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Sumer is pleased to present Arch, an exhibition of new work by Vienna-based artist Martyn Reynolds 
(New Zealand/Austria). The show follows Sumer’s popular presentation of Reynolds’ work at last year’s 
Aotearoa Art Fair; and marks the artist’s first major solo exhibition in Aotearoa New Zealand in a 
decade. 
 
In previous exhibitions in Tāmaki Makaurau—at spaces like Sue Crockford, Gloria Knight and Gambia Castle—Martyn 
Reynolds’ puzzling approach to narrative, image and matter played out through an abstruse group of metal sculptures. 
Decorated with editorial images, they invoked fashion, furniture, painting, advertising and design; a lexicon of commercial 
desire whose associative assembly encrypted the work with codes that structure the reading and meaning of his generation’s 
art. 
 
His recent works question what it means to make art within those structures. The agency on offer, the frameworks of self 
expression available. They have been developed with an ambivalent relationship to meaning. In his latest oilstick Op-art 
abstractions and large moodboard textiles, what initially appears to emerge from a prefigured set of systems—grid, pattern, 
schema or model—gives way to something atmospheric, improvised or distorted, leading both artist and viewer to doubt 
their ability to form a narrative arc. 
 
If ‘liberalism’ is the system of vision these archetypes share, then the images that dot the new work read as plot points in the 
evolution of that regime. A pic of La Infanta by Diego Velasquez; a portrait of his father-in-law (a key figure in the 
development of the Spanish art academies); cut to a photo of Nixon at dinner with Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai in 1972; a 
series of postmodern buildings from the 80s. 
 
Traces of the artist’s life in Kyoto and Vienna ground the work in both his biography and the industries in these locations. 
Boxes of Austrian dairy products and patterns of cascading cherry blossoms signal new life. Things are laid out, unpacked, 
and flattened. But like those 80s buildings that expose their structural frameworks on the outside in confessional, self-aware, 
liberal overtures to transparency, some of our customs of presentation actually serve to obfuscate the indifference  operating 
within. 
 
– Matthew Hanson 
 
 
Martyn Reynolds (b. 1981, Philadelphia, U.S.A.; raised in Auckland, New Zealand) lives and works in Vienna, Austria. He 
studied sculpture (Heimo Zobernig Class) at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, Austria and the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand. Exhibition highlights include presentations with Bonne Espérance, Copenhagen; Neuer Essener Kunstverein, 
Essen; Sumer @ Aotearoa Art Fair, Auckland; 21er Haus, Vienna; Rogland Kunstsenter, Stavanger; La Salle de Bains, Lyon; 
Adam Art Gallery, Wellington; Gus Fisher Gallery, Auckland; Louis Reed, New York; Sydney, Sydney; Gloria Knight, 
Auckland; and Sue Crockford Gallery, Auckland. He has worked as a studio assistant for artist and writer Josef Strau, and is 
credited as the originator of the title for Hito Steyerl’s publication “Too Much World”. 
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Martyn Reynolds 
Facade Study, 2024 
Oil stick on canvas; heat foil, uv print on synthetic velvet 
90 x 265 cm 
35 1/2 x 104 1/4 in 
(MR-000019) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Arch, 2025 
Heat foil, uv print on synthetic velvet 
155 x 245 cm 
61 x 96 1/2 in 
(MR-000016) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Fasten Hanami, 2025 
Heat foil, uv print on synthetic velvet 
200 x 150 cm 
78 3/4 x 59 in 
(MR-000023) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Cut Circle, 2025 
Permanent marker, heat foil on synthetic velvet 
115 x 170 cm 
45 1/4 x 67 in 
(MR-000020) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Cut Circle, 2025 
Cast aluminium 
30 x 30 cm 
11 3/4 x 11 3/4 in 
(MR-000017) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Cut Circle Black, 2025 
Cast, anodised aluminium 
30 x 30 cm 
11 3/4 x 11 3/4 in 
(MR-000018) 
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Martyn Reynolds 
Facade Study, 2021 
Oil stick, chalk pastel, pencil on paper 
50 x 65 cm 
19 3/4 x 25 1/2 in 
(MR-000021) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Glass Study, 2021 
Oil stick, oil pastel, pencil on paper 
50 x 37 cm 
19 3/4 x 14 1/2 in 
(MR-000024) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Water Study, 2025 
Oil stick, oil pastel, pencil on paper 
50 x 37 cm 
19 3/4 x 14 1/2 in 
(MR-000025) 

 

Martyn Reynolds 
Fasten Hanami Sketch, 2024 
Photographs on found cardboard box 
49 x 30 cm 
19 1/4 x 11 3/4 in 
(MR-000022) 

 


