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Iija Karilampi — Straight off the boat

Starting point of the exhibtion is a series of screen printed long sieeve shirts designed by |a Karlamp, poetically bringing together contrasting forms and symbols from sources as diverse as pop-culture, music, politics and natienal
dentty. Upon arrval in Marsellle, the shirs will be tied to a boat and washed n the Mediterranean Sea. The saliwater-soaked text es will be insta'ed insde the public courtyard of Friche la Belle de Mal and hung to dry over the course
of the weekend. The installation is accompanied by a soundtrack produced by Ia Karilampi, consistng of scunds of the boat trip, ambient samples and pep-cultural fragments.

The tite “Straight off the boat" is borrowed from a seng of hip hep musician French Montana, refering to drugs that are imported egally by beat, which Montana claims to be rich of. But the project and s title point towards a much
wider meaning and form of exchange: The phrases fresh off the boat (FOB), off the beat (OTB) are coften used o describe immigrants that have arved from a foreign nation and suppesedly not assmilated nto the host nation's culture,
anguage, and behaviouwr. “Straight off the boat" challenges such dominant ideas of assimilation in favor of the diversity of personal narratives.

Invited by Art-O-Rama on the occasion of 48h Chrono with the generous support of La Friche la Belle de Mai and Goethe Institut
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