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Gray Wie lebinski :  Love and Thef t  
One Hundred Basebal l  Cards ,  book launch 
February  11  -  March 18 ,  2023 

12.26  West  i s  p leased to  p resent  Gray  Wie leb insk i :  Love and Thef t .  

In  Love and Thef t ,  Gray  Wie leb insk i  deve lops  h is  ongo ing  
inves t iga t ion  in to  the  mytho log ica l  and  mater ia l  foundat ions  o f  the  
na t ion-s ta te .   I t s  a l ta r - l i ke  cen terp iece  evokes  the  romant ic  image o f  
Amer ican  fa rmland th rough use  o f  two co lo rs :  fa lu  red ,  the  ear thy  
tone typ ica l l y  used to  pa in t  barns ,  and chroma key  green,  used fo r  
g reen screen f i lm ing  and remin iscent  o f  the  unnerv ing  sheen o f  a  
per fec t l y  man icured  lawn.  Over lay ing  these  co lo rs  on to  d isassembled  
shopp ing  bags  f rom the  qu in tessent ia l l y  Amer ican  re ta i le r  
Aberc rombie  &  F i tch ,  Wie leb insk i  inv i tes  re f lec t ion  on  the  phys ica l  
and  economic  h is to r ies  l y ing  beh ind  an  idea l i zed  na t iona l  iden t i t y .  
Bo th  co lo rs  a re  too ls  fo r  the  c rea t ion  o f  fan tasy ,  a lbe i t  in  s ta rk ly  
opposed ways .  Fa lu  red ,  a  mi lk  pa in t ,  re f lec ts  the  o rgan ic  tones  o f  
the  Ear th ’s  landscape and is  in  th is  sense des igned to  opera te  as  a  
non-co lo r ;  chroma key  green,  on  the  o ther  hand,  i s  v iv id ly  unnatura l  
ye t  made to  d isappear  in  the  g reen screen process .  The h igh ly  
recogn izab le  Bruce  Weber -shot  photographs  adorn ing  the  bags ,  
meanwhi le ,  evoke the  homoero t ic  under tones  o f  normat ive  
mascu l in i t y .  

F lank ing  Love and Thef t ’ s  eponymous centerp iece  are  a  ser ies  o f  
p r in ts  tha t  take  Wie leb insk i ’ s  fo ray  in to  the  impor t  o f  co lo r  to  
in tense,  d ream- l i ke  he igh ts .  Through the  med ium o f  p r in t ,  
Wie leb insk i  p lays  on  the  way par t i cu la r  images become enshr ined in  
co l lec t i ve  consc iousness ,  denot ing  a  sense o f  na t iona l  iden t i t y .  The 
exh ib i t ion ’s  t i t l e ,  l i f ted  f rom the  scho la r  Er ic  Lo t t ’ s  canon ica l  s tudy  o f  
appropr ia t ion ,  cap tures  the  ambiva len t  fee l ings  o f  des i re ,  envy ,  
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de lus ion ,  and  v io lence  tha t  underg i rd  the  concept  o f  ownersh ip .  By  
man ipu la t ing  these symbo ls—repeat ing ,  d is to r t ing ,  sp l i c ing ,  and 
recombin ing  them—Wie leb insk i  toys  w i th  the  ideas  o f  ownersh ip  and 
appropr ia t ion  encoded in  the  show’s  t i t l e .  Here  Wie leb insk i  ex tends  
h is  in te res t  in  the  aes the t ics  o f  fenc ing  and the  h is to ry  o f  barbed 
w i re ,  the  too l  by  wh ich  the  Amer ican  landscape was domest ica ted by  
European co lon izers .  We f ind  barbed w i re  in  bo th  fami l ia r  and  
unrecogn izab le  s ta tes ,  in  one case en la rged to  a  po in t  o f  te r r i f y ing  
ma jes ty  sugges t ive  o f  a  to rnado ( thus  reca l l ing  the  u l t imate  fu t i l i t y  o f  
se t t le r  a t tempts  to  ga in  mastery  over  the  na tura l  landscape) .  Love 
and Thef t  fo regrounds  the  images tha t  haunt  us ,  the  pas t  tha t  cannot  
be  bur ied ,  and  the  mutua l  imp l i ca t ion  o f  v io lence  and possess ion .  

-  Asa  Seres in ,  2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 12.26 • DALLAS, TX • LOS ANGELES, CA • GALLERY1226.COM • INFO@GALLERY1226.COM 
 

Book Launch,  February  11 ,  2023,  3  -  5  pm  

Gray Wie lebinski :  One Hundred Basebal l  Cards  
F i rs t  Ed i t ion  
Sof t  Back   
108  pages   

Gray  Wie leb insk i ’ s  debut  book  'One Hundred Baseba l l  Cards '  i s  
g rounded in  the  method o f  co l lage  as  a  too l  to  res ign i fy  h is to ry ,  
myth ,  and mean ing .  Taken f rom the  ar t i s t ' s  ch i ldhood co l lec t ion ,  the  
book 's  a l te red  baseba l l  cards  evoke issues  o f  fe i t sh ism,  mascu l in i t y ,  
and  na t iona l  iden t i t y ,  c rea t ing  new fo rms o f  embod iment  and p lay fu l  
man ipu la t ions  o f  va lue .  The book  a lso  inc ludes  an  in t roduc t ion  by  
wr i te r  and  researcher  Asa Seres in .   

The exh ib i t ion  w i l l  co inc ide  w i th  the  inaugura l  book  launch in  the  
Un i ted  S ta tes  and w i l l  i nc lude  a  read ing  by  Asa Seres in  o f  h is  
fo reword  as  we l l  as  in  conversa t ion  w i th  the  ar t i s t  and  Ana Howe 
Bukowsk i .   

B IOS:  

Gray  Wie leb insk i  (b .  1991 Da l las ,  TX,  USA)  rece ived  a  BA f rom 
Pomona Co l lege ,  C la remont  CA,  USA in  2014 be fore  comple t ing  an  
MFA f rom the  S lade Schoo l  o f  F ine  Ar t ,  London,  UK in  2018.   

In  Wie leb insk i ’ s  expans ive  p rac t i ce ,  incorpora t ing  v ideo ,  
per fo rmance,  co l lage ,  ins ta l la t ion ,  scu lp tu re ,  and  more ,  he  exp lo res  
the  in te rsec t ions  o f  mytho logy ,  iden t i t y ,  gender ,  na t ionhood,  and 
memory .   

Recent  exh ib i t ions  inc lude Raw Nerves  a t  Hannah Bar ry  Ga l le ry ,  
F r ieze  London 2022 w i th  Ha les  Ga l le ry ,  Bo ld  Tendenc ies  2022 
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program,  Tes tament  a t  Go ldsmi ths  Cent re  fo r  Contemporary  Ar t ,  O i l  
and  Water ,  a  so lo  show a t  Ha les  Ga l le ry  in  London,  By  Any  Means,  
h is  f i r s t  cura ted  show a t  VO Cura t ions  in  London,  and Two Snakes ,  a  
so lo  show a t  12 .26  Ga l le ry  in  Da l las ,  Texas  (2020) .  Recent  
res idenc ies  inc lude V.O Cura t ions ,  C i ty  and Gu i lds  in  London in  2021 
and 2019 respec t ive ly  and a t  the  Academy o f  V isua l  Ar ts  in  Hong 
Kong in  2018.  H is  work  has  been wr i t ten  about  ex tens ive ly ,  most  
no tab ly  in  Ar tForum,  The Ar t  Newspaper ,  AQNB,  Ocu la  Magaz ine  and 
the  Hammer  Museum Graph i te  Magaz ine .H is  f i r s t  book  “100 Baseba l l  
Cards”  was  pub l i shed w i th  Baron  Books  in  2022.  Wie leb insk i ’ s  work  
i s  in  the  co l lec t ions  o f  Los  Ange les  County  Museum o f  Ar t ,  CA,  USA 
and San Franc isco  Museum o f  Modern  Ar t  L ib ra ry  &  Arch ives ,  CA,  
USA.  

Asa Seres in  i s  a  wr i te r  and researcher  based be tween Ph i lade lph ia  
and London.  H is  work  a t tends  to  the  in te rsec t ion  o f  gender ,  
sexua l i t y ,  and  genre ,  w i th  a  par t i cu la r  focus  on  he terosexua l i t y  and 
cu l tu res  o f  he te ronegat iv i t y .  H is  wr i t ing  has  been pub l i shed in  Sp ike ,  
Cab ine t ,  and  The New Inqu i ry ,  and  he  has  g iven  ta lks  a t  the  
Un ivers i ty  o f  Amsterdam,  the  Es ton ian  Academy o f  Ar ts ,  and D i f f rak t :  
Zent rum fü r  Theore t ische Per ipher ie ,  among o ther  p laces .  He is  a  
doc to ra l  s tudent  in  Eng l i sh  and Gender  and Sexua l i t y  S tud ies  a t  the  
Un ivers i ty  o f  Pennsy lvan ia .   

Ana Howe Bukowsk i  i s  a  wr i te r ,  educator ,  and  researcher  based in  
Los  Ange les .  The i r  work  has  been pub l i shed in  popu la r  and academic  
ou t le ts  inc lud ing  Canad ian  Ar t ,  Spec ta to r ,  Celebr i t y  
S tud ies ,  and  the  In te rna t iona l  Journa l  o f  Communica t ion .  They  have 
co l labora ted  ex tens ive ly  on  spec ia l  p ro jec ts  fo r  a r t i s ts  and en t i t ies  
such  as  Byredo,  N ike ,  Awake NY,  UNION LA,  V i rg i l  Ab loh ,  and the  
Miami  Des ign  D is t r i c t .  Ana is  cur ren t ly  wr i t ing  a  d isser ta t ion  on  
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h is to r ies  o f  pub l i c  access  te lev is ion  in  Los  Ange les  County  c .  1974-
1984 in  comple t ion  o f  a  doc to ra te  in  Communica t ion  a t  the  Un ivers i ty  
o f  Southern  Ca l i fo rn ia .  
 



Gray Wielebinski: Love and Theft

Gray Wielebinski
Wire Twister, 2022
Monoprint on paper
15¼ (H) x 11½ (W) in.
38.73 (H) x 29.21 (W) cm.
GW0017

Gray Wielebinski
Silk II, 2023
Oil and oil stain on wood
20 (H) x 10 (W) in.
50.80 (H) x 25.40 (W) cm.
GW0018

Gray Wielebinski
Brand, 2023
Milk paint and collage handmade paper
29 (H) x 20 (W) in.
73.66 (H) x 50.80 (W) cm.
GW0019

Gray Wielebinski
$6,000 Bonfire, 2022
Monoprint on paper
15¼ (H) x 11½ (W) in.
38.73 (H) x 29.21 (W) cm.
GW0020

Gray Wielebinski
The Machine and the Garden, 2022
Monoprint on paper
15¼ (H) x 11½ (W) in.
38.73 (H) x 29.21 (W) cm.
GW0021



Gray Wielebinski
Love and Theft, 2023
Milk paint, chroma key paint on paper bag in artist frame
45 (H) x 45 (W) in.
114.30 (H) x 114.30 (W) cm.
GW0022

Gray Wielebinski
Theft and Love, 2023
Milk paint, chroma key paint on paper bag in artist frame
45 (H) x 45 (W) in.
114.30 (H) x 114.30 (W) cm.
GW0023

Gray Wielebinski
Spurs and Spikes, 2023
Oil stain on canvas
16 (H) x 12 (W) in.
40.64 (H) x 30.48 (W) cm.
GW0024

Gray Wielebinski
Silk I, 2023
Oil and oil stain on wood
14 (H) x 11 (W) in.
35.56 (H) x 27.94 (W) cm.
GW0025

Gray Wielebinski
Devil's Rope, 2022
Monoprint on paper
15½ (H) x 13½ (W) in.
39.37 (H) x 34.29 (W) cm.
GW0026

Gray Wielebinski
Lattice
Oil stain on wood
24 (H) x 18 (W) in.
60.96 (H) x 45.72 (W) cm.
GW0027



Gray Wielebinski
Nineteen Miles of Fence, 2022
Monoprint on paper
15¼ (H) x 11½ (W) in.
38.73 (H) x 29.21 (W) cm.
GW0028

Gray Wielebinski
Slip the Yoke, 2023
UV print, oil based stain, acrylic, wood and metal
31 (H) x 26 (W) in.
78.74 (H) x 66.04 (W) cm.
GW0029


