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Galerie Lars Friedrich is pleased to present ‘shrugs’, Thomas Cap de Ville’s first solo exhibition in Germany.

TCdV works in book form, handcrafting volumes that vary widely in form and scale, into which he binds photographs, 
drawings and other archive items from his youth. The anarchic compositions, at glance, offer precise kaleidoscopic 
reflections on this transformative period, all tied up by conservation materials that hint in themselves at the ephemeral.

Each of the 12 unique books that make up the Psycosphore series which started in 2017, capture specific fragments 
of an adolescence spent in provincial France during the 90s, then in Paris in the early 00s. In retrospect they become 
reliquaries for a fleeting past life lived on the edge. These ‘vessels for carrying the psyche’ are inhabited by intimate 
fetish objects and images that TCdV reworks into ever new arrangements.

Throughout this narrative, we encounter figures that are born in the blur between the realms of memory and fiction. 
They spread out of the books onto Xerox drawings that undergo added layers of interventions and pixelization.

Exhibition proposal by Joseph Bourgois.

Thomas Cap de Ville (born 1978) lives and works in Paris.

Recent exhibitions include ‘Thomas Cap de Ville / Nicolas Ceccaldi’ (2024) at Galerie Tenko Presents, Tokyo. ’PA-
GES OF PENTACLES’ (2017) and ‘FAREWELL YOUTH, an archive 1996 - 2019‘ (2019) at Goswell Road, Paris. 
‘Psychophore’ (2021) at Confort Moderne, Poitier. ‘SPLUT’ (2021) and‘Scories’ ( 2022) at Exo Exo, Paris. ‘INTER-
LOPE’ (2022) at Galeria Miroslav Kraljevic, Zagreb.

His work was shown in group exhibitions at CRAC Alsace (Altkirch, 2024) ; CRÉDAC (Ivry-sur-Seine,2024) ; Kunst-
halle Praha (Prague, 2023) ; FRAC Corsica (Corte, 2023), Mendes Wood (Brussels, 2022) ; Colette Mariana (Barcelo-
na, 2022) and Galerie Hussenot (Paris, 2020).



Book XI, 2024
Mixed media
43 x 65 x 8 cm

Untitled, 2005
Pencil, ballpoint pen on xerox 
38 x 29,3 cm

Untitled, 2005
Pencil, ballpoint pen on xerox 
38 x 29,3 cm

Untitled, 2005
Plastics
55 x 20 x 32 cm 

Untitled, 2005
Pencil, ballpoint pen, tip-ex on 
xerox 
38 x 29,3 cm

Book V, 2018
Mixed media
79 x 93 x 10 cm

Book IV, 2018
Mixed media
76 x 114 x 12 cm

Untitled, 2015
Pencil, ballpoint pen on xerox 
38 x 29,3 cm

Untitled, 2024
Xerox and tape
225 x 168 cm


