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Press Release

Rest in Soil, in Water, in Waithood 
Ava Binta Giallo, Markus Zimmermann

Opening: September 6, 2024, 7 p.m.
Exhibition: September 7 - November 10, 2024

WAITHOOD Magazine and basis e.V. are proud to announce the opening of Rest 
in Soil, in Water, in Waithood, a new exhibition that aims to present WAITHOOD 
magazine‘s inaugural issue themed around the idea of rest as an important as-
pect for the contemporary Black experience in the world.

The first issue of WAITHOOD results from a collaboration between 14 artists, wri-
ters, thinkers and makers from various parts of the African continent and its dias-
pora, who mobilise and share their gifts with the world through their engagement 
with contemporary arts, the urban built environment and the conditions of ha-
ving to exist in the world as a racialized subject, aware of the precarity the world 
offers to black and brown art workers. Therefore, the magazine presents new 
avenues through which Black artists, writers and makers imagine futures other-
wise, platforming how they do the required labour to muster a real, living and 
ever-present black vernacular which is ancient, young, queer and on the move!

To celebrate this groundbreaking publication, WAITHOOD invites artists Ava Binta 
Giallo and Markus Zimmermann to temporarily transform the exhibition space 
into a site of gathering, rest and dreaming access to liberated futures.

Giallo and Zimmermann‘s intervention propose a rearrangement of known ma-
terials, creating new choreographies that opens new possibilities of existing and 
thinking for both the building and the audience, challenging conventional ar-
chitectural boundaries by establishing a dialogue with the basis e. V. building.
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Their intervention tests how architecture can function as a vehicle of ideas, al-
lowing the exhibition to initiate a series of conversations with the building. This 
possibility leads the audience to experience how Blackness (here manifested 
through the physical intervention from the part of the agency of black artists) 
can engage with architecture‘s authority, by reimagining the „outside“ beyond 
architecture‘s power of determining what is inside and what remains outside. The 
artist‘s intervention in both the backyard garden and in the gallery space, ques-
tions whether one can be in multiple spaces at the same time. 

Another possibility the installation offers, is to exhibit WAITHOOD magazine‘s in-
augural issue within an environment that enables different forms of engagement 
with its unbonded printed pages, whether vertically, when displayed as a single 
suspended object, or horizontally, through Zimmermann‘s proposal of sitting and 
reading that allows the reader to tear the magazine pages apart and propose a 
new order.

Further, through Giallo‘s choice of materials, the exhibition enables the audience 
to engage with the classic elements of earth and water, that render the insistence 
on „rest“ pushed forward by the magazine‘s contributors of the first issue, and 
the question of „movement“ as a central theme for the upcoming second issue.

Curated by Ana Raquel Machava.
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MORE ABOUT THE MAGAZINE

The word waithood was a gift from anthropologist Alcinda Honwana, who uses 
it as an accurate descriptor of the liminal phase young people go through when 
transitioning from childhood to adulthood. Waithood is used to signal a state of 
undesirable prolonged adolescence, and is often comprehended as a product of 
failed neoliberal and global socio-economic political crises. This state of instabi-
lity mobilises the youth to flirt with the realms of informality and improvisations, 
turning this phase of their lives into a site for experimentation.

The magazine copies will be available for purchase during the time the exhibiti-
on can be accessed.

EVENTS:
Artist talk with Ava Binta Giallo
Saturday, Sept. 7, 12 p.m. 
 
A curatorial tour with Ana Raquel Machava
Sunday, Sept. 8, 3 p.m.

With the kind support of:

Opening hours: 
 
Tuesday to Friday: 2 - 7 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 12 - 6 p.m.
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Markus_Zimmermann, 
Transformer modular and flexible 
exhibition architecture, 
Exhibition view: Senckenberg Nature 
Museum, Frankfurt, 2022

 

Markus Zimmermann with Art Ash-
ram Race To Eternity,
Exhibition view: Roof of the Zuidplan 
shopping centre Rotterdam, 2023
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Ava Binta Giallo, installation view, Water‘s Skin, 2023,
soil, fired clay, different dimensions

Ava Binta Giallo, installation view, Water‘s Skin, 2023,
sand, clay, soil, fired clay, snail house, different dimensions


