
“... in the Yoruba religion, Changó is the spirit of music, of lightning and thunder. He is the most
beautiful and seductive of all spirits and prefers to live in the crowns of the highest palm trees.
There he appears in his most threatening form and eavesdrops on the world. With this story, some
people in Cuba explain the force of destruction in which lightning hits the high palm trees...” 

Johann König, Berlin is proud to present David Zink Yi's third solo show. The exhibition consists of
sculptures, one 16 mm film and several photographs. As with his earlier works, the concept of
identity and its process of development which serves as an access to comprehend his new works. 

The gallery's main space is filled with a landscape of metal palm trees titled “Neusilber”. They are
finely elaborated reproductions of the palm species “Washingtonia Robusta” in aluminum and
stainless steel. This kind of palm is usually found lining a vast number of streets, boardwalks and
paths in the southern metropoles of the USA. Instead of skyscrapers, their powerful crowns rise up
to 35 m in height into the sky, defining the skyline. Thus, the palm trees became an icon for
Californian cities. 

The size of the palm trees has been scaled down to about 3.50 meters in Zink Yi's installation, the
sharp-edged filigree leaves of their crowns, otherwise inaccessible to people, becoming easily
experienced. With his installation, Zink Yi generates an atmosphere of cool urbanism between a
realism faithful to nature and an idealized artificiality. 

A single sustained sound can be heard at interrupted intervals in the background. The 16 mm film
“Pneuma” features the trumpeter Yuliesky González Guerra, a member of the band present in
numerous of David Zink Yi's films. The minute and a half long film was shot in only one take.
González Guerra walks from the blurry background directly towards the camera until his face can be
seen frontally and in perfect focus. 

Taking three deep breaths, he places the instrument in front of his face, disappearing behind the
trumpet's bell. The golden funnel replaces the musician's portrait for about 40 seconds while he
holds one single note. The film lasts as long as González Guerra can hold a single note and ends
abruptly as soon as he stops out of exhaustion to take a breath. “Pneuma” comes from the Greek
language and means “spirit”, “breath”, “air”, but also “breath as the place of the soul and force of
life”. The film shown in a loop “Pneuma” thus becomes a symbol for the continuous life and death
cycle; the musical note lives as long as one breath and dies with the vital act of inhaling. In turn, the
latter is also necessary for the musical note's rebirth. 



Both photographs in the series “Angel, bist du es?” (“Angel, is that you?”)depict an image of two
pairs of feet; one pair stands firmly on the ground while the other hangs mysteriously in the air. The
selected composition does not point towards any clues as to what is happening. However, by
dissolving the usual level of meaning, a moment of freedom emerges; a new identity may form or be
gained from the deconstruction of the human body and its context. 

Zink Yi's usage of motifs from his earlier works both in the film as in the photographs makes the
effect stronger. Zink Yi does not only reference these works but he reuses its elements in a new way,
deconstructing them and allowing them to newly emerge in their changed form. His motifs are
ghosts of older contexts, searching for an identity as they are composed in another way or observed
from a different angle, or maybe they are just fleeing from themselves. 

David Zink Yi (*1973 in Lima/Perú) lives and works in Berlin. He studied at the Universität der
Künste Berlin as well as at the Akademie der bildenden Künste in Munich. Recently, his works were
shown in an extensive solo exhibition at the Kunsthalle Sankt Gallen (2009). He participated in
further solo and group shows at the Ludwig museum in Köln (2006), in FRAC Champagne-
Ardennes, Reims (2006) and at the Kunstraum Innsbruck (2005). His work was also part of the
Manifesta 5 in 2004. Works by David Zink Yi can be found, among others, in the Friedrich
Christian Flick Collection, Berlin and the Hauser & Wirth Collection. Two other solo shows are
planned for the end of the year at the MAK in Vienna as well as at the Midway Contemporary Art,
Minnesota, USA.
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