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Taken by itself, this Bible verse would condemn 5. Our prayers should be patterned after the prayers of
God as untrustworthy. The pastor prayed about his Jesus. He always told His heavenly Father,"Not
desire. He did believe, but God didn't keep His part of My will, but Your will, be done”
the bargain. This verse, by itself, would allow the pas- :
tor the right to come to such a conclusion,

Therein lies the problem. A beliet about prayer that
is based upon only one verse doesn't stand the test of
life’s realities. Prayer, like any other topic, can be under-
stood only by looking at all the evidence. If there are 20

Prayer—
F riendShlp ; ; lth the leer 6. In the Scriptures prayers for healing of the body were
not ahways answered according to human  desire,
Prayers for spiritual healing were always
answered with forgiveness and strengeh to bring

i LARRY YEAGLEY about lifestvle change,

A faith healer placed his
ands on  his  sick
child. For six weeks he

statements about prayer in the Scriptures, our concept
of prayer must not be out of harmony with any of those
statements. It is also important to study the prayer his-

7. God’s thoughts and ways are beyond human wnder-
standing. We may not compre-
hend His response to our prayer, RIENEEIEE

prayed, insisting—demand-
ing—that God heal his
child. The child died.
"God didn't keep His
promise,” the faith healer
said. I can never trust God
again. I can’t read the Bible
anymore. | can't pray or
preach” Again and again
he quoted Mark 11:24:
“Therefore | say to you, all
things for which you pray
and ask, believe that you
have received them, and
they will be granted you™
(NASB).* He resigned

from his pastorate.

tory of the great men and women of the Bible,

WORK IT OUT

With the principles of Bible interpretation in mind,
consider some of the major concepts of prayer found

in the Bible,

1. Stncere prayer is preceded by a desire to have a relation-

ship with God.

2. A praying person allows God to lead him or her in obe-

dience to God's revealed will.

3. Prayer is communicating with Ciod abour every aspect of

life. Teis far broader than requesting favors,

4. In our limited wnderstanding, we don’t always know
exactly what God’ will is. We don’t know the best

way to pray.

but the response does not negate ERTEERISTEREES
His mercy and love. UNTIL WE KNOW

The pastor’s concept of prayer did ETEISE SIS NSV
not harmonize with the biblical prin- ESSST RTINS
ciples of prayer. His demands upon EHTPAGTen
God were based solely upon his per-
spective, not God’s. Disillusionment and  distrust
resulted.

Prayer is meaningless until we know the Person to
whom we are praying. Answers serve only to satsfy
the self-centered spirit if we don't have a friendship
with the Answerer. Gifts are taken for granted if we
don’t love the Giver.

Misconcepuons of God often produce miscon-
ceptions of prayer.

In Goxd’s effort to save the human race from eternal
destruction, He didn’t spare His own Son. By the same
token, He withholds nothing that is essential to the

beautifying of our characters. Even the tragedies of this
life can be used by Him to deepen our spiritual relation-
ships.

God’s answers to our prayers are processed through
His forcknowledge, not through our tunnel vision. We
pray in our weakness; God answers out of His strength.
We pray in our poverty; God answers out of His riches.
We ask for blessings that can be contained in a shoe box:
God is ready to fill an 18-wheeler.

Perhaps this is why Jean Ingelose seid, “T have lived
to thank God that all my prayers have not

LR UVIEINE been answered.”

OUR DOVERTY: Hannah More wrote, “Did not God

S L sometimes withhold in mercy what we

out ofF His K we should be ruined at our own
RICHES. [ : ;

Henri J. M. Nouwen pictured praying
as living. It's more than saying grace at
the table or pleading with God when a crisis is upon
us. Praying is inviting God5 guidance in every seg-
ment of life’s journey. Fervent prayer is emptying our
hands of selfish ambitions so that God can fill them
with good things.

When prayer is a constane effort to appease an
arbitrary, vindictive God, fear dominates the person
who prays.

When prayer is an active friendship with a personal
Lord, there is a deep and abiding peace that cannot be
ruffled in times of testing.

Me.

Iam

Too much in me,
Too much dirt, dross, and clay.
These are mine, O carth-God, mine them!
Do not cast out but recast in
Thy kingdom-come-will-be-done
Shape
—Jeffrey L_Yeagley

Prayer 15 a hazardous journey when we draw up
the terms for God. We constantly worry about reach-
ing the destination.

Prayer that vields to God's will eliminates fear and
worry about the road ahead. Gods provisions are
equal to the demands of our travels.

The closest friends in my life listen attentively as 1
share my hopes, joys, and sorrows. I dont have to calcu-
late how to put thoughts into words—I can be trans-
parent, knowing that I will be accepted and under-
stood. Friends make me feel securc. 1 like 1o listen to my
friends because their words deepen our relationship.

God is the best friend, There isn’t anything we
cannot share with Him. He has many ways of speak-
mg to us. We can open our hearts to each other.
Don't worry if you can't speak cloquenty in your
prayers. The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit trans-
lates our faltering words mto the language of heav-
en.Your heart longings will be clearly understood.

Perhaps you've met a person who talks constantly.
You'd like to be part of the conversation, but the
individual doesn’t pause long enough for you to say
a word. An hour later you manage to pull away, but
you vow that you'll avoid any future meetings.

THERE'S HOPE!

Prayer is more than talking. It is a two-way
encounter with One who has vital information
about living life to the fullest. How do you listen? By

reading and meditating on passages of the Bible.
Meditation means thinking deeply about how you can
incorporate the promises and principles of Scripture
into your everyday life. It means spending quiet time,
allowing what the passage said 1o become part of you.

The Spirit who inspired the writers of Scripture
speaks to our minds as we read and meditate. The
psalmist speaks about treasuring God's Word in his
heart and meditating on God's precepts. He asks God
to open his eyes to see wonderful things in the law
(Psalm 119:18). :

Our firstborn son spent 22 short years facing the
challenges of life in this world Through prayer the joys
and sorrows gave sinew to his character. He complete-
ly entrusted the refining of faith into the skilled hands
of God. The words that he wrote and set to music near
the close of his life teveal his deep understanding of
prayer. May this understanding be ours as we ponder
his words,

BLAST FURNACE
Create me a-clean. O hearth-God!
Unearth and crack, hammer, crush me,
With blast-furnace breath burn,
Unblemish, melt me.
And sear, smelt

But spare

Larry Yeagley, a retived hospital chaplain, served for many
yrears as a hospice chaplain volunteer. His hospice and grief recor-
ery programs have been widely used. Previously published books
include Life After Loss, Heartache and Healing, Touched
by Fire, Beyond Loneliness, God's Gift of Forgiveness,
Beyond Anger, and A Tree Across My Road.

* Seripture quotations marked NASB are from the New
American Standard Bible, copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
19711972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1994 by The Lockman Foundation
Used by permussion



