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P r e s s  R e l e a s e

The t i t le  o f  the  show is  an  homage to  an  ongo ing  joke  be tween 
Ol iv ia  Shao and I  about  t i t les  and naming convent ions .  The mix  o f 
jokey  pre ten t iousness  and to ta l  ser iousness—hav ing  bo th  a t  once. 
In  th is  case i t  echos  the  t i t le  fo r  her  show a t  Drawing  Center  in  New 
York  C i ty  ca l led  Of Myth ic  Wor lds :  Works  From the  D is tan t  Pas t 
th rough the  Present ,  in  tha t  Of Myth ic  Wor lds  i s  the  name o f  a  Sun 
Ra a lbum,  as  is  Strange St r ings .

A few months  ago,  as  I  was  th ink ing  about  the  show,  I  was  look ing 
a t  pa in t ings  in  my s tud io  and found th is  pa in t ing  f rom 2011 o f  a  pa i r 
o f  pants  a t tached to  a  canvas .  A few t imes over  the  pas t  ten  years 
I  remember  th ink ing  th is  was no t  a  good pa in t ing  and tha t  I  shou ld 
jus t  pa in t  over  i t .  Bu t  in  the  moment  o f  dec id ing  i t s  fa te  someth ing 
was a lways  there  tha t  I  s t i l l  l i ked .  In i t ia l l y  the  in te res t  was  a  pa i r 
o f  pants  I  had bought  tha t  ended up  be ing  too  smal l  and l i k ing  how 
they  seemed somewhat  anachron is t i c .  Very  contemporary  in  a  way, 
bu t  a lso  looked l i ke  the  pants  a  cos tume des igner  wou ld  make fo r  a 
cheery  mov ie  se t  in  the  1940s.  Sor t  o f  over t l y  c lean in  the  cu t  and 
br igh t  co lo r.  Anyway,  somehow th is  made sense as  a  pa in t ing  to 
be  in  the  show.  The t i t le  wr i t ten  on  the  back  was Time and a  Word , 
wh ich  was the  t i t le  fo r  another  pa in t ing  I  had made around the  same 
t ime tha t  was  shown a t  dépendance.  Cur ious  tha t  two pa in t ings 
wou ld  have the  same t i t le  o f  someth ing  so  spec i f i c .  As  I  went  to 
look  up  Time and a  Word  on  the i r  webs i te  I  no t iced  a  pa in t ing  I 
had a lso  shown and remembered I  had wr i t ten  “pants ”  w i th  a  wood 
burn isher  in to  a  p iece  o f  wood a t tached to  a  canvas .  Such a  we i rd 
convergence o f  co inc idences ,  a l l  very  s t range!

Th is  pa in t ing  o f  these t iger -esque legs  s t i ck ing  ou t  o f  a  meta l  box 
was one o f  the  f i rs t  canvases  I  made in  a  beg inners  pa in t ing  c lass 
a t  un ivers i ty  in  the  mid  90s .  I  th ink  th is  was the  f i rs t  t ime tha t  we 
were  suppose to  pa in t  any th ing  we l i ked .  When I  moved to  New York 
in  1999 I  pa in ted  a  s imi la r  f igure  on  paper  in  acry l i c .  A coup le  years 
ago I  a t tached i t  w i th  another  d rawing  to  make a  new pa in t ing .  I 
remember  th ink ing  to  myse l f  a t  the  t ime “ I  must  use  th is  o range 
a l ien  f igure  when I  am in  a  vas t ly  new s i tua t ion—my f i rs t  pa in t ing 
c lass ,  hav ing  jus t  moved to  a  new c i ty. ”  Bu t  now I  am us ing  th is 
fo rm aga in .  What  i s  i t  tha t  i s  new now?

In  the  end a l l  o f  these l ines  connect ing  a l l  these seeming ly 
unconnected  po in ts  began to  o rgan ica l l y  coa lesce and Strange 
St r ings  seemed l i ke  a  very  ap t  t i t le .

Also ,  w i th  the  show,  a  room was bu i l t .  I  d idn ’ t  in tend th is  to  be  “ the 
psyche”—the t i t le  came on ly  in  the  pas t  coup le  weeks .  A t  most 
i t  was  an  in te r io r  space as  opposed to  the  ex ter io r  space o f  the 
ga l le ry.  In  dec id ing  how to  se t  up  the  ins ide  I  d idn ’ t  want  to  come 
off  as  too  expans ive  or  overwrought .  I  was  in te res ted  in  more  jus t  a 
d i f fe ren t  env i ronment  in  wh ich  you see the  pa in t ings ,  more  a  subt le 
sur rea lness  then an  ins ta l la t ion  w i th  a  cap i ta l  “ I ” .  The carpe t /door 
was meant  to  s ign i fy  you are  en ter ing  a  new d imens ion—the f loor 
becomes a  door.
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D e t a i l  v i d e o : 
https://vimeo.com/799449696
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A p p r o a c h i n g
2 0 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  l i n e n
2 0 8 , 2 8  x  1 4 7 , 3 2  c m
8 2  x  5 8  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 2
p r i c e :  1 2 0 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / 9 t a c m o 9 k y d j q 8 d t / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 2 . t i f ? d l = 0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
S t r a n g e  S t r i n g s
2 0 2 2
o i l ,  w a x ,  e n a m e l ,  c l o t h  o n  l i n e n
2 0 8 , 2 8  x  1 4 6 , 0 5  c m
8 2  x  5 7 , 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 1
p r i c e :  1 2 0 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / l g l n j 6 2 2 h u f k y c h / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 1 . t i f ? d l = 0

D e t a i l  v i d e o : 
https://vimeo.com/799447270



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
A n  E n v i r o n m e n t
2 0 2 2 - 2 3
F a b r i c ,  M i r r o r,  S o u n d ,  L i g h t  G e l ,  F o u n d  o b j e c t
D i m e n s i o n s  v a r i a b l e



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
U n t i t l e d
2 0 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  p a n e l
5 2 , 0 7  x  3 3 , 3 4  c m
2 0 , 5  x  1 3 , 1 2 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 6
p r i c e :  3 5 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / w 3 5 6 t g v q w g t w 9 o s / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 6 . t i f ? d l = 0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
U n t i t l e d
2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  p a n e l
5 2 , 0 7  x  3 3 , 3 4  c m
2 0 , 5  x  1 3 , 1 2 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 9
p r i c e :  3 5 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / b t x 7 k c u 0 a p h f r a m / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 9 . t i f ? d l = 0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
U n t i t l e d
2 0 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  p a n e l
5 2 , 0 7  x  3 3 , 3 4  c m
2 0 , 5  x  1 3 , 1 2 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 8
p r i c e :  3 5 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / w b n x t 8 5 a x l n q k w k / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 8 . t i f ? d l = 0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
U n t i t l e d
2 0 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  p a n e l
5 2 , 0 7  x  3 3 , 3 4  c m
2 0 , 5  x  1 3 , 1 2 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 7
p r i c e :  3 5 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / q 9 k h q 2 l 0 g 2 1 7 u 5 3 / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 7 . t i f ? d l = 0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

R i c h a r d  A l d r i c h
U n t i t l e d
2 0 2 1 - 2 2
o i l  a n d  w a x  o n  p a n e l
5 2 , 0 7  x  3 3 , 3 4  c m
2 0 , 5  x  1 3 , 1 2 5  i n
D E P - R A - 0 0 9 5
p r i c e :  3 5 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  U S D  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
h t t p s : / / w w w. d r o p b o x . c o m / s / k 5 j s 7 2 6 q i o 4 o 8 u 5 / D E P - R A - 0 0 9 5 . t i f ? d l = 0


