








TALE CHASER

THERE ARE VARIOUS ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION OF WHY DOGS CHASE THEIR TAILS. IT MAY
START WHILE THEY ARE STILL PUPPIES, AS A DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND THEIR OWN BODIES OR TO
PLAY, UNTIL IMPERCEPTIBLY IT GROWS INTO A BURDENSOME COMPULSION - BECOMING A
MANIFESTATION OF STRESS OR DISCOMFORT, AND AN ATTEMPT BY THE OWNER TO STOP THIS
CHASING MAY RESULT IN AN AGGRESSIVE REACTION FROM THE ANIMAL.

STRUCTURALLY, THIS MENTAL DISORDER IS SIMILAR TO OCD (OBSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE
DISORDER) AS WELL AS TO ASPECTS OF AUTISM WHICH ARE FAMILIAR TO HUMANS. IT
REPRESENTS AN IRRESISTIBLE URGE TO REPEATEDLY CARRY OUT A CERTAIN ACTION, THE
IMPULSE TO WHICH CAUSES DISCOMFORT AND ANXIETY. EVEN WHEN AWARE THAT THESE
COMPULSIONS ARE POINTLESS, THEY ARE STILL REPEATED TO REDUCE THE STRESS CAUSED
BY THE OBSESSION. OR, AS IN THE CASE OF AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS, THE PROCESS
OF INITIATING THE ACTION BECOMES AN INTERMINABLE CYCLE.

IN RECOGNISING THESE KINDS OF BEHAVIOURAL CONSTRUCTS IN OTHER MAN-MADE SYSTEMS
AND BEHAVIOURAL PATTERNS, WE MUST BE ABLE TO DIFFERENTIATE GOING POINTLESSLY IN
CIRCLES FROM THE DETERMINED PURSUIT OF A GOAL.

MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL

FROM THE MOMENT WE LEARN TO RECOGNISE OURSELVES IN THE MIRROR, WE
BECOME OBJECTS OF OUR OWN PERCEPTION, WHICH THEORETICALLY ALLOWS US
TO RECOGNISE OUR LIVED EXPERIENCE AND HENCE TO REACH CONCLUSIONS
ABOUT SIMILAR EXPERIENCES AMONG OTHER CREATURES. WITH THE BLURRING OF
THE ANTHROPOCENTRIC REFLECTION, WE CAN GO WITH THE FLOW OR REALISE
WHAT WE HAVE FORGOTTEN.
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CALHOUN’S RAT |
CALHOUN'S RAT Il
CALHOUN'S RAT IlI
CALHOUN'S RAT IV
CALHOUN'S RAT V

ETHOLOGIST JOHN CALHOUN'S 1960S “RAT UTOPIA” EXPERIMENTS ARE CONSIDERED A
CORNERSTONE AND YARDSTICK FOR RESEARCH IN URBAN SOCIOLOGY. IN SAFE LABORATORY
CONDITIONS - WITHOUT DISEASES OR PREDATORS, AND WITH UNLIMITED ACCESS TO FOOD
AND WATER — CALHOUN ORIGINALLY RELEASED FOUR PAIRS OF RATS, WHICH THEN ENJOYED
UNINHIBITED POPULATION GROWTH, SOON BECOMING A COMMUNITY OF 2,220 RODENTS, AT
WHICH POINT DECLINE SET IN.

SOON ENOUGH, THE ATMOSPHERE OF CORNUCOPIA BROKE THE NATURAL RHYTHM IN WHICH
SOCIAL ORDERS ARISE — THE WEAKEST COULD NOT LEAVE THE TORMENTING CONDITIONS, AS
WOULD HAPPEN IN THE WILD, AND HENCE THEY WERE CONSTANTLY BULLIED AND COMPLETELY
EXCLUDED FROM SOCIAL CIRCULATION. MOTHERS ABANDONED OR CONSUMED THEIR
CHILDREN; NO ONE RETAINED ANY INTEREST IN REPRODUCTION - INSTEAD, VIOLENT
CANNIBALISTIC GANGS FORMED, RULING OVER OTHERS. FOLLOWING THE LOW BIRTH RATE AND
HIGH LEVEL OF VIOLENCE THE COLONY DESCENDED INTO A PHASE OF SELF-DESTRUCTION, IT
WAS A RAT APOCALYPSE, WHICH CALHOUN LABELLED “BEHAVIORAL SINK".

TODAY SCIENTISTS BELIEVE THAT THE END OF THIS “RAT UTOPIA” WAS CAUSED NOT BY THE
PRESSURES OF OVERPOPULATION BUT RATHER BY EXCESSIVE SOCIAL INTERACTION. WHAT
TRANSPIRED HAS BEEN COMPARED WITH THE DYNAMICS OF METROPOLISES, THE STRESS THAT
CAN BE CAUSED BY INTENSIVE AND PROLONGED SOCIAL INTERACTIONS. AS DEMONSTRATED BY
CALHOUN'S RAT UTOPIA — AS WELL AS OTHER FAMOUS UTOPIAS — ONCE A STATE OF
ABUNDANCE HAS BEEN REACHED, NOTHING REMAINS ANYTHING LIKE WHAT IT SEEMS. AT
WHICH POINT DOES HEALTHY ENDEAVOUR TRANSFORM INTO GREED? WE CAN ONLY
EGOCENTRICALLY SPECULATE ABOUT HOW PEACEFULLY WE OURSELVES WOULD BE ABLE TO
LIVE TOGETHER UNDER CONDITIONS OF AN ABSOLUTE LACK OF HIERARCHY.

ANT MILL

THERE ARE STORIES THAT NO ONE WILL EVER FULLY BELIEVE. THERE ARE EVENTS WHOSE
PARTICIPANTS GO GREY IN A SINGLE DAY. IT IS POSSIBLE TO EARN A WEEK'S WAGES IN A COUPLE
OF HOURS, BUT TO DO THAT YOU HAVE TO TAKE RISKS.* THERE ARE PHEROMONE SIGNALS,
FORMS OF NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION. THE ANTS HAVE STRAYED FROM THE PHEROMONE
TRAIL AND STARTED CIRCLING IN A DEATH SPIRAL. THERE HAVE BEEN TEMPESTS OF WORK,
HOPELESSNESS AND WORRIES. BURNOUT, ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION HAVE BECOME FAMILIAR
CONVERSATION PARTNERS. THERE ARE FLOODS OF TEARS, THERE ARE VOLCANOS AND
ERUPTIONS OF ANGER, THERE ARE DISEASES. THERE ARE ELEMENTS THAT CAN MAKE A MAN
WITH ALL HIS ACHIEVEMENTS PERISH IN AN INSTANT. BUT IT IS ALSO RELAXING TO OBSERVE
THE FORCES OF NATURE. IT IS PLEASANT TO FORGET EVERYTHING, TO MEDITATIVELY
WITHDRAW FOR A MOMENT.

* INSPIRED BY EDGAR ALLAN POE’S SHORT STORY “A DESCENT INTO THE MAELSTROM” (1841)

FOUNTAIN

IN HIS MA WORK FOUNTAIN, MURNIEKS REFERS TO A VIDEO MADE MORE THAN A DECADE AGO
AND ACCESSIBLE ONLINE, WHICH RECORDS WHAT APPEARS TO BE AN AMUSING EPISODE FROM
A Z0OO. THE CLIP SHOWS AN APE THAT HAS ROLLED ONTO ITS BACK AND IS URINATING INTO ITS
OWN MOUTH. IT TURNS OUT THAT SUCH BEHAVIOUR AMONG APES POINTS TO MENTAL HEALTH
PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE STRESS OF A CROWDED AND LIMITING ENVIRONMENT.
FOLLOWING THE FIRST, SEEMINGLY AMUSING IMPRESSION, THE PROBLEMATIC SHADOW SIDE
RELATED TO MENTAL HEALTH COMES TO LIGHT.

IN THE SCULPTURE FOUNTAIN, THIS PROVOCATIVELY HUMOROUS SCENE IS
RE-CONTEXTUALISED AS THE PHENOMENON OBSERVABLE AT ART EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,
REFLECTING ON THE DIFFICULTIES, UNSPARING PRESSURE AND COMPETITIVE CONDITIONS
WHICH YOUNG ARTISTS ENCOUNTER IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT
INTENSE RIVALRY ON THE ROAD TO RECOGNITION. FOUNTAIN IS THE ONLY SCULPTURE NOT
CREATED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE EXHIBITION, BUT CAN BE CONSIDERED THE STARTING POINT
FOR THE CONCEPT OF THE EXHIBITION AT KIM?



