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COOPER COLE is pleased to present This City, an exhibition of new collage, sculpture 
and poetry by Toronto-based artists Jenine Marsh and Alex Turgeon. Populating space 
with slips of language and material, their works investigate oppression and creation 
within gendered and monetized urban life. A text by the artists follows.


	 What’s in a name? That which we call a rose / By any other name  
	 would smell as sweet. 
*

  
A city is a city is a city is a city. Defined in an instant, a city is bound to its parameters of 
scale. A city is constantly malleable and monumental in its multiplicity. In self reflection it 
looks inwards, towards the navel, doing somersaults ad nauseum. A city has a sense 
memory that is tattooed across boroughs, along boughs, and is captured in the plans and 
elevations of the night’s vertical watch. It smells of fables formed from delicate gardens, 
while roots grow out saccharine labyrinths of power. It is a brush that blooms in the 
corner of mouths, wilting under oppressive domes of perspiration. A city is as vast as the 
exponential grifts contained within, hoarding tensions and pent up releases. A city is as 
viscous as mud with an oil slick simmer, parading gasoline rainbows with hallowed pots 
for feet. It is as stiff as two boots spread wide, like Helios, stretched towards the sun, and 
from between its colossal statuary, coins will shower as gold. A city is a performance; 
always a reflection, but never a mirror. A city is a beefcake smile slap to the face, a 
brawny zone with the touch of concrete elegance. A city is stretched at both ends pulling 
up opposing directions, until that fateful punctuation of pop puts everything back 
together again, from whence it fell. A city, by any other creed, reeks of what dreams may 
come, whence they go, and how the breeze shifts the sky aflutter—all the while casting 
huge shadows. Wrought with iron fortitudes, a city becomes flora in the distance, where 
the horizon is as bejeweled and unremarkable as money. A city is a semblance of many, 
speaking directly to none. A city is invisible, never truly known in completion. A city wraps 
its musculature around the structures that gave it a name: this city, and by any other 
name would taste so sweet.


 Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet from The Folger Shakespeare. Ed. Barbara Mowat, Paul Werstine, Michael *

Poston, and Rebecca Niles. Folger Shakespeare Library, October 26, 2022. https://shakespeare.folger.edu/
shakespeares-works/romeo-and-juliet/



 

Jenine Marsh (b. 1984, Calgary, Alberta, Canada) is an artist who uses sculpture and 
installation to explore themes of agency, mortality and value. Coins as well as other 
paraphernalia of exchange and contact, such as casts of hands, purses and flowers, are 
manipulated through serialized processes of destruction and transformation to cultivate 
illicit and intimate responses to the shared conditions of end-stage capitalism. Marsh 
received her BFA from the Alberta University of the Arts (2007) and her MFA from the 
University of Guelph (2013). Marsh’s work has been exhibited in Canadian galleries such 
as Franz Kaka, Toronto (2019); Centre Clark, Montreal (2019); Griffin Art Projects, 
Vancouver (2018); Cooper Cole, Toronto (2017); and Vie d’ange, Montreal (2017). She has 
also exhibited in international museums and galleries including Night Gallery, Los Angeles 
(2022); Essex Flowers, New York (2020); Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2019); Gianni Manhattan, 
Vienna (2021), OSL Contemporary, Oslo (2019); Entrée Gallery (2018), and Lulu, Mexico 
City (2015). She has served as artist in residence at the Banff Centre for the Arts (2009, 
2010 and 2022), at AiR Bergen at USF Verftet, Bergen (2018); La Datcha, Berlin (2018); 
SOMA, Mexico City (2018); Rupert, Vilnius (2017); and Vermont Studio Center, Johnson 
(2011). Marsh lives and works in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.


Alex Turgeon (b. Kjipuktuk/Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada) is an interdisciplinary artist 
concerned with how the poetic space of architecture and the built space of language can 
embody queer subjectivity through the formal positioning of material and poetic text. His 
artistic practice finds forms through poetry, sculpture, video, performance, and drawing 
amongst many other expanded media. Turgeon received his BFA from Emily Carr 
University of Art + Design (2010) and his MFA from Rutgers University (2020). His work 
has been presented at Ashley, Berlin (2021); Or Gallery, Vancouver (2018); San Serriffe, 
Amsterdam (2018); Franz Kaka and Art Metropole, Toronto (2017); Tate, Liverpool, (2017); 
Tunnel Tunnel, Lausanne (2017); KW Institute for Contemporary Art, Berlin 
(2016); Contemporary Art Centre, Vilnius (2015) and as part of ‘Poetry as Practice’ an 
online exhibition hosted by Rhizome and the New Museum, New York (2015). Love 
Poems for Ceres, his first collection of poetry was published with Broken Dimanche 
Press, Berlin (2017). He will participate as the first Canadian artist in residence in the 
forthcoming Junge Akademie program at the Akademie der Künste, Berlin (2022-2023). 
Turgeon lives and works in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 























































Alex  Turgeon
Bawdy House, 2022

IBM Selectric II on paper
18.375 x 15.625 in  (46.7 x 39.7 cm)

0003
Framed
$1,500



Alex  Turgeon
Memorize (Blue), 2022

IBM Selectric II on paper with magnets affixed to steel
17 x 15 x 1.5 in  (43.2 x 38.1 x 3.8 cm)

0001
$2,000



Alex  Turgeon
Ontario Beefcake, 2022

IBM Selectric II on paper, wood and brass hanging materials
51.5 x 12 in  (130.8 x 30.5 cm)

0002
$2,500



Jenine Marsh
This City, 2022

Plastic scale model figures, coins, sand and detritus
J.M0165



Jenine Marsh
values and positions, 2022

Flowers, newspaper clippings, wire, synthetic rubber, acrylic UV varnish
50 x 1.75 x 1.75 in  (127 x 4.4 x 4.4 cm)

J.M0164
$2,600



Jenine Marsh
Clutch, 2022

Found plastic purse, loonies, flowers, nails, wire, synthetic rubber, acrylic UV varnish, polyurethane
adhesive

10 x 5.5 x 4.75 in  (25.4 x 14 x 12.1 cm)
J.M0162
$3,500



Jenine Marsh
this type of rupture, 2022

Found plastic purse, flowers, newspaper, loonies, wire, hardware, polyurethane adhesive, synthetic
rubber, acrylic UV varnish

12 x 7 x 8 in  (30.5 x 17.8 x 20.3 cm)
J.M0163
$3,500



Jenine Marsh
Public Fountain, 2022

Pennies, tin model train figures, newspaper clippings, crushed leaves, steel, hotplate, flowers, wire,
resin, synthetic rubber, acrylic UV varnish, hardware

9 x 10 x 4.75 in  (22.9 x 25.4 x 12.1 cm)
J.M0161
$4,000



 
Jenine Marsh 
Born 1984, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Lives and works in Toronto, Ontario, Canada  
 
Education


2013 	 	 MFA, University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada  
2007 	 	 BFA, Alberta College of Art and Design, Calgary, Canada


Solo and Two-Person Exhibitions 
 
2022	 	 This City, with Alex Turgeon, Cooper Cole, Toronto, Canada 		  
2021 	 	 QUARANTA, with Dread Scott, Soho House, Rome, Italy

2019 	 	 the dirt under my nails, Centre D’art et de diffusion CLARK,  
 	 	 Montreal, Canada  
	 	 Every empire has an end, with Jennifer Carvalho, Franz Kaka,  
 	 	 Toronto, Canada  
2018 	 	 A room at the center of the world surrounded by the noise of men,  
	 	 Interface, Oakland, USA  
	 	 Vivisections, La Datcha, Berlin, Germany 2017 always with, Stride  
	 	 Gallery, Calgary, Canada  
	 	 GUTTERSNIPES with Nadia Belerique, Vie d’Ange, Montreal,  
	 	 Canada 
	 	 "Can't you hear my voices?", with James Lewis, Rupert, Vilnius,  
	 	  Lithuania  
	 	 Dear Stranger, with Lindsay Lawson, Entrée, Bergen, Norway 2016  
	 	 The Feeling’s mutual, 2016/17 Members Edition, Mercer Union, 	 	  
	 	 Toronto, Canada  
	 	 In a world of weeds, all roses are wild, curated by Simon Cole,  
	 	 Beautiful, Chicago, USA 
	 	 mind mouth, with Kim Neudorf, Forest City Gallery, London,  
	 	 Canada 
	 	 The Extrovert, COOPER COLE, Toronto, Canada  
2015 	 	 Feminine Marvelous and Tough, Lulu, Mexico City, Mexico 	 	  
	 	 Anagrams for Ovid, HPI Window, Toronto, Canada  
	 	 Feral Tongue, Chapter 61, Brooklyn, USA  
	 	 The cut flower still blooms, 811, Toronto, Canada 2014 The Florist,  



 
	 	 Jr. Projects, Toronto, Canada  
2014 	 	 The Florist, Jr. Projects, Toronto, Canada  
2013 	 	 Roomies, Xpace, Toronto, Canada  
	 	 Follow Me, Boarding House Gallery, Guelph, Canada  
	 	 Stranger to Stranger, COOPER COLE, Toronto, Canada  
	 	 Vis-à-Vis, G Gallery, Toronto, Canada 
	 	 Room and Board, Evans Contemporary, Peterborough, Canada 
	 	 When I Move you Move, collaboration with Aryen Hoekstra as  
	 	 Friends, Boarding House Gallery, Guelph, Canada  
2012 	 	 Cloud, Zavitz Gallery, University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada 
2010 	 	 Grotto, Truck Gallery +15, Calgary, Canada  
	 	 Suspension, Struts Gallery, Sackville, Canada  
	 	 Ugly Portraits of YOU, with Kim Neudorf, Untitled Art Society,  
	 	 Calgary, Canada 
2009 	 	 False Fronts, The Other Gallery, Banff Centre, Banff, Canada 
	 	 The Other Gallery, Banff Centre, Banff, Canada 
2008 	 	 Topiarium, Stride Gallery, Calgary, Canada  
2007 	 	 Sprawl and Cluster, Marion Nicoll Gallery, Alberta College of Art  
	 	 and Design, Calgary, Canada


Selected Group Exhibits 

2022	 	 Held open, curated by Marie-Charlotte Carrier, Focus Exhibition at  
	 	 Art Toronto 
	 	 Chthonic Spoil, Project Gallery, Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity,  
	 	 Banff, Canada 
	 	 Worried Earth: Eco-Anxiety and Entangled Grief, Gallery 1C03,  
	 	 University of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Canada

	 	 The Size of a Credit Card, The Plumb, Toronto, Canada

	 	 Shrubs, Night Gallery, Los Angeles, USA 
2021	 	 You sit in a garden, curated by Chris Andrews, Critical Distance,  
	 	 Toronto, Canada  
	 	 Drawings, Gianni Manhattan, Vienna, Austria  
2020	 	 Cito, Longe, Tarde, Haynes, Chicago, USA 

	 	 Earth Body, curated by Karen Azoulay, Essex Flowers, New York,  
	 	 USA




 
	 	 Dig Your Own Hole, Franz Kaka, 291 Ten Eyck, Brooklyn, USA  
	 	 The Struggle for Change, Murmurs, Los Angeles, USA

2019	 Prince.ss.es des Villes, Lulu Retrospective, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, 

France

	 	 As Above, So Below, Murmurs, Los Angeles, USA

	 	 Asphodel Meadows, organized by Caleb Dunham, Mother Culture, 		
	 	 Toronto, Canada  
	 	 UTTRAN II, curated by Tora Schultz Larsen, Emelie Palmelund,  
	 	 Christian 	 

	 	 Ovesen and Maiken Buus Andersen, Uttran Lake, SE 
	 The Future Stands Still But We Move in Infinite Space, curated by 

Randi Grov Berger, OSL Contemporary, Oslo, Norway

2018	 Orientering, exhibition organized with Entrée, Bergen Norway 

The Shape of the Middle, exhibition curated by Daniella Sanader, 
Open Studio, Toronto, Canada


	 Flower Petal Tongues, curated by Corrie Jackson, Griffin Art 
Projects, Vancouver, Canada


	 Entangled Tales, curated by Justė Jonutytė and Yates Norton, 
Rupert, Vilnius


	 SM, invited by Gianni Manhattan, curated by Margaux Barthelemy 
and sans titre (2016), Marseille, France


	 Ode to Trouble, curated by Hello Dust, HKS Guesthouse, Bergen, 
Norway


2017	 Occupations of uninhabited space with Zsofia Keresztes and Zoe 
Paul, Gianni Manhattan, Vienna, Austria

How Deep Is Your Love?, Cooper Cole, Toronto, Canada  
Dark-Intense-Apricot-Liquerous-Tobacco-Developed-Cherry, 
Maison de la Mer, Malmö, Sweden


	 weird woman, Jarvis Hall Gallery, Calgary, Canada

True Lies, Night Gallery, Los Angeles, USA 

2016 	 Everyday War, curated by Keith J. Varadi, ASHES/ASHES, Los 
Angeles, USA

wandering womb, curated by Kelsey Stasiak, Athens, USA

In the Shadow of the Millennium, curated by Darryn Doull, Judith & 
Norman Alix Gallery, Sarnia, Canada

A Change of Heart, curated by Chris Sharp, Hannah Hoffman 
Gallery, Los Angeles, USA


http://www.jeninemarsh.com/everydaywar.html


 
Jenine Marsh, Lina Viste Gronil, Adam Gordon, Raising Cattle, 
Montreal, Canada 

Baker's Dozen, curated by CK2, New York, USA 
Bend Towards the Sun, Bring the Sky Beneath Your Feet, The 
Bakery, Vancouver, Canada 
sotto, Modern Fuel Gallery, Kingston, Canada 


2015	 	 Mrs. Benway, Fourteen30, Portland, USA

What she is not, what she is, what she can be, Garden Avenue, 
Toronto, Canada


	 	 Road to Ruin, COOPER COLE, Toronto, Canada

There is no There, curated by Stefan Hancherow, Hamilton Artists 
Inc., Hamilton, Canada

The Lulennial: A Slight Gestuary, Lulu, Mexico City, Mexico 


2014	 Some New Fires, curated by Hannah Myall, Art Metropole, Toronto, 
Canada

balloon / portal / starres / fiends, curated by Kim Neudorf, DNA 
Artspace, London, Canada


	 	 As A Body, curated by Kari Cwynar, COOPER COLE, Toronto,  
	 	 Canada

2013 	 Endless Vacation, COOPER COLE, Toronto, Canada


The Coffin Factory, 97 Niagara, Toronto, Canada

In the Outfield, Olga Korper Gallery, Toronto, Canada

Garage Montage, with The Drawing Party, The Art Gallery of 
Calgary, Calgary, Canada

Garden Show, Cooper Cole, Toronto, CA 
Hold Them Up in Good Light, Access Gallery, Vancouver, Canada


	 SHOW13, curated by Iga Janik, Cambridge Galleries, Camridge, 
Canada


2012 	 JUNGLE, Zavitz Gallery, University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada  
LEAN, Ed Video Media Arts Centre, Guelph, Canada


2011 	 Broth, Zavitz Gallery, University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada

Sweetest Little Thing, Struts Gallery, Sackville, Canada


2010 	 For Louise, Untitled Art Society, Calgary, Canada  
Pith Biennale of Conschmemporary Art, Pith Gallery, Calgary, 
Canada




 
2009 	 Field Notes, The Wanderer collaborative exhibition, The Other 

Gallery, Banff Centre, Banff, Canada 
Ski-do, 809 Exhibition Space, Calgary, Canada


2007 	 Holler, 809 Exhibition Space, Calgary, Canada


Art Fairs 

2022	 Art Toronto, Cooper Cole, Toronto, Canada

2019 	 Frieze London, Cooper Cole, London, United Kingdom

2018	 Vienna Contemporary, Gianni Manhattan, Vienna, Austria

2017	 NADA Miami, Cooper Cole, Miami, USA

	 Art Vilinius, Rupert, Vilinius, Lithuania

2016	 Art Basel Miami Beach, with Patrick Cruz, Katie Bethune Leaman 
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Texas Contemporary Art Fair, Lulu, Houston, USA
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2014	 Material Art Fair, with Lauren Luloff, Mexico City, Mexico
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Alex Turgeon 
Born 1984, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Lives and works in Toronto, Ontario, Canada  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2020	 	 Masters of Fine Arts, Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers  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