KUNST HALLE SANKT GALLEN Melike Kara (*1985, lives and
works in Cologne/DE) develops her
painterly work alongside the
writing of poetry and the
production of sculptures, videos
and other media. The experimental
use of surfaces is a character-
istic of her paintings, which are
treated with thick oil pastels,
for example, or the use of
foreign materials such as

TO THE PRESS textiles.

In her first institutional solo

MELIKE KARA exhibition in Switzerland, Kara
KEMINE’S GARDEN» continues her exploration of

Kurdish traditions and questions
of historicisation, tradition and

8'7'_24'9'2023 community. She will realise site-
specific works in a large-scale
installation that will transform
the spaces of the Kunst Halle
Sankt Gallen into her own visual
archive.

The photographs stem from family

members and Kara's extended

network of relationships, an

archive that the artist is

continuously compiling. Like a

carpet, the photographs will
cover the floor of the Kunst Halle. Together with the paintings,
in which Kara articulates her very own visual language, the
installation reveals itself as a series of meditations on
collective images.

Through the collection and rearrangement of the material heritage,
as well as the combination with gestural-abstract compositions,
Kara's personal gaze unfolds as an intimate narrative of her own
family history and the visual culture of the Kurdish diaspora. The
large-scale occupation of the space unfolds as an intimate and at
the same time political gesture. Thus giving visibility to the
disappearing population, whose culture is only maintained through
informal channels and oral traditions, and to their history.

Drawing on various weaving techniques and customs, Kara abstracts,
layers, and interweaves her family history with Kurdish tapestry
motifs from different regions and tribes in the exhibition. The
ambiguity between abstraction and figuration, individual and
collectivity, which is inherent in these tapestries, is
constituted in the spatial arrangement but also as a particularity
of her paintings into a visual testimony of a collective visual
language and at the same time the artist’'s very own.
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EVENTS & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

PRESS PREVIEW
Friday, 7 July 2023, 10 a.m.

OPENING & SUMMER PARTY*
¥in collaboration with Palace

Friday, 7 July 2023, 6 p.m.

GUIDED TOUR ON TUESDAY
Tuesday, 11 July 2023, 6 p.m.

ART SNACK

Thursday, 17 August 2023, 12.30 p.m.

Short guided tour and a snack
Admission: CHF 10/members CHF 7;
No registration required

ART LUNCH

Thursday, 7 September 2023, 12 p.m.
Guided tour followed by lunch
Admission: CHF 25/members CHF 22;
Registration at rsvp@k9000.ch

MUSEUM NIGHT

Saturday, 9 September 2023

5 p.m. Official opening of museum night
From 7 p.m. Guided tour every full hour
9 p.m. Sound performance by Harmony
(Martina Buzzi)

GUIDED TOUR ON SUNDAY
Sunday, 24 September 2023, 3 p.m.

WORKSHOPS FOR SCHOOL CLASSES

From 15 August to 22 September 2023, we
are offering workshops in the
exhibition. For info see www.k9000.ch.

PRESS

High-resolution images can be found in
the press kit on our website under Info/
Press. For further questions contact
Giovanni Carmine (carmine@k9000.ch) or
Céline Matter (matter@k9000.ch).

MELIKE KARA (*1985 in Bensberg/DE) lives and works in Cologne/DE.
Solo exhibitions (selection): «as above so below», Arcadia Missa,
London/UK (2022); «How she shapes us», LC Queisser, Tbilisi/GE,

(2021); «Nothing Is Yours,

Everything Is You», Cologne Art

Association, Cologne/DE (2021); «Gowend Garden», Salon 94, New
York/US (2019); «new work», Witte de wWith Centre for Contemporary

Art, Rotterdam/NL (2019);

Shanghai/CN (2018);

«A Taste of Parsley», Yuz Museum,

«Kbépek», Peres Projects, Berlin/DE (2017);

«Honey: Bread & Butter (with Jessica Gispert)», Komplot,

Brussels/BE (2016);

(2015); «Real Sorbet»,

«Lunch», Salon Kennedy, Frankfurt a. M./DE
Ortlo, Leipzig/DE (2014). Group exhibition

(selection): «I've only got eyes for you», Philara Foundation,

Dusseldorf/DE (2023);

«Is it morning for you yet?», 58th Carnegie

International, Pittsburgh/US (2022); «Traverser les silences»,
Editions Dilecta, Paris/FR (2022); «The Dreamers», 58th October

Salon, Belgrad Biennale,

but not too much»,

Belgrad/RS (2021); «love your symptom,
blank projects, Cape Town/ZA (2020); «BAMBOO

BAR, AT THE EDGE OF THE UNIVERSE», Dortmund Art Association,

Dortmund/DE (2018);

Auction», White Columns,

«White Columns Benefit Exhibition and
New York/US (2017); «In Wonderland»,

Salon Dahlmann, Berlin/DE (2016); «Shortcuts», Hallmackenreuther,

Cologne/DE (2014);
Hamburg/DE (2013).

KUNST HALLE SANKT GALLEN
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«Dark(traces)», Hamburg Film Festival,

THE KUNST HALLE SANKT GALLEN IS SUPPORTED BY:
STADT ST.GALLEN, KULTURFORDERUNG KANTON ST.GALLEN,

SWISSLOS, SUSANNE UND MARTIN KNECHTLI-KRADOLFER-STIFTUNG,

CH-9000 St.Gallen
Tel. +41 (0)71 222 10 14
info@k9000.ch, www.k9000.ch

Tue-Fri 12-6 p.m.
Sat/Sun 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

ERNST UND OLGA GUBLER-HABLUTZEL STIFTUNG, MARTEL AG,
KULTURFORDERUNG APPENZELL AUSSERRHODEN.

SPECIAL THANKS TO GRAFITEC AG AND ROYAL TALENS SCHWEIZ.
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