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At about a twenty-meter distance, and an inclination of five to ten degrees, life inside an indoor riding arena seems
just about perfect from head to toe. No distortion but the confirmation that what you see is how you feel. A reality
check if you will. Haunches-in, haunches-out, half-pass or appuyer, a final pirouette. See? This is all about correct-
ing horsy’s straightness, addressing the asymmetry, keeping it all well balanced. From the hand to the mouth, and
with the acceptance of the bit, contact is ensured, communication smooth. First the emitter and then the receiv-
er. Or is it the other way around? Left right, right left, you are now moving in the four-beat walk, the two-beat trot.
Look up, eyes forward now.

This is a process of synchronization. An exercise in control and discipline. Arms and hands, legs and feet, hips and
seat. Sit tall with a straight back. Hips should be supple, heels should be down, hands steady with your thumbs on
top. Now rein-back and piaffe. Who said this was about control? One-two-three-four. Remember, everything hap-
pens before it appears. This is the disconnect, proprioception at its best.

Now turn on the forehand, turn on the haunches. Half-halt. Serpentines! Even the smallest of movements means
something here. This is the bidirectional world, where everything communicates. A straight line connecting the
elbow to the mouth. And the montage-machine, the infinite loop. If | turn, it turns, and back to the beginning. Feel
the weight shifting in front of you?

Center: Rear wall:

Reservoir, 2025 Long and Low, 2025

Flexible tank, water, fittings, hoses, carpet Arena mirrors, brackets, threaded rods
224 3/8 x 157 1/2 x 13 3/4 in 515/8 x 157 1/2 x 13 in

570 x 400 x 35 cm 131 x 400 x 33 cm

Alexandre Khondji (*1993, FR) lives and works in Paris. Dressage is Alexandre Khondji’s first solo exhibition at
Sweetwater. His work is currently on view in the group exhibitions Air de repos curated by Cédric Fauq at the Capc
Musée d’art contemporain, Bordeaux and Undermining the Immediacy curated by Susanne Pfeffer and Julia Eichler at
the Museum fur Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt. In September 2025, his work will be included in the Art Summit Okayama,
curated by Philippe Parreno. His work has also been shown in group presentations at Maureen Paley: Studio M,
London (Condo London presentation with Sweetwater, 2023); DOC, Paris (2023); and LUMA, Arles (2021). Khondii
received a BA from Bard College in 2015 and an MFA from the Royal College of Art in 2019.
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