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First Rays of the New Sun

-Travis Jeppesen-

The sun ate the second sun; there used to be two, two much smaller suns, one to shine on each
hemisphere — east and west. Now there is only one sun that both hemispheres have to share,
and hence, night.

Stanislava Kovalcikova’'s paintings make a certain demand upon the viewer — namely,
a vision that acts as light. A vision that can flow through obstacles, till arriving at a final
destination that is undefined; that is resonant upon the surface.

And: always a risk that that surface will be transcended. What lies beneath: more
surface. Unlike the sun, the earth is all layers - its encrustations that place where history meets
geology. A painting should match that process, and that’s why it takes so long to happen. Fried
egg forms a breast, suddenly the sky is red, a distant relative drowns in the sea, and upon the
shore, patches of mottled gold infer a supporting structure of decay that endures enough,
through its flawed substance, to support and uphold us, despite our fallings — our flailings.
Everywhere you might look, it all becomes a landscape — the power of a certain measured mode
of looking — peopled by de-mythologized human creatures morphing outwardly into the animals
that reside within. Here comes a woman having sprouted horns, riding high upon the bull she
has managed to conquer — Europa unvanquished. Face leaking gold sweat onto the brickwork,
body eating its way into the sky’s machinery. All paintings have a reflective surface, forcing you
to look within while studying these monstrous projections of an externalized self. The sensation
of movement pre-occupies — back-and-forth, from the present plane to a zone that just escapes
our view: evasion is the nature of this confrontation. Kovalcikova paints a light that you can
hear. Fragmentation of micro universes enlarged to expose those happenstance narrative
vulnerabilities that are but dreamspeck projection-shards of our own.

The sun, whorish in her appetites, will one day puke the undigested remnants of her
eaten twin. Then we will have to learn how to see with all those new flecks of unrefracted light.
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Stanislava Kovalcikova (b. 1988,
Czechoslovakia) lives and works in Disseldorf.
She has completed degrees in painting

under Tomma Abts and Peter Doig at the
Kunstakademie Dusseldorf.

Stanislava Kovalcikova’s elegiac canvases
which depict human figures, are studies of
painting itself. Drawing on contemporary and
historical perspectives of the human figure, her
work directly references art historical styles.
Equally, Kovalcikova’s work operates through
a tradition of Eastern orthodox mysticism.

An exploration of the figure as anicon, the
individual psychic experience portrayed in her
work is always referential to something larger
- an archetype from a collective narrative.
Stanislava Kovalcikova’s first solo exhibition

in China is scheduled to take place at Antenna
Space in 2023.

Recent solo exhibitions: First Rays of the
New Sun, Antenna Space, Shanghai, China
(2023); Grotto, Museum of Contemporary Art
- Belvedere 21, Vienna, Austria (2022);am

I dead yet, Peres Projects, Berlin, Germany

(2022); Duftmarken oder die Unfahigkeit sich
mitzuteilen, sonneundsolche, Dusseldorf,
Germany (2022); Imaga, 150rient, New York, US
(2021); Eastern Promises, Open Forum, Berlin,
Germany (2020); Cautionary Tales, Mamoth,
London, UK (2020); Turn on inside, Ten Haaf
Projects, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2019)
and among others.

Selected group exhibitions: Interior, curated
by Andrew Bonacina, Michael Werner Gallery,
London, UK (2022); Dark Light, Realism in the
Age of Post Truth, Aishti Foundaton, Beirut,
Lebanon (2022); Do Nothing, Feel Everything,
Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Austria (2021); what
fruits it bears, Peres Projects, Berlin, Germany
(2020); Queer, queer Kasimir, Saska Kepa
Salon, Warsaw, Poland (2020); If on a Winter’s
Night a Traveller, MAMOTH, London, UK (2020);
On the politics of delicacy, Capitain Petzel,
Berlin, Germany (2020); Gubbinal, Project
Native Informant, London, UK (2019); Painting
also known as blood, Museum of Modern Art,
Warsaw, Poland (2019) and among others.



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Das Goldene Kalb/Lascaux, 2023
Oil, foil and varnish on linen I A ELHE, SBALEZR
170x 240 cm
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Milkmaid (Clean Version), 2009 - 2023
Make up and oil on canvas & F0 ERE ARG
105x130cm
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Space Ranger, 2023
Pigment and oil on linen I [ #5 ERE FEUR
170x120cm
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

One Last Time Will | Be the One to Take You Home, 2015

Oil on canvas &/ 70 & HIE
240x180cm






Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Dark Arcadia, 2015-2023
Pigment, varnish, makeup and oil on linen IR EENE, 5%, FIAIAE
150x120cm
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Pasture, 2023
Ink, oil and foil on linen IR EHY,, 2F15E
130x170 cm



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Dylan's Face/ Dylan at the Movies, 2015-2023
Oil and foil on jute ZE Rk EHZAISE
125x90cm
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Wrestlers, 2022
Oil and foil on linen I ##5 BRI ASH
157.5x206.5 cm (framed &1E )
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Abduction of Europe, 2023
Qil, foil and charcoal on linen IR EHE, SAFAR
140x 180 cm
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Not Your Average Cattle, 2022

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate 5atk - 3F @i G4 =
9.7x9.4cm (framed HHE )

9x8.8cm (core B &)
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Capricious Summer, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on wooden plate 74k = Z BEHIE4S ]
43.5x33.5 cm (framed H1E )

43 x 33 cm (core B )
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

End of Old Times, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on wooden plate 74k = Z BEHIE4S @]
43.5x33.5 cm (framed H1E )

43 x 33 cm (core B )




Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Las Meninas, 2018

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate fat 2@ H G425 @
12.2x9.8 cm (framed H1E )
11.2x 9 cm (core By )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Overpaid Figuratio, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate 5atk - 3F @i NG42 =
18.5x15.8 cm (framed HAE )

177 x15.2 cm (core Bty )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

If There Are Many It's Just A Game, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate fatk 2@ H 545 @
19.5x 15 cm (framed HHE)

18.8x14.3 cm (core B,& )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Manikura, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - 3F @i NG42 =
21.4x 10 cm (framed H1E )
20.8x9.3cm (core Bt )



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Don't Press My Buttons Press My Flesh, 2022

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - F @i NG4 =
20.5x 15.8 cm (framed H1E )

19.8x 15 cm (core Bt )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

50 Cent, 2018-2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - 3F @i NG42 =
18.7x11.2cm (framed FAE )
17.9x10.4cm (core B &) )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Belle Amie, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - 3F @i G42 =
9.4x 7.4 cm (framed HAE)

8.5x6.5cm (core By )
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Lost Companions, 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate 5atk - 3F @i NG42 =
11 x 7.2 cm (framed HHE )
10x 6.2 cm (core Bty )
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Artwork



Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

My Head at Your Feet, 2018 - 2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate 5atk - 3F@iH G4 =
7 x 6.4 cm (framed F1E )

6 x5.4cm (core Bt )
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Five Finger, 2021

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - 3F @i NG42 =
9.5x 7 cm (framed F1E )

8.5x6 cm (core Bt )
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Stanislava Kovalcikova

Artwork

Doublette, 2018-2023

Encaustic decoupage on copper plate Atk - 3F @i NG42 =
8.5x 7.3 cm (framed HAE)

7.5x6.3cm (core Bt )
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Artwork



