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The old lady liked to play cards, and she and Donna often used an old soiled deck that had pictures of colorful 

fish on it. Donna pretended she was in the cabin of a boat on a short, safe trip to a lovely island. The old woman 

was a mysterious opponent, not at all what she seemed. Donna had, in fact, been told by the nurses that she 

was considerably more impaired than she appeared to be. Beyond the window of the cabin were high waves, 

pursuing and accompanying them. The waves were an essential part of the world the boat required, but they 

bore malice toward the boat, that much was obvious.

“What kind of fish are these,” Donna asked.

“These are reef residents,” the old lady said.

They played a variation of Spit in the Ocean. Donna had had no idea that there were so many variations of this 

humble game.

The two fat girls came in and lay down on their beds. The old lady was really opening up to Donna. She was 

telling her about her husband and her little house.

“After my husband died, I was afraid someone might come in and…” She passed her finger across her throat. “I 

bought one of those men. Safe-T-Man II, the New Generation. You know, the ones that look as though they’re 

six feet tall but can be folded up and put in a little tote bag? I put him in the car or I put him in my husband’s easy 

chair right in front of the window. He had all kinds of clothes. He had a leather coat. He had a baseball cap.”

“Where is he now,” Donna asked.

“He’s in his little tote bag. Actually, he frightened me a little, Safe-T-Man.”

 

“I’m so relieved,” the old lady said. “That could have been such a problem, such a problem. Would you do me 

another favor? Would you get my dog and bring him to me here?”

Donna was enthusiastic about this. “Do you have a dog? Where is he?”

“He’s in my house.”

“Is anyone feeding him?” Donna said. “Does he have water?” She had found her vocation, she was sure of it. 

She could do this forever. She felt like a long-distance swimmer in that place long-distance swimmers go in 

their heads when they’re good.

“Nooooooo,” the old woman said. “He doesn’t need water.” She, too, looked delighted. She and Donna 

beamed at each other. “He’s a good dog, a watchdog.”

“I didn’t see him when I was there,” Donna admitted.

“He wasn’t watching you,” the old lady said.

“What breed of dog is he,” Donna asked.

She suddenly looked concerned. “He’s something you plug in.”

Oh,” Donna said, disappointed. “I think I did notice him.” He looked like a stereo speaker. She thought they’d 

been talking more along the lines of Cerberus, the dog that guarded the gates of hell. Those Greeks! It wasn’t 

that you couldn’t get in, it was that you couldn’t get out. And that honey-cake business…Actually, she had never 

grasped the honey-cake business.

“He detects intruders up to thirty feet and he barks. He can detect them through glass, brick, wood and cement. 

The closer they get, the louder and faster he barks. He’s just a little individual but he sounds ferocious. I always 

liked him better than Safe-T-Man. I got them at the same time.”

“But he’d be barking all the time here,” Donna said. “You have to consider that,” she added.

“He can be quiet,” the woman said. “He can be good.”

“I’ll get him for you then,” Donna said as though she had just made a difficult decision.
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