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RUSSELL MAURICE (UK) 16/03/2025 - 06/04/2025



RUSSELL MAURICE (B. 1975 IN NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, UK) PRESENTS
HIS THIRD SOLO EXHIBITION THE KEY RING OR | PITY INANIMATE OBJECTS
(2) AT RUTTKOWSKI;68 IN PARIS.

THROUGHOUT THIS BODY OF WORK, MAURICE EXPLORES THE TENSION
BETWEEN SPONTANEITY AND CONTEMPLATION, IMMEDIACY AND
SUSPENSION. DRAWING FROM HIS PAST, ADEEP-ROOTED CONNECTION
TO GRAFFITI DRIVES THE IMMEDIACY, SEEKING TO INFUSE THESE
PAINTINGS WITH A SENSE OF RAW, UNFILTERED ENERGY—EMBRACING
CHAOS AS AN ESSENTIAL FORCE IN BOTH ART AND LIFE. AT THE SAME
TIME, HE INTRODUCES A KIND OF PAUSE, A MOMENT OF STILLNESS, AS IF
CAPTURING MOTION IN LIQUID OR OBSERVING IT IN SLOW MOTION.

THEMATICALLY, THE EXHIBITION DELVES INTO CONSCIOUSNESS AND ITS
ORIGINS, QUESTIONING WHETHER IT IS AN EXCLUSIVE TRAIT OF SENTIENT
BEINGS OR AN INTRINSIC QUALITY OF ALL MATTER. REFERENCING THE
ANIMIST PRINCIPLES OF SHINTO, MAURICE CONSIDERS A WORLD WHERE
SPIRIT RESIDES IN EVERYTHING—PLANT, ANIMAL AND OBJECT. WHERE
DOES CONSCIOUSNESS EXIST? IN SOLIDITY, MATTER OR THE SPACE IN
BETWEEN? DOES IT RETURN TO A COLLECTIVE STATE, BLENDING WITH
OTHERS BEFORE BEING REBORN, OR DOES IT SIMPLY CEASE AFTER
PASSING ‘THE THRESHOLD’? THESE SCIENTIFIC AND PHILOSOPHICAL
CONCEPTS BLUNTLY INTERTWINE THROUGHOUT THE WORKS.

THROUGH A VISUAL LANGUAGE THAT MERGES ABSTRACTION, ANIMATION,
COLLAGE AND CHAOS, THE KEY RING OR | PITY INANIMATE OBJECTS

(2) INVITES VIEWERS TO REFLECT ON THE NATURE OF EXISTENCE,
PERCEPTION, AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT EVEN THE INANIMATE MAY, IN
SOME WAY, BE ALIVE.

OPENING RECEPTION 15/03/2025 5-8PM
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