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“My favorite time is in time’s other side, its other identity, the kind that collapses and sometimes reappears, 
and sometimes doesn’t. The one that looks like marshmallows, pomegranates, and stranger things, before 
returning to its kind of abstraction. I used to be fond of time as it was a matter that helped us feel intelligent. 
Those days have gone to where days go, in their own cemeteries. Today I see eternity everywhere. I had 
yesterday an empty glass of champagne on the table, and it looked both infinite and eternal, though it left me 
indifferent. At least, I was in good company, and a day closer to all sorts of annihilations.” - Etel Adnan, 
Excerpted from SHIFTING THE SILENCE 

A clock given as a wedding gift in the 80’s is a marker of time—a reminder to make note of moments big and 
small as they pass you by. The clock is cyclical, technically living through the same ticking loop. But, even 
after repeating itself, the experience of living through sixty seconds is subjective every time. 

A clock in a studio is a record of time. It provides a template that structures daily tasks and meanderings. It 
counts the hours spent on something, turning time into currency through whatever is being produced. We 
refer to the clock to know the value of our labour. But of course, even when the cloc- k dies, our work 
persists. 

A clock in the garden, rotting, is an index of time. Here, it no longer functions as a clock but rather as a 
stump, prop, reminder, or support for the duration of something else. It has gone through its own 
transformation, and its deterioration provides evidence of time gone by. The clock is not time but a container 
for time, where it is the signifier for the concept of time— a code for periodic motion. 

This same clock presented in the gallery is a synthesis of time. The clock has been resuscitated, re-gifted, 
relocated, fixed and no longer rotting, repurposed and removed from the studio. Now, it is the artwork. A 
marker, record, and index all at once. 
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