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There is a certain impossibility in the act of painting because it tries to defy gravity, real and imagined. It
starts with mixing things, increasing chaos, then somehow sewing things together and forcing certain
order and rules back into the chaos. The universe is built in the direction of increasing entropy: more
possibilities in deaths and dispersions. You work against the flow of time, no matter how irreversible and
inevitable. The past is set in stone while the future is yet to congeal. What can be plated and adorned
with words sucks as a painting. It is meaningless to categorize the painters' works in the show Let The
Experts Argue neatly. Just listen to them. And this is what I hear:

ESTRAGON: The best thing would be to kill me, like the other.
VLADIMIR: What other? (Pause.) What other?
ESTRAGON: Like billions of others.
VLADIMIR: (sententious). To every man his little cross. (He sighs.) Till he dies. (Afterthought.) And is
forgotten.
ESTRAGON: In the meantime let us try and converse calmly, since we are incapable of keeping silent.
VLADIMIR: You’re right, we’re inexhaustible.
ESTRAGON: It’s so we won’t think.
VLADIMIR: We have that excuse.
ESTRAGON: It’s so we won’t hear.
VLADIMIR: We have our reasons.
ESTRAGON: All the dead voices.
VLADIMIR: They make a noise like wings.
ESTRAGON: Like leaves.
VLADIMIR: Like sand.
ESTRAGON: Like leaves.

Silence.

VLADIMIR: They all speak at once.
ESTRAGON: Each one to itself.

Silence.



VLADIMIR: Rather they whisper.
ESTRAGON: They rustle.
VLADIMIR: They murmur.
ESTRAGON: They rustle.

Silence.

VLADIMIR: What do they say?
ESTRAGON: They talk about their lives.
VLADIMIR: To have lived is not enough for them.
ESTRAGON: They have to talk about it.
VLADIMIR: To be dead is not enough for them.
ESTRAGON: It is not sufficient.

Silence.

VLADIMIR: They make a noise like feathers.
ESTRAGON: Like leaves.
VLADIMIR: Like ashes.
ESTRAGON: Like leaves.

Long silence.

VLADIMIR: Say something!
ESTRAGON: I’m trying.

Long silence.*

- Jaewon Che

* Beckett, Samuel. Waiting for Godot (Beckett, Samuel) (pp. 68-70). Grove Atlantic. Kindle Edition.
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