Diirst Britt
& Mayhew

Exhibition title: Labour and wait

Artist: David Roth

Venue: Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague, The Netherlands

Date: 18 November 2023 - 03 February 2024

Photography: Gert Jan van Rooij / copyright the artist & Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
Note: an accompanying essay by Sara Tas (associate curator at the Van Gogh Museum in
Amsterdam) can be found here

List of Captions

1. Labour and wait, 2023, facade of Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

2. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

3. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, video, 08:48 min

4. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, video, 08:48 min

5. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

6. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, Landscape marks on canvas primed with phosphorescent paint,
2 canvases, each 210 x 150 cm, air mattress 205 x 145 cm

7. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, Landscape marks on canvas primed with phosphorescent paint,
2 canvases, each 210 x 150 cm, air mattress 205 x 145 cm

8. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, Landscape marks on canvas primed with phosphorescent paint,
2 canvases, each 210 x 150 cm, air mattress 205 x 145 cm

9. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

10. David Roth, Ottenstein, 2022, video, 08:48 min

11. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

12. David Roth, Untitled (bouquet of brushes / Saint-Viatre), 2021, pigment print on baryta paper
mounted on dibond, in wooden frame behind museum glass, 79 x 59 cm (print) / 81,5 x 61,5 cm
(frame), edition of 5 + 2 AP

13. David Roth, Untitled, 2011 - 2023, oil on canvas, 32 x 40,5 cm

14. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

15. David Roth, Flower Painting (Vienna #3), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder and flower residue on
jute, 175 x 155 cm

16. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

Dirst Britt & Mayhew
Van Limburg Stirumstraat 47, 2515 PB The Hague
info@durstbrittmayhew.com


https://durstbrittmayhew.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Essay-PDF.pdf

Diirst Britt
& Mayhew

17. DavidRoth, Flower Painting (Saint-Viatre / Vienna), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder mud and
flower residue on jute, 200 x 140 cm

18. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

19. David Roth, Flower Painting (Vienna #2), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder and flower residue on
jute, 150 x 200 cm

20. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
21. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

22. David Roth, Flower Painting (Hohenau #2), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder and flower residue
onjute,170 x 140 cm

23. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

24. David Roth, Brain 221023 (M), 2011-2023, mixed media on different fabrics on artist made
trestle, 124x144x37 cm

25. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

26. David Roth, Brain 231023 (F), 2011-2023, mixed media on different fabrics on artist made
trestle, 127x146x40 cm

27. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

28. David Roth, Brain 211023 (C), 2011-2023, mixed media on different fabrics on artist made
trestle,103%x136x36 cm

29. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

30. David Roth, Flower Painting (Saint-Viatre #1), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder, casein, mud and
flower residue on jute, 140x200 cm

31. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

32. David Roth, Flower Painting (Vienna #1), 2023, pigment, acrylic binder and flower residue on
jute,155 x 175 cm

33. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
34. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

35. David Roth, Brain 211023 (C), 2011-2023, mixed media on different fabrics on artist made
trestle,103x136x36 cm

36. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

37. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

Dirst Britt & Mayhew
Van Limburg Stirumstraat 47, 2515 PB The Hague
info@durstbrittmayhew.com



Diirst Britt
& Mayhew

38. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
39. David Roth, Tableaux d‘une Exposition, video, 04:05 min, edition 5+2 AP

40. David Roth, Mud Paintings (Le Pré de L'Orme) 2022-2023, mud mixed with casein on canvas,
3 canvasses each 199 x 139 cm

41. David Roth, Mud Painting 1/3 (Le Pré de L'Orme) 2022-2023, mud mixed with casein on
canvas, 3 canvasses each 199 x 139 cm

42. David Roth, Mud Painting 2/3 (Le Pré de L'Orme) 2022-2023, mud mixed with casein on
canvas, 3 canvasses each 199 x 139 cm

43. David Roth, Mud Painting 3/3 (Le Pré de L'Orme) 2022-2023, mud mixed with casein on
canvas, 3 canvasses each 199 x 139 cm

44. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
45, Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dlrst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague
46. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Dirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

47. Labour and wait, 2023, exhibition view, Diirst Britt & Mayhew, The Hague

Labour and Wait’ is David Roth’s third solo exhibition at Diirst Britt & Mayhew. The exhibition
brings together various distinct bodies of work, which continually play with concepts of
construction and deconstruction as well as with the performative and sculptural potential
painting can possess.

The first room of the gallery is dedicated to Roth’s ‘Ottenstein’ project, which consists of a video
and an installation of two canvases primed with glow in the dark paint. These ‘paintings’ served
as a raft and a tent during a hike the artist made through the countryside of the Lower Austrian
region of Ottenstein. The video documents the arduous and absurd task of dragging two large
canvases through the wilderness.

The second room gives the stage to a series of large ‘Flower Paintings’ The name might suggest
demure depictions of flower still lifes, but it actually refers to the technique involved. Instead of
using brushes the artist employed real flowers to bring colour and forms to the canvas. This
results in dynamic abstract surfaces which have a tinge of action painting in that they show the
force of the artist’s bodily movement.

The final room of the gallery is filled with three brightly coloured sculptures. These sculptures,
titled ‘Brains’, nevertheless have all the trappings of a painting: a bearer, colour, and even a
wooden framework. The trestles which are supporting the heaps of loose painted textiles are in
fact made of modificated stretcher bars. The body of a ‘Brain‘ is made from layer after layer of
paintings cut from their frame, fabrics used as a palette or for colour testing, and rags employed
to clean brushes or the studio floor.
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The room also contains Roth’s ‘Mud Paintings’ project, consisting of a video and three large
canvases painted with mud. In the video we see the canvases hanging from trees in a forest
exposed to the weather for a period of eight months and actually becoming part of the
environment. We even see animals passing by and having a ‘look’ at the paintings.

David Roth (1985) graduated from the Academy of fine arts Vienna in the class of Daniel Richter.
Recent solo and duo exhibitions include 'Raumbilder’ at GrafZyxFoundation in Neulengbach,
‘Method Acting’ at Galeria Alegria in Barcelona, ‘imagine’ at Bildraum 01 in Vienna, 'Augensex’ at
Dirst Britt & Mayhew, ‘remember’ at New Jérg in Vienna.

Recent group exhibitions include ‘Landscapes’ at Museum Schloss Moyland, ‘Earth, a collective
landscape’ at AkzoNobel Art Foundation, ‘Stretch Release’ at Durst Britt & Mayhew, ‘Vielfalt’ at
Landesmuseum Burgenland, ‘lmago Mundi’ at Belvedere Winterpalais in Vienna and ‘Plus jamais
seul’ at Standards in Rennes.

Work by Roth is held in private and public collections including the Landesmuseum Burgenland,
the AkzoNobel Art Foundation, the Aksenov Family Foundation and the Luciano Benetton
collection. David Roth lives and works in Vienna, Austria.

This year two of Roth’s video works have been shown in the group exhibition ‘Landscapes’ at
Museum Schloss Moyland in Germany. One of Roth’s Flower Paintings is currently on view in the
group exhibition ‘Earth, a collective landscape’ at the AkzoNobel Art Foundation in Amsterdam.
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