
Galerija ALMA @ Padures muiža – Press release

17.09.2021.–31.11.2021.

Galerija ALMA Invites to Padure Manor in Kuldīga Municipality, Latvia.

Hereby the works of Ēriks Apaļais, Andris Breže, Ivars Drulle, Kristiāna Dimitere, Krista 
and Reinis Dzudzilo, Vika Eksta, Kristians Fukss, Barbara Gaile, Kristaps Ģelzis, Toms Harjo, 
Ernests Kļaviņš, Linards Kulless, MAREUNROL’S, Krišs Salmanis, Tīrkultūra and Zane Tuča.

Padure Manor and its park will be taken over by contemporary art, while the historical 
evidence that can be read in and around its premises will be in dialogue with the artists' 
works. The exhibition consists of new installations and objects created especially for this 
event, as well as works selected from exhibitions held at Galerija ALMA.

Padure Manor was built in 1837 for the Scottish landowner and merchant John Balfour. 
Unlike many bourgeois renovated or propped-up historic manor houses in Latvia, this 19th-
century classical building is characterised by a special respect for the historical layering that 
has developed over time, with changing owners, ruling powers and social and economic 
conditions. Ornaments, amphir ovens and subtle details shine through the brutal Soviet-era 
features, conjuring up a bygone era in the imagination. That is why the ALMA team has 
decided to create a large-scale group exhibition here.

Just as the concept of the museum, its institutional role and its function in current cultural 
processes are being critically re-examined today, the question can also be asked: how can 
manors function today?  Will they serve as places of entertainment and leisure for well-to-
do families, or will they be private estates where contemporary landlords display their 
treasures? Perhaps now the manor can also function as an open space for artistic creativity. 

Curated by Astrida Riņķe

Graphic design : Krišs Salmanis

Exhibition Video : Kristians Fukss

Sound : Reinis Semēvics

Special thanks :  VKKF,  Kultūr/elpa,  Kuldīgas pašvaldība,  KOKMUIŽA,  Siguldas sēnes 

All donations from visiting the exposition will be donated for restoring Padure manor and 
preserving this historical treasure.
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