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With her performative works, Esther Strauß radically intervenes in the ABCs of conventionalized 
gestures. The artist proposes unfamiliar practices around death, birth and life, including the sense of 
touch and bodily fluids. Other works raise major ethical and political questions in unexpected and auto-
confrontational ways. 
 
What is the state of the political, institutional and familial discussion about perpetrators in Austria and 
Tyrol? How do people cope with their own Nazi background? Where is this concealed and forgotten as 
a means of self-protection? And where is it weaponized against others? How can the children’s children 
of perpetrators commemorate people who became victims of atrocities committed by their direct 
ancestors, without victimizing them anew? What responsibility do these children’s children bear in our 
times of new fascisms? The work of Esther Strauß rejects a moral didacticism that situates evil in others 
while being all too sure of its own rituals. Here, responsibility instead means to seek out and confront 
one’s own blind spots in a relentless, unprotected and permanent manner. 
 
Kindeskinder (Children’s Children), Esther Strauß’ first large institutional solo show, presents older groups 
of work along with many new performance-based installations, sculptures and photographs the artist 
created specifically for the exhibition. 
 
Curated by Nina Tabassomi  
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ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder, exhibition view,  
TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol, 2024 
Esther Strauß, Opa, 2015 
Esther Strauß, Kindeskinder, 2024 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  

ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder, exhibition view,  
TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol, 2024 
Esther Strauß, l’inconnue, 2024 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Esther Strauß, Sonntags-Rundschau Nr. 50a, 16. Dezember 2007, 
S. 31, 2007 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

Esther Strauß 
l’inconnue, 2024 
Wig made from the artist’s hair 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

 



 

Esther Strauß 
Schweiß, Blut, Urin, Milch, Kot, 2024 
Birth dress made of cotton fabric with plain weave  
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  

Esther Strauß 
Schweiß, Blut, Urin, Milch, Kot (detail), 2024 
Birth dress made of cotton fabric with plain weave  
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  

Esther Strauß 
2024 – 2034, 2024 
Performative drawings, 32,5 x 42,5 cm each 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  

Esther Strauß 
2024 – 2034 (detail), 2024 
Performative drawings, 32,5 x 42,5 cm each 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder, exhibition view,  
TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol, 2024 
Esther Strauß, Marie Blum, 2020 
Marie Blum, Esther Strauß, 2021 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

Marie Blum, Esther Strauß 
Privilegien, 2020 – 2024 
White hair of the artist, tied with a brown hair 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  



 
Esther Strauß 
Wir, 2024 
Six photographs on Hahnemühle Ultrasmooth, framed,  
dimensions variable 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  

Marie Blum 
Oma (detail), 2020 
82 diaries, dimensions variable 
Courtesy the artist 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder, exhibition view,  
TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol, 2024. Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

Esther Strauß 
die Rückgabe, 2024 
Steel nail 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

Esther Strauß 
Leutnant Strauss, 2021 
Book 
Courtesy the artist 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder, exhibition view,  
TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol, 2024. Photo: Günter Kresser 

 

Esther Strauß 
Willst du es wissen?, 2024 
Pallet with request for use forms German Federal Archives 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser 
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Esther Strauß 
You show me yours, I’ll show you mine, 2024 
Text installation 
Commissioned by TAXISPALAIS Kunsthalle Tirol for 
ESTHER STRAUß Kindeskinder 
Courtesy the artist 
Photo: Günter Kresser  
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