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Solo Show | Antoine Conde

YOU LEFT A MARK ON MY SCREEN

This memory has never left Antoine Conde’s mind.
As a child, in front of his old television set, if he had the
misfortune to press the pause button on the remote control,
he risked staring at the image on the cathode-ray screen
and leaving his mark there for several days. Ironically,
Antoine Conde has since gotten into the habit of pausing
series, pornographic films and reality TV programmes to
take screen captures, which he has since built up into a huge
digital library: the intensity of a look, the gracefulness of a
figure, the harmony of an object... From now on, the many
details that catch his eye will never leave him, meticulously
filed away in folders. ‘You left a mark on my screen’, he
seems to be saying to them with gratitude.

Today, these thousands of snapshots constitute the
raw material for his graphic works, which he is showcasing
in his first solo exhibition at the DS Galerie. Using Photoshop,
the artist interweaves them into poetic compositions, a
kind of collage that brings together a number of close-up
faces, bodies that are always fragmentary, elements of
everyday life and landscapes encountered during his digital
wanderings. But where the computer screen puts the body
at a distance, Antoine Conde embraces it again during the
hours spent carefully reproducing his collages by hand.
Screen becomes paper, paper becomes like skin. The image
suddenly comes to life.

When he comes face to face with paper, the artist
endows his visual poems with a new materiality and
sensuality. With his pencil, eraser and fingers, he recreates
effects of texture, relief and depth. Here, the muscles and
pubic hair of a male torso are transcribed as meticulously
as the petals of a daisy or the lace of a ribbon there. Halos of
light and drops of water beading on bare skin illuminate the
shades of grey with their dazzling whiteness. It’s almost as
if' you can touch these different surfaces, displayed head-on
on the sheet as if they were pressed up against a pane of
glass, in shots that are often very close to their subjects.

A graduate of the Arts Décoratifs and Beaux-
arts in Paris, Antoine Conde began his career as a video
director, developing a keen eye for editing, framing and
staging. Today, from the ultra-desirable bodies of vintage
gay porn to the views of a fantasised Beverly Hills seen
on “Real Housewives”, or the world famous face of Britney
Spears, the artist is particularly interested in these scenes
and archetypes of a popular visual culture that is often
denigrated, yet which he believes delivers some of the most
authentic and spontaneous expressions of our humanity. In
the works exhibited here, impudent looks, raw emotions
and the faces of ephebes on the verge of orgasm are now
mixed with more romantic symbols, inevitably evoking a
double erotic reading: lollipops, stars, pearl necklaces. And,
of course, knots appear as the common thread running
through this new body of work, as we can’t help but
observe the instinctive awakening of a collective memory,
unmistakably carnal.
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Invited artist | Antoine Conde

Antoine Conde was born in Corbeil-Essonnes in 1997. He lives and works in Paris. After studying for 5 years
at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs in Paris, he completed his studies at the Beaux-Arts de
Paris in Marie José Burki’s studio, graduating in June 2024.

His work have been shown at the FRAC Corsica for the group exhibition ‘Is Something Missing’, in Paris at
3537 for two group exhibitions, at Poush, at the Centre Pompidou during the exhibition ‘Mai 68 - Assemblée
Générale’ and at the Cité des Arts for Paris Photo. Her work was also on show at the Théatre des Expositions
during the group exhibition ‘Autohistorias’, curated by Skye Thomas, Tadeo Kohan and Louise Delalambellerie.

“DIGITAL ECHOES “CAN’T SPEAK - WHAT’S 8 “GLUE CANNOT FIX
OF US”, 2025 IN MY THROAT?, 2025 THE SOUL”, 2025
Graphite pencil on Arche Graphite pencil on paper, Graphite pencil on Arche
paper, lead-edged frame, steel and lead-edged frameb, paper, lead-edged frame,
21,5 x 17 cm. 152 X 112 cm. 37 X 28 cm.

“YOU LEFT A MARK ON 9 “EIGHT POINT FIVE
“STOP ENTERTAINING MY SCREEN”, 2024 GRAMS OF TEARS”, 2025
MEDIOCRITY?, 2025 Graphite pencil on Arche Graphite pencil on Arche
Graphite pencil on Arche paper, steel and lead- paper, lead-edged frame,
paper, steel and lead- edged frame, 112 X 82 cm. 37 x 28 cm.
edged frame, 112 X 152 cm.

“BUT LOTS OF 10  ‘JUST ONE LAST
“FINGERTIPS ON MY WHISPERS IN YOUR SPOONING AT THE
CHEST”, 2025 EAR”, 2025 CANDLE SHOP”, 2025

Graphite pencil on Arche
paper;, lead-edged frame,
24,5 X 27 cm.

Graphite pencil on paper,
lead-edged frame, 49 x 37
cm.

“TO THE RIG OF HIS
HEART”, 2025

Graphite pencil on Arche
paper;, lead-edged frame,
37 X 28 cm.

Rug, lightbulbs, cables,
variable dimensions.




