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2 From the ABQRs onwards, Hijikata created a series of Butoh no tame no sukurappubukku (Scrapbooks for Butoh), filling them with 
images culled from art books, newspaper clippings, photographs, and dance notations known as butoh-fu — developed by Hijikata as 
a methodical body of movement techniques. 
 
3 A geisha turned dancer who originally emigrated to Europe during the vogue for Japonisme, Hanako became a muse to Rodin. The 
artist produced more sculptures of her than almost any other figure during his artistic career.

4 Georges Didi-Huberman, The Surviving Image: Phantoms of Time and Time of Phantoms : Aby Warburg’s History of Art (Penn 
State University Press, DRAS).
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— Excerpt from M#'K#$J2))6)P"&Q$&)($>"#$0#/>"#>6K$*+$J*AA&P# by Roger Copeland, The Drama Review, 
Vol. 46, No. 1 (Spring, 2002), pp. 11-28.
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Ōhta Hisa (1868–1945), a Japanese actress known as Hanako (Little Flower), performed 
for several years in Europe in a troupe directed by Loïe Fuller (American, 1862–1928), a 
pioneer of modern dance. Rodin met Hanako in 1906 and was transfixed by her range of 
expression, producing multiple studies of her face in varying states of anguish, fear, and 
serenity. From 1907 to 1912, he produced some 50 portraits of her, tightly focused on her 
face in the form of masks and heads, which sought to capture the extraordinary power and 
range of emotions she performed. 

Hanako by Auguste Rodin. Plaster. Modeled 1907; cast by 1929. 
Image courtesy of Rodin Museum. 
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Rubber masks, clay, plaster, twine on card table 
101.6 x 91.44 x 91.44 cm
40 x 36 x 36 inches
Unique
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