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Foxy Production is pleased to present Gabriel Hartley’s Posing, 2014, his third solo exhibition at the 
gallery. Posing’s expansive paintings create a color-saturated and highly textured installation that 
brings action and figuration to the fore. Each canvas has some sense of mirroring within its 
structure, as if its figures are in effect “posing” for themselves or for others to view. While mining the 
history of abstract painting, Hartley has produced an environment alive with bodily shapes moving in 
and out of their backgrounds, suggesting beings intimately interacting, His paintings are 
performative, both in terms of their surfaces – in the energy of their brushstrokes, impasto, and 
abrasions – and in the interweaving of their corporeal forms. 

Posing pushes Hartley’s work into new areas of dynamic figuration. In the main gallery space four 
expansive paintings confront the viewer. The two largest, Cromer and Skim, recall Monet and 
Pollock in both their scale and composition. All the works in the exhibition share a fluid, transitional 
nature; their lively mix of motifs suggesting heads, mouths or elongated limbs gives them a 
decidedly rhapsodic feel. Their many layers of coloring and lines make it difficult to focus on one 
particular area of the canvas, giving a sense of optical fluctuation. They hold a persistent friction 
between foreground and background, and between flatness and depth, as if each element is in 
contest with the other. 

Gabriel Hartley (London, UK, 1981) lives and works in London. He holds a BA in Fine Art from 
Chelsea College of Art and Design, London and a Post Graduate Diploma in Fine Art from the Royal 
Academy Schools, London. 
 
Recent exhibitions include: Kinman, London; The Moving Museum, London; !Block 336, London; 
Greenlease Art Gallery, Kansas City, MO; Horatio Jnr., London; Paradise Row, London, curated by 
Attilia Fattori Franchini; Loretta Howard, New York; Brand New Gallery, Milan, Italy (solo)(all 2013); 
Praz-Delavallade, Paris (solo); Bill Brady, Kansas City, MO; Foxy Production, New York (solo)(all 
2012); Sorcha Dallas, Glasgow; Josh Lilley, London (two-person); Arte Furini Contemporanea, Rome 
(solo)(all 2011); Susanne Hilberry Gallery, Detroit, MI; Brown, London (both 2010); Swallow Street, 
London (solo); Jerwood Contemporary Painting Prize, Jerwood Space, London (both 2009); John 
Moores Painting Prize, Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool; Parade Space, London (both 2008); and 
Bloomberg New Contemporaries, Liverpool, Manchester, Walsall, London (2007-2008). 
 
For further information please contact the gallery: +1 212 239 2758 or info@foxyproduction.com 
 


