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RADU COMGA: INTER-VERSIONS

December 26, 2024 — February 22, 2025

The practice of Radu Comsa (*1975, Sibiu, Romania;
lives and works in Cluj-Napoca, Romania) employs ever-
expansive parameters of painting. His works feature
diverse materials such as concrete, paper, fabric, wood,
plastic, and metal which are based on the conclusion that
painting — namely, compositions of colored shapes — is
all around us. This is the case when we set up a table for
dinner; we choose curtains and carpets for our homes;
when we hang our laundry; and when we see how the
buildings are painted on our city’s street lines. Another
element deeply embedded in his practice is playfulness,
which is also the guiding principle of his project for
CCA Tel Aviv-Yafo.

For his solo exhibition at the Center, rather than merely
presenting his artworks as stand-alone pieces, Comsa also
set out to create objects — between artworks, apparatuses,
and display devices — that respond to works by fellow
artists. The artists — Joav BarEl, Avner Ben-Gal, Michael
Gross, Florin Maxa, Claude Rutault, and Xanti Schawinsky —
have been selected by the artist with the exhibition curator.
Entitled “Inter-Versions,” this project spotlights painting
as a language that could be understood as constituted on

191-21AN N
Bb-canl J5
Tel Aviv-Yafo

< CCA:

The Geanina and
Tudor Grecu Collection

production rather than necessarily originating in the studio.
In line with this perspective, several features of Comsa’s
pieces in the exhibition were outsourced and produced by
artisans working in either Romania or Israel.

The exhibition’s guiding structure is that of the diptych -
a term deeply associated with the history of painting —
and its multiple cultural versions such as the duet, the
dialogue, the duo, and the pair. Whether through works
that have two elements or are conceived as pairs, through
the dialogue among the artist and the curator — a duo of
sorts — or through juxtapositions between an artwork and
its apparatus, the exhibition recontextualizes the myth
of the solitary painter and his or her unitary creations.
Instead, it presents a process that is open-ended,
collaborative, and dialectical at heart.

“Radu Comsa: Inter-Versions” is curated by Nicola Trezzi
in close dialogue with the artist. The exhibition is
supported by the Geanina and Tudor Grecu Collection,
IL.Collection, Fondation Pluriel pour LArt Contemporain,
Fondation du Judaisme Francais, and the Romanian
Cultural Institute in Tel Aviv. Hospitality provided by
Outset Contemporary Art Fund.
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Radu Comsa: inter-versions

With works by Joav BarEl, Avner Ben-Gal, Michael Gross, Florin Maxa,
Claude Rutault, Xanti Schawinsky; curated by Nicola Trezzi

10.

Claude Rutault, Peinture sur toile contenue dans un coffret,
2002. Acrylic paint on canvas, 24%x14 cm.
Collection of Dr. Philippe Cohen, Herzliya.

Radu Comsa, Physical Compositing, 2024.
Sunglasses with lens for the correction of
dyschromatopsia, variable dimensions.

Avner Ben-Gal, Untitled, 2019.
Silkscreen on gesso-primed canvases, 179x134 cm.
Courtesy of Yael Bergstein and Aspis Art, Tel Aviv.

Avner Ben-Gal, Untitled, 2019.
Silkscreen on gesso-primed canvases, 179%128 cm.
Courtesy of Yael Bergstein and Aspis Art, Tel Aviv.

Radu Comsa, Griffonnage, 2017.
Acrylic markers on wood sticks, 30%x28x17 cm.

Radu Comsa, Seethrough, 2024.
Transparent colored stickers, site specific.

Xanti Schawinsky, Sphera (Sp 86), 1969.

Airbrushed acrylic on gauze and canvas, two clear
plexiglas brackets stamped on both sides, 122x122x8.5 cm.
Private collection, Tel Aviv.

Radu Comsa, Elements, 2010.
Qil on linen mounted on plywood, & 18 cm.

Radu Comsa, Transcript [after Xanti Schawinsky], 2024.
Layered tulle nettings, 66.7x66.7x8 cm.

Michael Gross, Stool, 1979. Pencil on paper, 100x70 cm.
Courtesy of Dvir Gallery, Tel Aviv / Brussels / Paris.
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Michael Gross, Stool, 1979. Pencil on paper, 100x70 cm.
Courtesy of Dvir Gallery, Tel Aviv / Brussels / Paris.

Radu Comsa, Diametric Abstraction A, 2024. Traditional
Romanian wool carpet, wool pigments, 260%175 cm.

Radu Comsa, Diametric Abstraction B, 2024. Traditional
Romanian wool carpet, wool pigments, 260%175 cm.

Joav BarEl, Yin-Yang, 1969. Acrylic on canvas, 102x81cm.
Private collection, Tel Aviv.

Joav BarEl, Event on the Playground, 1969.
Acrylic on canvas, 100x81 cm. Private collection, Tel Aviv.

Radu Comsa, Transmuted Painting [after Joav BarEl],
2024. Hand dyed cotton fabric, site specific.

Florin Maxa, Round Painting-Object, 1967/2014.
Polyurethane paint on MDF, 41.5x47x7 cm (each).
Collection of Radu Comsa, Cluj-Napoca.

Radu Comsa, Transmuted Form, 2024.
Powder coated aluminum, 80x40x40 cm (each).

Radu Comsa, Transmuted Painting (diptych), 2024.
Towel, textile pigments and acrylic dispersion on cotton
canvas, 41.2x66.7x8.5 cm.

Radu Comsa, Free-floating ideas [CMYK soak], 2024.
Cotton fabric, textile pigments, plastic buckets, site specific.

All works by Radu Comsa are courtesy of the artist

and Sabot, Cluj-Napoca.
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