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If I should die before I wake,

All my bone and sinew take

Put me in the compost pile

To decompose me for a while
Worms, water, sun, will have their way,
Returning me to common clay

All that I am will feed the trees

And little fishies in the seas.

When radishes and corn you munch,
You may be having me for lunch
And then excrete me with a grin,
Chortling, “There goes Lee again.”
Twill be my happiest destiny

To die and live eternally.

— Lee Hays
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Tomas Leth
Born 1981 in Denmark
Lives and works in Copenhagen

Danish artist Tomas Leth’s works combine delicacy and earthiness, surface and psycholo-
gy. Working primarily in oil pastels, his pieces are replete with earthy reds, royal blues, and
vermillion yellows. His wrought drawings use petal-like mark making to create dappled and
evocative, non-objective tableau.

Speaking about his work, he describes his process as lengthy and intuitive - working on mo-
tifs in layers over several months until he finds a clear image which balances chaos and sur-
prise in equal measures. Much like rust oxidising, or spores germinating, Leth’s work retains
a sense of movement and organic patterning: blooming, mutable, and intricately etched, they
read as biologically informed, taking on a prehistoric grandeur. Present too is an emphasis on
texture, tactility, and an oscillation between depth and surface, informed by the artist’s time
working with sculpture.

Quietly philosophical, at the heart of Leth’s work is a faith in alternate ways of seeing, and a
quiet cynicism about effects of a contemporary image economy on the psyche. His canvases
are bound with a desire to explore a mind-body dualism, and seek more authentic, anti-pic-
torial ways of encountering the world. Much like the metaphysical poets, and later, the post
structuralist philosophers, Leth is particularly interested in the ways we encounter, negotiate,
and perceive reality, taking renewed interest in mediaeval and mystical ways of seeing over
contemporary, modern vision. His work is the result of an active and ongoing project that
seeks to ‘tear holes’ in perception, taking advantage of gaps, slippages and flux to make room
for the unknown. He feels his way towards motifs that renegotiate space.

The artist gains imaginative inspiration from the Impressionists, and in particular the impres-
sionist ‘eye’: their interest in the passage of time, their mutable canvases, and their fondness
for soft, radiant lightscapes. Shoring darkness and rejuvenation against one another, Leth’s
works create sublime, intricate, nebulous drawings.
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Tomas Leth
Possession Key / Ancient Bloodstreams, 2024
oil and pastel on canvas
122 x 129 cm
(ADZTLO049)



ADZ Gallery | Lisboa, Portugal | +351 932 989 202



Tomas Leth
Possession Key / Ancient Bloodstreams, 2024
oil and pastel on canvas
122 x 129 cm
(ADZTLO049)






ADZ Gallery | Lisboa, Portugal | +351 932 989 202






Tomas Leth
Bog Child, 2024
oil and pastel on canvas
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(ADZTLO052)



ADZ Gallery | Lisboa, Portugal | +351 932 989 202



Tomas Leth
Untitled, 2024
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