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PARCEL is pleased to present “DOKU the Creator — #4341 3E #13& &, a duo exhibition by Lu Yang and DOKU.

Born in Shanghai and currently based between Shanghai and Tokyo, Lu Yang creates from a space that exists between “life”
and “illusion.” In his work, identity dissolves, consciousness itself becomes a field of exploration, and the practice is deeply
informed by Buddhist philosophy — particularly the concepts of impermanence, non-self, and reincarnation.

In the ongoing DOKU series featured in this exhibition, Lu Yang merges hyper realistic digital humans with metaphysical
questions, instilling his avatar, DOKU, with a consciousness that transcends gender, nationality, and even life and death. While
DOKU has long existed as Lu Yang’s digital avatar, in this exhibition it is also positioned as an autonomous artistic entity, subtly
shifting the dynamics of authorship and inviting viewers to reconsider the boundaries between creator and creation. The name
“DOKU” is derived from the Buddhist teaching Dokusho Dokushi, Dokukyo Dokurai (“we are born alone, and we die alone”),
and these beings function not merely as visual constructs but as philosophical vehicles exploring what it means to live in a post-
human, post-ego age. Utilizing digital technologies, game engines, and virtual avatars, Lu Yang constructs immersive worlds
that reflect the fictitious nature of reality. Through frequent collaborations with scientists, engineers, monks, and musicians,
they also expand the boundaries of artistic experience.

The work oscillates between sacred ritual and synthetic spectacle.

At first glance, Lu Yang’s exhibition space might seem to overflow with sensory stimulation. Yet beneath this ecstatic surface
lies a depth of thought shaped by neuroscience, music, fashion, and subcultural elements such as otaku culture. For Lu Yang,
art is a dance of reincarnation—a path toward enlightenment. By fusing contemporary technology with ancient teachings, he
challenges the fixed notions of self and invites viewers to witness the beginning of creation and its ultimate conclusion in the
void—where all things arise and ultimately dissolve.

This exhibition marks the Japan premiere of the video work DOKU the Creator — Jt 431 5E 613 %, in which the artist delves into

fundamental questions—why was DOKU chosen to be an artist? The work poses inquiries into the originality of art, creative
process, authorship, and value. Through an immersive experience, it encourages reflection on human relationships, self-
recognition in virtual worlds, the impact of digital technology on our lives, and the role of art in our hyper-technological age.

Rather than merely questioning existing notions such as “what is art?”, “who creates it?”, and “how is value defined?”, DOKU
the Creator invites audiences to physically engage with these questions. This exhibition is a field of practice by Lu Yang and

DOKU that opens up new possibilities for the future of art—an invitation to experience a boundary-defying, visionary world.

*We also invite visitors to see the Machine Love exhibition currently on view at the Mori Art Museum.
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Lu Yang, DOKU the Creator - fﬁbifﬂ??f Blh&Z, 2025, 4K video, size variable
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Born in Shanghai, China. Lu Yang is a contemporary
interdisciplinary artist based in Tokyo and Shanghai.
His work, deeply influenced by Buddhist philosophy,
explores themes of life, technology, and spirituality.
Among his many notable works, the recent “DOKU”
series he uses his digital persona to address
contemporary human issues and aims to spread
Buddhist wisdom. Lu Yang extensively utilizes
computer graphics (CG) technology and game engines
as creative media, collaborating with experts from
various fields such as scientists, psychologists,
designers, and music producers.

Lu Yang's works have been presented at leading
global institutions including the Louis Vuitton
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Foundation (Paris), Mudec Museum (Milan), Kunsthalle
Basel (Switzerland), Palais Populaire (Berlin), ARoS
Aarhus Art Museum (Denmark), Kunstpalais Erlangen
(Germany), and MOCA Cleveland (USA). Lu Yang was
also invited to the Venice Biennale in 2015 and 2022.

Lu Yang is the recipient of the 2019 BMW Art Journey
and was named Deutsche Bank Artist of the Year in
2022, honoring Lu Yang’'s groundbreaking
integration of technology, philosophy, and spiritual
inquiry in contemporary art.

DOKU is a digital avatar developed and operated by
Lu Yang since 2020, a project that integrates digital
art, Al, CG technology, and virtual reality. The name is
derived from the Buddhist teaching "Dokusho

Dokushi" (3% 4 34 3E), which means "We are born

alone, and we die alone,"
signifying that life remains solitary across all
dimensions, whether in the real world or virtual space.

DOKU shares Lu Yang’s facial expressions and
features while being a non-binary character generated
by combining the movements of multiple dancers and
musicians. It was collaboratively created with a team
of 3D animators, digital technicians, and scientists,
utilizing the latest motion capture technology.
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PARCEL opened in June 2019 in the East side of Tokyo, Japan. In its distinctive space, a former parking lot in a hotel, PARCEL
aims to create a program that transcends various cultures with its focus centered on contemporary art, introducing a wide range
of artists from both Japan and abroad. In February 2022, “parcel” opened as an annex on the second floor of a gallery complex
located behind PARCEL. Through both spaces, PARCEL/parcel aims to send out multifaceted messages which rise in such an
era, while creating a list of exhibitions and events which portray the characteristics of the gallery. A combination of a commercial

gallery and a project space.
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