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J.A Feng:  Creature  Crav ings 
March 11  –  Apr i l  15 ,  2023 
 
12.26  is  p leased  to  p resent  Creature  Crav ings ,  featur ing  new pa in t ings  
by  Brook lyn -based  a r t is t  J .A  Feng.   Feng  sk i l l fu l l y  weaves  a  ser ies  of  
in te r re la ted  nar ra t i ves  featur ing  s imula ted  landscapes  rep le te  w i th  
food ,  f lo ra  and  fauna .  These  characters ,  search ing  for  sustenance ,  
comfor t ,  and  camarader ie ,  occupy  these  pseudo- landscapes ,  each  
long ing  for  g reener  pastures .  Feng  harnesses  an  a r ray  of  imagery ,  
inc lud ing  observat ion ,  memory ,  pastora ls ,  and  seascapes  f rom Eastern  
and  Western  a r t  h is tory  and  popu la r  cu l tu re .   

Feng  por t rays  cyc les  of  c reat ion ,  decay ,  and  regenerat ion ,  peppered  
wi th  tenderness ,  humor ,  and  vu lnerab i l i t y ,  i n  her  se l f -conta ined  wor lds  
w i th in  wor lds .  For  ins tance ,  in  Skee -ba l l ,  we  w i tness  the  Ear th  in  the  
fo rm of  a  skee -ba l l ,  tossed  in to  the  top  le f t  "eye"  o f  an  emoj i - l i ke  game 
board  for  100  po in ts .  Toasted  Sub  shows the  f ie ry  dest ruct ion  of  a  
fa ted  meatba l l  sub  a t  sea ,  w i th  the  ensu ing  smoke  t ransforming  in to  a  
sa l i va t ing  tongue ,  observ ing  f rom above .  In  S tormcake ,  we  zoom out  
f rom an  impend ing  sh ipwreck  to  revea l  a  t ranqu i l  b lue  n ight  sky  and  
d isembodied  hands  de l ica te ly  savor ing  a  b i te  of  the  sa l ty  d isaster .  
Snowglobe  fo l lows  the  progress ion  of  a  f lu r ry  o f  Lay 's  pota to  ch ips  
swi r l ing  out  o f  the i r  bag ,  i l l uminated ,  unt i l  they  come to  res t  a t  the  
bot tom,  w i th  chantere l le  mushrooms sprout ing  a round  one  grounded  
ch ip ,  s igna l ing  imminent  decay .  

The  a r t is t  commences  her  pa in t ings  w i th  bas ic  sketches  or  v isua l  
cues ,  imbued  wi th  an  openness  to  the  reso lved  image ,  a l lowing  herse l f  
the  f lex ib i l i t y  to  determine  the  content  and  the  un ique  inner  log ic  of  
each  pa in t ing .  In  her  exp lora t ion ,  she  uncovers  and  i l lus t ra tes  l i te ra l  
and  metaphor ica l  para l le ls  between  seeming ly  unre la ted  sub ject  
mat te r .  Employ ing  an  add i t i ve  p rocess  that  invo lves  bu i ld ing  and  
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ad just ing  co lor  and  imagery  in  layers  of  pa in t ,  the  f ina l  sur face  and  
phys ica l i t y  o f  her  pa in t ings  embody  the  t ime and  energy  spent  in  th is  
pursu i t .  The  f in ished  images  osc i l la te  between  spec i f ic i t y  and  open-
endedness ,  such  that  what  in i t ia l l y  appears  to  be  one  th ing  may ,  on  
c loser  inspect ion ,  revea l  i tse l f  to  be  someth ing  ent i re ly  d i f fe rent .  
Smok ing  Ce l l ,  fo r  example ,  may  be  v iewed as  a  l i te ra l  cha in  of  i s lands  
or  as  a  d iagram of  a  b io log ica l  ce l l  w i th  i ts  const i tuents  on  fu l l  
d isp lay .  S imi la r l y ,  In f in i te  Poo l  might  be  in te rpre ted  as  an  image  of  
th ree  d i f fe rent  roses  a t  d i f fe rent  s tages  of  b looming ,  o r  as  a  
representat ion  of  the  passage  of  t ime  for  a  s ing le  b loom.  In  Per iod  
Pa in t ing  2 ,  we  might  wonder  i f  the  f raming  dev ice  is  cur ta ins  fo r  a  
s tage  or  a  sk i r t .  Perhaps  i t  i s  both  s imul taneous ly?  Feng  prefers  to  
leave  her  works  open  to  in te rpre ta t ion ,  a l lowing  the  medium of  pa in t  
to  speak  to  the  v iewer 's  deepest  des i res .  

J .A  Feng  (b .  1982 ,  Champaign ,  IL )  rece ived  her  MFA f rom Boston  
Un ivers i ty  in  2015  and  completed  a  res idency  a t  the  Skowhegan  School  
o f  Pa in t ing  and  Scu lpture  in  2016.  Recent  so lo  exh ib i t ions  inc lude  
Ph i l ip  Mar t in  Ga l le ry ,  Los  Ange les  (2022)  and  12 .26 ,  Da l las ,  TX  (2020) .  
Recent  g roup  exh ib i t ions  inc lude  DC Moore ,  New York  (2023) ,  Natha l ie  
Karg ,  New York  (2022) ,  E r ic  F i res tone  Ga l le ry ,  New York  ( 2022) ,  
Harkawik ,  New York  (2022) ,  Tops  Ga l le ry ,  Memphis ,  TN (2022)  and  
Nor th  Loop ,  Wi l l iamstown ,  MA (2022) .  Feng  recent ly  completed  a  
res idency  a t  the  Sharpe -Walentas  Stud io  Program (2021)  in  New York .  
Feng  has  a lso  rece ived  fe l lowsh ips  f rom NYSCA/NYFA (2021) ,  
Shandaken  Pa in t  Schoo l  (2020)  and  NARS Foundat ion  (2017) .  Th is  is  
Feng ’s  second  exh ib i t ion  w i th  12 .26 .  

 



J.A Feng: Creature Cravings

Gallery 1
J.A Feng
Infinite Pool, 2023
Oil on canvas
35 (H) x 44 (W) in.
88.90 (H) x 111.76 (W) cm.
JF0061

J.A Feng
Period Painting 2, 2023
Oil on linen
72 (H) x 60 (W) in.
182.88 (H) x 152.40 (W) cm.
JF0059

J.A Feng
Toasted Sub, 2023
Oil on canvas
25 (H) x 40 (W) in.
63.50 (H) x 101.60 (W) cm.
JF0063

J.A Feng
Sunrise, 2022
Oil on canvas
45 (H) x 36 (W) in.
114.30 (H) x 91.44 (W) cm.
JF0054

Gallery 2
J.A Feng
Smoking Cell, 2023
Oil on canvas
60 (H) x 72 (W) in.
152.40 (H) x 182.88 (W) cm.
JF0062



J.A Feng
Studio Still Life, 2023
Oil on linen
24 (H) x 19 (W) in.
60.96 (H) x 48.26 (W) cm.
JF0064

J.A Feng
Skee-ball, 2023
Acrylic, oil and collage on canvas
45 (H) x 36 (W) in.
114.30 (H) x 91.44 (W) cm.
JF0060

J.A Feng
Snowglobe, 2023
Oil on canvas
45 (H) x 36 (W) in.
114.30 (H) x 91.44 (W) cm.
JF0057

J.A Feng
Stormcake, 2023
Oil on canvas
35½ (H) x 28½ (W) in.
90.17 (H) x 72.39 (W) cm.
JF0058

Back Room
J.A Feng
Pastorale, 2023
Oil on canvas
30 (H) x 44 (W) in.
76.20 (H) x 111.76 (W) cm.
JF0065

Amy Bessone
The Shimmering Palace, 2020 - 2021
Oil and oil bar on canvas
48 (H) x 120 (W) inches
121.9 (H) x 304.8 (W) cm
AB009

Hilary Fagadau


