
 

 

Museum Brandhorst | September 6, 2024 

Lily van der Stokker: List of Rags 
September 7, 2024 – March 15, 2025, „Brandhorst Flag Commission“, in front of the museum 

 
 
 

 
 
This year's “Brandhorst Flag Commission” was designed by Lily van der Stokker. The artist became 

known for her installations and murals, which are based on decorative imagery from everyday life and 
domestic spaces and which question these in terms of their gender and identity implications. 
Supposedly cute decorations are contrasted with intriguing texts. 

 
For the flags for Museum Brandhorst, Lily van der Stokker did not – as one might expect – create an 
ornamental design with integrated text, but instead literally places a list of German and English words 

relating to drugstore articles, items of clothing, household objects, physical ailments (and insults) in 
the public space. With “List of rags”, she has created a site-specific work at the boundary between the 
Kunstareal and Maxvorstadt, between the museum district and the residential neighborhood. Terms 

such as “rag,” “belly cramps,” or “poopy diaper,” which we associate with the spheres of the private 
and intimate and with care work, now appear on the flagpoles of the museum. Lily van der Stokker’s 
‘visual poetry’ thus creates a moment of perplexity for museum visitors and passers-by emblazoning 

terms from the private sphere in the outdoor space. 

 

Art in public space  
With “Flag Commission,” Museum Brandhorst goes beyond the boundaries of the exhibition space and 
presents specially commissioned works of art in the neighborhood of the Maxvorstadt district. 
Normally, the flags on the corner of Türkenstrasse and Theresienstrasse advertise the museum's 

current exhibitions. But for the "Flag Commission", artists use them as outdoor spaces to create 
interventions in public space. 
 

Curated by: Arthur Fink 

 

 

About Lily van der Stokker 
Lily van der Stokker (*1954) lives and works in Amsterdam and New York. Since the late 1980s, she 
has been creating decorative wall paintings and installations composed of ornaments, furniture, 
bright colors, everyday objects and handwritten texts. Most recently, she has had major institutional 

solo exhibitions at the Camden Art Centre, London (2022), the Migros Museum für Gegenwartskunst, 
Zurich (2019), the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam (2018), the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles (2015), 
the New Museum, New York (2013), and the Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam (2010). Her 

exhibition “I am here” can still be seen at the Frac Normandie in Caen until December 22, 2024. 
 

 

 



 

We look forward to your coverage. 
#MuseumBrandhorst 
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