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At the core of Max Hooper Schneider’s (b. 1982, Los Angeles) multifaceted practice
are habitats of abandoned, human-free environments and collapsed ecosystems. The
protagonists in Hooper Schneider’s fictive scenarios are not limited to organic entities
such as marine life and copper electroplated plants, but also include inert gases, uranium,
margarine, and borax. Far from the static display often staged at art museums, these works
mobilize active, unstable materials that are constantly becoming and transforming through
mutual affective interactions, sometimes even undergoing dramatic self-destruction.
They speak to the artist’s understanding of nature as a sustained, continuous process of
morphogenesis—a process in which humans are not transcendent beings, but merely one
form of nature naturing that is, in essence, no different from a starfish, a telephone, thoughts,
and viruses. All matters are mutually transformative through their coexistence in the same
spatio-temporal site, as the boundary between matters is never absolute; everything
permeates everything else.

Each gallery in this exhibition showcases a specific method of the artist’s material innovation:
self-sustained ecosystems activated in glass capsules, a series of margarine sculptures
that imagine post-human landscapes, an aquarium of fortunes that evokes metaphors of
microplastics, strange electroplated copper bonsai assemblages growing out of milky tidepools,
and antique microscopes entombed by boraxcrystals. Together, the works depict spectacles
under extreme conditions as if in an epic post-human saga. Beyond their profound material
connections, these works also labor at multiple registers that attempt to blur and disrupt
binary oppositions between life and death, growth and decay, natural and artificial, toxicity
and nourishment. Oscillating and shapeshifting in a liminal state, these elements reveal
unknown discursive and material potentials as they invite viewers to abandon existing
notions of morality and mortality, and to reflect across longer geological timescales. The
works embody both ecological trauma and marvel, and the tension between the two
animates the core of the exhibition.

“Max Hooper Schneider: Carnival of Gestation” presents six new commissions for the artist’s
first institutional solo exhibition in China. This exhibition is curated by UCCA Curator Luan
Shixuan. Exclusive wall solutions support is provided by Dulux, and Genelec contributed
exclusive audio equipment and technical support. UCCA thanks the members of UCCA
Foundation Council, International Circle, and Young Associates, as well as Lead Partner
Aranya, Lead Art Book Partner DIOR, Presenting Partners Bloomberg, and Yinyi Biotech, and
Supporting Partners AlA, Barco, Dulux, Genelec, and Stey.
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Max Hooper Schneider, Benthos, Part 1: Creatures of
Twilight (still), 2024, video. Produced in conjunction with
Jorge Elbrecht and Schmidt Ocean Institute. Commissioned
by UCCA Center for Contemporary Art. Courtesy the artist.
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(EEZE)

2024

WEAk iR, BH 7K. HlesEd
102 x 102 x 197 cm

HI UCCA AfEHrE AR L FECIE

Snow of Fortune

2024

Acrylic aquarium, plastic, water, machine module
102 x102 x 197 cm

Commissioned by UCCA Center for

Contemporary Art
BHRXWEHRF Like Father Like Son
2023 2023
LEENME. SRl . FHBHE Antique microscope, borax crystals,
NGRS glass bell jar

HZARSKFNEM - (7 EEsiR

Dimensions variable
Courtesy the artist and Maureen Paley

(EimeHE) Butter Biocoenosis

2024 2024

NEEH. 5. EHKE Margarine, wax, custom refrigerator

RYaEE Dimensions variable

B UCCA U{CErARZEARPIOF(ECIE  Commissioned by UCCA Center for
Contemporary Art

WRRAS Dendrite Bonsai

2024 2024

EIERKR . BREFENES Copper electroplated fruits, vegetables,

RYaEE and shrub assemblage

HZRZH Frangois Ghebaly EIEEiR
(RS (MBIFI=7E) ) HUCCA
TACER AR EARROFRECIE

Dimensions variable

Courtesy the artist and Frangois Ghebaly
Dendrite Bonsai (Coral and Orchid) was
commissioned by UCCA Center for

Contemporary Art
(EriRR) Master’s Temple
2024 2024

W, KEESRS. EIF. £EHES
410 x 10 x 30cm
H UCCA AACHER S ZARPOE(EEIE

Glass, aquatic ecosystem, live shrimp, metal hook
10 x10 x 30 cm each
Commissioned by UCCA Center for

Contemporary Art
(EmAEE) Embedded Divine
2023 2023

EFIEE. SESITEE. S8aA.
BHIED. Zamrl. BEEER. B
381 x 2564 x 305cm

HZARZH0 High Art EIEEHE

Custom window vitrine, vintage neon
assemblage, crystalized rock, fake sushi,
mixed media, clear silicone, rubber
381x 264 x305cm

Courtesy the artist and High Art

(BEZI: HESFERDE)

2022

THTIES. SEBIREEE.
N ]

3566 x 229 x 30.5cm

EIZAREH] High Art BIRFIR(E

Kindschaft Portal:

Fossil and Midnight Desert

2022

Custom fluorescent vitrine, vintage neon glass
assemblage, mixed media

35.6 %229 x305cm

Courtesy the artist and High Art
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2024

WIKIERE . BRERSOLHIE. i
BER. CEENRERRIIBERR.
R BREMEE

1420 x 20 x 20cm

Forensic Blossom

2024

Glass aquarium, UV borosilicate mushrooms,
crushed uranium glass substrate, preserved
snack foods and household items, silicone,
epoxy resin

20 x 20 x 20 cm each

(B, E—5: BX%EY)

2024

=2

58 73 3%
HEARSERHLRAEFS. EE
RS R FrELRIEINE

H UCCA e EARFOFIEEIE

Benthos, Part 1: Creatures of Twilight
2024

Video

583"

Produced in conjunction with Jorge Elbrecht
and Schmidt Ocean Institute
Commissioned by UCCA Center for

Contemporary Art

(iEm =it ) Orphaned Land

2024 2024

IRERIARSL. WDF. ZEME Burnt wood, sand, mixed media

NGRS Dimensions variable

B UCCA U{CErXUREARPOF(ECIE  Commissioned by UCCA Center for
Contemporary Art

SEFEE Plasm(O)void

2017 2017

URF RIS . B R I IR R RA T
B, BESHKESY. SEERIRE. B
iE. EHETFERE

B4 49 x 49 x 116 cm

EHZRZRH High Art EIERIR3H

Borosilicate oviform, metallized uranium glass
embryo sculpture, noble gas mixture, high-
voltage electrode, modified trash can, custom
electronics

49 x 49 x 116 cm each

Courtesy the artist and High Art

(&iz)

2023

SEMRMRIER | BRE . HEET.
WaEMiE. HR. =8, Zelinh
s

1035 X 845 x 43.2cm

FHZ7RZF0 Frangois Ghebaly EIRFIZ{t

Destiny

2023

Mixed media landform, condoms, miniature
bottles, epoxy resin, silicone, mica powder,
colored acrylic reservoir

1035 % 845x432cm

Courtesy the artist and Frangois Ghebaly

(s imhgeEe o1)

2014

B 91 BISAHERERIZEH

o PR

170.2 X 61 X 1245cm

HZRZKH Frangois Ghebaly EIEFFE{

Precor Crocodilian 9.1

2014

Modified Precor 91 treadmill, crocodile-
embossed leather hide

170.2 x 61x 1245 cm

Courtesy the artist and Frangois Ghebaly

(§:159)

2017

S RERS . PWAES. Wi, IREHE
121 X 172 X 1562 om

EHZARRA High Art BIESHRAE

Rhizosphere

2017

Chain link fence, rebar, steel, automotive paint
121 x 172 x 1562 cm

Courtesy the artist and High Art

{ BT )

2023

FIERRHFRSRE

1651 x 88.9 X 119.38 om
HZARKRFNEM - (A EEsiR

Run For Your Life

2023

Copper electroplated cast aluminum treadmill
assemblage

1651 x 88.9 x 119.38 cm

Courtesy the artist and Maureen Paley

(EBH=ER)

2024

RERIA. K. Bt

RIa%

H UCCA AAEH AR ZAFLEIELIE

Garden of Plushy Entombment

2024

Copper electroplated toys, concrete, soil
Dimensions variable

Commissioned by UCCA Center for
Contemporary Art

FEAMXAHER, EEBEERERFIA.
A AYSEZ N ] - S g
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