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This picture can be supplemented by a chart showing the areas which have more than twenty inches  
of rainfall per year. This figure represents, roughly, the minimum amount of rain necessary for the effective 
production of wheat and rice, the great food staples […]. The actual distribution of the centers of wheat  
and rice production in the world can be seen to coincide fairly accurately with the areas of adequate 
rainfall. A temperate climate and rainfall adequate to the production of either wheat or rice provide the 
agricultural basis for the power of any state. A region which lacks these elements in any appreciable 
degree finds itself doomed to play a secondary role in the power relations of the world.
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Since coal and iron represent the basic energy and material requirements of our machines, the distribution 
of the world resources of these elements and the distribution of their centers of production are all part  
of our picture.
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