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The Living Newspaper was originally a form of agitprop street theater developed in early 
Soviet Russia. Its goal was to spread the news to the general population, which was largely 
illiterate at the time. The idea of a living newspaper was later imported to the Broadway stage 
during the Great Depression as part of the Federal Theatre Project. The American version was 
more of a performed essay about topics like the history of labor rights in the US. More recently 
other theater practitioners such as the Brazilian director Augusto Boal have taken up the 
concept of a living newspaper. I’ve been drawing on all these historic incarnations of the living 
newspaper to do my own performances and workshops on the street, in schools, theaters and 
art spaces.

So I’d like to try doing an activity with you that has grown out of this series of performances. 
I’m going to just jump right into it by asking you a few questions…

1. (Prime participant, get him / her comfortable)
What’s your name? Where are you from? What do you do?

2. (Objective is to elicit empathy with the protagonist of the chosen news story)
So,            , have you ever            ?

Example:
(Elicit empathy with Obama for supporting NSA surveillance of American citizens even though 
he used to criticize such spying)
Have you ever changed your mind about something and gotten flak for it?

3. When was the last time you felt your privacy was invaded?

4. Have you ever invaded someone else’s privacy?

5. (Restage news photo; instruct participant to channel the experience they just told you about 
and to put themselves in the shoes of the protagonist in the news story)
Now, I’d like to take a photo of you posing just like Obama is in today’s paper. I’d like you to 
take that feeling you just described when… (refer to the anecdote you elicited in response 
to question #2) and put it into the pose. Once you see the photo projected all you have to do 
is recreate it: face the same way the figure is facing etc. I’m here to help you find your pose. 
So,               you are clearly not Obama but you understand something about his situation. 
You know people like him. Now I want you to stay in the pose, put your feeling into it, and say 
aloud, “I am like him, I am thus.” Now keep that feeling in...hold that… Now hold that position 
while I take a few photos.
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Pages 3 & 5
Living Newspaper: Weekly
Participatory performance, Swiss 
Institute, New York, NY, US, August 
16, 2012. With actors Audrey Crabtree, 
Ray Field and Lia Woertendyke. 
Commissioned by Forever & Today, 
Inc., curated by Ingrid Chu and 
Savannah Gorton; Videographer: 
Niknaz Tavakolian; Costume Advisor: 
Zulema Griffin. Photo: Liz Magic Laser

Pages 7 & 9
The Living Newspaper Workshop
Workshop with students at Columbia 
College Chicago, IL, US, September 26, 
2012. Photo: Liz Magic Laser

Pages 11 & 13
The Living Newspaper Workshop
Workshop with students at Watkins 
College of Art, Design & Film, 
Nashville, TN, US, December 3, 2012
Special thanks to Professor Tom 
Williams, PhD. Photo: Anonymous

Pages 15, 17 & 19
Front Page
Workshop in collaboration with actor 
Audrey Crabtree, UCSD University 
Art Gallery, San Diego, CA, US, May 
9, 2013. This workshop was part of an 
exhibition-related program for We’d 
love your company, by artist Ethan 
Breckenridge and curator Michelle 
Hyun. Photo: Andrew Oh

Pages 21 & 23
The Living Newspaper: Extra Extra
Performances and workshops in 
collaboration with actors Audrey 
Crabtree and Michael Wiener, San 
Francisco, CA, US, August 7 - 11, 2013
A Southern Exposure Off-Site Graue 
Award project. Costumes designed by 
Slow and Steady Wins the Race
Made possible by the generous support 
of The Graue Family Foundation
Special thanks to Marjory Graue, 
Francois Nion, Joe Acuna, and 
Rodrigo Aviles of JC Decaux, Audrey 
Crabtree, Michael Wiener, Slow and 
Steady Wins the Race, Jamie Sneider, 
Gur Rashal, Mary Ping, Curie Choi, 
Electric Works, Nick Elsner and DPW, 
Tiffanie Tran, Kellie Flint, Michael Hall, 
Taraneh Hemami, Jonn Herschend, 
Jehn Howard, Abraham Kelso, Zara 
de Matran, Erica Molesworth, Daniel 
Nevers, Zoe Rothman, Courtney Fink, 
Valerie Imus, Sarah Hotchkiss, and 
Dave Sandoval. Photo: Liz Magic Laser

Pages 25 & 27
The Living Newspaper: On Location
Performance, the Plays and Players 
Theatre, Philadelphia, PA, US, 
September 11 and 12, 2013
Presented by FringeArts 2013
With collaborators and performers 
Audrey Crabtree, Annie Fox and 
Michael Wiener. Other collaborators 
include Curators: Theresa Rose and 
Nato Thompson; Assistant Director: 
Jamie Sneider; Costume Designer: 

Slow and Steady Wins the Race; 
Audiovisual Manager: Irwin Seow; 
Videographers: Morgen Christie, Liz 
Magic Laser and Irwin Seow; Script 
Advisors: Hanna Novak and Sofia 
Pontén; Makeup Artist: Aja Barton. 
Special thanks to the FringeArts 
Tech Crew: Cali Flores, Joe R Glodek, 
Alessandro Pruscino, Row Walters. 
Special thanks also to Curie Choi, Tara 
Demmy, Mary Ping, Gur Rashal, Plum 
TV, Esther Kim Varet and Joseph Varet
Photo: Liz Magic Laser

Pages 29 & 31
Bystander (research)
Development residency for Bystander 
performance (at The Kitchen), Recess, 
New York, NY, US, January 5 - March 
23, 2014. Script written by Liz Magic 
Laser and Sofia Pontén based on 
eighty-five interviews conducted by 
the cast with members of the public at 
the non-profit art space Recess in New 
York City while both Laser and Pontén 
were in residence there. Bystander was 
developed with and featured television 
journalists and actors Lynn Berg, Roger 
Clark (NY1 reporter), Audrey Crabtree, 
Annie Fox, Maria Trice (former WWOR-
TV reporter), Michael Wiener and Jon 
Wright (former KEYT-TV and WLBT-TV 
weather and news anchor)
Other collaborators include Curator: 
Lumi Tan; Assistant Director: Sofia 
Pontén; Technical Director: Irwin Seow; 
Videographers: Laura Cooper and 
Lucia Hinojosa; Costume Stylist: Felicia 
Garcia-Rivera; Research Assistants: 
Mimi Chiahemen, Lucia Hinojosa, Brian 
Mcelroy and Rachel Zaretsky.
Liz Magic Laser’s Bystander 
was produced by The Kitchen in 
collaboration with Recess, and made 
possible with support from Michael 
I. Jacobs M.D., Joanne Leonhardt 
Cassullo and The Dorothea Leonhardt 
Fund at the Communities Foundation of 
Texas, Inc., Eileen and Michael Cohen, 
Joseph Varet & Esther Kim Varet, The 
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual 
Arts, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, Joseph and Joan Cullman 
Foundation for the Arts, the Foundation 
for Contemporary Arts, and with public 
funds from New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with 
the City Council and New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature. Photo: Liz Magic 
Laser

Old News is a project about 
information, media and recycled, 
reprinted news.

It is a non-profit newspaper presenting 
a selection of articles, images and 
words clipped from newspapers.
The articles in Old News have all been 
chosen by individual artists for the 
purpose of redistributing the news. 
Guidelines are given, which change 
slightly from issue to issue, but it is 
essentially up to the artist to interpret 
them in each instance. Sometimes 
the artists follow the guidelines, 
sometimes not.

Old News is a second-generation, 
copyright-free newspaper. Apart from 
the newspaper you hold in your hands, 
the Old News project will be presented 
at different exhibition venues and take 
on many different shapes and forms. 
The Old News newspaper is for free.

Thanks to the artist, writers, 
photographers and contributors to Old 
News. – Jacob Fabricius, May 2015
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