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LINSEED is pleased to present the first solo exhibition "Trails Left by the Moonlight" of Daniel UM (b.200],
South Korea) in the Asia-Pacific region from May 18 to July 13, 2024. The exhibition will present the latest
paintings by the artist, capturing poetic moments of vividness, melancholy, and loneliness between
wake and dream, in a world of memory and imagination charged by natural landscapes.

Like the Korean poet Yoon Dong-ju's poem "Shooting at the Moon", which the artist quotes as depicting
"waking up to the natural scenery outside the window," Um creates a whimsical world where nature and
human experience are intertwined from a third point of view. The artist's unfolding images seem to be
the superposition of multiple illusions, forming an ideal state constructed for the self. Here, the viewer is
immersed in everything around them, merging with the natural landscape composed of large color
blocks, and becoming the recipient of the dream.

Deliberately blurring the focus of the scene, Um transforms the lush landscape and the rear-view figures
(Ruckenfigur) of only two or three people into a subtle and secretive moment of private rest, where the
landscapes in the paintings become a refuge for the artist's private emotions and self-image, allowing
them to be enveloped in a dense, luminous and colorful atmosphere. Dappled angular light refracts the
moisture in the air, creating a kind of chimera with a diffuse twilight effect (Les effets crépusculaires), in
which the leaking light is captured by Um's repetitive and intermittent brushstrokes, allowing his inner
emotions to be hidden in the shimmering solitude of the forest (Waldeinsambkeit). The direction of the
light source in the picture also suggests the existence of another perspective (the window), outside
which the protagonist becomes the object of observation. The artist intentionally blurs the boundaries
between private and public space, making it difficult for the viewer to gauge the emotions of the
protagonists, even if there are people in the paintings, and giving these works an inexplicable
(Intimisme) feeling.

“Speaking directly in the form of nature, their power comes from the order of the work of art
itself" (Caspar David Friedrich)[1]. The views and horizons presented by Um are self-expressive, each
seemingly sealed with an untold but deeply felt narrative. They are not only landscapes by the forest
lake, but also the extension and imagination of the artist's universal and visible reality after traveling
around in the past. An inner, deeper order is then created in the visible landscape, whereby the
emotions hidden in the heart never go against nature, but are always in line with it. When
memories of the past are transformed into visual experiences, the mingled colors and ambiguous
halos keep alluding to the venting and surging of the artist's inner emotions. In the midst of it, the
viewer and protagonists in these paintings, are all given the paths across dreaming and reality,
waking up and sinking down, entering into a place of abode formed by self-consciousness.

Note:
[1]. Charles Rosen and Henri Zerner, Romanticism and Realism, 1984.

About the Artist

Daniel UM was born in Seoul, South Korea in 2001. He obtained his BFA in illustration at Parsons
School of Design in 2024, and currently lives and works in New York. Influenced by his early
experience of traveling and living in different countries, Um's work captures slices of the felt isolation
and solitude in a stream of consciousness. Through the overlapping sensations and imaginations of
intertwined worlds, the artist combines intimate memories and natural landscapes in a dreamlike,
whimsical space. The isolated protagonist, who appears and disappears, often hovers in the lush and
hazy nightscape constructed by dense and repetitive brushstrokes, where the artist's personal
consciousness and inner emaotions are enveloped in a sense of quiescence.

His recent solo exhibitions include: “Trails Left by the Moonlight”, 2024, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Lullaby”,
2024, Turn Gallery, New York; “Ponderers”, 2023, Painters Painting Paintings, Online. His selected
group exhibitions include: “Swallow Mountain, Drain Sea”, 2023, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Sun to Moon”,
2023, Turn Gallery, New York; “The Power to Dream”, 2022, Galerie Hussenot, Paris; “Life in Color”,
2022, The Room London, London; “Group Show", 2021, Loft 121, New York.
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