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I selected articles that describe how humans and animals, whether 
domestic, captive, or wild, interact.

Humans’ sense of history is immediately distorted when we are 
considering nature, as it challenges our sense of scale. In many 
ways, human history is only a blink relative to the history of the 
world -- if you condense the age of the Earth (about 4.54 billion 
years) into one calendar year, humans have only existed for the last 
23 minutes. 

Therefore writing about the natural world allows us to think about 
history on a time and physical scale that is much larger than the 
individual human life span (about 15 seconds of our 23 minutes). 
Take for example the harvesting of marine fish as food for trout 
raised on farms which are then released into Connecticut rivers 
for recreational fishing (see April 11), a discussion that implies the 
consequences of human sport on oceanic and planetary ecosystems. 

Yet simultaneously, the natural world also makes humans consider 
history in much smaller, zoomed-in, intimate moments. Many 
articles consider the hyper-specific idiosyncrasies of animal 
behavior -- the wolverine that tried to gnaw its way out of a cage at 
Newark Airport, for example, on April 16.

That said, the articles generally forego journalistic specificity when 
considering animals -- the creatures are unnamed and their age is 
not provided, as with human subjects. As a result the animals are 
portrayed as representative of their group or species, symbolic of 
their own kind. The coffee-loving pet parrot who distracted Angel 
Holyfield, of Uniontown, PA, while driving -- presumably a beloved 
pet -- has no name provided, although he (or she?) did survive the 
crash without injury (April 14). 

Perhaps, given our 23 minutes here on Earth, humans are too 
immature to talk with authority about natural history. These 
articles point to the absurdity of human’s desire to discuss natural 
phenomena, and our immature relationship with nature.

































Old News is a project about information, media and recycled, 
reprinted news.

It is a non-profit newspaper presenting a selection of articles, 
images and words clipped from newspapers.

The articles in Old News have all been chosen by individual artists 
for the purpose of redistributing the news. Guidelines are given, 
which change slightly from issue to issue, but it is essentially up to 
the artist to interpret them in each instance. Sometimes the artists 
follow the guidelines, sometimes not.

Old News is a second-generation, copyright-free newspaper. Apart 
from the newspaper you hold in your hands, the Old News project 
will be presented at different exhibition venues and take on many 
different shapes and forms. The Old News newspaper is for free.

Thanks to the artist, writers, photographers and contributors to Old 
News. – Jacob Fabricius, May 2015

Design Wrong Studio
ISBN 978-87-91409-86-8

Old News is co-produced by cneai and pork salad press
Old News news: oldnewsnews.org 
Published by Pork Salad Press


