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I Piccoli Pupazzi Sporchi di Pruppà

In 2012, 30 life-size puppets were made from jute and straw.

This number grew to 54 in the course of 2013. This series of puppets was called Die Schmutzigen 
Puppen von Pommern, after a region extending across northern Germany and Poland.

In the spring of 2015 it was decided that a large number of small puppets were to be manufactured 
from the same material, providing that each should not exceed 35 cm and have a totally different char-
acter from one another. A team of six people worked on this series for about 3,000 hours in a small 
workshop at the canal in Brussels.

The undertaking was completed on November 13, 2015. The result was 164 puppets.

The work was titled I Piccoli Puppazzi Sporchi di Pruppà, after a small hamlet in the southeast of Italy, 
not far from the town of Stilo.

Jos de Gruyter (b. 1965) and Harald Thys (b. 1966), who have collaborated together since the late 
1980s, have held solo exhibitions at MoMA PS1 (2015), The Power Station, Dallas (2015), CCA Wat-
tis Institute for Contemporary Arts, San Francisco (2015), Kunsthalle Wien (2014), M HKA, Antwerp 
(2013), Mu.ZEE, Ostend (2012), Kunsthalle Basel (2010) and Culturgest, Lisbon (2009). They live and 
work in Brussels.

—

I Piccoli Pupazzi Sporchi di Pruppà

Nel 2012 furono creati 30 pupazzi a grandezza naturale in iuta e paglia.

Nel corso del 2013 questo numero aumentò a 54. La serie di pupazzi fu chiamata Die Schmutzigen 
Puppen von Pommern, in riferimento a una regione tra la Germania del Nord e la Polonia.

Nella primavera del 2015 si decise di fabbricare un ampio numero di pupazzi nello stesso materiale, a 
patto che la loro dimensione non eccedesse i 35 cm e che ciascuno mantenesse caratteristiche ben 
distinte. Una squadra di sei persone ha lavorato a questa serie per almeno 3,000 ore in un piccolo 
laboratorio sul canale di Bruxelles.

Quest’impresa si è conclusa il 13 Novembre 2015. Il risultato: 164 pupazzi.

Il lavoro è stato intitolato I Piccoli Puppazzi Sporchi di Pruppà, in riferimento a una piccola contrada 
del Sud-Est italiano, non lontano dalla città di Stilo.

Jos de Gruyter (b. 1965) e Harald Thys (b. 1966) collaborano insieme dalla fine degli anni ’80. Hanno 
avuto mostre personali da Raven Row, Londra; MoMA PSI, NY; Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna; M HKA, 
Antwerp; Kunsthalle Basilea; Culturgest, Lisbona e hanno partecipato alla Biennale di Venezia (2013) 
e alla Biennale di Berlino (2008). De Gruyter e Thys vivono e lavorano a Bruxelles.
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 Poland – curated by Adam Budak
 Kunstpreis der Böttcherstraße, Bremen, Germany
 Panegyric, Forde, Geneva, Switzerland
 The Big Inexplicable Paravent Illusion, Isabella Bortolozzi Galerie, Berlin, Germany
 LUX/ICA Biennial of Moving Images, ICA, London , UK
 Transmediale.12, Berlin, Germany
 At the Speed of Stone, Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York, USA – curated by Anthony Huber-
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 Athens Biennial, Athens, Greece
2010  Session_13, FormContent, London, UK – curated by Joshua Simon
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2009  The Thing’ / ‘All That Is Solid Melts Into Air, MuHKA at Mechelen, Belgium – curated by Dieter  
  Roelstraete
 Double Happiness / The State Of Things, Brussels/Beijing,’ Paleis voor Schone
 Kunsten / Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels, Belgium – curated by Luc Tuymans &
 Philippe Pirotte
 Un-Scene, WIELS Contemporary Art Centre, Brussels, Belgium
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 La Ricarda, Internationales Kunstzentrum Ostbelgien, Eupen - curated by Michel François
2005  Visionair België / La Belgique visionnaire. C’est arrivé près de chez nous, Paleis
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Jos de Gruyter and Harald Thys
I Piccoli Pupazzi Sporchi di Pruppà 
2015
Jute, fabric, straw, iron thread, and wood 
19 11/16 x 7 7/8 x 7 7/8 inches (50 x 20 x 20 cm)
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