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We are pleased to present "Shake Hands," a dual exhibition by Maki Ishii and Keiji Ishida, at parcel. This exhibition
serves as a space where artists from diverse contexts and techniques encounter each other, fostering visual
resonance and dialogue.

Based in Berlin, Maki Ishii approaches the uncertainty of identity and the role of media from a critical perspective,
using video and installations to explore the relationships between humans and "others" around them. Her work
incorporates an experimental approach to include perspectives from "non-human" entities such as animals and
natural environments, with her collaboration with an animal communicator being a significant part of her creative
process. This exhibition features issues 3 and 4 of her magazine, 3.3333333....x3, presenting works centered
around the animals and trees of Berlin’s zoos and forests. By moving beyond anthropocentrism, Ishii’s work invites
viewers to reconsider everyday acts of observation. This series of works reexamines the socially and culturally
constructed frameworks of identity, communication, and consumer society, drawing attention to the presence of
unfamiliar entities that lie beyond our typical perceptions.

On the other hand, Keiji Ishida, based in Hiroshima, begins with widely shared narrative forms found in publications
like fairy tales and picture books, pursuing universal themes that transcend individual experience and time periods.
His paintings are grounded in meticulous research, featuring a fantasy-like quality reminiscent of fairy tales while
also incorporating anonymous illustrations and symbols from different eras. These create the sense of time crossing
within the static world of his canvas. Ishida’s surreal landscapes blur the boundaries between reality and fantasy,
encouraging viewers to rethink notions of temporality and spatiality. His work brings together narratives from
various times and genres, constructing an inner space within the painting where stories from different ages intersect.

In this exhibition, the works of Ishii and Ishida resonate unexpectedly through their different forms of expression,
exploring perspectives from "other worlds" and creating dialogues that go beyond initial intentions. Both artists
converge on the themes of “narrative” and “otherness,” offering viewers not just aesthetic beauty but an opportunity
to challenge the frameworks of the surrounding world itself. Their resonance reflects an openness to new
perceptual possibilities through static mediums like painting and documentation in magazines.

In this exhibition space where perspectives across different times and narratives intersect, we are invited to re-
examine the boundaries of our own understanding and to rediscover the fundamental significance of art in the
contemporary world.

— X Dave Beech (7 —7 4 & k/EMZTHRER)
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Maki Ishii and Keiji Ishida do not share the same style, technique, materials, subject matter or approach. The
differences are more numerous than their commonalities but what they have in common seems to me to be more
important. A few months before the exhibition is installed, as | write these words, | imagine that their artworks meet
in the same space for the first time not like goods in a warehouse, brought together spatially and economically but
with no other discernible relation. | imagine that they sing together, talk to each other, teach things to each other,
shake hands. Seen together, these two bodies of work produce a new unity, a whole to which neither of them knew
they belonged beforehand.

My imagination is spurred on by looking at the works separately and noticing something about their qualities.
Sometimes | don’t quite know what these qualities are but | sense them and start a little investigation into what I've
seen. These are not exactly shared qualities. It is not that they exist in both sets of work in the same way and we
can identify them like a species of plant that appears in different locations. They are more abstract than that. The
best way | can think of describing the commonality between these two very different artists is that they share certain
values or that they are intrigued by similar enigmas.

It is not so much that both artists are storytellers or fall for the charm of folklore or nursery rhymes but that they
share a fascination with half-understood glimpses of events that belong to an unknown narrative. Like dreams and
spells or religious visions, they place figures and objects in familiar settings that nevertheless do not follow the
rules of physics, the laws of history or the scripts of social convention. The mini worlds they create are not made
of tarmac and glass. These works are built out of whatever it is that mediates between sense and nonsense, life
and the dream, purpose and chance, the made and the found.

Text by Dave Beech (Artist/Writer)
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Maki Ishii "3.333333333.....x3 Tree in . .
Potsdam” 2024, Paper, 21 x 29 cm oil pastel and oil on canvas, 134 x 180 x 4 cm
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About the Artists

BHMHEE | Maki Ishii

https://www.maki-ishii.com/
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Currently based in Berlin.

Graduated from Chelsea College of Art and Design, Department of Fine
Art, University of the Arts London in 2009, and completed her studies at
the Stadelschule for Fine art, Frankfurt in 2015.

F 4 AR | Selected solo exhibitions

2024 WHAT YOU DON'T NEED IS MY TREASURE, Capsule Gallery,
Tokyo

2024 , The Tip , Frankfurt am Main

2024 Miyageya Jinsei - le souvenir de la vie-,clinic , Tokyo

2019 Broken Blossoms, CASE Space Revolution, Bangkok

2019 Video of the Month at das Weiss Haus, Vienna

2019 Epilogue, The Tip Bangkok at Tentacles, Bangkok

FE5J)L—T & | Selected group exhibitions

2024 Shake Hands, parcel, Tokyo
2024 HAFHZEZE, Misa-Shin Gallery, Tokyo

2023 Exhibition and screening at Media workshop, Kunstquartier Brthanien, Berlin

2021 When you’re calmer, the wrong biennale

2021 The Forage, Moabit, Berlin

2021 JONAS HOSCHL - MAKI ISHII - BORJANA VENTZISLAVOVA at Kunstverein Baden
2018 Silver Spoon, The Tip, Bangkok

2018 VOCA, Ueno Royal Museum,Tokyo

®E¥S/L 7> A | Scholarship/Residency

2015 Overseas Study Program for Artists, Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japanese Government
2015 Residency, Tokyo Wonder site Berlin at Kunstraum Bethanien/Kreuzberg
2014 Grant Recipient POLA ART FOUNDATION, Japan
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AHEEM | Keiji Ishida

https://www.keijiishida.com/keijiishida
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Currently based in Hiroshima.

Born 1975 in Chiba, Japan

Graduated from Chelsea College of Art and Design, Department of Fine
Art, University of the Arts London in 2009, and completed his studies at
the Royal College of Art, London in 2013.

E& @R | Selected solo exhibitions

2024 A, Capsule Gallery, Tokyo

How would you like your eggs?, Gallery Kyoto Tsutayabooks, Kyoto
2023 Short Stories Frog Song, Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
2021 FLOW, Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
2015 Wings, Paws and Claws, Daiwa Foundation, London

FE5J)L—T & | Selected group exhibitions

2024 Shake Hands, parcel, Tokyo
Taipei Dangdai, Taipei
2023 ART TAIPEI, Taipei
KIAF Seoul, Seoul
2022 Sen, Art Front Gallery, Tokyo
GINZA COLLECTOR'S CLUB, Ginza Six, Tokyo
2021 Spiral Xmas Market 2021, Aoyama Spriral, Tokyo
2015 Plus Ultra 2015, Aoyama Spriral, Tokyo
2013 ArtWorks Open 2013, ArtWorks Project Space, London
Art Scoop, The Phillips Gallery, London

Awards | ¥ & B

2012 Lucy Halford Bursary
2008 The Brenda Landon Pye Portrait Prize - Shortlisted Finalist
2007 The Brenda Landon Pye Portrait Prize - Winner
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PARCEL opened its doors in June 2019 in the East side of Tokyo Japan. In its distinctive space, a former parking
lot in a hotel, PARCEL aims to create a program that transcends various cultures with its focus centered on
contemporary art, introducing a wide range of artists from both Japan and abroad. Taku Sato, who has been in
the gallery business in Tokyo for many years, is the current gallery director, alongside with Sakie Takasu, a
member of the art collective SIDE CORE, as the program advisor. In February 2022, “parcel” opened as an annex
on the second floor of a gallery complex located behind PARCEL. Through both spaces, PARCEL/parcel aims to
send out multifaceted messages which rise in such an era, while creating a list of exhibitions and events which
portray the characteristics of the gallery. A combination of a commercial gallery and a project space.
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