CASTLE is pleased to present The Disappearing City, a group exhibition curated by
Daisy Sanchez, featuring Michael Angelo Bala, Braden Hollis, Enzo Iwase, Anton
Munar, Winona Sloane Odette, Jessy Razafimandimby, and Emma Soucek.

In 1932, Frank Lloyd Wright published The Disappearing City, a treatise that laid
out his vision for Broadacre: a decentralized urban planning model he had been
devising throughout the 1920s. Wright sought to reimagine the modern city,
shifting it from the hub of the collective to the domain of the individual. Each
inhabitant was to reside within a one-acre plot of land - a manifest destiny
homestead in an industrialized America. Broadacre held the automobile at its
heart - pedestrian traversal of the city was limited, and a mass transit network was
all but nonexistent. Resembling a proto-Levittown, or the wide sprawl of Los
Angeles, Wright’s utopic idyll plotted a landscape and built environment that
recoiled from human touch and secluded its citizens within an apparatus of
atomizing enclosures.

Five years on from The Disappearing City's release, Ayn Rand began to pen a
series of fan letters to Wright, who served as the inspiration for Howard Roark, the
architect protagonist of her novel The Fountainhead. Rand cast The Fountainhead
as a “monument” to Wright, a fellow trenchant pioneer of individualism, writing
that it was to be modeled after his spirit and work. Over the course of their
decade long correspondence, their professed commitment to the individual
belied a deeper yearning for connection. In her first letter to Wright, Rand stated
that her novel was “not really about architecture, or rather it is not only about
architecture. | have chosen architecture merely as the medium through which my
theme can be expressed best.” Like Rand, Wright shared a desire to design a way
out. Or a way forward, utilizing architecture as a departure to espouse a greater
philosophy of living. However, both Wright and Rand failed to anticipate the trap
set by their aspirations.

The exhibition at CASTLE takes architecture and the built environment, with the
ambitions of Broadacre as an example, as an open, overarching structure through
which to explore topics ranging from utopian fallacies, ideological contradictions
and value systems, longing and the search for connection, isolation and
atomization, material memory, social conventions, and the warping and weaving
of space. Whether shaped by Rand’s Objectivist ideals, or Wright’s Usonian
principles, the urban landscape acts as a colliding force that bridges disparate
individuals. These divisions of our environment force the question of, “where do |
fit within space?” just as much as it does the question of “where do we,
collectively, fit, and how do we find one another?”

- Daisy Sanchez
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