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Francis Irv is pleased to present Kassel, a single-work presentation by Reinhard Mucha, in collaboration with 
Luhring Augustine.

Based in Düsseldorf where he was born and raised, Mucha’s four-decade-long career can be regarded as one
RI�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�SRVW�ZDU�*HUPDQ�VFXOSWXUH��,QFRUSRUDWLQJ�FUDIWVPDQVKLS��DUFKLYDO�
ephemera and found objects into elaborate “processions”, the work engages in the fraught relationships between 
the artist, the country, and the institution. Tracing a line from student work to more recent examples, Mucha 
ceaselessly evolved his interest in the objects of history, paying chief attention to the languages of 
transportation and architecture. While those industries operate under an unwavering pact with logic, there is no 
manual to explain the formal dialectics or provenance of the components that consistently appear in Mucha’s 
work. The fabricated and the found are conceptually neutralized, allowing a multitude of meanings between the 
chosen objects, materials, and techniques to coexist. In the case of Mucha, form does not equal function.

Kassel, the titular city of the work, has a multivalent history, acting at one time or another as a religious, 
locomotive, military, and contemporary art hub, notably hosting Documenta every seven years since its inception 
in 1955. At face value, Kassel�PLJKW�LQYRNH�D�GDWD�PRGXOH��¿W�IRU�D�UDPVKDFNOH�WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FHQWHU��RU�
more simply, a point of access, a door split in half on its side. The work is wall-mounted and shrouded in 
VLJQL¿HUV�RI�GLVSOD\�DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��D�JULG�LV�IRUPHG�YLD�VL[�HPSW\�IHOW�YROXPHV��OLQHDU�YRLG�VSDFHV�UHYHDO�
LQWHUQDO�DUPDWXUHV�DQG�UHÀHFWLYH�JODVV�LV�GHWDLOHG�ZLWK�SDLQWHG�ERUGHU�PRWLIV�

$V�D�YLHZHU�QDYLJDWHV�WKH�SDWK�IURP�WKH�VWUHHW�WR�WKH�WKLUG�ÀRRU�LQWHULRU�RI�)UDQFLV�,UY��RQH�FRQWRXUV�D�VWDLUZHOO�DQG�
hallway with a century of renovations and mixed-use spaces. Originally constructed as a harp factory, the building 
is now adorned by a curved 1980’s front desk, mirrored passages, travel agencies, and a tattoo parlor. The 
incidental elements that accrue in the experience of viewing the work mimic the process of decontextualization 
that Mucha employs to the constituent components of the sculpture itself, displacing it from the walls of 
institutions and heritage galleries it has occupied for decades. This approach challenges more conventional 
notions of presentation, opening the door to another context in which to consider Mucha’s practice.

Reinhard Mucha (b. 1950, Düsseldorf, DE) lives and works in Düsseldorf. Selected exhibitions include Der 
0XFKD�±�$Q�,QLWLDO�6XVSLFLRQ��.���DQG�.����'�VVHOGRUI��������������.XQVWPXVHXP�%DVHO���������LID�±�*DOHULH�
)ULHGULFKVWUD�H��%HUOLQ���������0XVHXP�+DXV�(VWHUV��.UHIHOG���������.XQVWKDOOH�%DVHO���������.XQVWKDOOH
%HUQ���������&HQWUH�*HRUJHV�3RPSLGRX��3DULV���������:�UWWHPEHUJLVFKHU�.XQVWYHUHLQ��6WXWWJDUW���������DQG�
.DELQHWW�I�U�DNWXHOOH�.XQVW��%UHPHUKDYHQ���������+H�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�GRFXPHQWD�;���������GRFXPHQWD�,;��������
DQG�UHSUHVHQWHG�*HUPDQ\�DW�WKH���WK�9HQLFH�%LHQQDOH��������

Mucha’s work is included in the permanent collections of numerous international public institutions, including 
WKH�0XVHXP�RI�0RGHUQ�$UW��1HZ�<RUN��7DWH�0RGHUQ��/RQGRQ��6WDDWOLFK�0XVHHQ�]X�%HUOLQ���+DPEXUJHU�%DKQKRI��
%HUOLQ��0XVpH�QDWLRQDO�G¶DUW�PRGHUQ��&HQWUH�*HRUJHV�3RPSLGRX��3DULV��$UW�,QVWLWXWH�RI�&KLFDJR��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
0XVHXP�RI�0RGHUQ�$UW��+LUVKKRUQ�0XVHXP�DQG�6FXOSWXUH�*DUGHQ��:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��:DONHU�$UW�&HQWHU��
0LQQHDSROLV��0XVHR�1DFLRQDO�&HQWUR�GH�$UWH�5HLQD�6R¿D��0DGULG��6WlGHOPXVHXP��)UDQNIXUW�D��0���&DVWHOOR�GL�
5LYROL��0XVHR�G¶$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��7XULQ��5XEHOO�)DPLO\�&ROOHFWLRQ��0LDPL��*OHQVWRQH�&ROOHFWLRQ��3RWRPDF��
and Kunstmuseum Basel.
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0HWDO�VKRXOGHU�FODPSV��DON\G�HQDPHO�SDLQWHG�RQ�UHYHUVH�RI�ÀRDW�JODVV��SDQHO�GRRU�ZLWK�
¿WWLQJV�ODFTXHU��VROLG�ZRRG��SO\ZRRG��VSOLW�IRXQG�REMHFW���LQGXVWULDO�IHOW��GRRU�OHDI�
plywood, solid wood (sections of found object), blockboard, corrugated cardboard
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