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as she drove she remembered one of the first times she had been deeply stirred, standing before Manet's 
asparagus. It was the simplicity of his expression, the lightness of his touch, the muteness of colors. How minor a 
thing an asparagus is. And his name, like a beautiful leaf in the corner. It was the perfect balance between 
carefulness and carelessness and the delicate and unassuming heart he put into every line. She knew then that 
she would always be drawn to his paintings in any museum in the world. Mira knew that humans made art 
because we were made in God's image which doesn't mean we look like God, it means we like doing the same 
thing God likes. Both making life and making art are pouring spirit into form.

(Sheila Heti, Pure Color)
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