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Martina Simeti is pleased to announce Paolo Chiasera’s first exhibition at the gallery. The artist presents a
new body of work in which the human figure emerges through absences and traces, balancing intimacy and
transcendence.

At the entrance, three large canvases made of Armenian lava stone depict a sweatshirt and a pair of loafers,
personal garments captured at different times of the day. These everyday objects, seemingly just taken off
and abandoned, become silent relics, evoking human presence. The sweatshirt takes on a hidden anatomy,
while the positioning of the shoes recalls the archetypal forms of crucifixions.

The space transforms into a spiritual setting where offerings take unexpected forms: a strange egg holder,
filled to the brim, is turned into a ritual symbol. The chicken coop overlaps with the glory hole—two recurring
images in Chiasera’s recent work—prompting a reflection on the boundaries between protection and
exposure. An eye, the only visible element beyond the red velvet—painted with the lost cinnabar of Mount
Amiata—peers through a hole. The curtain thus becomes a veil of Maya, a threshold between reality and
illusion, between revelation and concealment.

In the lower room, Finestra (2025) offers a glimpse of nature, a space that both separates and connects. Like
in an aquarium, the viewer is simultaneously an observer and the observed, while nature appears to press
against the glass surface, as if hands were resting on it to peer beyond the water’s edge. The threshold thus
becomes an ambiguous filter, a symbol of transparency and distortion, purification and barrier.

Adjacent yet intrinsically connected, Shakti (2025) seems to condense the room’s energy into an act of
concentration.

This interplay of revelation and concealment returns in the canvases that conclude the exhibition, where
details and memories from art history refract on reflective polycarbonate surfaces. The image fragments and
recomposes itself, forcing the gaze to chase reflections that multiply and distort. These images filter history
and personal biography, weaving together traces of individual and collective memory.

In Chiasera’s work, the body never fully disappears. It survives in the marks it leaves, in the tension between
matter and myth, in the simplicity of an abandoned sweatshirt and a pair of shoes. The visible blends with
the invisible, and in this intersection, questions arise about what remains, what defines us, and what,
inevitably, dissolves.
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11 lavoro multidisciplinare di Paolo Chiasera comprende installazioni, video, pittura, performance,
architettura, curatela e scrittura. Questi mezzi si sovrappongono spesso nell'analisi e nella messa in scena di
miti collettivi, simboli culturali e icone. Attraverso molteplici narrazioni, l'artista ripercorre le interazioni tra
storia e potere, gruppi sociali e perdita di controllo. Da anni Chiasera affronta il complesso rapporto che lega
le persone ai loro modelli e alle loro tradizioni, come nel Tupac Project 2007, un monumento dedicato a
Tupac Amaru Shakur, il rapper delle Pantere Nere morto nel '96 a Las Vegas. Piu recentemente, mentre la
relazione tra il corpo e l'architettura ¢ rimasta centrale, la sua pratica si ¢ concentrata sul mezzo pittorico nel
suo campo allargato di apparizione e utilizzo.

Mostre personali di Paolo Chiasera presso istituzioni internazionali includono Museum of Contemporary
Art Sion, Museum d'Iserables, Museum de Lostschental, Museum Olsommer, Museum valaisan de la Vigne
et du Vin, Valais, Svizzera (2019), Villa Medici Roma, Italia (2016), Vleeshal Center for Contemporary Art,
Middelburg, Olanda (2014), MAN Museo Arte Nuoro, Nuoro, Italia (2014), SMAK Stedelijk Museum voor
Actuele Kunst, Gent, Belgio (2010), MARTa Herford, Germania (2009), MACRO, Museo Arte
Contemporanea Roma, Roma, Italia (2008), MAMBO, Museo d'Arte Moderna Bologna, Bologna Italia
(2006), GAM, Galleria Givica d'Arte Moderna Torino, Torino, Italia (2002). Chiasera vive e lavora a
Bologna, Italia.
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Paolo Chiasera’s multi-disciplinary work involves installation, video, painting, performance, architecture,
curating and writing. These mediums often overlap in Chiasera’s analysis and staging of collective myths,
cultural symbols and icons. Through manifold narratives the artist retraces the interactions between history
and power, social groups, and the loss of control. For years Chiasera has addressed the complex relationship
which connects people to their role models and traditions, as in the Tupac Project 2007, a monument
dedicated to Tupac Amaru Shakur, the Black Panther rapper who died in ‘96 in a Las Vegas. More recently,
while the relationship between the body and architecture has remained central, his practice has focused on
the medium of painting in its expanded field of appearance and use.

Solo presentations of Paolo Chiasera at international institutions include Museum of Contemporary Art
Sion, Museum d’Iserables, Museum de Lostschental, Museum Olsommer, Museum valaisan de la Vigne et
du Vin, Valais, Switzerland (2019), Villa Medici Rome, Italy (2016), Vleeshal Center for Contemporary Art,
Middelburg, The Netherlands (2014), MAN Museo Arte Nuoro, Nuoro, Italy (2014), SMAK Stedelijk
Museum voor Actuele Kunst, Gent, Belgium (2010), MARTa Herford, Germany (2009), MACRO, Museo
Arte Contemporanea Roma, Rome, Italy (2008), MAMBO, Museo d’Arte Moderna Bologna, Bologna Italy
(2006), GAM, Galleria Civica d’Arte Moderna Torino, Turin, Italy (2002). Chiasera lives and works in
Bologna, Italy.



