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Cerith Wyn Evans

Dates: May 3 — June 21, 2025

Location: Taka Ishii Gallery Kyoto

Opening reception: Saturday, Mar 3, 16:00 — 18:00

Taka Ishii Gallery Kyoto is pleased to present a solo exhibition of work by Cerith Wyn Evans, on view from
Saturday, May 3 to Saturday, June 21. Although Evans has made numerous visits to Japan since the 1990s,
this marks his fifth solo exhibition with the gallery and his first in Kyoto. It will feature glass plates of various
sizes installed throughout the gallery, which is housed in a 150-year-old machiya townhouse, along with 16

photogravure works incorporating photographs of the gallery.

Meditations towards an exhibition...

[ a letter addressed to Kyoto Yada-cho ]

Dear light, space and time, you might reply.

Our subject matter appears to occupy this old house.
Space is devoted to contemplation in the Tokonoma, in which a dialogue is evoked and staged.

Our first impression is of empty-ness, then comes the labour (work) of glass with its subtle properties of
reflection, yet transparency...it constitutes the ‘timbre’ of presence,

and the Soul of our space evolving through time to reveal dimension - almost imperceptible. Almost.

Now, come the pictures, but not on the walls...

They constitue something like a soundtrack - parallel, and made available to those who care to look at
them, to hold them.

They explore the almost extinct technology of photogravure which has a singular, sensual

appearance...they are impressions.

They depict images ‘taken’ here, which rhyme with our surroundings. And those taken elsewhere which

evoke a sensibility and tend towards images of another world of sorts.

At some time we’ll choose to depart...we might take leave of the space of representation and its

‘subjective’ point-of-view.



Hereby Yada-cho meaning that the conditions of the pictorial as such, MIGHT be rethought in light of the
visible.

CWE

Evans is known for conceptual works that draw on the endeavors of pioneers in diverse fields such as
literature, film, visual art, astronomy, and physics. By masterfully manipulating the “vessels” through which
these forerunners’ ideas are expressed — such as the theater stage, text, symbols, images, light, and sound
— his works traverse the boundaries of the senses, including sight, spatial sensation, and hearing, to deliver
synesthetic experiences. With profound intellect and wit, Evans liberates viewers from perceptual

frameworks shaped by social norms and educational systems.

In this exhibition, Evans highlights the timbre of the traditional machiya townhouse architecture, shifting the
focus of the work to the space itself. In the essay In Praise of Shadows, Junichiro Tanizaki notes that the
subdued lighting in Japanese homes accentuates the beauty of lacquerware, maki-e (metallic lacquer
decoration), folding screens, and alcoves, observing that Japanese aesthetics are grounded in fine
gradations of shadow. Evans places glass plates of varying sizes throughout the gallery, and the faintly
perceptible, transparent surfaces quietly capture fleeting rays of light that filter into the building and subtly

reflect its architectural details.

Evans has also produced 16 photogravure works dedicated to the building’s architecture. Six of the images
capture light within the gallery, depicting delicate, softly falling rays that barely penetrate the interior as if
seeping into the earthen walls. The remaining ten were taken in various other locations where Evans
perceived a parallel atmosphere. Woven together by the artist's keen receptivity, these 16 images engage

in an ongoing visual dialogue that disrupts and interrogates our perception of the gallery’s physical spaces.
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