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Fourmillante cité, cité pleine de rêves, 
 

 
One hundred bill ion microscopic brain cells produce electrical 
signals to the tune of 15 – 20 watts. Your brain produces enough 
electricity to power a small l ight bulb. It is TRUE.  

 
 

Où le spectre en plein jour raccroche le passant! 
 

 
A ghost gliding through a ghostly world, you are an electric 
phenomenon wrapped up in skin. It is not the no-longer that haunts 
you, but the not-yet-said, the thought half-formed, the sensation 
stil l un-felt midway through your preganglionic fibres. 

 
 

Les mystères partout coulent comme des sèves 
 

 
One brain cell opens special channel-shaped proteins in its 
membrane to allow positively charged sodium ions in and eject 
potassium ions. Jolted by the change in electric potential, the next 
cell maintains the pattern and the signal speeds along the nerve 
fibre. This is the bioelectric language you never learned yet speak 
fluently. 

 

 



Dans les canaux étroits du colosse puissant. 
 
	
You visit the house of a famous poet and find that your name is 
already entered in the guestbook in big, unruly, childish 
characters. Bewilderment, panic or anxiety can cause up to a 14-
mill ivolt rise in bioelectricity for two and a half minutes. The 
screen goes dark and you are left staring back at yourself. 
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Ant-seething city, city full of dreams,  
Where ghosts by daylight tug the passer's sleeve.  
Mystery, l ike sap, through all its conduit-streams,  
Quickens the dread Colossus that they weave. 

– Charles Baudelaire, "The Seven Old Men" (trans. Roy Campbell) 
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