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“It’s a poor sort of memory that only works backwards.” - Lewis Carroll

Bel Ami is pleased to present Immutable Fragments��$OH[LV�6RXO�*UD\¶V�¿UVW�VROR�H[KLELWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�
culmination of her two-year MFA at the Royal College of Art in London. 

Alexis Soul-Gray’s unique process combining painting, drawing and collage allows her to performatively investigate how 
imagination illuminates a pathway forward through sadness and loss. Like Lewis Carroll’s journey through the looking 
glass, Soul-Gray shows how curiosity and experimentation peel back hidden layers, revealing the emotional life of 
childhood and how it conditions our perceptions and responses into adulthood.

Appropriating photographic imagery of mid-to-late 20th century family life from popular British magazines and books, 
6RXO�*UD\�¿QGV�FOLFKpG�WDEOHDXV�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ��FKRRVLQJ�WKHP�IRU�WKHLU�DUWL¿FLDO�TXDOLW\��³ZKHUH�IDPLO\�LV�RIWHQ�
faked but also, somehow felt.” She then delicately draws out eerie moments that seem unexpectedly real, for example, a 
backward glance or a playful gesture. To break through the surface of these staged and stylized arrangements, Soul-Gray 
obliterates the facade by rubbing, scraping, or even using caustic chemicals like bleach. She paints over or collages the 
¿JXUHV�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�UHFRQVWLWXWH�WKHLU�XQVWXGLHG��SLHUFLQJ�KXPDQLW\��RU�SXQFWXP�LQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�5RODQG�%DUWKHV���
As the washed-away images become more transparent, the reassuring texture of the canvas, linen, or paper shines through. 
Through luminescent veils of blue and gold, Soul-Gray’s children, trapped in a vision of the past, suddenly rise to the 
surface with a burst of lifelike realism. In Look Away a kerchiefed girl is encouraged by the overlay of bright paint to 
venture to make eye contact. In several works, such as Little Bunny Blue��WKH�¿JXUH�GLVDSSHDUV�LQWR�D�VHD�RI�DEVWUDFWLRQ��
while others–for example a rare-self portrait, 'LVTXDOL¿HG–are left relatively unembellished. 

For this exhibition, Soul-Gray sources illustrations from fairy tales and the nostalgic imagery of advertising, designed to 
invoke in the consumer their own desires and fears. The found images function as screen memories, referring to Sigmund 
)UHXG¶V�FRQFHSW�RI�D�IDOVL¿HG�LPDJH�WKDW�VWDQGV�LQ�IRU�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�WRR�GLVWXUELQJ�WR�UHFDOO��6HYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR�6RXO�*UD\�
began sifting through knitwear and clothing catalogs seeking traces of her mother, who was a textile designer, as a way to 
JULHYH�KHU�GHDWK�DQG�DFFHVV�SDLQIXO�WUDXPD��ZKHQ�6RXO�*UD\�ZDV�WZHQW\�¿YH��KHU�PRWKHU�FKRVH�WR�HQG�KHU�RZQ�OLIH�DIWHU�
suffering from cancer. “I am searching for touch. For a touch I cannot remember or perhaps never received enough of,” 
Soul-Gray says. In her vibrant compositions the stock imagery and fantastic elements surrounded by clouds of color and 
unpainted spaces reveal how our minds stutter and stall, or take off. In 3XW�,Q�D�)LQJHU�DQG�3XOO�2XW�D�3OXP, an adolescent 
JLUO�SUHSDUHV�WR�GR�D�FDUWZKHHO��ZKLOH�EHKLQG�KHU�VWRU\ERRN�¿JXUHV±D�WLJHU�DQG�D�EHDU�DQG�D�EDE\�GROO±JULQ�GHPRQLFDOO\��
discouraging her or egging her on. A wall-sized work, The Waves at Biarritz, shows athletic women–a dancer and a 
VZLPPHU±DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�HPHUJH�IURP�D�IRUHJURXQG�RI�VFULEEOHG�OLQHV�VXJJHVWLQJ�ÀRUDO�SDWWHUQV��EXEEOHV�DQG�MD]]��

In contrast to the immutable memory, Soul-Gray’s dreams dissolve, metamorphose, or leap off the canvas. They refuse to 
be stilled.

$OH[LV�6RXO�*UD\��E��������8.���OLYHV�DQG�ZRUNV�LQ�'HYRQ��6KH�HDUQHG�DQ�0$�LQ�3DLQWLQJ�DW�7KH�5R\DO�&ROOHJH�RI�$UW��
/RQGRQ��������DQG�D�%$�LQ�'UDZLQJ�DW�&DPEHUZHOO�&ROOHJH�RI�$UWV��/RQGRQ���������6KH�LV�DQ�DOXPQL�RI�7KH�5R\DO�
'UDZLQJ�6FKRRO��/RQGRQ�KDYLQJ�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�3RVWJUDGXDWH�'UDZLQJ�<HDU�LQ�������6ROR�H[KLELWLRQV�LQFOXGH�:HWWHUOLQJ�
*DOOHU\��6WRFNKROP���������,UYLQJ�&RQWHPSRUDU\��2[IRUG���������([HWHU�3KRHQL[�*DOOHU\��([HWHU���������DQG�'HOSKLDQ�
*DOOHU\��/RQGRQ���������5HFHQW�JURXS�H[KLELWLRQV�LQFOXGH�Paper,�7ULVWDQ�+RDUH�*DOOHU\��/RQGRQ���������Conscious 
Unconscious��3LSS\�+RXOGVZRUWK�*DOOHU\��/RQGRQ���������Women Celebrating Surrealism, Islington Arts Factory, London 
��������What Was Lost,�3$3(5�*DOOHU\��0DQFKHVWHU���������6KH�ZDV�WKH�ZLQQHU�RI�WKH�'HOSKLDQ�2SHQ�LQ������DQG�UHFLSL-
HQW�RI�7KH�(OL]DEHWK�*UHHQVKLHOGV�)RXQGDWLRQ�*UDQW�LQ�ERWK������DQG������
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