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Introduction of Daitokuji-OUBAI-IN (English)

The Rinzai Sect's Main Temple, Daitoku-ji, was founded in the first year of Gen'o
(1319) at the end of the Kamakura period by National Teacher Daité. Since then,
Daitoku-ji has had a deep connection with political power, being particularly revered
by warlords during the Sengoku period. Its reputation has fluctuated depending on
the ruling authorities of the time. Furthermore, Daitoku-ji has produced many
distinguished monks throughout its history, and its strong ties to the culture of tea

have left a lasting influence on Japanese culture.

Among them, the temple Obai-in, a sub-temple of Daitoku-ji, was founded in 1562
(Eiroku 5) to pray for the soul of Shogun Oda Nobunaga's father. The main hall of
Obai-in features a famous ink painting, The Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove by
Unkoku To6gan, and its kitchen and Karamon gate are designated as Important
Cultural Properties.

The temple gardens include the Hatotei Garden, and the Jikichutei Garden, said to
have been designed by Sen no Rikyi (1522-1591) at the request of ShogunToyotomi
Hideyoshi. Additionally, it features Sakumuken, a tea room in the style favored by
Takeno J60, the teacher of Sen no Rikyu.

The 20th Head Priest of Obai-in, Taigen Kobayashi, is not only widely respected as
a religious leader in Japan but has also provided deep spiritual guidance to believers
for many years as a living embodiment of Buddhist philosophy through his teachings

and service.

Biography of Taigen Kobayashi:

Kobayashi was born in 1938 (Showa 13) in Fengtian (present-day Shenyang, China).
He graduated from Hanazono University in 1961 and subsequently underwent
rigorous training at the Shokoku-ji Monastery under Otsu Rekido. In 1975 , he was
appointed as the 20th head priest of Obai-in, a sub-temple of Daitoku-ji, a position
he continues to hold to this day.



