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SUSAN TE KAHURANGI KING (B.1951, TE AROHA, NZ) PRESENTS 
AUTOMATIC DRAWING, THE ARTIST’S FIRST SOLO EXHIBITION IN PARIS, AT 
RUTTKOWSKI;68. 

SUSAN TE KAHURANGI KING’S DRAWINGS HAVE A BEGUILING FORMAL 
INTELLIGENCE. IN EARLY CHILDHOOD, HER POWERS OF SPEECH DECLINED, 
THEN DRIED UP ENTIRELY. SHE BEGAN DRAWING, COMPULSIVELY, ON 
SCRAPS OF PAPER THAT CAME TO HAND. HER DRAWINGS REFERRED 
TO THINGS SHE SAW AND EXPERIENCED - COMIC-BOOK CHARACTERS, 
ANIMALS, LOGOS, LANDMARKS, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS - THEY HAD A 
DIARISTIC DIMENSION. MANY FEATURED DERANGED, DECONSTRUCTED, 
DISCOMBOBULATED FIGURES. LATER THESE WOULD BE COMPACTED INTO 
HYPNOTIC, PSYCHEDELIC PATTERNS.

IN THE 1980S, KING’S DRAWINGS BECAME MORE ABSTRACT. CELLULAR 
FORMS ACCUMULATED TO SUGGEST MASSIVE LANDSCAPES VIEWED 
FROM ON HIGH, OR TINY ONES GLIMPSED THROUGH A MICROSCOPE. 
KING CONTINUED TO DRAW INTO THE EARLY 1990S, WHEN SHE CEASED 
COMPLETELY. IN 2008, SHE RESUMED HER DRAWING PRACTICE, PICKING UP 
EXACTLY WHERE SHE HAD LEFT OFF ALMOST TWENTY YEARS EARLIER.

THIS EXHIBITION FEATURES EARLY WORKS MADE BY KING BETWEEN 1957 - 
WHEN SHE TURNED SIX - AND THE LATE 1970S, SHOWING THE EVOLUTION OF 
HER UNIQUE AND SURPRISING ART.
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