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JANIS DZIRNIEKS
VESFELIG/IE DRAUG/

Jana Dzirnieka otra personalizstade Kim? ir tapusi
péc makslinieka divu ménesu rezidences ISCP Nujorka
2024. gada rudeni, kas sekoja Kim? Rezidences balvas
iegtiSanai. Nujorka gandriz uz katra kvartala stura sasto-
pamas mazas sturu bodites — bodegas, no kuram viena ar
nosaukumu Healthy Friends — piedava sendvicus un atras
uzkodas, kas ir visnotal talu no jebka veseliga, tac¢u So
iestazu nosaukumi nereti ietver sevi vardus healthy
(veseligs), natural (dabigs), organic (organisks), un citus
dabiskumu slavinosus sauklus, kam nav nekadas citas
vertibas ka vien uzmanibas piesaistiSana produktu klas-
tam, kura saturs ir kimijas parsatinats. Izstades darbi
ietver ieskanétus skricelejumus un akvarela zimejumus,
kas pecak digitali papildinati, izdrukati un péec tam fiziski
modificeti.

Sie zimé&jumi ataino dazadas biitnes triidésanas,
sairSanas stadijas, kas sapludinatas ar dzesésanas iekartu
optimizacijas ilustracijam. TrudéSanas process sava zina
var tikt uztverts ka optimizacija lidzigi ka darbu tapSanas
procesu varetu skatit ka sevis parstradi. Optimizacija ka
tada ir neizbégama gan dzivos, gan nedzivos organismos,
ekonomika, politika, sociologija un jebkur citur. Bodegas
valdoSais augstais neuzticamibas limenis — no parcenoti-
em sikumiem lidz visgarSigakajam uzkodam — uzskatams
par pateicigu metaforu Dzirnieka refleksijam par
tehnologiskas efektivitates un vides degradacijas témam,
kas izstades ietvaros risinatas caur telpiskas instalacijas
elementiem un citiem ipasSi izstadei jaunraditiem objekti-
em.

Kurators: Kaspars Grosevs

Jana Dzirnieka (1992) darbi Skel tehnologiskas efektivitates fasadi, atklajot satraucosas un
nereti draudigas formas, kas rodas no musu nerimstosas tieksmes péc optimizacijas.
Parstradajot industrialas atliekas pardomas rosino$as instalacijas, Dzirnieks mudina apz
inaties progresa ekologiskas un socialas sekas. Personalizstades: Tiled River, galerija 427,

Riga; Flat Tire, Robert Fruinstraat 56, Roterdama; Gaidot nakamo minuti, Laikmetigas makslas
centrs Kim?, Riga; un Sharp Horizon, Nemo, Eckernforde. Duo izstades: Snowlake Blockbuster

ar Alisi Annu Dzirnieci, Extra City, Antverpene. Grupas izstades: Soap Opera, City Surfer Office,
Praga; Agents of Perception, KAI makslas centrs, Tallina; Midnight Sunburn, Het Nieuwe

Instituut, Roterdama un citur. Dzirnieks ir Kim? Laikmetigas makslas centra rezidences balvas
2024 ieguvejs un devas uz rezidenci ISCP, Nujorka.

JANIS DZIRNIEKS
HEALTHY FRIENDS

Kim? Contemporary Art Centre presents Janis
Dzirnieks’ second solo exhibition at the institution, follow-
ing the artist’s two-month residency at ISCP, New York in
the autumn of 2024 as the recipient of the Kim? Residency
Award. In New York, small corner stores — bodegas — can
be found on almost every block. One such store, called
Healthy Friends, offers sandwiches and fast food that are far
from actually being healthy. Yet the names of these estab-
lishments often include words like “healthy”, “natural”,
“organic”, and other slogans promising naturalness —
phrases that serve no purpose beyond drawing attention to
a product range oversaturated with chemicals. The works
in the exhibition include scanned scribbles and waterco-
lour drawings, later digitally enhanced, printed and then
physically modified.

These drawings depict various creatures at different
stages of decay and decomposition, merged with illustra-
tions of optimisations of refrigeration systems. In a way,
the process of decay can be seen as a form of optimisation
—much as the creation of these works could be viewed as a
kind of self-reprocessing. Optimisation, as such, is inevita-
ble in both living and nonliving organisms, as well as in
economics, politics, sociology and beyond. The prevailing
high level of distrust in bodegas — from overpriced triviali-
ties to the tastiest snacks — serves as a fitting metaphor for
Dzirnieks’ reflections on themes of technological efficien-
cy and environmental degradation, which are explored
within the exhibition through elements of spatial installa-
tion and other objects created specifically for the show.

Curator: Kaspars Grosevs

The work of Janis Dzirnieks (1992) cuts through the facade of technological efficiency, reveal-
ing the unsettling and often sinister forms that emerge from our relentless drive for optimisa-
tion. By repurposing industrial remnants into thought-provoking installations, Dzirnieks
prompts viewers to confront the ecological and societal costs of progress. Solo exhibitions
include: Tiled River at Gallery 427, Riga; Flat Tire at Robert Fruinstraat 56, Rotterdam; Gaidot
Nakamo Minuti at Kim? Contemporary Art Centre, Riga; and Sharp Horizon at Nemo, Eckern-
férde. Duo exhibitions include: Snowlake Blockbuster (with Alise Anna Dzirniece) at Extra City,
Antwerp. Group exhibitions: Soap Opera at City Surfer Office, Prague; Agents of Perception at Kai
Art Center, Tallinn; Midnight Sunburn at Het Nieuwe Instituut, Rotterdam; among others. He is
the recipient of the 2024 Kim? Contemporary Art Centre Residency Award and undertook a
residency at ISCP, New York.
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Dikdienis termiskaja slodze (2024-25)
UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla,
epoksida sveki, terauds
169x124x6,8cm

26min. 24sek.
(no “Atruma ziméjumu” sérijas) (2022-24)
Tintes druka un tintes ziméjums uz papira
41,5x32,5cm

Imin. 36sek., 3min. 18sek., 6min 36sek.

(no “Atruma ziméjumu” sérijas) (2022-24)
Tintes druka un tintes ziméjums uz papira
41,5x32,5cm

Bez nosaukuma (2019-2025)
Atrasta lampa, atrasts Zogu
drosibas durklis, aerosola krasa
Izmeéri mainigi

Bez nosaukuma (2024-2025)
Térauds

Salikta veida

6x6x15cm

Bez nosaukuma (2025)
Lietots akrila stikls, limpléve, térauds,
skriives, momentlime

Termiskd séne (no Headbanger sérijas) (2024-25)
PETG, PLA, atrasts gazes plits rezgis, térauds,
neodina magnéti, skriives, aerosola krasa,
epoksida sveki, epoksida Spaktele
62x49x57cm

1min 36sek., 3min 18sek., 6min 36sek

(no “Atruma ziméjumu” sérijas) (2022-24)
Tintes druka un tintes ziméjums uz papira
41,5x32,5cm

Dabigas krasvielas bérnibas sapni (2024-25)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, akrila krasa,
permanentais markeris, epoksida sveki, terauds
103x208x6,8cm

Uzstajigais pardevejs (2024-25)
UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla,
epoksida sveki, térauds
52,8x94x4,2cm

Bez nosaukuma, (2025)

Divas atrastas lampas, reklamas stends,
poliuretana sveki, epoksia sveki,
atrasta bumba, savilcéji, skraves, vads
Izmeéri mainigi

Bez nosaukuma, (2024-25)

Divas atrastas lampas, epoksida sveki, poliuretana
sveki, permanentais markeris, skrives,
vienreizlietojama kriize, vadi, vakuuma caurule
Izmeéri mainigi
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Veseligais nogurums (2025)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, akrila krasa,
epoksida sveki, terauds

264,2x108,4x6,8cm

Organiskas parvetibas (2024-25)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, akrila krasa,
permanentais markeris, UV stabilizéti
epoksida sveki, terauds

103x208x6,5cm

Dabas veltes (2025)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, akrila krasa,
epoksida sveki, kolofonijs, térauds
109,5x174x6,5cm

Bez nosaukuma, (2025)
Atrasta lampa, epoksida sveki, vads, savilcéji
[zmeéri mainigi

Bagatigas zobusapes (2025)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla,
epoksida sveki, terauds
93x78x4,5cm

Abpuséja milestiba (2025)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, akrila krasa,
epoksida sveki, terauds

80x94x4,5cm

Dabas ieleja (2025)

UV druka uz lietota akrila stikla, epoksida
sveki, kolofonijs, terauds
103x113x4,5cm
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1. Idlerin Thermal Load (2024-25) 13. Healthy Fatigue (2025)
UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin, steel UV print on used acrylic glass,
169x124x6,8cm epoxy resin, acrylic paint, steel
264,2x108,4x6,8cm
2. 26min 24sek (from Speed Drawings series) (2022-24)
Inkjet print and ink on paper 14. Organic Transformations (2024-25)
41,5x32,5cm UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin,
acrylic paint, pernament marker, steel
3. 1Imin 36sek, 3min 18sek, 6min 36sek 103x208x6,5cm
from Speed Drawings series) (2022-24)
Inkjet print and ink on paper 15. Natural Gifts (2025)
41,5x32,5cm UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin,
acrylic paint, kolophonium, steel
4. Untitled, (2019-2025) 109,5x174x6,5cm
Found lamp, found rota spike, spray paint
Variable dimesnions 16. Untitled (2025)
Found lamp, epoxy resin, electric wire, zip ties
5. Untitled (2024-2025) Variable dimesnions
Steel
Assembled 6x6x15cm 17. Abundant Toothache (2025)
UV print on used acrylic glass,
6. Untitled (2025) epoxy resin, steel
Used acrylic glass, steel, screws, moment glue 93x78x4,5cm
180x66,7x151,7cm
18. Mutual Love (2025)
7. Thermal Mushroom UV print on used acrylic glass,
(from Headbanger series) (2024-25) epoxy resin, steel
PETG, PLA, found gas tove grate, steel, 80x94x4,5cm
neodymium magnets, spary paint, epoxy resin,
epoxy filler, screws 19. Nature Valley (2025)
62x49x57cm UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin,
kolophonium, steel
8. 1Imin 36sek., 3min 18sek., 6min 36sek 103x113x4,5cm
(from Speed Drawings series) (2022-24)
Inkjet print and ink on paper
41,5x32,5cm
9. Natural Colorants in Childhood’s Dream (2024-25)
UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin,
permanent marker, acrylic paint, steel
103x208x6,8cm
10. Insistent Vendor (2024-25)
UV print on used acrylic glass, epoxy resin, steel
52,8x94x4,2cm
11. Untitled, (2025)
Two found lamps, advertising stand,
polyurathane resin, epoxy resin, zip ties
found ball, screws, electric wires
Variable dimensions
12. Untitled, (2024-25)

Two found lamps, advertising stand, polyurathane
resin, epoxy resin, zip ties, screws, disposable cup,
electric wires, pernamnet marker, vacuum tubing

Variable dimensions



