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Alfatih 
Day in the Life 
January 25 – April 23, 2023 
 
Swiss Institute presents Day in the Life, the first exhibition in the US 
by Swiss artist Alfatih, which features a newly commissioned CGI animation 
film that shows a day in the life of a grown-up baby.  
 
The exhibition space is split with a one-way mirror wall. On one side, 
visitors encounter a projected video reflected against the mirrors. On the 
other, there is a window through which to view the film and the space 
where it is projected. Access to each side of the gallery is possible 
either from SI’s front staircase or the back hallway via the back 
staircase or elevator. These two separate environments enact a divide: 
observer and observed, gamemaster and player. 
 
In the film, scripted by AI with prompts from the artist and scored by 
musician and theorist Tapiwa Svosve, over the course of a narrated, 
abridged 24 hours, we watch the baby move through its daily routine and 
rituals including sleeping, drinking coffee, working on a laptop, reading, 
and playing the piano. Observing the baby as it passes the time with 
different actions and choices, we may feel a sense of satisfaction, our 
own urge to be productive satiated as it swiftly grows and learns. Time 
stamps demarcate each recurring action of the mundane day, revealing the 
quiet melancholy of this solitary life. In a constantly looping 
performance of adult activities, the baby demonstrates a desire to be 
seen, and we watch. 
 



Day in the Life, 2023 
Moving image, two-channel sound 
59:18:40 
 
Day in the Life, Script, 2023 
Single-channel sound 
59:18:40 
 
Day in the Life, Wall, 2023 
One-way mirror panels, metal studs 

Day in the Life, Poster, 2023 
Digital image 
  
Day in the Life, Press Release, 2023 
Ink on paper 
  
All works courtesy of the artist.  
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Alfatih wishes to thank: Tapiwa Svosve, Alison Coplan, Christine Egaña Navin, Theodoulos 
Polyviou, Samira Osman, Mohamed Almusibli, Deborah Joyce Holman, Iacopo Spini, Johanna 
Odersky, Damián Navarro, and François Kohler. 
 
This exhibition is organized by Senior Curator and Head of Programs, Alison Coplan.  
 
About Alfatih 
  
Alfatih (b. 1995, CH) lives and works in Switzerland. He has presented interactive, 
installation and video works in institutions and spaces such as Kora Arts Center, 
Castrignano (IT); Musée cantonal des Beaux-Arts, Lausanne (CH); Fri Art Kunsthalle, 
Fribourg (CH); Swiss Institute, New York (US); Haus der Elektronische Kunst, Basel 
(CH) and Swissnex, San Francisco (US). 
 
About Swiss Institute 
 
Founded in 1986, Swiss Institute (SI) is an independent non-profit contemporary art institution 
dedicated to promoting forward-thinking and experimental art making through innovative exhibitions, 
education, and programs. Committed to the highest standards of curatorial and educational excellence, 
SI serves as a platform for emerging artists, catalyzes new perspectives on celebrated work, and 
fosters appreciation for under-recognized positions. SI is committed to being an organization that is 
diverse, equitable, and accessible in its work, structure, and programming. Open to the public free-
of-charge, Swiss Institute seeks to explore how a Swiss context can be the starting point for 
international conversations in the fields of visual and performing arts, design, and architecture. 
 
SI Programming is made possible in part with public funds from Pro Helvetia, Swiss Arts Council; the 
New York State Council on the Arts, with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 
Legislature; and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council. Main sponsors include LUMA Foundation, Friends of SI and the Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation. 
Exhibitions are made possible in part by the SI Annual Exhibition Fund with leadership support 
provided by the LUMA Foundation, Michael Ringier, Olivier Audemars, Philippe Bertherat, Max and 
Monique Burger, the Garcia Family Foundation, Florian Gutzwiller, Dominique Lévy, Susanne von Meiss, 
Iwan Wirth, Ghislaine Brenninkmeijer, the Kevin Wendle Foundation, and the Freedman Family 
Foundation. SI gratefully acknowledges Swiss Re as SI ONSITE Partner, Vitra as Design Partner, 
Crozier Fine Arts as Preferred Shipping Art Logistics Partner, and SWISS as Travel Partner.  
 
Critical operating support has been provided to SI in 2020-23 as part of a collective fundraising 
effort with a consortium of New York non-profit institutions. We thank the following supporters: 
Mellon Foundation, Teiger Foundation, The Willem de Kooning Foundation, The Helen Frankenthaler 
Foundation, Cy Twombly Foundation, The Stavros Niarchos Foundation, The Destina Foundation, Henry 
Luce Foundation, The Arison Arts Foundation, The Fox Aarons Foundation, The Jacques and Natasha 
Gelman Foundation, David Rockefeller Fund, Sotheby's, Blavatnik Family Foundation, Robert Lehman 
Foundation, The Jill and Peter Kraus Foundation, The Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation, and The 
Richard Pousette-Dart Foundation. 
 
Press Contact: julia@suttoncomms.com, 212.925.2035 

 


