o the Summeer Olympece
singe 1997 | anmd the hre days,
trassporiation is always vory i
Rl Then i immpeoves, hecame
everylady Enows where they ane
poimg”

5o Lownclon bs reod podeeg Lo be sy
different, he s, ackdings. “tha sfart
b sl bust ir's petingg better and

including  Fang § 3
Hongping, the then director of

wsdlony of China asad the Chinese  hetter”

“Replacing urine with
green tea for medical
testing was unethical,
even it was for a journal-
istic investigation.”

A spekesrnan for the Ministry of
Haatth commanting on a recent

healthears case. China Central
Television reported on Mon-

iy that a jownalist replaced
his urine with green tea to do
a test in a prreate hospital in
Shipazhwang. capital of Hebai
provinoe, Thie journakst was
later diasgnosed with seweral
LBrioUS diseases based on the
test result. The news attracted
widhé attention.
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‘*’% LA DETECTIVES SEEK <o

" 50 WOMEN SEEN IN | | _
CONVICTED KILLER’S A1ER 5P
PHOTOS & | B2 0%y

BY JEREMIAH MARQUEZ

LOS ANGELES - Sheriff’s investigators who reopened ¥
an old case file are trying to find about 50 women who
were photographed decades ago by a man now on death
row for murdering two aspiring models in the early 1980s,
authorities said Tuesday.

Detectives are investigating whether the women were
raped or killed between and 1975 and 1984 by William
Richard Bradford, said Los Angeles County sheriff’s
officials, who posted numbered photographs of the women
on a department Web site in hope that the public could help
account for them.

One, No. 28 on the display, was identified as Donnalee
Campbell Duhamel, 31, whose decapitated body was
found in a Malibu canyon in 1978 a few days after meeting
Bradford at a bar, said sheriff’s Capt. Ray Peavy.

“What we have here is a very large group of pictures of
women that we do not know for the most part who they
are,” Peavy said. “Some of these women we ... identified;
several of them were his wives, ex-wives. But for the most
part the majority of these folks we do not know who they
are, who they were.

“Many of them could have likely been homicide victims
themselves. Many of them may have just been women that
he met in bars and took home and took photographs of.”

Following a televised news conference in which the
photos were shown, phone calls began pouring in from
people claiming to be women in the photos or having
information about them, said sheriff’s Sgt. Alfredo Castro.

“The phone hasn’t stopped ringing,” he said. “I’'m pretty
sure we’re going to identify a lot of them soon.”

Meanwhile, other local law enforcement agencies are
also looking into possible connections to other homicide
cases from 1975 and 1982. Other local law enforcement
agencies are also looking into possible connections to
other homicide cases from 1975 and 1982.

In the first, the Santa Monica Police Department was
investigating whether he was involved in the slaying of
Patricia Dulong, 33, last seen in Santa Monica. And the
Los Angeles Police Department may have linked him to
the death of 23-year-old Mischa Stewart, Peavy said.

In the 1970s and ‘80s, Bradford, 60, posed as a freelance
photographer in the West Los Angeles area, taking photos
of women he met at bars and “car race events,” according
to information on the Web site, which showed women
striking poses in the photographs.

The photographs and film were seized when search
warrants were served on Bradford’s home at the time of
his arrest in 1984, Peavy said.

“Those items went into a case file. That case file, quite
frankly nothing was really done with those photographs up
until right now,” Peavy said.

“I have a number of detectives that I have hired back
to look at old cases for DNA evidence and stuff like that,”
he said. “One of those detectives came forward with these
photographs and said, ‘You know, this is something that
I think we should take a look at.” And obviously we all
agreed that it should have been looked at - probably looked
at before now.”

The case could lead outside California. Through the
years, Bradford has spent time in Illinois, Texas, Florida,
Michigan, Oregon and elsewhere.

“We could have victims theoretically all over the
country,” Peavy said.

Bradford was convicted in 1987 of first-degree murder
in the stranglings of Shari Miller, 21, who he met in a bar,
and Tracey Campbell, 15, a neighbor. Prosecutors said he
lured them into accompanying him with promises to help
their modeling careers.

Miller’s body was found in a West Los Angeles parking
lot in July 1984, while Tracey’s decomposed body was
found in August 1984 at a campsite 28 miles east of
Lancaster, a high desert area north of Los Angeles.

In the penalty phase of his trial, Bradford asked the jury
to sentence him to death.

“Think of how many you don’t even know about,” he
told jurors.

It was unclear whether Bradford was currently
represented by an attorney. A message left with an attorney
who represented him in the past, Robert R. Bryan, was not
immediately returned Tuesday.

The unaccounted-for women were believed to have
lived in West Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Culver City,
Inglewood and local beach cities.

When he wasn’t taking pictures, Bradford was a
handyman in a Mar Vista apartment complex, said sheriff’s
spokesman Steve Whitmore. Authorities said he also
owned a motor home, rode a Harley Davidson motorcycle
and hung out with a motorcycle gang.

Shortly after his arrest in the two killing in 1984, he
pleaded no contest to an unrelated charge of forcible rape
and was sentenced to eight years in state prison. He was
previously arrested for burglary and sex crimes against one
of his ex-wives, Peavy said.

Peavy said it’s possible the remaining unidentified
women were alive and well, though he wasn’t hopeful.

“My gut instinct,” he said, alluding to a collage of the
women’s photos at the sheriff’s homicide office, “is that
there are probably a substantial number of victims on that
board.”
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%> WYOMING H
".-",-‘ : The Star-Tribune _...

' February 24,2012
“y== By Jeremy Pelzer

..~ =%, CHEYENNE — State representatives on Friday advanced -
“: legislation to launch a study into what Wyoming should doy
in the event of a complete economic or political collapse in”,
the United States. %

House Bill 85 passed on first reading by a voice vote. It
would create a state-run government continuity task force,s
which would study and prepare Wyoming for potential™
catastrophes, from disruptions in food and energy supplies: ;
to a complete meltdown of the federal government.

The task force would look at the feasibility of Wyoming,
= . “ s issuing its own alternative currency, if needed. And House",
71, } members approved an amendment Friday by state Rep.?
=%y Kermit Brown, R-Laramie, to have the task force also™

: " examine conditions under which Wyoming would need to;%
4.y implement its own military draft, raise a standing army, and’
:-- s . 7, acquire strike aircraft and an aircraft carrier.
. =%  The bill’s sponsor, state Rep. David Miller, R-Riverton,

has said he doesn’t anticipate any
' major crises hitting America anytime soon. But with the’,

. # national debt exceeding $15 trillion and protest movements
Ly growing around the country, Miller said Wyoming — which;
has a comparatively good economy and sound state finances =,
4 |™ — needs to make sure it’s protected should any unexpected. |
“ee g & emergency hit the U.S.
. Several House members spoke in favor of the legislation, =
saying there was no harm in preparing for the worst.
o “I don’t think there’s anyone in this room today what’,
: _# would come up here and say that this country is in good
shape, that the world is stable and in good shape — because.™
that is clearly not the case,” state Rep. Lorraine Quarberg,
R-Thermopolis, said. “To put your head in the sand and_ |
think that nothing bad’s going tohappen, and that we have noig,
obligation to the citizens of the state of Wyoming to at least,
have the discussion, is not healthy.”

Wyoming’s Department of Homeland Security already has
'y <% # astatewide crisis management plan, but it doesn’t cover what/s

b
[

% '3 the state should do in the event of an extreme nationwidei

o W™ political or economic collapse. In recent years, lawmakers i
. e 1™ atleast six states have introduced legislation to create a state
prast ‘:. currency, all unsuccessfully. il
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DOOMSDAY BILL

The task force would include state lawmakers, the director

of the Wyoming Department of Homeland Security, the 3
Wyoming attorney general and the Wyoming National ¢

Guard’s adjutant general, among others.
The bill must pass two more House votes before it would

head to the Senate for consideration. The original bill

appropriated $32,000 for the task force, though the Joint

Appropriations Committee slashed that number in half =

earlier this week.

University of Wyoming political science professor Jim [
King said the potential for a complete unraveling of the U.S. #

government and economy is “astronomically remote” in the
foreseeable future.

But King noted that the federal government set up a

Continuity of Government Commission in 2002, of which
former U.S. Sen. Al Simpson, R-Wyo., was co-chairman.

However, King said he didn’t know of any states that had |

established a similar board.
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The Washington Post

‘. January 5,2011

By Rosalind S. Helderman

The Commonwealth of Virginia would begin minting
its own gold and silver coins as an alternative currency to
the U.S. dollar under a bill that Virginia Del. Bob Marshall
(R-Prince William) says he will file in coming days.

Marshall will ask the General Assembly to consider the
idea when it convenes for its annual legislative session Jan.
12. It is a companion bill to a proposal he has already filed to
establish a study committee to examine alternative currencies
to that distributed by the Federal Reserve System “in the
event of a major breakdown of the Federal Reserve System.”

Marshall said his intention is to inject competition into the
national economy and force the federal government to change

! monetary policy he believes is leading to hyperinflation.

According to his bill, “many widely recognized experts
predict the inevitable destruction of the Federal Reserve
System’s currency through hyperinflation in the foreseeable
future.” His critique mirrors that of the Tea Party movement,
some of whose members have called for the end of the
Federal Reserve system.

“State legislatures have to get a little more creative and
savvy to counter the buffoonery that’s been plaguing
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WYOMING
(as cloud leads
to evacuations

An ofl well blowoul has
prompied 50 residents Lo
evacunte thelr homes pmbd
cobcern that o spewing
elgsd of natursl gaa oould
explode

Gas continued to erupt
Eroimi thee grounsd Wedresday
after the blowout Tuesday
ternioon near Dougine But
Ehi lekk wid diminkking
i officials were opbimistic
Ehat workers would plug &
soon, Daoll sadd.
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Pryor denksd & clalm that

thié wikner of & Sonlesl pat |
an by Joe Francls would in- |
tern im his affies this sume- | =
mer. Pryor's office lnter sald |

they believed BOmEOnE Wi
impersenatieg » senator,
Francis aald the |nlemm-
ship would be pari of the
prize packnge for the winner
off “The Ssareh fior thee Haot-
bt O In America”

Washington,” Marshall said in an interview.

Asked what he might say to people who believe the
proposal is, well, a little wacky (after all, the last time Virginia "=, ™
used currency other than the U.S. dollar was during the Civil 2 *
War), Marshall said he believes the Constitution allows for £ =.

alternative currencies.

“The only people who would say that are people who don’t
understand or reject the clear language of the Constitution, of
the law and of court decisions,” he said. “We want to provide %" {

competition and some restraint on the profligates that have *

been running the Federal Reserve and the people in Congress .-
who don’t know the word ‘no. "‘_ e
Marshall is one of the most conservative and controversial s £ = @ _ =

2

members of the Virginia legislature. He delights in proposing

legislation that helps him advance his
philosophy and is considering running for the U.S. Senate

in 2012.
But Marshall’s bills aren’t always embraced by the rest *
of the legislature, even his fellow Republicans. He is also *
sponsoring legislation this year to bar gays and lesbians from =-.*
serving in the Virginia National Guard.
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'UTAH LEGISLATURE GOES FOR GOLD, SILVER
AS CURRENCY OPTIONS

Seen as hegde against dollar slide

The Washington Times
Thursday, March 10, 2011
By Stephen Dinan

The Utah Legislature on Thursday passed a bill allowing
gold and silver coins to be used as legal tender in the state
— and for the value of their precious metal, not just the face
value of the coins.

State backers said they hope the move will help insulate
Utah from a potential monetary slide as countries question
the value of the dollar. Others, casting their eye nationwide,
said it could spur a broader move by Congress or states to
readopt a gold standard.

“Utah, if the governor signs this particularly, they’re
going to change the national debate on monetary policy and
get us back to basics,” said Jeffrey Bell, policy director for
Washington-based American Principles in Action. Mr. Bell
has been in Utah to help shepherd the legislation through.

Utah’s bill allows stores to accept gold and silver coins
as legal tender. It also exempts gold and silver transactions
from the state’s capital gains tax, though that does not shield
exchanges from federal taxes.

The legislation directs a state committee to look at
whether Utah should recognize an official alternate form
of legal tender which could become a path for creating a
formal state gold standard.

A spokeswoman for Gov. Gary R. Herbert, a Republican,
said he has not yet taken a public stance on the bill.

State Rep. Brad J. Galvez, the chief sponsor of the
measure, said he views it as a preliminary step on the path
toward securing Utah’s business climate.

“If the dollar continues to fall, what this will do will help
stabilize the value of the dollar in Utah, so it helps stabilize
the economy,” Mr. Galvez, a Republican, said.

While similar legislation has been proposed in nearly a
dozen states, Mr. Galvez said that if Mr. Herbert signs his
bill, Utah will be just the second state to official recognize
the coins as legal tender. Colorado has recognized gold and
silver for decades, he said.

Opponents questioned why a state would need to come
up with an alternative money system. According to the
Deseret News, one lawmaker joked that the state should
establish salt as legal tender, since Utah has so much of it.

Other opponents said the state capital gains tax break
could distort investing decisions and push people to
choose gold and silver over other investments.

Utah’s move on gold comes at a time when states across
the country are seeking ways to push back against the
federal government on everything from environmental
regulations to health care.

But the instability of the U.S. dollar also has sent some
states scrambling to try to come up with alternatives or to
pass measures designed to spur federal action.

In Virginia, Delegate Robert G. Marshall, a Republican,
successfully pushed through a bill — not yet signed by the
governor — that authorizes the state to mint gold, silver
and platinum coins. He said that there is probably a good
market for collectors who would prefer not to have to buy
federally minted coins and said state-minted ones would
create a backstop against inflation.

“I’'m looking at Congress, and I’'m looking at what the
Chinese are doing, and I don’t have a lot of confidence in
what’s going on there,” Mr. Marshall said. “This is one
way where Virginia can help our citizens as a i
hedge against the inflationary action of Congress.”

He also wrote a resolution authorizing a study on
whether Virginia should adopt an alternate currency so it
would not be dependent on Federal Reserve notes. That
resolution did not pass.

The U.S. was on the gold standard and then a gold-
exchange standard for much of the 20th century, but
President Nixon finally decoupled the U.S. money supply
from gold in 1971. Many investors, though, continue to
believe it holds value better than other investments.
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By MARC LACEY

PHOENIX — Those who want to stop Ben Quayle
from going to Congress had better start studying his old
lacrosse game films.

Mr. Quayle, who managed a slim win in a crowded
field for the Republican nomination for Congress on
Tuesday in a district that encompasses northern Phoenix
and the upscale Scottsdale and Paradise Valley suburbs,
played high school lacrosse while his father, Dan Quayle,
was vice president. He went on to play for Duke.

Old coaches and teammates said he was often
considered a lightweight because of his lean, unassuming
physique. But as rivals rolled their eyes, Mr. Quayle
would scoot past them.

“I was definitely not a star player but I worked hard,”
Mr. Quayle said in an interview.

That is what happened this week when Mr. Quayle,
33, a political neophyte, defeated nine Republican
challengers, some of them veteran politicians, to win the
nomination for the Third Congressional District. Some
of those rival camps were still staring in disbelief at the
results on Wednesday.

Democrats, meanwhile, said they eagerly anticipated
a crack at another Quayle, hinting that they might pour
money into the Republican-leaning race to neutralize the
son of the gaffe-prone former vice president.

Mr. Quayle, who seemed to be surprised by the victory
himself, acknowledged that he had his work cut out for
him, having won just 22 percent of Republican voters on
Tuesday.

“For those who voted for someone else, I know I
have to earn your trust,” he said on Wednesday, with
supporters and relatives, including his wife and father,
gathered around.

Those who have known Mr. Quayle recalled him
as well-grounded, for someone who grew up with
government bodyguards.

“He was a good player, a good kid, worked hard,” said
Peter Bahor, Mr. Quayle’s lacrosse coach at Gonzaga
College High School, a Roman Catholic prep school in
Washington.

As a boy, he was a Congressional page, and when his
mother, Marilyn, made disaster preparedness her cause,
Ben and his older brother, Tucker, participated in a mock
disaster in California, acting wounded while soldiers
scampered around to respond.
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Mr. Quayle performed some charitable work as a
child, once volunteering at a Washington homeless
shelter with President George Bush’s grandson George,
a son of Jeb and Columba Bush. To avoid creating a stir,
the boys used their mothers’ maiden names at the shelter,
becoming George Garnica and Ben Tucker.

It is another pseudonym, however, that may have a
greater effect on Mr. Quayle’s chances of following his
father into politics. He was hammered in the primary
when the owner of a local risqué Web site said that Mr.
Quayle had been an occasional contributor, commenting
on the physical attributes of women and using the
name Brock Landers, a porn star character in the movie
“Boogie Nights.”

Mr. Quayle’s Democratic challenger, a lawyer and
businessman named Jon Hulburd, was quick to pounce
on Wednesday, issuing a statement saying, “This election
is now between Jon Hulburd and Brock Landers.”

Mr. Quayle brushed off the attacks. “You build thick
skin being a Quayle,” he said, noting that his father had
been giving him this advice: “Don’t let the sideshow get
you down.”

In this Republican-leaning district, the race is
considered Mr. Quayle’s to lose. “It will take a near
miracle for a Democratic candidate to win in that district
in this environment,” said Kurt Davis, a Republican
strategist in Phoenix.

Dan Quayle came to his son’s aid when the campaign
was floundering, criticizing the attacks on his son in an
11th-hour e-mail to supporters. He offered no comment
on Wednesday, but simply stuck his thumb in the air
when asked what he thought of his son’s win.

The younger Mr. Quayle used his father’s connections
well, raising more than $1.3 million.

Mr. Hulburd said that he had raised more than Mr.
Quayle within the state of Arizona and that he intended
to take his rival seriously. “I’'m a Democrat running in
the state of Arizona in 2010,” he said. “I consider myself
nothing if not the underdog.”

Mr. Quayle, who bears a striking resemblance to his
mother, has shown some of his father’s propensity for
verbal gymnastics, denying, for instance, any connection
to that racy Web site but later acknowledging that he may
have written a few postings.

An online quotation attributed to him, which will
no doubt find its way into Democratic campaign
advertisements, is, “My moral compass is so broken I can
barely find the parking lot.”

And his campaign sent out a mailer of Mr. Quayle
with two young girls, leaving the impression they were
his children. But the newly married Mr. Quayle has
no children and opponents accused him of “renting” a
family for the campaign. The girls were his nieces. The
episode won him a jab from Jay Leno, a milestone for a
little known Congressional candidate.

Mr. Quayle runs an investment firm with his brother
and has made restoring the economy his prime campaign
theme. (In one attention-getting ad, he called President
Obama the “worst president in history” for his economic
stewardship and said he planned to go to Washington “to
knock the hell out of the place.”)

Even before Mr. Quayle won, one Arizona business he
has already helped is that of thedirty.com, the successor
to the Web site for which he once wrote, which says
traffic is higher than ever.
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REALLY?
DEMOCRATS DECRY
MORGAN FREEMAN
SOUND-ALIKE

A Republican campaign group has come under
fire for using a Morgan Freeman ‘sound-alike’ in a
political attack ad.

The actor has fervently denied narrating the
aggressive advert, saying ‘they are close, but no
cigar.’

And now Democrat officials have demanded that
the ad, which has run on several TV stations, should
be pulled, calling it a ‘dangerous deception’.

The advert, created by conservative pressure
group Citizens for a Strong America, is aimed at
Democrat Shelly Moore, candidate in an upcoming
election for Wisconsin’s state senate.

It is narrated by someone who sounds strikingly
similar to 74-year-old Mr Freeman, whose voice
is one of the most recognisable in Hollywood,
particularly after his voiceover work on films like
March of the Penguins.

The ad attacks Ms Moore for allegedly
supporting tax rises, giving ‘free health care to
illegal immigrants’, and opposing tax reforms.

When the ad first appeared, the Huffington Post
expressed surprise, saying ‘Morgan Freeman sure
is interested in Wisconsin politics.’

However, Mr Freeman’s representatives quickly
issued a denial, saying: ‘A political ad running in
Wisconsin by a conservative group narrated by
someone trying to sound like Morgan Freeman was
not narrated by Mr Freeman.

‘Morgan Freeman did NOT narrate that ad.’
They told a local paper: ‘Although it seems like a
clear intent to sound like Morgan, they are close,
but no cigar.’

Ms Moore, the object of the attack, has also
condemned the ad. She said: “This ad deliberately
misleads voters by using a Morgan Freeman sound-
alike to give these blatant lies a false sense of
legitimacy.’

Yesterday the chair of the Wisconsin Democrats
wrote to the four local stations which have carried
the ad, asking them to remove it.

‘Unfortunately, this impostor voice is not
the worst deception in the ad, as these extreme
conservative hacks went out of their way to distort
Shelly Moore’s record, hoping the phony Freeman
narrator would give them the perception that the
Academy-Award winning actor endorses the
distortions in the ad,” he said.

It seems unlikely that Mr Freeman would in any
case get involved in Wisconsin politics, as he has
no links with the state.

Citizens for a Strong America has so far declined
to comment on the issue.
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The face, delicately drawn with thin black lines
on nearly clear vellum, has no color whatsoever,
only set off from the paper by straightened black
locks of hair and a blue background. She’s drawn it
dozens, maybe hundreds of times, one of the most
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Jackson’s circuslike trial, Edwards is selling 70
rints of her sketches on eBay. Starting off between
gSOO and $600 a pop, she figures she can bring in
thousands from the signed and numbered drawings
that showed the world what the wraithlike pop star
looked like squirming behind the defense table.

“>All of his weird personal antics have helped to
fuel an enduring interest in him and his life,” said
Todd Boyd, a professor of critical studies at the
University of Southern California.

“When you add to that charges of child
molestation, it gets to be that much more compelling.
In the same way people want any item connected to a
celebrity, you have that heightened in this situation.”

To tap into the interest fueled by the dark side of
fame, Edwards enlisted Mark Silver, a Studio City
resident who makes his living selling items on the
online auction site under the handle Daddymade and
raising money for local schools. Though there are
thousands of Jackson mementos available, he says
none quite have the insider feeling her drawings
evoke.

“*People bid like crazy when they hear things like
this,” said Silver, who quit a job as a chef to sell full
time on eBay.

““How can you compare to Michael Jackson?
He’s all you hear on the news these days. From one
extreme to the other, there’s interest, whether you
love him or you hate him.”

The flashy suits with military medals, the perfectly
arranged hair, the famously sculpted face - they all
show up in her eerily accurate renderings. Edwards
started as a fashion illustrator, switching over to
become a freelance courtroom artist when the
fascinating twist of celebrity and crime drew her in.
Though vivid drawings of Winona Ryder, Courtney
Love, Robert Blake and Anna Nicole Smith fill the
wall of her home in the hills above Studio City, none
has the unusual allure of Jackson.

Armed with a bag full of 60 markers, Edwards
showed up throughout the preliminaries and through
most of the trial. Setting out a sign-up sheet for media
outlets, she could sell as many as seven drawings a
day, bringing in around $400 per drawing.

She captured his empty chair when he nearly
didn’t show up for court, and drew his outlandish
pajamalike pants when he arrived with back
problems. As his already thin frame got even
slimmer, she captured each change in his carefully
made-up face, watching it get sharper and pointier
as the trial dragged on.

“*I could draw him by heart,” Edwards said. “He
has so many mannequin features, I treat it like a
fashion illustration. He looks like an extraterrestrial.”
Drawing upon a portfolio fattened throughout
Jackson’s circuslike trial, Edwards is selling 70

rints of her sketches on eBay. Starting off between
5500 and $600 a pop, she figures she can bring in
thousands from the signed and numbered drawings
that showed the world what the wraithlike pop star
looked like squirming behind the defense table.

“*All of his weird personal antics have helped to
fuel an enduring interest in him and his life,” said
Todd Boyd, a professor of critical studies at the
University of Southern California.

“When you add to that charges of child
molestation, it gets to be that much more compelling.
In the same way people want any item connected to a
celebrity, you have that heightened in this situation.”

To tap into the interest fueled by the dark side of
fame, Edwards enlisted Mark Silver, a Studio City
resident who makes his living selling items on the
online auction site under the handle Daddymade and
raising money for local schools. Though there are
thousands of Jackson mementos available, he says
none quite have the insider feeling her drawings
evoke.

“*People bid like crazy when they hear things like
this,” said Silver, who quit a job as a chef to sell full
time on eBay. “"How can you compare to Michael
Jackson? He’s all you hear on the news these days.
From one extreme to the other, there’s interest,
whether you love him or you hate him.”

The flashy suits with military medals, the perfectly
arranged hair, the famously sculpted face - they all
show up in her eerily accurate renderings. Edwards
started as a fashion illustrator, switching over to
become a freelance courtroom artist when the
fascinating twist of celebrity and crime drew her in.
Though vivid drawings of Winona Ryder, Courtney
Love, Robert Blake and Anna Nicole Smith fill the
wall of her home in the hills above Studio City, none
has the unusual allure of Jackson.

Armed with a bag full of 60 markers, Edwards
showed up throughout the preliminaries and through
most of the trial. Setting out a sign-up sheet for media
outlets, she could sell as many as seven drawings a
day, bringing in around $400 per drawing.

She captured his empty chair when he nearly
didn’t show up for court, and drew his outlandish
pajamalike pants when he arrived with back
problems. As his already thin frame got even
slimmer, she captured each change in his carefully
made-up face, watching it get sharper and pointier
as the trial dragged on.

I could draw him by heart,” Edwards said. “He
has so many mannequin features, I treat it like a
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HAMMER’S MAGIC MISTRESS

THE NEW YORKER
September 23, 1996
by Edward Jay Epstein

On November 25 1990, Armand Hammer readied
himself for the black-tie dinner celebrating the opening of
an institution that he had erected in marble-- the Armand
Hammer Museum of Art and Cultural Center. He knew
from the grim prognosis he had recently received from
his doctors that this might be his last public appearance.
He was 92 years old and suffered from chronic anemia,
bronchitis, prostate enlargement, kidney ailments and an
irregular heartbeat and cancer that was rapidly spreading
throughout his body. He also ever more frequently lost
contact with reality and hallucinated. His night nurse,
who twice earlier that fall had used artificial respiration
to revive him, had now been instructed not to intervene
again. But even in a weakened condition, he was
determined to attend this event.

He had had a massive blood transfusion, which made
his mind more acute. He also had a large dosage of
analgesics, which relieved the pain in his body. He had his
hair trimmed and was fitted with a new tuxedo designed
to conceal his recent weight-loss. He was then strapped
into his wheel-chair and, barely conscious when he was
carried down the steps of his home in the Westwood
section of Los Angeles to the waiting limousine.

Up until 1987, he had planned to leave his art to
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. But when he
revised his terms for the gift that year and demanded
that it create a virtual museum within a museum for his
collection-- one which would be run by a curator that was
appointed in perpetuity by him or his designated agent,
the Armand Hammer Foundation, its Board of Trustees
refused to acquiesce to that extraordinary arraignment.
He then revoked his pledge gift and proceeded to build
a museum that he could control posthumerously through
his foundation.

Although it would cost over eighty million dollars,
he relied on Occidental Petroleum Corporation to
provide the financing. He had built this company from
a near-bankrupt corporate shell in 1955 to the fourteenth
largest industrial company in the U.S. Though he owned
less than one percent of its stock, he was chairman and
could count on it to do his bidding. He had often used
its corporate treasury to fund his art acquisition as, for
example, when he had it secretly donate the $6 million to
his foundationin 1980 that he used to buy the celebrated
Leonardo da Vinci notebook, which he then renamed the
Hammer Codex and exhibited around the world. He now
wanted a special hall in the new museum dedicated to
the Hammer Codex. He also wanted the museum erected
adjacent to Occidental’s headquarters on Wilshire
Boulevard, with its outer walls build of white marble
imported from the same quarry in Italy that Da Vinci had
used five centuries earlier and his name carved in letters
three feet high on two sides of the museum.

Occidental accommodated him by donating to the
museum the real estate its corporate headquartersstood
on (and then leasing back its office building) and
constructing and the edifice according to

Hammer’s approved design. It also provided it
with a $36 million endowment that would be used to
subsidize its operating expenses. Even though some
Occidental shareholders had sued the company over
the expenditures it had made on this enterprise, which
Newsweek described it disparagingly as “more like a
mausoleum than a museum,” Hammer was not deterred.
He was determined to open it on schedule.

He had assembled that night at the Armand Hammer
Museum the leading lights of Los Angelessociety.) He
now enjoyed the status not just of a captain of industry but
of a world celebrity. He couldclaim to have been received
by no fewer than eight American Presidents in the White
House and by almost as many Soviet Presidents, as
well as Lenin himself, in the Kremlin His international
awards included the Soviet Union’s Order of Friendship,
America’s National Medal of the Arts, France’s Legion
of Honor, Italy’s Grand Order of Merit, Sweden’s Royal
Order of the Polar Star, Austria’s Knight Commander’s
Cross, Pakistan’s Hall-I-Quad.-Adam Peace Award,
Israel’s Leadership Award, Venezuela’s Order of Andres
Bello, Mexico’s National Recognition Award, Bulgaria’s
Jubilee Medal and Belgium’s Commander of the Order of
the Crown. He even had a school, the Armand Hammer
World College, named in his honor. Though still woozy
from drugs and blood transfusions, he greeted the long
parade of acquaintances-- the executives at Occidental,
who were waiting to take over from him, the art curators,
who had authenticated his paintings for decades, the
politicians, whom he had helped finance, the doctors,
who could do little further for him, the lawyers, ready
to litigate his estate and his surviving family-- his only
son, Julian, 61 years ago, and his grandson, Michael, the
executor of his estate, and granddaughter, Casey.

After cutting the ceremonial ribbon, he took his seat at
the table of honor. On his right,was Danielle Mitterand,
the wife of the President of France. She had agreed to
come to the opening after he had pledged a $300,000
donation to President Mitterand’s private foundation
in France. Across from him was Tom Bradley, the
Mayor of Los Angeles, whose re-election campaign he
had generously supported and Rabbi Harvey Fields,
who was helping him organize an extraordinary bar
mitvhah ceremony that was scheduled to take place
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in two weeks. Although Hammer had never had the
traditional bar mitvah at the age of 13, and denied his
Jewish heritage most of his life, he now wanted at his
advance age to undergo this rite of passage. On his left
was Hilary Gibson, a white-haired women with striking
features. She had played an instrumental role in creating
the museum. Grasping her hand under the table, he said
“We did it.” It was the culmination of a 17 year long
relationship in which she was, as she would put it, his
“confidante, friend, business associate, co-habitant,
consultant, nurse, mistress and lover.” He had been her
King Pygmalian, transformimg her over these years into
a totally new identity.

When she had met Hammer in August 1974, her
name was not Hilary Gibson; it was Martha Wade
Kaufman. She was then an exceedingly comely 38
years old woman with flaming red hair. She was married
to a USC professor and the mother of two young
daughters. She had come to California from Ohio as an
airline stewardess but then earned a degree in fine art
at California State University. She had decided to try
her hand at art journalism and Hammer was her first
assignment. East-West Publications, which publishes
magazines for airlines, had commissioned her to write
about Hammer’s art collection and Occidental’s public
relations department had arranged for her to meet
Hammer at 9 a.m. in his office that day. But, when she
arrived that morning, he was not there. She elected to
wait-- sitting in a cubicle outside his door most of the
day. When he finally arrived at five in the afternoon,
he profusely apologized for the eight-hour delay and
ordered his secretary to bring them both ice teas. He
was heavier than she expected (he weighed almost 206
pounds) but walked with a robust spring in his step. She
noticed that he was dressed in an immaculately tailored
gray suit, a white shirt and an elegant tie. He also had a
deep tan that set off his lucid eyes. He looked remarkably
vigorous for a man she knew was in his late seventies.

She watched him assess her carefully. (He later would
tell her “You didn’t stand a chance.” ) She began the
interview trying to be as professional as possible. She
asked him his motive for collecting art and whether he
considered it another business investment or a profound
passion.

Instead of answering her questions, he abruptly
changed the subject to a painting in his collection. He
showed it to her in the catalogue of his private collection.
“It could be you,” he said looking at her with a fixed
gaze. He then explained that the artist’s mistress was
the model for that painting and told her that her colors
perfectly matched the flesh tones in the painting. He then
looked at his watch and told her he had an appointment
with his barber, and asked her if she minded continuing
the interview while he was getting his hair cut.

She had little choice if she wanted to complete the
interview. At the barber shop, instead of the discussion
about art she expected, he interviewed her about her
marital status. She told him that her marriage was rocky
and that she wanted more out of life than being someone’s
wife and that she was in the process of separating from
her husband.

When his hair cut was complete--which took only a few
minutes-- he had another surprise for her. He pulled her
towards his waiting limousine and told they would have
to complete the interview en route to the airport where his
private plane was waiting to fly him to Moscow. Again,
rather than discussing his collection, he preferred telling
him about his unique standing in Moscow. He told her he
had met Lenin and almost every other important Soviet
leader. She was impressed. As they neared the airport,
he guardedly scribbled a question to her on a piece of
paper-- as if he was afraid his spoken words might be
monitored. What was her home telephone? She answered
it and, passing the paper back to him, was amazed to see
him erase his orinal question. She was intrigued by the
layer of conspiracy he had imposed on a simple request.

Hammer called her a few weeks later. In a very
business-like way, he told her he was back in Los
Angeles and he had thought about her questions and now
wanted to complete the interview. He suggested that she
meet him that afternoon at a private suite at the Beverly
Hills Hilton Hotel which he used when he did not want
to be disturbed by routine office business.

He opened the door for her when she arrived at the
suite and seated her on a sofa across a table from him.
When she took out her pad to take notes, he told her
that what he was saying was not for publication but he
wanted her to hear him out. She was slightly mystified by
the request but put down her pad.

Speaking with almost brutal frankness, he told her
about his interest in building a serious collection. He
explained that art for him was neither a business nor
an aesthetic passion; it was a means to achieve an end-
immortalizing his name. He wanted to leave behind such
an unrivalled collection that future generations would
associate the Hammer name with greatness. To do this,
he intended to spare no expense in buying renowned
masterpieces. To give it prominence during his lifetime,
he would exhibit the collection in the great museums
of the world. After his death, it would be housed in a
separate building in the Los Angeles County Museum
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of Art, where it would stand, forever, as a monument to
him. He told her he had already made the preliminary
arrangements with the Los Angeles County Museum but
he still had to improve the collection and create a global
reputation for it. He then told her the real purpose behind
this meeting: He wanted her to leave journalism and work
closely with him in realizing this prodigious ambition.
She would act as his personal art consultant, curator and
liaison with museums around the world. She would have
her own office at Occidental and travel with him on his
private jet. She would help him make the arrangements
for exhibiting the Armand Hammer collection around the
world. He then leaned close to her, suggesting this would
be more than a professional relationship, and told her he
was offering her a new life. If she accepted, she would,
as he put it, “never have to worry about money again.”

She was overwhelmed by this sweeping proposal and
the confident manner in which he had delivered it. “Why
me?” she asked.

He replied that he felt himself “drawn to her” from
the moment they met. He said he could sense that she
wanted to learn from him. “I want to take care of you,”
he said, embracing her like a child. He then led her to the
adjoining bedroom and began the relationship that would
change her life.

After Hammer left the suite, Kaufman saw that he had
left five one-hundred bills on the table for her. Insulted,
she left them on the table. But his message was clear-- if
crude.

On September 22, 1974, she was put on the payroll
of Occidental at a starting salary of $22,000 per year.
She nominally worked for Occidental’s public relations
department, but, in reality, she could come and go as she
liked, without reporting to her superior in the department.
She reported directly to Hammer. The job provided a
plausible reason for her meetings with Hammer in foreign
countries-- including Venezuela, Peru, Mexico, Britain
and Japan. She also found the job extremely challenging
since it involved not only arranging exhibitions for the
Armand Hammer Collection but, making sure that the
officials, socialites and journalists who Hammer wanted
to cultivate favor with would be invited.

When Hammer travelled with his wife Francis on the
corporate jet, she would take a commercial flight to the
same destination. But on almost these trips, he would
then find opportunities to liaise with her. In Paris, for
example, he took her to a Russian restaurant, which he
had closed to other customers. As they sat alone there,
served by a dozen waiters and serenaded by an entire
gypsy orchestra, she marvelled at his power to magically
empty a restaurant when it suited his purposes.

She soon found that Hammer had his own golden rule:
“He Who Hath The Gold, Makes The Rules.” He had it
inscribed on a plaque in his office, and pointing it out
to her, he told her “like it or not, this is the way life is.”
She soon found out how serious he was about imposing
his rules on her. When, for example, she sought a legal
divource from this husband in 1976, he told her not to
seek either alimony or child support for her daughters
from him. If she did, he explained to her that her husband
might retaliate by exposing her relationship with him
and he could not risk having his name surface. Instead,
he asked her to arrange an uncontested divource and
he would provide her and her daughters with lifetime
support. She followed his instructions and was now
heavily dependent on Hammer for her employment.

In 1978, Hammer told her that he was transferring her
from Occidental to the Armand Hammer Foundation.
She would serve there as his personal art consultant at a
salary of $30,000. This change increased her dependence
on him-- which she assumed was partly his motive.
Instead of working for Occidental, where she might
find some corporate insulation, she worked directly for
him from her home in Beverly Hills—a home he had
encouraged her to buy because it had an ally that led to a
back entrance. Having his limousine driver bring him to
this alley, he could keep his visits discreet. It was to be
his private retreat. He had her decorate it like an English
cottage with furniture that had belonged to his deceased
brother, Harry. In the master bedroom was an “Aduster”
bed, so he could raise and lower in different positions,
and mirrors on the wall, so he could watch himself
perform. In the garden, he had her plant his favorite
flower, double-delight roses that changed from white to
deep red.

Usually, he would arrive about noon time take off the
tie and jacket he wore to the office, and make himself
comfortable at the table in the kitchen. She found her
liked to make phone calls in her presense to the White
House, Kremlin, Buckingham Palace and other centers
of power, as if to impress her. When speaking to lesser
people, she noticed he would almost always dispense
with the usuals polite “hellos” and “good byes. He would
tersely state his business and hang up. After lunch, he
would often put on a robe and sun himself in the garden.

He would tell her during these visits, “You make me
young.” And she did what she could to restore his youth,
putting him on the low-fat Dr.Atkins diet (his weight
dropped from 206 when she first met him to 165 pounds)
and helping him “think young.”
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Aside from her salary, he had promised her a lifetime
income after his death that was to be paid out of a secret
bank account in Switzerland. Since he was not in the best
of health, and an octogenerian, this Swiss Account was
an important part of their deal.

It was not an easy bargain for her. He demanded an
extraordinary measure of control over her personal life
during the course of the next 12 years. She had to be
available to meet his schedule at short notice. He gave
her two beepers to alert her to his calls. He prohibited
her from seeing other men and,to make sure of her
wherabouts in Los Angeles, he had a homing device
installed in her car and a tap placed on her phone. He
also frequently had wear a disguise when they were
together in public so she would not be recognized. He
also controlled her vacation schedule-- for example,
making sure she came to New York when he had to
be there overnight on business (He maintained a town
house in Greenwhich Village there that he used for these
tristes.) She had to submit to his sexual demands even
when she considered them, as she later described them,
as “extremely humiliating.” She also accomodated him
by mirroring her bedroom when he told her he enjoyed
watching himself. Despite his advanced age, she found
him to be physically energetic, which he attributed to
swimming laps everyday in his home indoor pool.

He went far beyond any conventional romantic liaison
by attempting to extend his domain to her reproductive
organs. Hammer wanted her to bear him an illegimate
son. He would not take no for an answer, but, though he
kept careful track of her menstrual cycle, she did not get
pregnant. He then forced her, as she later described it, “to
undergo surgical procedures to facilitate impregnation”--
procedures he had “conducted under his direct view and
direction.” They also failed.

When Hammer decided to build his own museum, he
involved her in the project, raising her salary to $70,000
in 1989. Then Francis found out that she was Hammer’s
mistress. She had previously suspected a liaison, but
Hammer had managed to persaude her that she was
mistaken. Now, even though he again denied the truth,
she was not convinced. Since Francis’ own fortune, which
she inherited before he married her in 1955, had helped
finance the art collection, he needed her cooperation in
transferring the art to the museum and could not risk
her impeding the project. Nor did he want to give up
his mistress, as she demanded. He therefore designed an
ingenious ploy to dupe his wife.

After telling her that he had fired his Martha Kaufman
from the foundation, he had his mistress assume a new
identity under the name of “Hilary Gibson.” He then told
Francis that he had hired “Gibson” as a replacement for
Kaufman. To further diminish her suspicion, he had his
mistress transform herself into a much elderly woman,
telling her that older woman pass unnoticed at social
functions. He made her, as she lated noted, “wear wigs,
glasses, make-up and attire which made her appear
decades older than she really was.” When he was satsfied
with his make-over, he re employed her both at the
Foundation and Occidental, where she had to disguise
“her true identity from co-workers.” She recalled that he
took immense pleasure in the success of this deception.
Francis died that December. But by this time the persona
of Hilary Gibson was well established. She was the
director of planning, development and financial control
for the museum-- a position from which she personally
supervised all aspects of this creation of Hammer’s
monument. She even oversaw the engraving in marble
of the letters of his name. By the fall, Hammer’s visits
to her home became less frequent, and she put all her
energies into making sure of the success of the grand
opening. She also drew up a new contract for herself
that gave her life time remuneration from the foundation,
and, a week before the opening, Hammer had signed it.

The opening ended abruptly for Hammer at 10 p.m.
when two medical attendentants picked him, like a
rag doll, and carried him out. When he got home that
night, he had a prolonged hallucination. He saw his dead
mother in the room and, in front of his staff, he carried
on a rambling conversation with her, asking her over and
over again where his missing father was. His night nurse
could not convince him that it was only a hallucination.
The next week, two faith-healers were broiught in.
They floated Hammer on the surface of the swimming
pool and, in a repition of an ancient Aztec ceremony,
they danced around him for two days. On 7.22 p.m, on
December 10, Hammer died in bed-- it was the night
before his scheduled Bar Mitzvah.

The memorial service took place at the Museum on
Jauary 4, 1991. Hilary Gibson stood alone.in the row
immediately behind the Occidental Board of Directors.
She was felling very much like, as she put it, “a
pariah.” Even since the funeral, the new management at
Occidental had begun to distance itself from Hammer. His
pet projects, such as Armand Hammer Film Productions,
had been terminated. His photographs, paintings and
busts taken down. The framed letters and testimonials
to Hammer from world leaders also had been removed
from the sixteenth floor executive suite. She could see
“the handwriting on the wall for herself. She had been
Hammer’s mistress for 17 years and the museum, which
Hammer had meant her to run, had become the subject of
huge shareholders suit. She knew the new management
was moving to distance itself from both her and the
museum. The Leonardo De Vinci book, which he had
named the Hammer Codex, would be sold to William
Gates of Microsoft—and re-named.

The museum would be turned over to UCLA to
manage. She would be put through, as she termed it,
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“total hell.”

Throughout the following months she found her
progressively more isolated. Her title was revoked and,
finally, on June 2, 1992 two Occidental security men
escorted her out of the building. She was fired.

The foundation had also dispensed with her services
and made it clear to her that to sequibly settler her claim
against it, she would have to sue it. She also received
no money from the secret fund he had told her he had
set up for her in Switzerland. He had ked her to believe
it contained at least 10 million dollars-- and that this
was money he had diverted from oil deals he had made
in Libya. Yet, when she asked lawyers for Hammer’s
estate about it, they denied it existed.

What these lawyers did not anticipate was her
extraordinary determination-- and resourcefulness.

“If I could handle Hammer for 17 years, I could
handle anything.” She later reflected. She had during
Hammer’s visits to her home made copies of numerous
addresses she found on papers in his pocket. Even
though he often used code-names, she was able to
identify a key Swiss banker Felix Iselin. In 1994, she
flew to Basel and arranged a meeting with Iselin at his
office.

Iselin was very brusque and business-like. He told
her that Hammer had made arrangements for her but
revoked them. He then took a hand-written document
from his file. It was addressed to Peter Lotz, one of
his partners and dated September 6, 1990. She could
see that most of the words on it had been meticulously
blocked out with masking tape for her viewing. The
unblocked portion read: “My instructions with regard
to ... Martha Kaufman (Hilary Gibson) are revoked.”

It was signed “Armand Hammer.” Iselin looked at her
smugly, as if that ended the issue.

She then calculatingly asked Iselin for some
information. When he left to get it for her, she grabbed
the document and, concealing it under her shawl,
calmly left the office. By the time she had arrived at
her hotel, there was a frantic message from Iselin,
begging her to return the document. Instead, she peeled
off the masking tape and found the name of the secret
account-- the Grazioza Account—that Hammer had
established for her. The full document also showed
that Hammer had secreted money outside of the U.S.
that he did not intend to pass through his estate-- or
pay taxes on. She speculated that this disclosure could
prove enormously embarrassing to the estate. She now
also knew that her lover had double-crossed her a few
months before he died by revoking his commitment.
She decided to sue his estate for his breach of promise.

Confronted with the document, the lawyers
representing Hammer’s estate, living trust and Occident
settled her claim out of court. In March 1996, she
received $4.2 million.

She had also opened a pandora’s box.
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¥caseisa constitutional tangle

M Davip G, SavacE

HEMGNTING FHON
WARHIRITON

The Supreme Court this
week will take up the case of
a 9-year-old boy born in Je-
rusalem to American par-
ents who want their child's
passport to say his birth-
plivee 5 in Tsrme]

The State Department
wfused their request in
reping with long-standing
wmerfcan  forelgn  policy

gninst recogmizing Israeli
overelgnty over Jermsalem.

Thizs seemingly narrow
{ispute over one word on &
passport has put before the
high court several broad
questions that have long di-
vided diplomats and consti-
ationnl seholars, Does the

wrestdent have the “exclu-
ive® power Lo recognize for-
dgn governments and speak
or the United States, or
does Congress have a volce
aswell?

Amd can the president es-
sentially void an sct of Con-
gress by issuing a “signing
statement” in which he re-
fuses to enforce part of a
[FTECTHS

Menachem Binyamin Zi
wobofsky wis barmn in a Jeru-
galem hospltal on Oct. 17,
2002, and his American par-
ents, Art and MNaosmi, went to
the U.8. Consulate asking to
have his birthplace listed as
“Jerusalem, [srael. " The con-
sulate listed it as “Jerusa-
lem.® Had their son been
b in Tel Aviy, the parents

A

ecould have had Israel listed
az hizbirthplace.

The U.S. polley of strict
newtrality toward Jenisalem
has long rankied many in
Congress. During the H&0s
and Haks, Congress tried to
force  Presidents Reagan
and Clinton to reloeate the
.5, Embassy frorm Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem, bt they re-
T,

In September 2002, &
month before Menacherm's
birth, Congress passed an-
other bill urging President
George W. Bush to relocate
the emibassy to Jerusalem. A
second provision sadd “for
purposes of the registration
of birth ... or issuance of &
passport of o United States
citizen bomm in the city of Je-
rusalem, the seeretary of
State shall, uposn request
recond the place of birth as
Israsl”

Buzsh slgned the bl into
law bt added a statement
saying hewould not ablde by
the provision on passports.
It would “impermissibly in-
terfere with the president’s
constitutional suthority Lo
.. speak for the nation in
imberrmbiongl affairs and de-
termine the terms on which
recognition iz giving to for-
eign states,” the president
sald.

Throughowt his term,
Bush issued hundreds of
“slgning statements™ when
he signed bills inbo low, A%
did his predecessors, most
aften declaring that he
wiuld not enforce o pProvi-
shon because U conficted
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with his powers as presi-
dent, legal experts zaid

On Monday, lawyers for
President Obama and See-
retary of State Hilkary Raod-
ham Clinton will go befone
the high court to defend
Bush's view in the passport
cage, The president has “the
expciusive power Lo recogmize
forelgn soversigns and .. to
determine the content of
passports,” Solicitor Gen.
Donald Verrilld Jr. said.

Mot so, counters Wash-
ington attorney Mathan Le-
win on behalfl of the parents.
He contends that Congress
pisssed o vadic I giving the
Zivotofkys a rght Lo hawe [5-
rael listed s Chelr son's
birthplace, *The president
mady not efMectbvely veloa law
with a signing statement,”
Lawin sald.

The case also confronts
the court with a constitu-
tional question akbout its
awn power. When the par-
ents sued, a federal judge in
Washington and the TS
Court of Appeals dismissed
thedr elabm on the grounds
Lhat it turmed on a “political
question.” The lower-court
judges decided that the dls-
pute over the status of Jeru-
salem must be resolved by
Congress and the president.

Lewin objected on this is-
sue aswell When “the rights
of individual citizens® are at
stake, it is “the court™s duty
to determine the lnwiulness
of the povernrment conduwet,”
= sabd in his appeal,

david saragea latimes, com

subway scenario

It pairs images of huge
fireballs with students
walking the cornidors

of Beverly Hills High.

By Dax WEIEEL
AND MARTHA GROVES

Pairing images of glant
fireballz with students walk-
ing the corridors of Beverly
Hills High School, a dra-
matie video released last
week by the school district’s
parent-teacher counedl
paints A doomsday scenario
if the Westside subwuy ex-
tension s bullt beneath the

CAITPALS A5 planmned.

Last month, officlals with
the Los Angelez County
Metropolitan  Trmansporia-
tion Authority approved the
project’s environmental re
view despite protests from
parents and consultants
who said polsonous and
Mammable gases could rise
from disturbed ol wells and
permeate  the campus,
which has about 2,300 stu-
dents. Although Metro offl-
rials said the subway could
b ballt =afely, the city of
Beverly Hills and the school
distriet hawve threatened ko
e,

Gulding the vides effort
wEre " buneh of eoneermed
parents,” some of whom
work in the mevie industry,
said Jennkfer Terrell-
Schwartz, co-president of
the LOO-memiser PTA
Councl ror the Beverly Hills
Urnifled Schonl DIistect.

“We wanted to get peo-
ple's attention,® she said.
“Parents are concerned
about safiety. We feel Metm's
not listending to the con-

[Sea Video, Add]
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Jall is next stop for subway thieves

Transit workers stole
5445000 in fares to
buy lottery tickets.

RicHARD SiMonN
EEPORTING FEGR
WARHIMNGTGN

Perhaps it was the multi-
plix bags af £500 in coins used
to buy lottery tickets that
tipped of nuthorities

T former Wm.h:ng'mu
Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority employees plead-
ed gullty Monday to stealing
at least 445,000 from sub-

wray fare machines in Viegin-
i, Maryland and Washing-
tan.

John Vincent Haile, 52, &
former transit aofficer from
Virginda, and Horace Dexter
MeDade, 58_a Maryland res-
ident who worked as a reve-
nue collection techndelan for
the transit ageney, pleaded
guilty im federal court in Al-
exandria, Vi, to theflt con
cerning programs receiving
federal funds and conspiring
o eommit money lnunder-
ing, according to the U8 at-
Lomey s allice,

The men [@oe 4 maxi-
mium penalty of 10 years on
the theft charges and 20

F.
I

years on the conspiracy
charges when they are sen-
tenced June 15,

They were arrested in
January after they were seen
hiding and later retrieving
'I'_mg; of change beneath an |
CVETTMAES,

Authorities recelved atip |
that a man driving & Jaguar
mnd wearing o police und-
fovrm ik biuying lottery thek-
eis with bags of change -
Z28.0:00 woorth of tickets in @
three-rmonth  period last
year, according to court re-
cords.

richard.simon
o latimes com
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But one engineering con-
sultant for the district who
appears in the video sug-
gested Friday that parts of it
are over the top.

“I don't think haoding the
big explosion [in the videa]
is ns helphal as it could be,”
said Tim Buresh, the dis-
trict’s lead enginedr on the
subay Issue, He said that

the enmerns, he did not
know that speclal effects
weonald be used,

The video released by the
parent group contains col-
umns of fire, thunderous ex-
plozlons and slgns warming
of hazardous materials, .

“Methane gas, tocde
chemicals and teenagers
don't mix,” says the video's
narrator. “but this danger-
ous combination is on the
verge of exploding at Beverly
Hills High, tuming the
b Into o megn-disnsier
Hird to imaging, But not i
Metro has its way and funs a
subway under the school”
The videdo 15 titled *No Sulb-
way Under BEHHS.”

The work triez to draw
paraliels between the sukb-
way plan and the =oil con-
tarmination found under the
Beimont Leaming Centerin
Loz Angeles, now known os
the Edward R. Roybal
Learning Center, and a mme-
thane explosion in M85 at
thi= Rioss Diress for Less stone
in the Fairfax district. The
blast burned 31 people and
triggered Mres in a two-block
area that burned for flve
days.

To avobd potential prob-
lemE, clty and school district
officials advocate running
the subway under Santa
Moniea Boulevard with a
statbon at* Avenue of the
Stars, as Metro had eartier
envisioned.

“MMetro’s analysis hoas ig-

nored the pn::t-hem-' Buresh
zaid. “There is a real issue
here. There are defindtely old
wells that Metro has not
mapped. When ... you shake
up a well casing, you've now
provided a new straw up o

 the surface for methane (o

trovel,”

Metro officials said they
hed mot seen the video but
Fuive Been Gold abput LS con-
tent.,

Iz unfortunabe,” Metho
spokesman Rick Jager said.
“The facts speak for them-
zelves. When the publie i=
presented with all the facts,
they will see that the subwiy
can be bullt safely.”

Though not formally en-
dorsing or disavowing the
parents’ video, Aaron Cur-
tiss, o spokesman for the
Beverly Hills sehool distriet,
=nid; “Owur approach has
e Lo explain the faets. We
apprecinte the support of
the PTA, and clearly thers
are a lot of concerned par-
EnLs

“We're trving to. work
with Metro to get this re-
solved, ™ Curtiss sald. “Clear-
Iy, we'd like to avold Htiga-
thom.”

The authority's board
has certified environmental
documents for the entire
£5.6-billion Westside subway
extension, moving o step
closer to construction of
nine miles of tunnel that
would mostly run beneath
Wilshire 'If!l:'lu]mrﬂ.

However, Metro has ap-
proved only the first 3.9
miles of the project — as far
west a3 La Clenega Boule-
vard — because Beverly
Hills requested a hearing to
air itz concerns. Metro has

e e bl

S i
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.

schedubed the hearing for

May I7.

danweikel

e b bimes, com
marthigroves
i Lk LS, eoam

fear forces
jet to land

A US Alirways jet en route
from Puris to North Camolina
was diverted to Maine aftera
French passenger handed o
note o a Might atbendant
mentioning that she had a
surgically implanted devics,
raising fears of terrorism,

There ks no evidence the
plane was in danger, oficials
sald. Anexamination by two
doctors aboard found that
the passenger, a French citi-
2en born in Cameroon, had
ne scars, =aid Sen. Susan
Collins (B-Maine), who was
briefed by Transportation
Ssturity Administration
chilel John Pistale,

The FBI and Homeland
Security Department hacd
warned airlines last summer
that terrorists were consid-
ering surgically hiding
bombs inside people to
evade security.

Two P45 fighter jets

seramblied to escort Flight S

TET with 179 passengers and
nine crew members to Ban-
gor International Alrport.
The French passenger was
rermoved amnd the jet checked
for explosives. The plane de-
parted 3 hours later for

CHAISTINA Houes For U Times

BEHIND THE ILLUSION

Madame Tussaud's Hollywood Wax Museum
has a secret reom. Inside “the Studio,” parts of
the museum's celebrity wax sculptures (like
Jack Nicholson's head) are repaired after ardent
fans dlu:'m-r-;& them. mmu
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- A Little People’s Army

Kindergarten children toling toy guns were led through a park on Friday in Dongyvang, China.

-
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Br Joszen B. Warme

LANSING, Mich.—Just how hig
is 14-point type? That's one of the
hattest political disputes im Michi-
gan as the state Supresme Court
pandiers whether a ballof question
aboat fixing the state's trowbled
cities and schools should go be-
fore voliers,

AL issue is whether & summary
of the question, used on a peti-
tion to gather signatures to get
the question on the ballot, was
writhen in a type size specified by
state law: 14-point boldface. The
typeface used on the petition was
H-point Calibri produced by Mi-
erosolt Corp.s Word saftwire, but
& dizpute has arfsen over whether
the font renders the type at the
full 14-paint size,

At stake, depending on which
side’s lawyers were talking
Wednesday in Michigan Suprems
Cowart, is wither a nasrow matter of
whiether statutes about ballots
ﬂmﬂh;‘tﬁjﬂtﬁduwﬁ:mm
& broader philosophical question
of whether jcall guirks
cam be peed o block citizens from
deciding lssues at the polls,

For more than an houor, justices
dug into the history of typography

While the armguments ap times
sounded like a rypography semi-

and the intricacies of type sizes.

A Matter of Size

fan E
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Michigan Liw requires that the summary of a ballst question be rendersd in 14-point typs, but different
typefaces can keok different in the same point size. Beow, the fant in question, Calibei Bold, along with two
other common fonts. Note that the height of capital letters and lower-case letters can vary significantly,

[

r

Calibri Bold

egislation Legislation Legisla
Arial Bobd

‘l“”_--ﬂ'““m* fof fommpartnns pumpetak.

nar, the underlying dispute isn't
academic. B involves a power
struggle between the Republican-
dominated state government and
business leaders on one side, and

Michigan's Public Act 4, com-
narnly known as the emergency-
manager law. The stabute, passed
in 2011 by a newly installed He-
publican-led  legislature  and
sigmied by nirw GOP Gow, Rick Smy-
der, ghves the povernor the power
to effectively take over the man-
agement of cites and school dis-
tricts doemid to be on the edge of
I::n]-:mp::y

Century Schoolbook Bold
Tt ‘Wl S Jonarvudd
Several big cities and a number laws that detail how peti-

of school distriets, including De-
traits, already have been taken
over by emergency managers.
Among managers’ powers is the
autharity to woad pablic employ-
e¢s' contracts and restructure
their pension and health benefits.

Unions launched a drive last
year o put & proposal to repeal
Puhblie Act 4 on this Novembser's
ballot. The drive, run by the
union-backed Stand Up for De-
mocracy, oollecied more than
203,000 signatures, well more
than the 16,305 required The
usiness-hacked Citizens for Fiscd
Responsibility challenged the peti-
tion, arguing that Stand Up for
mﬂmmrraﬂadm-:-:-mphr\rﬂh

Y G \GET D

state

tions for ballot questions muast be
designed, Inchading a requirement
that the heading, or summary de-
scription, “shall be..in M point
boldfsced type.”

The letters in the Calibe font
used by Stand Up For Democracy,
when measured using an “E scale®
ruber used by type designers, wene
less than 1472 of an Inch tall,
which is the defindtbon of 14-point
type, Michigan's Court of Appeals
had raled. But the lower court
saad the question should remain
ar the ballor because the petition
was in “substantial compliamee®
with the law, and Michigan courts
plﬂ'lﬂt.lsl!.r raled that was good

A_ec els‘Poiticl Trouﬁle iﬂIMEéhigan

Laseaet dde Groaol, & bype desigmer
in Berlin who created Calibri, sakd
b email that “the typical height of
capital letters is around AF% of the
rype size, 0 all rypefaces are
gralber’ than 14 pt when set at 14
pt. However, Calibri has a high
readability per square inch com-
patred to many other typefaces, and

fromm a typographers polat of view |

14 point i hage for reading text.”

John Firich, a lawwer for Citi-
zens for Fiscal Responsibility, ar-
e thee Calibr letters used in the
petition, even if kentdfed as “14-
point® on a compuier, were
smaller than required by a Law
that left no room for ambiguity.

Chief Justice Robert Young,
hidding up & diagram of & plece of
printer's type, or “letter block.”
from an earlier ¢ra, sa3d when
Michigan's ballot Lyws whene wril-
ten in the 1950s, font size meant
“the block.” “Has that measure-
meent been faithfally translated to
the digital world?™ hi asked Mr.
Pirich. The Livwyer contended the
ANSWET 18 o,

Herb Sanders, representing

Stand Up for Democracy, urgped
the justices to consider a biggper

ksswe, If they refused to allow the |

measure on the ballot, he said,
“you'd be demying people their

constitutional rights based on the |

width af a dime.”
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_ Unabomber’s Harvard L The reality: More Palin

profile outrages many

H:: updates his status
from prison before a

& = *0th reunion, |i:-;ting
Mg cight life sentences’

, among his awards,

By RENE LyNcH

J Asg the Harvard Class of

&2 prepared to gather this
weak, many alumnl updated
their profiles — no doulbt
proud to share their acoom-
plishmentz of the last 50
VEArs.

Thepdore Kaczynskd did
=0 a5 well. But many belleve
he had a different motive:
They say the man dubbed
the Unnbomber wis mock-
ing his former Harvard Uni-
versity classmites, us woell ns
those he imjured or kEilled
and theEr survivors,

The Hardard Alirmpd
Assn. sald 1t regretted allow-
ing Kaczynski bo use its so-
called Red Book to update
his profile. There, Kaczynski
listed his occupation as
“prizoner” and inchuded
among his awards; “Eight
life sentences, issued by the
United States District Court
for the Eastern Ddistrict of
California, 1968.° He gave his
address as the federal prison
in Florence, Cobo,

Some classmates wens
affended, "I thought, "Hove

! you no shame?” * Bob Ben-
. nett, now a Northwestern

University las profEssor,

=" told the Boston Hernld,

ELarNE TioMPaoN Avcrisisd Freas

AN ALUMNI GROUP
apologized for Theodore
Kacoynski's actions.

The alumni asseciation's
apology did little for one of
those injured by Enezynski:
Yale compitter selenoe pro-
fessor Duvid Gelernter, who
IoEt his Fight hand and dght
eve to one of Kaczynskis
homemade bombs and re-
fuges to allow himself to be
called avictim.

“It's very chiling~ Ce-
lernter told the Herald.
“He'sanunrepentant terror-
ist murderer who cut people
and slashed people to death
in thelr kitchens, lesving
them tobleed, while he hid in
a shack somewhere in the
West. Sofor=ome institution
to lend authority to him,
well, I can't believe such
things happen in the United
Slnles”

Gelernter added: “The
new eriminals here are the

publishers of this Red Book,
for their passive collusion
with this murderer.”
Inastatement, the alum-
ni assoclation offered no ex-
planation but said: <all class

members are invited to sub-

mit entries for inclusion in
the class reunion report. ...
W regret  publishing
Kaezmnekls references tohis
eonvictions and apologine
fior any distress that it may
have exuged athers,”

Harvard oMicials, who
were in the midst of com-
MmeEncernent ceremonies, did
not respond to A request for
detalls.

Eaczynzski entered Har-
vard when hewas M. He later
moved to a remote cabin in
Montana that lacked run-
ning water and electricity.
From this hideaway, he be-
gan termorizing the natbon
with more thin o dozen mail
bBombs that kilked three peo-
ple and injured 23 from 1978
Lo 19495,

It wasn't long before
Kaczynski was dubbed the
Unabomber, For years, he
was one of the o st warited
mEn in America, with law en-
forcement falling again and
agaln tonab him.

After the Washington
Post and New York Times
published the Unabomber’s
“manifesto,” HEaczmski's
brother and sister-in-law
thought he might be the
spurce and contacted the
FEL Knczymski wns arrested
in W96

renelynchor lntimiss. com
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Hizs wife starred in a reality series about Alaska His

.'I'l daughter stars in a reality series set in L.A. that premiered

Tuesday night. Now Todd Palin, Sarah's husband and

B Bristol's father, will compete against retired bosxding

champion Lalla Ali, singer Nick Lachey and other

celebrities in a competition show called “Stars Eamn
Stripes.”

NEC announced Tuesday that retired Army general and
former presidential candidate Wesley Clark will co-host the
series with television personality Samantha Harris, IE
premieres Aug, 13,

Palin and the other seven competitors will convense at a
remote training facility to tackle difficult misstons inspired
by real military exercises. Each competitor will be paired
with a trainer who has been a member of the armed forces or
a law enforcement agency.

Each team will play for a military or veterans charity. A
tasaim will be eliminated weekly.
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| Apple Supplier
Reports Unrest

ar Hom Hai is a major contractor
p— SrTATCMOWE. for Apple and other electronics
BELNNG— .!. fight at a mrth companies, The plant is one of
ern Chinese factory campus more than 20 manufacturing fa-
owmned by major Apple Inc. sup-  cilities around China.
plier Hon Hai Precision Indus- Hon Hai has been under a mi-
try Co. escalated into larger- croscope by labor groups for iis
scale unrest early Monday, work practices. The company
actording to the company and has defended its conduct, but
local police, earlier this year it agreed to
A spokesman for Hon Hais  change its labor practices after
Foxconn Technology Group arm an outside audit of its Chinese
said the sitwation was “under factories found widespread
contrel,” but added that the bresches of work rules, including
plant would be shut for Monday. 60-hour workweeks and other
"Our decision i to take a day off  health and safety violations,
for that particular plant today.” Apple declined to comment
said the spokesman, Louis Woo, and referred questions to Fox-
An investigation imto the conn.
cause of the riots, which left 10 Mr. Woo said a fight between
injured, is being carried out, ac-  two different work groups in a
cording to a report from China's  dormitory evenmally spread into
state-run Xinhua news agency. A greater unrest at the factory. He
local Public Security Burean of-  wouldn't  elaborate on  the
ficer confirmed that there were amount of damage at the plant,
“problems” at the plant over- but photos spreading around
night and that the police were Chinese microblogs Monday
dealing with the situation. morning showed smashed store
Mr. Woo wouldn't say how windows, an overturmed car and
many people were involved, but  riot palice,
warkers at the plant contacted A worker at the factory con-
over the Internet estimated sev- tacted directly through Sina
eral hundred to several thousand  Corp's Weibo microblogging ser-
employees were involved. vice said the main wviolence
The plant, located in Taiyvoan  broke out at the southern gate of
in China's Shamd province, em-  the campus, where motorcycles
ploys 79000 workers, Mr. Woo  were burned and store windows
said. It produces electronic com-  were smashed around midnight.
ponents for automobiles and By 1 a.m. he said, paramilitary
consumer electronic components  and other special police forces i
as well as moldings. It wasn't had arrived. r
immediately clear which custom- =Yang Jie {n Shangha! and ¥
ers” products are made at the . lan Sherr'in San Francisco | ¥
plant. contributed to this article.
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ERIC ABRAHAMSEN

BELNMG The past few days have
hrought Some encourigement for ob-
servers af grassrools political mobiliza-
ton in China. As June 4, the 23rd an-
niversary of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square incident relled around, the
sheer variety of words and phrases that
anling censors have hidd toblock isa
heartening indicator of how hard
Chinese netlzens ane pushing for polit-
fcal justice. (The microblogging plat-
form Weibe even removed the candle
con, & common expression of mourn-
ing. from its selection of emoticons,)
However bad 2012 may wind up being
for political Ireedoms, there's good rea-
san o belleve that, at a social level, the
fighting spirit is strong.

At least in some quarters. Last weed
brought a seemingly minor, bat highly
baffling. reminder of how limited that
Spirit may be among authors.

Ambd very litle fanfare, the Writers
Publishing Howse, ane of China"s mast
prestiglous publishers of literary fle-
tion, brought out & book entitbed “Cne
Hundred Writers' and Artists" Hamd-
Copied Commemarative Edition of the
“Yam'an Talks' ™'

The Yam'an Talks on Literature anmd
Art, delivered in 1042 by Mao Zedong,

it

Average wages in

ladd owt his plan for the role of art in
Chinese society. Seven years before the
establishment of the People’s Repuhlic,
Man was essentially telling artists that
in & future Communlst paradise they
could expect to work solely in the ser-
vice of the political aims of the party.
This year is the Toth anniversary of
the: talks, and theres nothing anusisal
ahout state-owned publishers bringing
out commemorative editions of politheal
texts. This one would inclode facsimiles
of several historical publications of the
talks, as well s a new version peeced

= Q

'

DNLINE: LATITUDE

% FRead more dispatches
[Jrom Eric Abrahanssen of
the THT Lattiude beg at
nytimeicom,/ ghebalopinica

together from hand-copled passages by
one hundred contermporary Chiness

writers. And it was likely to go nowhere
bt warehouse shelves, next to thou-
sands of commemorative books like it

But the hand-copied feature caught
the niotice of online commentators.
Among the hundred calligraphbers were
muost of China's best-known and respec-
ted anthors, including Mo Yan, 5u Tong,
Jia Pingwa and Han Shaogong.

With growing incredulity, critics
began to spell out the significance of
the exercise: decades after the official

I.l.‘ "'ﬁl:lE' t:‘ll - :‘ 1ba !: s

repudiation of Soviet-stybe cultural
management, a hundred writers were
asked 1o meticulously transcribe what
arboe armounted to an artistic death sen-
tence pronounced on thelr forebears —
and the wast majority assented.

A few did demur. Yan Lianke, a writer
of conscience who is cocasionally
bannéd, wanted no part in it And Wang
Anyi nofed dryly that she preferred to
copy oul her own words rather than
someane else's, Yet sthers didn't bat an
eye at writing phrases like: “ The pur-
pose of cur mecting today is to ensure
that literature and art fit well into the
whole revolutionary machine as a come

ponent par.”

What oould they have been thinking?
The writers were given 1,000 yoan
{arcund $160) each for thelr trowbles:
they couldn®t have been doing it for the
meiney. The book was unlikely ever to
be read, so there wiasn't much glory o
be pained either.

Ye Zhaoyan, one of several writers
who participated and Later posted con-
trite apologies on the Web, said, “1°m
deeply repentant of not taking this
meoee seriowsly,” Other mea culpas took
the same (one: [ wasn't thinking.

That this nation's literati can be so
blasé about their integrity and robe in
society and politics is a reminder of the
dangers of blithe optimism about the
progress of freedom in China,

ERIC ABRAHAMEEN i5 g [ilerary translabor
ard publishing consullanl

{

Factory!

China's

than hoping the workers will

M NATIONAL

= Gost Of Heroism

w A teenager hit by a truck as she
saved the life of a one-year-old

m girl broke traffic rules and has
to assume some of the financial

.ﬂ responsibility for her foot injuries,
say police. Li Shushu, 16, rushed
into a lane of traffic to pull the
toddler to safety as a fast-moving

The State Administration of
Radio, Film and Television
(SARFT) has once again tight-
ened its oversight over the con-
terit of televigion series.

The guidelines dermnand that
revolution-themed TV dramas
draw a clear line between friend
and (o, that family dramas are

: not exagperated, and that his-
torical . dramas must  remove
{abrications.

The puidelines also state |

that TV dramas adapted from

foreign productions and online |

games should be banned.

An anenymous staffer at
SARFT confirmed the news
o Saturday and said that the
guidelines had already been
carried out nationwide, the Bei-
jing News reported.

“The ban on remaking for-
cign TV series is positive, as

remakes damage the creativ- |
¢ ity of our own industry.” Miao I

consumer electronics bat didn‘t
disclose specifics.

The incident put a spotlight on
growing tension in China’s facto
ries as companies straggle to meet
worker demands for better com-
pensation and work conditions
Vel 45 economic growth slows.
China’s gross domestic product
rose 6% in the second quarter
from a year earlier, the slowest
pace since the global financial cri-
5i%5, The China Labour Bulletin, re-
ported an increase in strikes and
protests, logging an average of 29
a month for the first eight months
of this year, up from 11 a month
for the same period last vear.

To combat rising costs and
worker attrition, Hon Hai has
been moving its factories inland
from the more expensive Chi-
nese coasts.

But the pliant first-generation
migrant workers that staffed
factories a decade ago have be-
COMe More savvy about their
rights and willing to stand up
for them. The second generation
that has jolned them on the fae-
wory floor are Better educated
and more plagged in,

“Some people are just not sat-
isfled that Foxconn pays us so
little and asks us o work long
howurs,™ a female worker saud.

manufacturing sector rose 18.9%
last year, according to China's
National Bureau of Statistics.

“Nounger workers are defi-
nitely more aware of their rights
and more demanding” said
Geoff Crothall, a China Labour
Bulletin spokesman. “They want
mare ok of life than simply
earning minimum wage,”

Managing such pressures at
large production facilities presents
a challenge for Hon Hai, which has
een unier & micToscoge since a
spate of subcides at its factories in
#0089, Hon Hai's fadlity in Taiyuan
alone employs roughly the same
amount of workers that General
Maotors Co. employed in the U5
last year. The T9000 Taiyaan
wiorkers amount to only & small
portion of the roughly one million
workers at Hon Hai's more than
20 plants scross China.

Mr. Woo, the Hon Hal spokes-
man, said labor expenses aren't a
major cost for Foxconn and the
mare important gquestion was
whether China’s younger workers
will continee to have the desire to
work difficult mamefaciuring jobe.

“We cannob argue that manu-
facturing jobs are exciting for
workers. It's kind of boring and
reqguires a ot of hard work.. 5o
we have to change that, rather

change,” he said, That is why the
company is moving to automate
more of its production, he said

It was unclear what sparked
the Taiyuan dispute. But employ- &
ees sakl workers from other facil-
ities, including Hon Had's factories
in the southern Chinese aty of
Shenzhen, recently were browght
in to help with a large onder.

“Some of those people aren't
happy becanse they don't want
to stay at Taivuan,” the female
worker said. “They want to go
back where they come from.”

Mr. Woo zaid the presence of
different employee groups may
have caused an initial conflict to
escalate.

Hon Hai's mowe inland has in-
cluded an effort to decrease turm-
over by hiring workers who live
close to factories, instead of using
muigrant workers who live in dor-
mitories, according to analysts.

Hon Hai has defended the
work conditions at its factories.
Earlier this year it agreed to
change its labor practices after
an outside andit found wide-
spread breaches of work rules
regarding health and safety, in-
cluding &0-hour worlweeks.

=Yang Jie in Shanghdai
amd Tan Sherr e San Francisco
contribured o this articfe

-ﬂ-ilﬁihé

Ruomu, a scriptwriter, told the
Global Times. While saying

SARFT's restrichions ane based |

on good intentions, Miao noted
“they are going too far and lim-
iting our creative space,”

Li Dacxim, a professer with

the School of Arts at Peking |

University, echoed Mizo's opin-
ion saying SARFT should act
morg like a guide that leads the
industry to develop, instead of
constantly imposing bans.

An online posting titled
"SARFT forces s to turn off
television”™ on Tianya forum, a
popular domestic online social
community, was viewed 47000
times and received over goo re-
plies, most of which were criti-
cal of SARFT.

“Domestic TV dramas are

really boring. 1 will tum to |

online programs if the ban

is put into practice,” a wiewer

sumamed Du told the Global

Times on Sunday.,
I.haﬂg Zihan
contribiuted to this
story
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Weird names =
K1

leave teachers

scratching
their heads

ill a wisely chosen name help a child get
a leg-up in its future life?
The answer is probably “yes”, as there

are many Western studies that show
peoples names have all kinds of effects on their
social relationships and career advancement. For
exarmple, children with popular names are less likely
to get into trouble with the law and people with the
gasiest-to-proncunce mames rise faster on the social
lacder.

But when the new group of students ennalled in col
leges across China this vear, many registered monikers
that were diffscult to pronounce or could annoy oth-
ers and draw ridicule, a phenomenon that has baffled
sy faculty and sociologists,

In some schoods where ifs now unusual for students
1o have the same names, pr bears ane in constant fisr
of mispronouncing them while calling their names,
because some have used rare, archaic Chinese charac-
ters.

Armong the best-known freshmen this year are those
named after Kong Zi or Confucius in English, ancient
emperors and the name of the first US president in
Chinese, In one case, a student of Huazhong University
of Science and Technology in Hubsei provinee who had
] Hids sicimie as 1|.‘p'u.1l1'_ i which means "i!lruh.'-l.'-' (5}
Englich, found his roommate was Kang Xi, the title
used by the foarth |.'||:|Eu.".n::-r||I"II|.L'L']i:|:|j'_l]'_!.'l:l:L'-\.[:.'[]Fr1-I
1911}

Mames carry a lot of information, such as gender,
class, success and personality, and can change with
the tirmes, Chinese names are particulardy meaninghal,
because they are selected from among thousands of
Chimsese words, instesd of a list of comamson first names
that b avallable to Westerners,

In the past, rural children were named after ani-
mals because poor farmers hoped they would bring
up their children as cheaply as raising pigs and
puppies. The first names could also be ideologically
charged. Many of the freshmen’s parents, who were
born in the 19605 or 19705, were given ones that con-
formed to the then prevailing social and economic
conditions.

The mamses of yOunger gendral ions of Chinese
CArTY mo such h.1g_|5.13|:. [nstead, when some parents
choose a TR for l:ht:ir q;hiln;lr:_':u TV, I:hu:l' |¢'n|;]. to
associate it with their high cxpectations for the child,
like naming them afier a successful historical fipure
as a life-long inspiration to overcome rivalry and
sucoeed

E—

—

AURERL ) E

Color meat platter

A ITTE.

Ag I":'I.I'L'I:'Ilhl m.--.-.-l}- foungd individualism fogridees,
theiry are also petting increasingly determined to steer
clear of the most common names, so their children
can stand above the crowd from the very beginning.
Many search the Internet, consult thick dictionaries
and specialists for the best baby names. While rare
words gain in popularity, there is also a tendency for
SOMIE [0 USe Components of 3 character a% 3 childs
4= lan]=t

But such a name garne will have unintended conse
quences, Studies show that in reality, it is students with
popular names who become teachers’ pets and engoy
frore attention. An unusual name could beoome a
serious liability, not a boost to the owners career, like
the case of a freshman in Jiangxd province, who was
reponedly forced to quit school becase he couldnt
bear the attention his namie drew.

The use of rare characters as names could also
make other aspects of life a living nightmare. Some
bearers recall constant embarrassment when people
find their mames unreadable, and rejections ane
evierywhere because many such rare characters are
not inclwded in the current computer database of
Chinese characters.

Chinese parents may seem r'|'||.|r.5|: less ambitious or
even playful when they name their kids after nature
of cutte chasacters i televisson dvows or the ke, But
their children could have an casier life, if past rescarch
and -L':-:p-uriu:l.-'.'-l.' are vy imddication,
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Parents, if you really believe a name is the single
mst important gift to your kids, give them a simple
name that rells off the tongue easily.
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THE NAVY USED thea
radar-evading, tewin-hull
Sea Shadow to test mil-
itary hardware during
the Cold Whar.

Ship goes

from top
secret to

a scrap
auction

By W.J. HENNIGAN

For sake: An exotic, once
top-secret  radar-eveding |
ship, dubbed the Sea Shad-
o, that was buflt by one of

! the worlds largest defense
conkractars  during  the
helght of the Cald War,

Specifications about 68
feet wide, 164 feed long and
around 563 tons,

fer,

If interested, please con-
tact the Ceneral Services
Administration at its web-
site; graauctions gov.

‘That's the sales pitch
from the U1.5. Navy, which —
after five years of trying and
failing to donate the stealthy
Sen Shadow to o museum —
is now selling the ship for
serap metal in an online aue-
thon. All bids raust be inat 3
p.m. Pacific time Friday.

But there’s & catch. To
win the avction, the success-
ful bidder must agree to dis-

' mantle and scrap the Sea
Shadow within six months
— and not keep it for a Sun-
day safl. Perhaps that's why
as of Wednesday afternoon,
there were only 10 bids made

The sindster-locking ship,
which when viewed stralght
on looks like Darth Vader's
menacing black mask, was
deslgned by Lockheed Corp.
at its famed Skunk Works fa-

[Eee Son Shadow, ALZ]

Yespuit |

Price: 3139, 200 or Dest of-

— the highest being $130,100. | g
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FRENCH CITIZEN Floronco Crssez, pictured in 2008 at prison in Meostics City,
wikd convicted of involvemant in o kidnapping ring, but says she is innocont.

o

‘A mirror’ before

Mexico’s system

A French inmate's
case airs the dirty side
of how the justice
process frequently
works in this nation.

ThRACY WILEINEON
EEPORTENG FROM
AN OO0 CTTY

Six years after French na-
tlonal Florense Casses wis
SR O 10 Bbrve dechdesin s
Mesican prisen for her al-
leged rale in a Kdnapping
ring, her case [ onoe again
stlrring heated debate e
and abrodd.

A member of the Mexican
Supreme Court has récom-
mended that Cassez b
frived Bétniise aof Fmegubir
jthes in the handling of ber
prosecution, most notably
the et that federnd police
stuged a reploy of her nrmest
for TV Camneras,

The court’s Mve-member
“first chamber™ must now
debate and vote on the rec-
QTR ation, & process ex-
pecied to begin Wednesday.

The ¢ase has long
straired relations bebwest
Mexioo, where 8 Kidnapping
epidemic has left litthe room
for sympathy for an albeged
abdisebor, arnd Frafce,
where Cazser i3 seen Aas
someanes whods rights were
Lrarmpled

It i% also airing the dirty
glde of how justice fre
quently works in Mexico,
where polities sometimes

trumps proper procedures

-

5

y |

AN

nnad where true guilt or inno-
cence is often beside the
point

"Cnsser merely holds up
I mirror o U system,” Ann
Laura Magnlond, & b ex-
pert, salc at A forum held to
disriss the case

The government of Prast-
dent Felipe Calderon. along
with many familses ol Kidnap
victima, reacted angrily to
the recommendatbon of Jus-
thoe Arturo Zaldivar that
Ciffer e given “absoluls
amd immediate” freedom.
OMicials Involved i the
prosscution said they wens
copfdent that Uestimony
from survivors, though at
times contradictory, estab-
|Eshid Castes's @it

Isabhe] Miranda de Wal-
lace, an activist whose somn
wiks kKidnapped and killed
woreid Lo Aght Cassez's Hber
tyund to bead kdnapvictims
to the Buprems Court when
the debate staris

In & nutlonad telephone
survey published Monday by
the Expelsior newspapern
% of respomients sabd
Cossezshould stay In prison

But the case has proyed
divislve, A number of ax-
perts sakd It was bunglesd
and that Casser was denled
due process. Taldivar also
ersalntabmned that Casser was
Aot FVEn proper aeess 1o
French Consulate officials
after her arrest — o dellcabs
point Lo angue for a country
that demands such Lreat-
maent far its milions of eitl-
zong wha lve abooad,

Mexica City's  humnn
rights commission sabd it
did not share “the vision of

those who think ‘due proc-
es5' 15 m list of technicalities
and formalitles that can be
put to one shde when some-
one hos ern prejudged ns
belng gudlty.

“That |5 authoritarian-
i above regard for guaran-
tees,”

In France, President M-
olas Barkozy was quolad as
weloomilng the news of Cas-
eep's possible release. He has
champloned her case and
tried unsucesssfully o per-
sunde Medes to transfer
Casses 1o & French prison

Cangez mdew J7, Wal ar-
rested in 2005 with a Mexi-
can boyfriend who suthor-
e sakd ran the Zodiacs
kidnapping rng. She was
comvicted the follewing vear
ard segilenoed Lo B8 years In
prison. & term later reduced
Lo B340 s,

She his maintainsd her
innocence, although she
lived In n compound where
victiens were hield

Authonties at the tlme
trumpeted the orrests as an
important victory agninst
rampant kidnappings. But
Zabdivar, in his modion, sln-
gled out one of Mexico's top
lawrmen, Cenaro  Jarcia
Laina, for talmnting the entiee
cace by slaging a rakd Delore
television cameras In which
Casser and her Doyiriend
were arrested and victims
rescibed. Reporters were al-
levoeesd Gy irbe rrogente the Sus-

pects.

I fct, they had betn ar-
rested o doy earbier ot o dif
ferent lecation.

wilkinmona lntimes com
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Teen who saved tot’s life

blamed for getting hurt

Li Qian

A TEEMN hit by a truck as she
was shielding a one-year-old
girl must assume some finan-
clal responsibility for her own
injuries, according o traffic
police in Foshan City in south-
ern Guangdong Province.

Li Shushu, 16, rushed into
traflic v pull away the woddlier,
tdentified as Wenwen, wihen
a fast-moving truck headed
wowards the girl, who walked
into the road on July 2.

While the truck hit both
girls, Li is credited by many
with saving Wenwen's life,

Li's sudden act impeded
traffic safety and led to her
right foot being broken, and
therefore she must share ne-
sponsibility for her injuries,
Guangzhou Daily quoted po-
lice as saying yesterday,

Li is stable at Foshan No.l
People’s Hospital, waiting for
a toe to be amputated because
of a severe infection.

She was awarded 30,000
vuan (L15%54,7 131 for her heroic
act by the provincial women's

federation, but Li still regret-
ted not being able o keep the
trieck from hurting the tod-
dler, the paper said.

Wemwen had fractures in her
left foot and is being treated
in the intensive care unit in a
haspital in the provincial capi-
tal Guangzhou after two of her
toes had 1o be amputated.

Wenwen also has o share
responsibility for her injuries
due 1o her violation of the tral-
fic rules, police said,

A minivan driver surnamed
Chen was also cited for incor-
rectly parking his vehicle and
hindering the truck driver,
surnamed Zeng, from seeing
the girls clearly, police said,
Both bear partial responsibil-
ity in the crash, police said,

The report triggered wide-
spread controversy.

“In order o save Wenwen,
Li had mo choice but to break
the rules to rush to the girl.
It iz unfair for her because
she risked her life 1o 2ave the
girl and was injured in the ac-
cident,” a resident surmamed
Wang told the paper.
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Reagan blood sample vial for
sale, controversy included

BY STEVE CHAWEINE

It's called Lot 160, a 5-inch
glass tube that's unremark-
ahble in every way — except
that it purportedly held
blood drawn from President
Ronald Reagan as he lay
struggling for 1ife afteran as-
sassination attempt.

THe vinl, partinlly coabed
with a ring of a resldue, i5 be-
ing offered for sale by & Brit-
ish online awctlon house
wiere bids Tuesday reached
meariy 315 000 4 label and an
accompanying  document
fdentify It as having con-
tained a blood sample talken
from Reagan at George
Washington University Hos-
pital on March 30, 108, the
day he was shot ouiside

| Washington, D.C. hotel.

Officials at the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Foun-
dation in Simi Valley Bsied
I'I.5.1.i'ltll“t'r'll."|"|[.l:'ﬂE"I"II:II.II'II:"il:IﬂI'.hE'
prospective sale,

“If indeed this story I8
trpe, s A craven act and we

| e Hoagan, AAL]

A TUBE THAT HELD blood taken from President
Reagun when he was shot outside a Washington, DUC.,
hotel in 1981, top, has been listed at auetion.
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Reagan officials

Oppose auction

[Reagan, from AAL]

will use every legal means o
stop its sale or purchase.”
said John Heubusch., the
foundation's director.
“We've spoken to GW Hospi-
tal and are assured an inves-
tigation as to how some-
thing like this eould possibly
happen is underway, Any in-
dividual, including a presi-
dent of the United States,
should feel confident that
once they enter into the care
af o medical system their pri-
vacy and rights are held irvi-
olable”

The muction provides a
glimpse into a strange niche
of the collecting world,
where aficlonados pay big
bucks for locks of hair from
Lhe famous, emply bottbles
that held the pillz of ad-
dicted celebrities and, some-
times, traees of Che blood
that pumped through presi-
dential veins.

“Collectors are very inter-
ested in blood relics,” said
John Reznikodl, whose Uni-
versity Archives In West-
port, Conn., iz a leading
denaler in historie artifacts,
“Anything to do with assas-
sinations s fscinating o
collectors.”

Reznikodl, who has an &x-
tenslve callection of eelebrt-
ty hair, said his inventory in-
cludes a Moody sheel that
was used towrap the head of
the dying Abraham Linealn

The Reagan vial's uni-
dentified seller at PFC Auc-
tions said in a statement
that the tube came from the
Columbia, Md., laboratory
that analyzed blood samples
for the hospital,

The seller's mother, who
worked at Blo Science Labxo-
ratories, asked the lab direc-
tor whether she could take
Lhe tubee horme onee Lhe Lescs
were complete,

“I% has been in my family
ever since,” the seller sald,
adding that “the head " ofthe
HKeagan lbrary earler this
year declined to buy it, urg-
ing Instead that it be do-
nated, After checking with
the Secret Service and the
Wational Archives, the offi-
cial gave his reluctant O for
o sale, according to the
seller's account,

“Sinee 30 vears had
passed by, hethought that it
wias simply something that
was of noimportance at this
timennd that [ was free to do
whatever [ wanted with it.”
the seller wrote.

Melissa Giller, the foun-
dation’s SpoResworTan, sakd

24

AR
:ﬂ'

o |

w of blood vial

the seller may Have eon-
tacted the Hbrary, but did
not approach the founda-
tion. Started by Reagan to
preseree his legacy, the non-
profit raises funds for the li-
brary and owns the right to
the Reagan “name, likeness
and imege,” Giller sald inan
ermnail,

“President Eeagan's
bload would techndeally be-
long to his estate, which the
foundation helps to contral,”
shve sakd.,

The legality of the sale is
AN open question.

“It woulld Faise an issue of
concern with me inasmuech
a8 thiz 18 a body part of the
president of the United
States, who had it extrscted
while serving as president.”
gald Steve Proffitt, an Ala-
bama attormey who writes
frequently about auction
law. “It's a4 body part, not 4
ple¢e of separate personal
Property.”

Darren Julien, whose Los
Angeles auctbon howse sold
Marlyn Monroe's chest X-
rays for about 540,000, said
the problem is more moral
than legnl

“ILs ot a plece we wollld
hawve sold,” he said, pointing
out that Reagan died rela-
tivaly recently, in 2004, and
his widow, Nanecy, and chil-
dren are still alive,

Reznikoff, the Connecti-
cut  dealer in historical
tems, sald the Reagan camp
was indulging in “ridiculous
saber-ratiling and mis-
gulded self-rghteousness,”

“If they had it, it would go
in afile cabinet somewhere,”
he sald. “But thisis a relic re-
lated Lo an impertant event
inAmercin history. There's
nothing whatever disparag-
ing about it."

On the auction house
website, the anonymous
seller, an Army véteran, ech-
oes the sentirment: “I was &
real fan of Reaganomies and
felt that Pres. Reagan him-
self would rather see me sell
it rather than donating it.”

Reagan recoversd from
his chest wound but his
press  secrelary,  James
Brady, was permanently dis-
abled, and o police offieer
and Secret Service agent
wenE wounded.

The gunman, John
Hinekley Jr.. was found not
guilty by reazon of insanity
and remains in 4 psyehiatric
irstitution,
steve chawking
' atlrmes.com
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Merkel urges
ceding power
‘'step by step’

within E.U.

FARIS

Call for political unity
is tempered by caveat
that changes come slowly

BY STEVEN ERLANGER

iancellor Angela Merkel of Germany,

ith the eurd under renewesd] pressune

case of Spanish banks and the coming
Greck olection, sasd Thurscday that the
EIMSWED WElS “mie: Europe, ” wikth moves
‘step by step*” toward a fiscal and politic-
Al wniom of countres using the euno

“We nesd not Just a Currency unkoan,

NEWS ANALYSIS

wir alse neod o so-called fiscal undon,
which is more joint budgetary paolicy,
she tosd the German public telsvsion
network ARL. “And maost of all we mead
a political wnion,'™ she said.

“That means that we rmust, sep by
LAl i T BORSE, VG U e
powers 10 Europe as owell and allow
Europe oversight possibilities™ she said

Mz Merkel is ugpely repeating the
German mantra throughout the crisis
for thie ruro DO ! MO URRY. TNOGET Can
VETECmCE, mare udget discipdine amnd
more collective oversight Inom Erus-
sels, but step by =tep, wiilh 0 Magic
wand, o big bang, no sedden lurch to-
ward a United States of Europe

While she 15 sometimes criticized as

ng oo litthe, too late,” her mien-
tion of a fiscol wnion on Thursday
soemed to go a little further, implying,
down the rond once the hard work of
liscal discpline and structural reform
wias well under way — a wilingness [0
oollectivize some debt and even o
provide more (eerman money 0 the
poerer countries of Europe’s periphery.

Eut as much as fiscal and political un-
ion may be the ultimate answer for the
structural flaws in the euro zone, it is o
A given. Further unlon imgedles mone sne-
rifice of natonal severstgnly than many

B countries wani, et alone the dosires o

thedr woders, whio have an increasingly
low opinkon in general of “Brussels™
and the European Union's lurgely e
less and unelected technocrils

[he comcern over sovercipmiy 15 nod
JUET N CONNIrees outsibe tThe Sune Tone
litke Prime Mimister David Camenon's
euro-phobic Britaln

It |5 alsg unclear ihat France, a presk-
dential republic with strong ceniral au-
thority, is willing 10 allow the sort of in-
trugion fram Brussels that o real fiseal
O [ itbcml unkon would LG

Franct’s new Sociallst presicdend, Fram-
oois Hollande, 1= Conse lered viery msch o
‘European,” a spariieal son of his ment-
or, Jaoques: Delors, a strong Earopean
fsleralict who 2 congidersd the best
presadent the European Commdssion has
had. But Mr. Hollainde has a group of
powerful suroskeptics in his party and
government, and his own stance will die
Pl Lo S0 degres, analysts s=ay, on the
results of France's leEesiaimye ewectons
2EL lor this Sundary and Une nes

Il ithe Socialists do well and get a
warking majority in the MNatonal As-
wembly in albance with  lederalise
EURNE, PALE 3

PUNCHLINES

Some drinks can
cause harm and
Singapore should
ban them.

)

You mean, like
how New York City
is planning to curb
sugary beverages?

“

| was talking about alcohol!

Oh no, another death,
also caused by a drunk driver...

e

Primee Minister David Cameran and Chancellor Angela Merkel &t & news conlerenct m Berlin on Thersday &l the Chancellery, She called |

Planet thought
to be diamond

ASLrONoMmers fave spot-
ted an exotic planet appar
antly made of a diamomnd
racing ancund a tiny star

The planet, lying 4,000
light years semay, is far denser
than any other Enown and
consists largely of carbon
Selentists cilculite the enr
Bon must be erystalline, soa
lnrge part of it would effec
thvely e dinrmond,

“The evolutionary his
tory and amazing density of
the planet all suggest It s
comprisged of caryon — 18 &
massive diamond orblting &
neutron  star every two
howrs,” 8aid lesgd author
Matthew BRHallez of Swin-
e Urrlversity of Technd
oy N Melbourne, Australin
The study was I‘.".i1.||-'.'-|!!-5|'| ad in
l":'.l.'jl'.i'..:.ITH.ﬂ SCieTece,

EEUTERS

MARKETBEAT | Market insight from WSJ.com

These Stocks Have Rhythm. Algorithm, That Is

By Paur Vioua
Arxp TomM LAGRICELLA

Call it the rise of the ma-
chimes.

The markets have been er-
ratic lately, for sure. But trad-
ing patterns in four blue chips
on Thursday showed a bizarre
correlation, setting the market
chateratti abuzrz on an other-
wise quiet summer afternoon.

Dow components Coca-
Cola, International Business
Machines, McDonald's, as
well as Apple {which isn't in
the Dow), all traded with the
same sawtooth pattern of
rapid, tight swings through-
out the trading day.

The pattern was almost
identical for the four stocks:
dowmn for half an hour, up for
half an hour: down for half an
howur, up for half an hour.
Even more curious: The peaks
all came at the half-hour
mark, and the lows all came
af the start of the new hour.

Feverish Patterns

MarketBeat looked at a
number of other stocks and
didn't find the trading action
repeated amywhere else. And
the volume of the stocks traded
weren't out of the ordinary.

“Wow,” one trader said.
“Mever seen anything like that.”

But before getting too excited
with talk of crop circles and
alien irvasions, most traders
agreed that it was likely the
product of a computer algorithm
known as a time-weighted algo-
rithmic program, or a TWAR
These programs are designed to
parse trades out over a set pe-
ricd of time, helping explain the
clockowork-lke consistency.

“1 think some large institu-
tional uyer iz uging a new algo-
rithm,” zakd Eric Hunsader, CEQ
of market-data service Nanex.

Why It was left to go on for
50 long is anyone's guess. And
there is a chance that the
owmer of sald algorithm could
have had a painful day.

*“There is no reason for

someone looking to make
money to continually buy it
up and sell it down as they'd
lose money,” a trader said.
“Perhaps an algo left unat-
tended and got off the rafls.”

And looking closely at the
charts, Mr. Hunsader said
there are signs that the hu-
méns that spotted the trade
began to see some easy pick-
ings. “The later cycles are
clearly deformed from trad-
ers anticipating it,” he sald

As soon as the algorithm's
master diseoversd the trading
impact, it likely would have
been switched off or tweaked.

“They probably don't real-
ize [until mow] that it made
such an indelible footprine,”
Mr. Hunsader sald in an email
to MarketBeat. “Which means
it probably will be sdjosted
and therefore disappear.”

Read the continuously wpdated
foak Ensice the markets, free
online of vwalcom) masrioethe st

Three Dow components (and Apple) traded most of Thursday in a precise, probably computer-drfven, pattern.

Minaute-by-minute trading Thursday
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Weapon maker
to the stars

Hollywood turns to a
factory in India when
it needs histonie

armaments, War -.||.[i'|"=.'-

ABBODUIATED FRESB

SAHIBABAD, India
On the oulskirts of MNew
Db, ina eramped concrete
warkshop where the alr
shimmers with the light of
welding torches, an [ndian
businessmAan has becoime a
master craltsman of Napo-
leonbe swords. And medieval
chaln madl arreor. And Workd
WwWar Il hand grenades and
helmels

From Hollywood war
mviEs Lo Japaness Samural
flrns to attle reenaciments
peross Eurgpe, Ashok Ral
3, 5 one of the world's go-Lo
men for historic weapons
and battle attine

Ral's workshop reverber-
ates with the gounds of met-
al bDeing hammered and
beaten Intd chaln mail,
swords, axes, muskets, sa-
bers, spears and helmets

Hal, & trapshoofing en-
thusiast, savs he has been a
history hulf simce childhood

ald watch every air

ith arma Lo town. Al

iy life, T been reading up

on all the major battles in

history, Mow when we make

rmiedbeval batile gear it's easy

[3TF Ime 1O i-'!'il.':'::-.ll'l Lo Ty

crafamen exactly what's to
be dorne.”

He dove Innto tie business
at age 1T, when he heard a
French champagne-Imaker
necded 1000 swards to give
WA 65 sounenirs

Riai, whose father had o
smuall factory making tourist

lierafts, travelsd o the
northern ¢ty of Amrilsar
the haly city of the Sikh reli
won, 1o Mnd sword-makers
tomake the replicas.

“It took sorme dol g Lo et
the order regdy on time. But
1§ ot e Ehinkang.” sakd Hal
“Here was a niche worth ex-
ploring.”

Soon, he dropped out of
college, transforming his i
ther's company to specinlize
In battle attire and weapons
stretching from the 0th cen
tury bo 'Warld Wir IT

Shortly afterward, he
said ke had a surprize visil
frorn fAlmmakers preparing
for the Tom Crulse rmovie
“The Last Samural ™

That led to dozens of or
ders for all kinds of props lof
historical movies and doe-
mentary Mims. From Napo-
legn-era swords, o Amers-
can Revolutionary muskets
and sabers, to Warld War 1
helmets and uniforms,

He says he has madd
foobwear for the Russel
Crowe meavie " Robdin Hood
ard chalin madl for “HEingdorr
of Hedwen,” the Orland
Ebeom flm s&t during the
Ethcentury Crusades

“We ereated 1500 chaln
mail sult of armor,”™ - (os
“Kingdom of Heawen,” using
alumimum e Keep the oos-
tumes lkght.

Ahout S workers, miost-
Iy woImen, nveted the [inks
to form the armor, “Chain
meail is very labor-intenshoe
Each link has to'be rivetad to
the nexd.” he said

These days, though, Rad
is shifting from Hollywood to
Bttt rernpetments, It a
big business, particularly in
Eurape, and unlike Holly
wodd — where Waapons ane
e ust o 1ok good, and
often are made from lght-
welght metal or |:I|EI.‘-|.'.I" — e
Ikes making weapons that
have the helt of the orginals.

Hal has set up his o%m
company in Germany to
market battle EEAr T re=gn
actors and medieval fairs,
and thed up with a Spanish
company Lo rent uniforms
arsd esquipment to documen
Lary fmmikers

Mlore than a decade after
starting hiz business, Ral
has no regrets about missing
out onoollege

“I'd probabdy be worging
in an office, or a bank
pushing a pen,” he said. "In-
stead, 1 feel 've become
wenpon maker o the world.”
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‘Mrs Bieber’ ‘

succumbs Merchant Memories

At the Mall of America, shopping for souvenirs ... of shopping.
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v/ The hunt for ousted dictators’ fortunes
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ASSETS, FROM PAGE |
tremecly hard, especially when foreign
bl systems ane involved.

T Soeme cases, e people who kKnow
where the money is held are at risk —
ol -Ellil:r' becaluse they Are viewed as
criminals in their bome countries, bud
also because they hold secrets to ques-
tionbde or corrupt deals that implacate
companies and governments elsewhere
iy Ehe Arab wior | amed in e Wes Shidkn
Celiainem, a [ormer thljn'&l"l ol minkser
wivn fled the country last year, was found
dead under MYy SIErHas circumstances
in the Danube River in Vienna an April
. Diays earlies, e offened to tell Libyan
officials everything he knew about a
range of suspect oil deals i exchange
[{i o Pty Eram PrOSECLITIO, acooed-
EGE D W0 TR who 5|II|'I.E' with hdm.

Anather Qaddafi confidant, Bashir
Saleh Bashir — theonly man who knows
thie whereabouts of 37 billion i Colans]
Craddafi's Afrscan investments, Libyan
glifscials say = was caplured by rebels
Last year and then apparently allowed to
escape, later turning up in France. Liby-
an officials say they believe Mr. Bashir
also has information about an illicit deal
begwesen Colonel Qaddai and MNicolag
Sarkozy, the former French presidemn
(Mr, Sarkozy has long denied that be re-
celved any money from the colonel). Mr
Bashir's current keation = unkmewn.

5o far, almost nome of the * shadow as-
sts”! havve been returned, In March, the
Libyan authorities gaimed cwnership of
a 515 million kouse in north London that
belonged 1o Saadi el-CGaddali, one of the
formeer dictator's sons. Two alrcrall in
France and Switzerland H‘h:lﬂj.ll'l_ﬂ o
the former Tunisian dictator Line ¢l-
Absdine Ben Ali, worth a total of $30:mil-
lion, were transferred (o the country's
new povernment last yvear. And the
stale assels froeen [ast year ane gradu-
ally bedng made avadlable,

The rest of the money is hard to find,
aften hidden behind multiple fronts in
half a dozen countries, pccording to sev-
eral investigators and lawyers who hane
worked an recovering it In theory, much
of it coukd sl e cashed in by the shad-
awy intermediaries who deposited it.

Onee identified and frozen, it can still
b defended by lawyers for the former
ruling lamilies. Lawyers hired by the
Baen Ali clan have fought efforts to repat -
riate about 70 mallon held in Swiss bank
accounis al every step, according to En-
b [md] ."-'|I'.'II'||I:'Ir'II.3.'_"-I.'|'I.‘~.‘~|:l|.'|'}'I'."I Wﬂfklﬂﬂ an
behalf o the pew Tunisian suthoritics.

Samdi el-Craddafi, who is now in Niger,
cxpressed an interest in defending his
ownership of the London house hat wias
unable o do 20 in U e avaikable,
sabd Mick Kaulman, an [srasli lawyer
and former [Intermational Criminal
Court prosecutor who has been retained
by Mr, Qaddali and his sister Aisha

“Recovering these assels = not
sy, said Robert Palmer, an insvestigas
tor with the anti-corruption group Glob-

b
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The lormer Tunisian Preskent Fine el-
Ahiding Ben Al Twe sireraft he owned
were recovered by the new governmsent.

E 'H."l'“"'hl EFLUIREY 200
Saadi efjaddafi, one of the ate Libyan
leader's sons, was stripped of ownership
ol o §15 milllian Bowss in sorth Lomsdoen.

al Witness, “First wou must find the a%-
%005, Second, you must prove they are
owned by the politickan in guéSERn.
Third, you must prove they were cor-
rupd, and this requires evidence-gather-
ing by the requesting country that is
costly, difficult and time-consuming.”
Even with money that has béeen locat-
ed and frozen, delayvs in the recovery
process have led 1o lensions between
e mew BOVErmMEents and Western
oountries, In March, the IILCIE Gains Au-
thority of the Epypiian government

“You must prove they were
corrupt, and this requires
evidence-gathering by the
requesting country.”

filed swit against the British Treasury 1o
try 0 force it 10 provide informeatson
miqedesd to help repatriste about £135
million in bank accounts belongmg o I
people in the inner circle of former Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak. British officials
say they mne bound by British law, which
requines this Egyptians to provide them
with crimind convictsons Mirst.

Switzerland s sull blocking about
2450 mullson in Mularak farml].' bank ac-
counts pending resolution of the Egyp-
tian government's clams

With money held by figures chose to
the formeer Egypdian governament, recoy-
ey i Hkely 1o be harder. Hussein Salem,
qn I'T.E_I‘I]'Il!i.illi (HEYAHALY whi was close o
Mr. Mubarak and i3 said oo be worth bil-

&

lions, Med o Spain last year, He has main-
tainedd that he earned his forune hon-
estly. This month, the Spanish Supreme
Court upheld & decision to extradite him
to Egvpt to face corruption charges, but
the Spanish povernment froze only S45
million of his assers, and L 15 nod chear
weietier Ui rest wall be retuirned.

In L1|:l!.'3. Lvere 15 MAICH TEE INOREY
invodved, much of it missing, said
Mustafa Abushagur, a deputy prime
minister in the Libvan transitional gov-
ernment, OF the 3180 billion &n Libyan
state foreign asoers lisved by the coun-
I.r'!.".‘. Central Bank just belore the resvo-
lution, billioms were never actually
frozen because no one know where the
money was or because the governments
in question simply relused (o take o
tian, A panel at the United Nations that
was formed 1o sdentily these assels re-
ported in March that some African gov-
ernments declined 10 I'E‘Sp-l]ﬂlj I The
panel’s requests or provided false infor.
maticon.

Cinly one man is belicved to have full
kndwledge of Libya's African assers, ég-
tumadedd al 57 alhon: Mr. Bashis, the 66-
vear-old Qaddali confidant whi was
captured last year and fled o Franoe,
Mr. Bashir ran the Libyan African Port-
folie, m sovereign wealth fund that in-
wesied Libyan odl wealth in hotels,
hinks, felecommunbcation shires and
mining concessions spresd across the
continent. The [und was never gudited
of supervised, according w Abdelhamid
el-Jadi, a Libyan banker who is advising
the government on assel recovery,

“Bashir is the one who knows every-
thing about this money, and not only
that, he gLl has &ecess 1o L, Mr. Jaidl
i,

Libyan ofiicials, who this month re-
leased a list of 338 people and entities
linked te stolen asseis, soid it was im-
portant 10 recover the money Soon be
c Sofme Afrscan countrses had be-
gun o nationalize Libyan invesiments.
Zambaa, lor instance, seized conteod 10
Jamuary of Zamiel, the country's largest
phone company, which is mostly owned
by the Libvan African Portfolio,

Tha ciuse of Mr, Ghamem, the lormer
il minister who diesd in Vienna, rémains
# mystery. The Ausirian authories
have sakd the cause of his death was nod
cloar. He had been viewed a2 a relative
reformer in Colonel Gaddafi's govern-
ment, and he once complaingd that the
dictator's sons wene using the Libaim ol
company as a “personal bank,” accord-
ing 10 a keaked LS, dipsomais cable
fraem 2008, But he was ckose 1o the colorn-
els som Sell al-Islam el-Qaddali amdd
deeply familiar with the Libyan govern:
ment™s inner financial workings, o
cording to the leaked cables and a num:-
b of odficials here,

“A kot of Shukri Ghamery's partners
wh did corrupt deals with bim wanted
him to stay quiet,” said Mr Jadi, the
Libyan banker.

to cancer
at age sIxX

A SIX-YEAR-OLD girl whose
love for Justin Bleber encour-
aged physicians and nurses at
a Boston hospital to organize
a pretend wedding o the pop
star as she battled a rare brain
cancer has died.

The family of Avalanna Routh

wio called herself Mrs Bieber

said on their Twitter account
that she died on Wednesday
morning. “0Oh Avalanna, the
brightest star — you took our
hearts with you, our greatest
Lowve,” the Family wrote,

During the pretend wedding,
Avalanma held a yellow, green
and purple bouguet of flowers,
wore 8 T-shirt that said *Future
Mrs Bieber™ and stood next to
his portrait under a banner that
declared them “Just Married.”
That sparked a social media
campaign to help her mes the
ginger, Bicher later arranged
for the giel to meet him in New
York, where they spent a couple
of hours together.

Bicber took o Twitter to
mourn the death of Avalanna.

“lust got the worst news ever,
one of the greatest spirits | have
evier known is gone,” Bieber
tweeted, “Please pray for her
family and for ker®

Avalanna suffered from
an atypical teratold rhabdoid
tumeor, a fast-growing tumor of
the brain and spinal cord that
usually occurs in children.
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Mall of America T-Shirt

Thissammaer, the Mall of Americawallobserve
its 1 5th anniversary. It remains the largest mall
in the United States by total area, at 4.2 million square feer. (But not
the woeld, by a long shot: several new malls in Asia are considerably
larger, with the LA-millon -5Ua pie-font South China Mall in Dong-
guan, China, being the current king) The Mall of America’s Web
site offers various facts about its overwhelming hugeness: it houses
more than 500 stores and 20,000 parking spaces, and “258 S1atues of
Liberty could lie insade.™
Locared tive mumuates from the Minneapolis-51, Paul Intermational
Adrpaort. the Mall of America bills itself as “one of the most visied
tourist destinations in the world™ and a “major U5, brand” unto
isell, Ome bit of evidence to support these contentions 15 the sale
of merchandise that promotes the mall wsell, including branded T-
'\-Eli1!!-. codtee IMUgs, kl.':'.' chains and ]'.IIIJ'A.I'I ECViS. [].I.I'Ii.l.'l _I.:IF-FII.'T. direc-
ror of public relations for the mall, says that such items marked with
the mall's star |||3.;|.l and red-whive-and-blee color scheme sell best,
and T-shirs are particularly popular: well over rwo million have been

il

bought, mestly by tourists locking to take home a gift for someone,
or ssmply to have a “souvenir™ of their visit 1o a really large building
filled with retailers. Like visitors to “any other attraction,” he says,
“people want 1o take a piece of their vacation home with them.”

Of all the visitors to the Mall of America, Rosemary Williams
has what must be a ungue pl:r'.",'.!ll.'{[i'-'t' on the FI].'-H-'I:' and, tor lack
of a better word, its brand, Last vear, Williams, an artist and an
assistant professor of new media at 5t Cloud State University in
Minnesota, set out to create a sculpture called “The Wall of Mall.”
Her idea was to build it out of shopping bags trom every store in
the Mall of America, prodding viewers to (as her artist’s statement
puts it} “lock critically at the ways in which shopping dominaves
our mental and phvsical landscapes.”

Bart she ran into a complication: shop employees didn't want 1o give
their bags away 1o a noncustomer. 5o she elected 1o buy something
at every store — then return i, keeping the bag, T!'I.i"\. involved many
trips to the mall over a rwo-month period. Some of her earlier work
dealt with ..11|1a|.|:|1r.-1i|::-|:|. and Williams describes herselt as “not much
ol a shopper™ in tact, the first day of her daunting adventure prac-
ticallv made her nauseared. The intensaty of her own reactions led
her to begin an audio journal of her retail grand tour, which she has
rormed intoa 3?-»."|_:-i\|u|-r."|:u.u]-\..a:~|. (billed as *the story of one woman's
lonely journey around the Mall of America™) distributed through her
Web site, Rosemarygoestothemall.com.

On different trips, Williams adopted ditferent mental personas
— one day picking out only top-quality items, another looking tor
bargains, another choosing things that exemplified culural decline.
She didn't mind returning most of i, but there were some things
she ended up wanting 1o keep — including the Mall af America T-
shirt she bought at one of the three stores dedicaved exchusively 1o
selling mall-specific merch.

At first it seruck heras an absurd thing to own. But then she though,
Why not have a souvenir af her curious odyssev? Plus, it turned out
that the shirt {preshrunk, ring-spun cotton) was comfortable and fit
well, “That's hands down my favorite T-shire,” she savs. Around the
Twin Cities, wearing the shirt is seen as a little serange — ar best,
She recalls a surprising exchange with a local store emplovee who
demanded to know if she was a rourist and “didn’t understand oth-
erwise why 1'd want to advertise that place.” Her an-world friends
didn't quite gex in, cither. So she tends to wear st arou nd the house.

And after all, the nature of a souvenir 1s tundamentally personal.
While “The Wall of Mall™ (which has been exhibited in New Yaork
and London in recent months) still makes 1 seatement abowt an over-
branded woeld, Rosemarvgoestothemall.com ends wp telling the
story of a pourney that, Williams says, “kind of helped me get over
my fear of shopping.™ She's still not much of a shopper, she adds, but
somewhere along the way she learned 1o overcome the guilt of actu-
ally buving something enjovable. More than most vacations, then,
her trips to the mall resulted in a form of personal transformation.
And thar, of course, 15 something worth commemorating. ®
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US pulls funding for Pakistani Sesame Street

Jon Boone Islamabad

With its frenetic stars Big Bird and Oscar
the Growch, and its *lefter for the day =, the
Sesame Street format has been a hit with
children around the world for decades.

Thee US government thought it was on
to & winner when it gave $20m (E13m)
b Fumned & Pakistand version of the show,
hoping it would raise the country's woe-
ful literacy rates and hedp turn a young
gemeration away Froan Ehe siren call of
relighous extremism.

Baat i futare of 5im Sim Hamara (s in
ikt e 8 B LIS prullesd ies Fumding amid
reports thal thee progict bod becormse mined
im cormuption and miSmanagemen.

Thee Latest step (N Sesame™ progness
towards world demination was a
Co=production belwsen he I.'IDI'I--[Irl}lﬁ[
Sesame Workshop and a venerable pup-
et tEoupe in Lahore, the Rafi Pest Thea-
tre Woekshop. Although the programme

first aired in December and was due to
continue for ak least thoee seasons, the
Us Agency for Intemmational Develop-
ment confirmed yesterday that &t had
withdrawn funding, but declined to
