PARCEL

DDD hotel 1F,

2-21
Nihonbashi-Bakurocho,
Chuo-ku, Tokyo

parcel

Maruka bldg 2F,

2-2-14
Nihonbashi-Bakurocho,
Chuo-ku, Tokyo

PRESS RELEASE
A Group Exhibition:

Competitive Meditation

Xu Zhen | RE
Lu Pingyuan | B3R
Li Hanwei | X B

n
S
pali' ¢
-
N
w
£

November 23, 2024 - January 12, 2025

ung Z L' LSZOZ

F—T7=v - Lt arv 11 B 22 B(£) 18:00-21:00
Opening reception: November 22 Fri 6:00 - 9:00 pm

Venue: PARCEL

HREAPRX HABERET 2-2-1 DDD HOTEL 1F

DDD HOTEL 1F, 2-2-1 Nihonbashi-Bakurocho, Chuo-ku,
Tokyo, Japan

A - A - BLBKRH/ Closed: Mon, Tue, National Holidays
Press images / BREND X7 >0 — K .
https://xfs.jp/FKtkVM

[English follows]

ZOE, PARCEL TdHREZERZXTEZT7—T AR FOBRE (a—-Vxv) &, BHEET 2 Madeln Gallery (X4 F 4
YeXvyIU—) ICHETAEFR (W—-bEra7y) | FTER (V—-nrUzA) ZRRITL-TREREVNLE
ERR

Madeln Gallery |& 2014 FEICZIE N, [EWMOXICH T2 EBORIEEEZERT Z] L WHELWEZDHE, 7—F - N
—EALPTY—X - A VIR EERNASE TEREEARITTUVWET,

[Competitive Meditation] . F%4b b [FHEENLHER] IREOERFIEOBBTEONIZEETT, EAABLEZFRY b
MOWRT — bt &Z— [Jebum-gang Art Center] TRMESNHOBEDKRETIE, BUAARZE% 6 L ICHAOHEE%
BHELYY —XPBRENE L, BEIIRTHREBICHE - RBEATHY . BAMLOFTE/ALEIT. LA TE
BT A—=2arveno8A4F v o BBERICRBELTEZ L., ER2BRCPEOEMAULEEBN, 7—T 4 X bIC
S o THEMA [BoR] oRiICHoONTVWET, FRIF. 0V E2BLTEMEZBALASAREEZ2MBET 2O Y
35, CLABRADEEDOFRTEICFEL CVAAKREHAFEZEFRI LV EVLWET, FRH OBRRHEENE % bk
L. BICHhBNAZEREZRLAENS, @ArARHITE20TIEARL, BICIZESHHHORREARZZLLFEDARVEIICRX
9,

BE S, MOMEFRKITOWTIL : contact@parceltokyo.jp H2Y : /MK / FHH
For further information on the exhibition please contact us at : contact@parceltokyo.jp ATTN: Kobayashi / Tanaka

2024 £ 11 B 23 B (£) -2025%F1 8121 (H)


mailto:contact@parceltokyo.jp
mailto:contact@parceltokyo.jp
https://xfs.jp/FKtkVM

PARCEL parcel

DDD hotel 1F, Maruka bldg 2F,

2-21 2-2-14
Nihonbashi-Bakurocho, Nihonbashi-Bakurocho,
Chuo-ku, Tokyo Chuo-ku, Tokyo

WE Q024 F 11 AKR) . AYERs— -2y Z—TOIL—T7RICESML TVWAEFRIL, 2012FErb74 0 av%
HICAEEEB AT CULWE T, [Bestof the Best Draw] > U —XTld. ATHgEEF/-RAT74H0F—& LTIRA. [4#]
ELT, AL ICESHEVEYEPCGRNAMELRITIT, F-REG0BEAMEERSEET, £/, L2 BM®T 572
HOREGHEOYIVISEEEBREL, Ao (] 2EAHLTVWET, ACIELOOBRLMLDEE#E, TOYEEH
WTEXLAEN, BIEZ0 [BHAEPATRARA] TAICBEOAETCERAZAWVWET, [Lingua Playful (SE®EWY) | &
=Tk, ANBFOSEABREAL. SBEEDEOLSIICRBLTWET, [REAZET] L0 PEOGEHENLKEED
BEERAV. 2FEORNRERRT 2 LAKIC. SEOBEIBVRAMOBHHRHML TLET,

FERHIE, T/ AP —FFIRATATERZ, TN EDLSICAABOME, 3322 —vay, TATYTATA
DOBREICNAL, SSHICEBT 214 EREBLTERRLET, 5 PARCEL TERT % [Witness (BEH) | ¥ U —XD
FEICBEWT, F ATy YT BRI, CGLYXY Yo 3DFU Y baE BEATLITY XLITKET 5 EHRLE
BfaREL, ABEEHOBERBIETETERICARIBREAFERLET, —RERICEX 2 INo0EMICH, EERICIE
%D BFONBVHN] A"EELTEY., ZNHPREEAPBAERL TWAXT A TEREORRIEFEFTIMTWEZ L%
EEEICHAA—VESHWTT,

e, TNV —TRTIE., ROBRFFEZELINTOERDY. BEATONREERY £7, IREZ DL 0OXRENLMEED
EULBEITA2XTATICE > TRIIONZBRARICBNT, KEH, YVYia, #E, 2D £ 3D DT RLT ) > bR EDER
ZBL T, BENDD [RENE] 27— ERIGSETVET,

FARKRIIEH 60 FFNICISEFEVWTCLE LA, [BREIROER, TELOHE, BMRIXTHLEBYBERTIE. ABDA
BRAEIZE) LTHHRU T ZELNTER, ARZIDFETIHLBT LT 2L, BEVWCABMEROKREICBENZ £1
T LY FErhne, BHIEET 2, 1!

BRIZ, OED2ORELMETIIARLL, BALICHBEEIN-HABRBMBEICEALTWEY, FRLERLH. ROPTEZERKD
LNEEITTHEY, R BIEVW D LAZEMAZTECRBCHIUIMEZRONZTIOTHDEILEENDDOHY £T,
[Competitive Meditation] OEXR%#SEIOEZEZELTCHVWEL, BH9BEAROHDET EoNTICHRI ZEE#HBFLTY
9,

MW (FzL—%—)

[ENG]

We are pleased to announce that PARCEL will host a group exhibition featuring one of the most popular Chinese artists, Xu
Zhen. Lu Pingyuan and Li Hanwei will also be featured, both represented by Madeln Gallery, a gallery under Xu Zhen's
leadership.

Madeln Gallery was established in 2014, under Xu’'s ambitious philosophy of "always looking into the no-limit possibilities
in art and culture." The gallery has become a significant part of international stages, also showing at Art Basel and Frieze
Los Angeles recently.

"Competitive Meditation" is a phrase that appeared in Xu Zhen's latest series of Zen Paintings. In his solo exhibition, recently
held at Jebum-gang Art Center, Tibet’s first contemporary art institution, Xu’s work culminated in a series of pieces drawing
upon the traditions of Japanese Zen painting, layered with political cartoons. Originating in the late Song-Yuan period and
evolving significantly within Japanese culture, Zen painting later turned into more dynamic forms, such as manga and
animation nowadays. Xu's practice encapsulates this complex cultural lineage, distilling it into seemingly simple yet
profound “enlightenment.” Through this concept, the artist does not intend to evoke a grand significance beyond art itself
but rather aims to make us aware of the fundamental presence that is always part of our lives. By stripping his work of overt
mythological weight, Xu maintains a dispassionate, middle-ground stance, even suggesting a willingness to become the
subject of critique rather than simply acting as the critic.

Currently (as of November 2024), Lu Pingyuan is also participating in a group show at the Centre Pompidou. Since 2012, Lu
has been building a body of work that operates at the intersection of fiction and reality. In his “Best of the Best Draw” series,

TsaRAH TEGEMR B KADOKAWA, 2017, p103.
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Lu approaches artificial intelligence as a new ideological construct, casting Al as a “god” to whom he presents his own
narratives and traditional mythologies, prompting the generation of new mythic figures. By employing traditional Chinese
paper-cutting techniques—historically used to invoke deities—he materializes these “gods” from the paper again. In
engaging with the long-standing practice of depicting divine figures, Lu critiques yet simultaneously reclaims this “futile but
essential” human act. His “Lingua Playful” series offers a visualization of human language, treating it as a living organism.
Employing the traditional Chinese ink painting technique of "leaving space," Lu not only represents dialogue but also the
vast, unspoken territories that lie beyond language’s reach.

Li Hanwei’s work, by contrast, examines how emerging technologies intervene in and increasingly dictate our perception,
modes of communication, and construction of identity. In his new works from the "Witness" series, first on display at PARCEL,
Li employs cutting-edge information processing technologies, including Al mapping, fingerprint recognition, CG rendering,
and 3D printing. These works investigate the increasingly indistinct boundary between human and machine. Despite the
apparent freedoms these technologies seem to offer, they are, in fact, subject to numerous “inevitable constraints"—a
condition Li deftly parallels with the highly mediated nature of our everyday environments. Li’'s work always shows viewers
to reflect on how these limitations permeate even the most ostensibly liberating technologies.

This exhibition will mark the first public showing of Xu Zhen’s latest works in Japan, along with all the other featured pieces.
In an age when painting/drawing is confronted by the ever-evolving media that challenges its original validation, this
exhibition explores the thematic tension between certainty and ambiguity across various mediums, from ink painting and
paper-cutting to Zen painting, and both 2D and 3D digital prints.

Over 60 years ago, D.T. Suzuki wrote, “In the mechanistic worldview, an industrialized society, and a conceptualist-driven
realm of thought, the creative instincts of humanity are stifled. Should we continue on this path, | believe we will inexorably
be driven toward the tragic fate of mutual annihilation.”

In our contemporary moment, we are not confronted by a single overwhelming crisis but by a multitude of diffuse, dispersed
problems. Artists and their works are continually asked to provide solutions, all while we risk forgetting that art, first and
foremost, must preserve its autonomy and self-awareness. This exhibition challenges us to reconsider the concept of
"Competitive Meditation," offering an opportunity to reflect on both the artworks and ourselves within this context.

Jin Qiuyu - Curator
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Artist, Curator, Madeln Company Founder. Born in 1977, and lives and works in Shanghai.

Xu Zhen has been considered as an iconic figure in Chinese contemporary art. In 2004, Xu won the prize for
‘Best Artist’ at the Chinese Contemporary Art Award. His practice covers various media such as installations,
video, painting and performance, etc.

Selected Solo Exhibitions
2024 Ecosystem as Medium, Museum of Contemporary Art and Planning Exhibition, Shenzhen, China
2021 Two Taels of Cuteness, One Catty of Greatness, Madeln Gallery, Shanghai, China
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2020 XU ZHEN ©: ETERNITY VS EVOLUTION, National Gallery of Australia, Parkes, Canberra, Australia

2019 Xu Zhen: In Just a Blink of an Eye, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA; Galerie Perrotin,
Hong Kong

2018  Xu Zhen, Galerie Perrotin, Seoul, South Korea

Selected Collections

Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, USA

Centre Pompidou, Paris, France

Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris, France

Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA, USA

M-+ Museum, Hong Kong

Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, USA
Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane, Australia
Rubell Family Collection, Miami, Florida, USA
Tate Modern, London, UK
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Lu Pingyuan was born in 1984 in Zhejiang province, China, lives and works in Shanghai. Spanning text,
installation, painting, and sculpture, his works are imbued with narrative and metaphor. Drawing inspiration
from art history, classic literature, popular culture, and personal experience, the artist builds a gigantic world
of fantasy homologous with reality to reveal the spiritual predicament of contemporary human beings and
rediscover the potential for spiritual connection between people and the universe. His works have been
exhibited extensively in both national and international museums and biennales.

Selected Solo Exhibitions
2024 Best of the Best Draws, He Art Museum, Foshan, China

2024 Semi-Auto Wandering Gods, Madeln Gallery, Shanghai, China
2023 Untitled (Artist), Humarish Club, Macao, China

Selected Group Exhibitions
2024 Poetry by the Barbarian, ASE Foundation, Shanghai, China

2024 Launching a New Era--Body and Language as Manifesto, YUAN Art Museum, Beijing, China
2023 Crossing the River by Feeling the Collectors, C'PARK Haisu, Shanghai, China
2023 2023 Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu Art Museum, Chengdu, China
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Born in Xuzhou, Jiangsu province in 1994, Li Hanwei graduated from the Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts in
2018, and currently lives and works in Shanghai. Li’s practice is based on adapting forms of commercial
advertisements and films as metaphors. Through the study of communication methods, the artist uses CG
images to establish a worldview in the fictional world where counterfeit of the real world and science-fiction
coexist, as a way to present the intersection of contemporary cultural forms and individual identities. Li was
nominated for “Dior Photography and Visual Arts Award for Young Talents” in 2020 and for “ART POWER
100 YOUTH POWER” in 2019. He was awarded as “PORSCHE Young Chinese Artist of the Year” in 2023.

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2024 Just Drifl It/, HOW Art Museum, Shanghai, China

2022 New Painting, Madeln Gallery, Shanghai, China

2022 New Communication, chi K11 art museum, Shanghai, China
2019 Liquid Health, Goethe Open Space, Shanghai, China

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023 Smart Order, 69 Art Campus, Beijing, China

2023 Demonstration.: The Art of Decision-Making Techniques, Fosun Foundation, Shanghai, China
2023 Messengers, Surplus Space, Wuhan, China

2023 Unknown Pleasures, Soul Art Center, Beijing, China

2

Lu Pingyuan, Lingua Playful-Tea, 2021,

Li Hanwei, /mpossible to Concentrate Just as Smoke,
2024, Polylactic acid, carbon fiber, cloth UV printing,
stainless steel, plastic, 65 x 112 cm

Ink and acrylic on acid-free paper,
78.7 x 109.2 cm

Xu Zhen, Every challenge is an
opportunity for salvation., 2024
Ink on paper, hanging scroll
83 x 69 cm (without scroll)
202 x 91 cm (with scroll)
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Madeln Gallery was established in 2014 in Shanghai by the contemporary art creation and curating platform
Madeln Company, a corporation founded by international influential artist Xu Zhen.

Madeln Gallery is dedicated to the promotion of outstanding artists and projects, spurring the development of
contemporary culture and international exchanges. Since its creation, the gallery has organized numerous
curated, high-quality solo and group exhibitions of both emerging and established artists, becoming a unique
and important art platform. Madeln Gallery excels in discovering and accompanying young talented artists in
their career, as well as actively participating among international dialogues, in the Chinese and international

contemporary art scene.

About our gallery : www.parceltokyo.jp
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PARCEL opened its doors in June 2019 in the East side of Tokyo Japan. In its distinctive space, a former
parking lot in a hotel, PARCEL aims to create a program that transcends various cultures with its focus
centered on contemporary art, introducing a wide range of artists from both Japan and abroad. Taku Sato, who
has been in the gallery business in Tokyo for many years, is the current gallery director, alongside with Sakie
Takasu, a member of the art collective SIDE CORE, as the program advisor. In February 2022, “parcel” opened
as an annex on the second floor of a gallery complex located behind PARCEL. Through both spaces,
PARCEL/parcel aims to send out multifaceted messages which rise in such an era, while creating a list of
exhibitions and events which portray the characteristics of the gallery. A combination of a commercial gallery

and a project space.
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